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Many pleaſant OpsxnvaTioNs, | Whereunto are added,  _ #® 
pertinentAPPLICATIoNS,and || Several choice occaſional Medita- - 
ſerious REFLECTIONS: and tions upon Birds, Beaſts, Trees, * 
each chapter concluded with a Flowers, Rivers, and ſeveral 
divine and ſuitable Pox m, Di- other objeRts; fitted for tbe help ® 
reting huſbandmen to the moſt of ſuch as deſire to walk with - ' 
excellent improvements of Gov in all their ſolitudes and | 

| their common employments. | 
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low, is a Slaſs. to diſcover” thi : world, above 3 Secuy | 
f and althou gh I am not of.thelt opts | 


i eſt 
niony that fay, the heathens may ſpell Chriſt out of the | 
ſun, moon, and ſtars ; yet this I know, that the irras ! 
tional and inanimate, M -well *as \ rational creatures, | 
have a language. ; and though not by articulate ſpeech, 
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yet, . ina metaphorical ſenſe,' they Y pre each unto man the | 


wiſdom, power, and goodneſs of 


od, Rom. l» 20. | 


«There is” (faith the Plalmift, Pfal. xix, 3.) © no | 


« {ſpeech nor language. where "their v voice'1s not RE A 
Or (as Junius renders it) thete is no ſpeeth, nor words, | 
= without theſe, their voice is' underſtood; and their 

ne (i. e. faith Diodate) their writing in groſs and plain] 
draughts, 1s gone out "—_ all the earth 


; A N SY 
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| As man is a of a fleſhly and at fub- 
ſtance, ſo God hath endued the creatures with a ſpi- 
ritual, as well as fleſhly uſefulneſs ; they have not only 
a natural uſe in alimental and phyſical reſpeCts, but 
alſo a ſpiritual uſe, as they bear the figures and fimi- 
litudes of many fublime and heavenly myſteries. Be- 
Jieve.me-(faith. contemplative-Bernard) "thou thalt find 
-more-in-the-woods-thanmacorner; ſores and trees 


| - will teach thee what thou ſhalt not bear from learned 


By a ſkilful and induftrious improvement of the 
creatures (faith Mr Baxter, excellently) we might have 
a fuller taſte of Chriſt, and heaven, in every bit of 
bread that we eat, and 'in every draught of beer that 


.- we drink, than moſt men Spin th the og; of the ſacra- 


ment. LA af « hed? a ve L k 
And as the creatures feach divine and 075 "AR 
things, ſo they teach tha i in aperſpicuous and taking 


manner : xX1me movent ſimilitudo et 


. if {= Sets, faith Tag 0/66 | o things, fimili- 
Fl example, a 0.e ſpecially; move us. Notions 


| are more eafily conveyed to the 


3 prophet deli 


nderſtanding, by being 
firſt tloathed in ſome apt ſimilitude, and ſo repreſented 
to the ſenſe. And therefore Jeſus Chriſt the great 
ed much wn. teaching by par plot. ; and 
ophets were muC hin his way. ilſo, : IO, 
oy Wi fed Antngs By the miniſtry , of Sg 


| l} et of 6 ' Thoſe. that can retain little of a rag 


ordinarily retain an apt ſimilitude,. He 

'T confeſs it is an $i conſideration, That man, 
who at firſt was led by the kno ledge of God, to the 
knowledge of the creature, mu NOW. by. the creatures 
tearn to know Yu, [hat the Creatures (as one faith) 
| like Balaam” s aſs, ſhould teach their maſter. \ But 
| though this" be 'the ppineſs of. via man . in his 
collapſed ſtate, et it 18. AR bis wiſdom to improve 
| fuch $a, ; oY Wye; ol MY: y the abuſe of the 
C1! 113128 creſt 
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cilatures.” are furthering their perdition, to be, by the © * | 
= ſpiritual improvement of. them, promoting our ' own 
5 alvation. "i Fig 
I * Ttis an excellent 2 art 2 ork with birds beaſts, ' ! 
and fiſhes,. about fab and. ſpiritual ſubjets, and 
make "them Anſwer to our queſtions ; ; and this may be 
done 3, Jab xit. 7..8.. « Aﬀk now the beaſts, and 2.1 
« ſhall teach Wed and'the fowls of the air, and they* ! 
cc ſhall tell thee; or ſpeak to the earth, and it ſhall! | | 
« teach' thee, - and the fiſhes of the ſea - ſhall declare i un- 
« to thee;” That, is (faith neat and accurate *Caryl) 
the creatures teach us when we think of them :' « They | 
« teach-us, though not formally, yet virtually ; the 
_ «anſwer and rofl: the queſtion put to them, Arr 6 
« not explicitly to the ear, yet convincingly to-the | 
«conſcience. _ So then, we aſk the creatures, when | 
iy 0:08 diligently conſider them, when we ſearch out-the 
erfechons and virtues that God hath ' put into, or 
tampt upon them. To ſet our minds thus upon the | 
a creature, is to diſcourſe with the: creature; "the 
« queſtions which man aſks of a beaſt, are only his | 
« own meditations, | Again, the creatures teach us; } 
« when we in meditation make our colleCtions, and 
« draw down a demonſtration of the power, wiſdom 1 
<« and goodneſs of God in making them, or the frailty } 
<« of man in needing them : ſuch concluſions and Infe- 
< rences are the teachings of the creatures.”  ' - 7 
_ Common objects (faith F another) may be improved 
two ways ; viz. In an argumentative, and in Reyes 0's 
ſentative way 3 by reaſoning from them, and by view=" 
Ing the reſemblance that 1 Is bars: Yew av roo 
matters, 

Firſt, In medibicions PRI thus, as-in the preſent! 
caſe and fimilitude of 'the apoſtle. If an huſbandman# 
upon the ordinary hr; of reaſon can wait for "the 
'harveſt, ſhall not 1 wait for the coming 'of the Lord? 

"The day of refreſhing ; the corn''is precious to him, 
"and fo'is the: 'comingof © Sari to me.” "Oo. he be fo: 


| - patient, 
* Caryl in bop _ Dr. Manon. "© 
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i V1 The E piftle A Peducatory. 
| {FF patient, and endure ſo much for a little corn ? And 
'Þ $ not I for the kingdom of heaven? He is willing to ſtay 
till all cauſes have had their operations, till he hath re- 
'FÞ ccived the former and: the latter, rain 3 and ſhall not 1, 
| © | ti the divine decrees be accomy hed? 4 
'F . Secondly, . In rams. f make the reſemblance, and 
FF diſcourſe thus within yourſelves: this is my feed-time, 
| heaven is'my haryeſt ; here I muſt labour and toil, and 
FT Þ& there reſt, I ſee the huſbandman's life is a'great toil : 
E& no excellent thing can be-obtained without labour, and 
'F an obftinate patience. I. ſee the feed mult be hidden 
| inthe furrows, rotten ang corrupted, ere it can ſpring 
| Gr with any increaſe, Our. hopes. are hidden, light 
TE is ſown for the righteous ; all our comforts, are buried 
FF under the clods, and after all. this, there: muſt, be long 
waiting, we cannot ſow and reap.in a day ; effects can- 


LF not follow, till all neceſſary cauſes have firſt wroug t, 


. ) ' 


*Tis not in the power of huſbandmen to ripen fruits 
at pleaſure, -our times are in the hands of God, there-- 
fore "tis. good to wait za long ſuffering patience will 
. reap. the deſired fruit. . Thus bh u have ſome hints of 
this heavenly art of improying the creatures. . _*_ 
+ Novioatim , Themotives inducing me to this un- 
Shiritualized, 4ertaking, was the Lord's owning with 
pri naetzet fomeſucceſs, my + Jabours of a like na- 
FF ture, together with the defire and inclination (ſtirred. 
£4 up in me, I hope, bythe Spirit of. the Lord, to, devote 
IF my vacant hours to his ſervice in this kind,)), I conſi- 
dered, that if the Phariſees in a blind zeal to a faction, 
could compaſs ſea. and land, to profelyte men to their 
party, though thereby they made them ſevenfold more 


_- 


the children of the devil than before : how much more 
was I obliged, by true love to God, and zeal to; the 
everlaſting happineſs of ſouls, to uſe my outward endea- 
vours, both with ſeamen and huſbandmen, to win them 
to, Chriſt, and thereby make them more than ſeventy- 
ſeven fold happier than before? . Not to mention. other 

encouragements to this work, which I received from 
the earneſt deſires of ſome. reverend and ns” 
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thren inviting 'thereunto ; all which I hope the event 
will manifeſt to be a call from God to this work. 

I confeſs I met with ſome diſcouragement in m 
firſt attempt, from my unacquaintedneſs with rural af- 
fairs ; and becauſe I was to travel in a path (to me) 
untrodden ; but having once engaged in it,. thoſe diſ- 
couragements were ſoon. overcome : and being now 
brought to. what you here ſee,” Þ offer to your hands 
theſe firſt-fruits of my apoty howes | | 
' I preſume you will account it no diſparagen 

== that | dedicate a book of huſbandry to gentlemen .of 
= your quality. This is ſpiritual huſbandry, which. is 
LE taught you ; and yet I muſt tell. you, that great - * 
Ws perſons have accounted that civil employment. (which 
8 is much inferior to_ this) no diſparagement to them. 
= The king himſelf 1s ſerved by the field, Ecclef. v. 9g. 
Or, as Montanus renders the Hebrew text, Rex agro 
= /i /zrvus ; the king himſelf is a ſervant to the field, 
= And of king Uzziah it is written, 2 Chron, xxvi. 10.) 
=_ That he loved huſbandry. And Amos vii. 1. we read 
Ws of the King's mowings, Yea, Pliny hath obſerved, that 
= corn was never ſo plentiful at Rome, as when the ſame 
men” tilled. the land ,that ruled the commonwealth. 
Duaſr gauderet terra laureato vomere, ſecilicet et oratore 
triumphali ; as though the earth itſelf rejoiced in the 
== laureld ploughſhare, and the triumphant (MR | 
_ What pleaſure you will find in reading it, I know 
= not; but to me it hath been a pleaſant path, from firſt 
== to laſt ; who have been at far greater expence of time 
=s and pains in compiling it, than you can be in reading 
it. The huſbandman's work, you know, is. no _ 
work, and the ſpiritualizing of it hath greater difficul- 
ties attending-it ; but yet the pleaſure hath abundantly 3 
recompenſed the pains. I have found Eraſmus's ob- 3 
ſervation experimentally true ; Dui hteris addifti ſumus, * 
anim laſfſitudinem a ſtudits gravioribus contraftum_; 
ab uſdem ftudits, ſed amoenioribus recreamus : Thoſe 
that are addicted to ſtudy, (faith he) when they have: 


wearied their ſpirits WOO Ts £95. renrvaly ae 
ad ER again, 
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again with ſtudy, by making a diverſion from that which 
is ſevere and knotty, to ſome more facile and pleaſant 
ſubject. : Se: 
_< But to hear that God hath uſed and honoured theſe 
{ papers to the good of any ſoul, will yield me the high- 
| eſt content ſatisfaction jntletnable, $7 036408 
May you but learn that leſſon, which is the general 
ſcope and defign of this book, viz. How to walk with 
God from day to day, and niake the ſeveral objects you 
behold, /cale et alz, wings and ladders to mount your 
fouls nearer to him, who is the centre of all bleſſed 
ſpirits, How much will it comfort me, and confirm 
my hope, that it was the call of God indeed, which 
put me upon theſe endeavours ! 6 fo | 
F - Ofirs! Whatan excellent thing would it be for you, 
Eto make ſuch holy improvements of all theſe earthly 
© objects which daily occur to your ſenſes, and cauſe 
them to proclaim and preach. to you divine and hea- 
venly myſteries ; whilſt others make. them groan, by 
abuſing them to fin, and ſubjecting them' to their luſts. 
A man may be caſt into ſuch a condition, wherein he 
cannot enjoy the - bleſſing and benefit of a pious and 
powerful miniſtry ; but you cannot (ordinarily) fall into 
ſuch a condition, wherein any thing (except a. bad 
heart.) can deprive you of the benefits and comforts, of 
thoſe excellent ſermons, and divinity lectures, which 
the creatures here offer to preach and read toyou. 
| Content not yourſelves, I beſeech you, with that na- 
| _ tural ſweetneſs the creatures afford ; for thereof the beaſts 
' are capable, as much, if not more, than. you ; but uſe 
F them to thoſe ſpiritual ends you are here direfted, and 
-. they will yield Jou a ſweetneſs far. tranſcending that 
| natural ſweetneſs you ever reliſhed in them ; and in- 
deed, you never uſe the creatures as their Lord's, till 
you come to ſee your Lord, in and by them, I confeſs 
t the diſcoveries of God in the word. are far more. ex- 
cellent, clear and powerful ; He hath magnified his word 
abrue all his name. And therein are the.unſearchable 
* iches of: Chriſt, or rich diſcoveries of that grace m_ 
= bl ee. 
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W 14th no footſteps in nature, as the apoſtle's expreſſion 


ſignifies, Ephel. 111. 8. | | 

And if that which might be known of God by the 
creatures, leave men without, excuſe ; as *tis manifeſt, 
Rom. i. 20. How unexcuſable then will thoſe be, who 
have received not only the teachings of the creature, but 
alſo the grace of the goſpel in vain | How hall wwe eſcape, 
if we negleft fo great a ſalvation ? "They that are care- 
leſs in the day of grace, ſhall be ſpeechleſs in the day of 


] udgment. 


_ 1 am ſenſible of many defects in theſe papers, (as well 
as in myſelf ;,): they have doubtleſs a taſte of the diſtrac- 
tions of the times wherein they were written ; nor was 


| I willing to keep them fo long undernand, as the accu- 


rateneſs and exaCtneſs with which ſuch a ſubje&t-ought:to_ 
be handled, did require, Had I deſigned ny own cre- 
dit, I ſhould have obſerved:;that-counſel, ANoxumgue pre- 
matur 1n.annum, (i.e.) 'To have kept itimuch-longer 
under the file, before I had expoſed-it.to,publicview ; but 
I rather inclined to. Solomon's counſel, '** Whatever thy 
« hand-finds out to do, do.it with all-thy might.: for 
« there 15.no. wiſdom, nor, knowledge, nor device. inthe 
& grave, whither thou art going.” LEecleſ.-ix. 10. 
apprehend a neceflity of ſome ſuch means to be uſed, 
for the inſtruction and convidtion of .country people ; 


S who cither are not capable .of underſtanding truth in 


another dialeR, or atleaſt are leſs affeted:/with-it. The 
propoſition in every chapter conſiſts -of {an obſervation 


in huſbandry ; wherein, if I have failed in uſing any 


improper expreſiion, your candour will cover it, and 
1mpute it to my unacquaintedneſs in rural affairs : 


1a magnis voluiſſe ſat e/t. 


The reddition or application, you will find (T hope) 
both pertinent and cloſe. The reflections ſerious, and 
ſuch (as I hope)-your conſciences will faithfully im- 
prove. I have ſhut up every chapter with a Poem, an 
innocent bait to catch the reader's ſoul. Is 

| af 


"aa he 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
þ © That of Herbert is experimentally true : 


A verſe may find him that a ſermon flies, 
And turn delight into a ſacrifice, 


3 1 ſhould never have been perſuaded ( eſpecially in this 
& fibbling age, wherein we may complain with the poet, 


+ 


4 Scribimus indottt, dottiq; poemata paſſim, ) 
to have ſet my dull fancy upon the rack to extorta poem 
to entertain my reader ; for I cannot ſay with Ovid, 
ſponte ſua carmen, &c. but that I have been informed, 
that many ſeamen, induced by the pleaſure of a verſe, 
have taken much pains to learn the poems in their com- 
paſs by heart ; and I hope both the children at home, 
and the ſervants in the fields, will learn to exerciſe 
themſelves this way alſo. O, how much better will it 
be-ſo'to do, than to ſtuff their memories with obſcene 
'ballads, and filthy ſfongs,. which corrupt their minds, , 
and diſpoſe them to much wickedneſs, by irritating their 
natural corruption ! But theſe are purer flames ; you 
will find nothing here of ſuch a tendency, 


£9 "Tis guilt not poetry, to be like thoſe, 
"Whole wit in verſe is downright fin in proſe. 
.*.} Whoſe ſtudies are profaneneſs, as if then 
| *FThey only were good poets when bad men. 
vhs ney & of d | D. DIGS. 
!; | 


_  T ſhall add no more, but to beg that God who in- 
-ftrufteth the huſbandman in his civil calling, to teach 
* him wiſdom ſpiritually to improve it ; and particularly 
© that you may reap a crop of much ſpiritual benefit, from 
© © that ſeed which is here ſown by the hand of the Lord's 

unprofitable ſervant, and in him, | 


_ 


1 Your very affettionate friend and ſervant, 


JOHN FLAVEL. 
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TO 


CHRISTIAN READER, © 


THE 


HERE are three things wherein (as it hath been 

faid, long before my ay) the exerciſe of godlineſs 

doth chiefly conſiſt : prayer, temptation, meditation : 
Wneditation is the ſubject of the following manual. "The 
pbje&t of meditation is two-fold, Firſt, "The word. 
Secondly, "The works of God. The works of God are 
wo-fald. Firſt, Internal. Secondly, External. The 
xternal works of God are two-fold. Firſt, of crea- 
ion. Secondly, of providence. 'The works of pro- 
idence are likewiſe two-fold. + Firſt, in ap > civil, 
Whe Lord ordering and over-ryling all the affairs and 
Wnotions of ſingle perſons, farmlies and nations, in a 
ubſerviency to his own moſt holy ends, deſigns, and 1 
purpoſes, Secondly, in things natural, the Lord 'in- 3 
ſtrufting the huſbandman to diſcretion, and teaching - | 
mm how to dreſs and till the earth, that 4t may 'give - Þ 
eed to the ſower, and bread to: the eater, as Miwhog: iq 
to breed up and manage the beaſts of the field, both 
oreater ai leſſer cattle, for the uſe and ſervice of man. + 


rly Meditation upon this lower part of the works of God, 4 
" and his wonderful providences about them,.. may raiſe” # 
$ | 


our ſouls very high ; and while we wiſely conſider theſ 
natural things, we may grow more wiſe, in and for 
ſpirituals and eternals. oh x 768 
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Xll To the Chriſtian Reader. 


'The worthy and ingenious author of the enſuing dif. 
courſe, . hath ſupplied us with an excellent help, for the 
ſpiritualizing of the providential. works .of God in na. 
tural things, by godly meditations ; we chiefly want 
the help of the holy ſpirit (without which all other helps 
and helpers are altogether inſufficient bs frame and 
wind up our hearts, Re this both profitable and delight- 
ful duty : yet the help which the Lord is pleaſed to give 
us for our direction in it, by the miniſtry of man, is not 
only, not to be refuſed, but thankfully received and 


improved; and all little enough to bring our minds to, 


or keep them at this work : the beſt of ſaints (on this 
{ide heaven) have (though they are not earthly-minded) 
much earth in their minds ; which like a heavy clog at 
their heels, or a weight at their hearts, prefleth them 
down when they would make an effay to mount upward 
in meditation. We find it no eaſy matter to keep off 
earthly thoughts, when we are moſt feriouſly engaged 
in heavenly work ; how hard is it then to get in, and be 
fixed upon heavenly thoughts, while we are engaged 
about earthly works ; vea,' are (for ſo is the huſband- 
man) working the very earth, and raking in the bowels 
of it. *T1s a great part of our holineſs to be ſpiritually 
minded, while we are converfing with God through 
Jeſus Chriſt/ in ſpiritual duties; but: to be ſpiritually- 


* minded and to mind ſpiritual things, "when we are 


converſing with 'the clods of the earth, and the furrows Ml 


& - of the held ; when we have to do with corn and graſs, 


| ening contemplations, witnefſeth an high degree 
1 'O 2 S 


with trees and plants, with ſheen and oxen ; when we 
behold the birds and fowls of the” air, the worms, and 
allthat creep upon the ground, then (I ſay) to be ſpiri- 


 tually minded, -and thence to have our thoughts aſcend- 


ing and ſoaring up to God, in heart-afteCting ane guick- 
a ladder 


lineſs, and of gracious attainments. 


W out of carthly materials, for the raiſing of ourſelves -in 


ſpirit/up to heaven, is the art of arts. Holy and happy 


4 | indeed are they ! who (being taught of God) have learn- 


ed this art, and live in the daily praQtice' of it. Earthly 
Be >. | objects 


To the Chriſtian Reader. —_ 


Wobjects uſually hinder us in our way ; ſometimes turn 
Wo. quite out of our way to heaven. Many plough and 
aw, dig and delve the earth, till their hearts become as 
Wearthly as the earth itſelf ; many deal about the beaſts . 
Woof the field, till themſelves become even brutiſh. Is it * 
Wnot then a-bleſſed deſign which this author aims and 
Wdrives at, ſo to ſpiritualize all ſorts, or the whole com- 
W paſs of carthly huſbandry, that all forts of huſbandmen 
WW may become ſpiritual and heavenly ? it ſeems to me a / 
W token for good, that God hath an intendment of ſome 
W ſpecial good to the ſouls of ſuch as are by profeſſion pro- 
W per huſbandmen, ſeeing he hath lately put into the hearts 
n _ of two faithful miniſters (who with all of 
= Mr. Rich- that profeſſionare huſbandmen ina figure) 
W ard Steel and to.undertake, though in a different way, 
this author, this ſubjeC, and to publiſh their labours 
_ in print, that they may be of uſe, not - 
& only for the preſent age, but for poſterity. + 
And that the huſbandman may be pleaſed, as well as 
profited, in peruſing the labours of this author ; he hath 
with ſingular aptneſs and acuteneſs contrived and con- 
tracted the ſum and ſcope of every chapter into an ele- 
gant diſtich, or pair of verſes placed at the head of it, 
and concluded it with a choice melodious po-m ſuitable 
to, and dilating upon the whole matter of it. Theſe 
the huſbandman who can but read, may quickly learn 
and for his ſolace, inſtead of thoſe vain ballads and cor- 


rupting rhimes, which many of that rank are apt to 
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yea, much to their hurt, making their hearts more 
8 corrupt, carnal, and vain thereby. : 

| Let me add one word more to the reader. This. 
book of huſbandry ſpiritualized, is not calculated only 
for the common hyſbandmaan ; perſons of any calling or 
condition, may find the author working out ſuch fearch- 
ing refleftions and ftrong convictions, from almoſt 
every part and particular of the huſbandman's work, 'as 
may prove, if faithfully improved, very uſeful to them ; 
to ſome for their a —_— to contider the get of 
4+ their 


buy, and ſolace themſelves withal, without any benefit; 


' xiv To. the. Chriſtian Reader. 


»their ſouls, whether in grace. or. in nature ; to others 
for their. inſtruction, conſolation, and encouragement 
in the ways of grace, as alſo for. their proficiency and 
_ growth in thoſe ways. That the bleffing of the:  Hury oh 
and the breathings- of his good ſpirit may go out with WY 
it, for all thoſe. gracious purpoſes, is the heart's deſire, 
 andprayer of him, who is, Fs 


—_— 


Chriftian Reader, $ 
A fincere well-wiſher to thy precious and immortal ſeu, i 


' JOSEPH CARYL. 


To his Reverend and Learned Friend, Mr. John Flavel, | > 
h on his Spiritual Navigation aud Huſbandry, Y 


' ET TERS of mart to his dear ſervant giv*n, 
By him that *ſiſts the rufMing winds of heav'n, 

. Co fight, and take all ſuch as would not deign 
T”* acknowledge him the ſea's great ſovereign. 

He launch'd his little pinnace, and began 
T” attack the veſſels of. Leviathan. 

© Aufpicious gales ſwelling his winged fails, 

* Searches all creeks, and ev'ry bark he hails: 
That ſcarce a ſhip our Weſtern coaſts afford, 
Which this brave pinnace hath not laid aboard. 

And what among our riddles ſome might count, 
Was ſeen at once at Berwick, and the Mount. 

| Yea, in more ports hath in-one luſtre been 


Than Hawkins, Drake, or Cavendiſh have ſeen, 
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And prizes of more worth brought home again, 
"Than all the plate-fleets of the king of Spain. 
But that which makes the wonder ſwell the more, 
Thoſe whom we took were beggars all before. 


But reſts he here ? No, no, our friend doth know, 
*Tis good to have two ftrings unto his bow. 


& Our rare Amphibion loves not to be pent 
8 Within the bounds of one poor element. 


Beſides, the learned author underſtood, 

That of an idle hand there comes no good. - 

The law to him no pulpit doth allow, 

And now he cannot preach, he means to plow, = 


= Though preaching were a crime, yet he foreſaw 


Againſt the plowman there could be no law. 
Nor ſtays he on reſolves, but-out of hand _ 
He yoaks his team, plows up the ſtubborn land ; 
Sows it with precious ſeed, harrows __ 
iS pain. | 
Whilſt, Orpheus-like, (which doth his art advance) 
Rocks, fields, and woods, after his pipe do-dance. 


Induftrious ſpirit, to'what a rich account 8 
With thy bleſt Lord, will all theſe labours *mount ? 
That every nerve' of thy beſt ſoul doth ply, 

'To further heav*n's Spiritual Huſbandry. 
This kind of *tilage which thou' teacheſt us, 
Was never dreamt of 'by Triptolemus. 

Go, reader, turn the leaves ; and me allow 


To pray (whilſt at thy work) God ſpeed the plow. 
NICHOLAS WATTS. 


I N 


AUTHORIS OPERA. 


ET Paracelſus and Van Helmont's name 
No more ride triumph on the wings of fame. 
» here's a Chymiſt, whoſe diviner ſkill . 
Doth hallowed from unhallowed things diſtil ; 
Spiritualizeth ſea-affairs ; agen, | 
Makes the rude ground turn tutor unto men ; 
' Shews mariners, as by a compaſs, how 
They may unto the port of glory row ; 
'Teacheth the plowmen, from their work, to know 
What duties unto God, and man they owe. 
Rare artiſt ! who, when many tongues are mute, 
Mak'ſt things that are inanimate confute | 
The age's ſins : by preaching unto eyes, 
Truths, which, in other modes, their ears deſpiſe. 
Proſper his pious labours, Lord ! howe'er 
Do not forget to crown the labourer. 


Sic raptim cant 
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DAN. CONDY. 


( xvii ) 


To his Reverend and invaluable Friend, Mr J. F. upon 
| his Huſbandry Spiritualized. 


F 


Ngenious fir, what do I ſee ? What now ! 

Are you'come from the pulpit to the plow ? 
If ſo, then pardon me, if I profeſs, 
The plow deſerves to be ſent to the preſs. 

'Tis not long fince you'went to ſea, they ſay, 
Compos'd a compaſs, which 9irects the way, 
And ſteers the courſe to heaven. O bleſs*d Art! 
And bravely done, that'you did that impart 
To us, who take it'kindly at'your hand, 
And bleſs the Lord that' you are'come to land, 
To be an huſbandman, wherein your ſkill, | 
With admiration doth your readers fill. 
One grain will yield increaſe, it's ten times'ten, 
When th” earth's manured by fuch huſbandmen. 
We may expect rich harveſts, and full crops, . 
When heavenly due deſcendeth in ſuch drops 
W Of ſpiritual rain,- to water ev'ry field, 
TE That it full heaps of grace to Ged may yield. 
=X 1 muſt adore the wiſdom of that God, 
=X That makes men wiſe, *who, even from a clod 
Of earth, can raiſe ſuch heavenly meditation 
Unto a pitch of higheſt elevation. [- 
Beſides, I mark the goodneſs of the Lord, _ 
Performing unto us his faithful word, 
That all ſhall work for good unto the ſaints, ' 
Which, in ſome meaſure, 'lefſens our complaints. 
For though our pulpit-mercies be grown leſs, 
We have ſome gracious helps yet Fon the preſs. . 
And herein all the world may plainly'ſee, 
Dhat faithful ſervants will not idle be. 
We have ſome bricks, although-the ſtraw be gone, 
The church, at laſt, ſhall be of poliſh'd ſtone, 
Whatever men or devils a&t, or fay, 
9700, at laſt, will have - glorious day. 

« I 
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The wretched muck-worm, that from morn to night . 


 Labours, as if 'twere for an heavenly weight ; 
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And, when he hath got all he can, the moſt 
Amounts to little more than a poor cruſt 

To feed his tired carcaſe. If himſelf 

Have, by his carking, got a little pelf, 

Leave i# he muſt, to one he knows not whom, 
And then muſt come to an eternal doom; _ 
And hear his poor neglected wretched foul 
Tell him, at laſt, that he hath play'd the fool. 
But here he's taught, how he, betore he die, 
May lay. up treaſure for eternity, . 
Wherein he may be rich, yea, much more 
Than they that do poſſeſs whole mines of oar. 


= When earth's more worth than heaven, and gold than 


_ - ; 
Then let the worlding run his brutiſh race ; 
But not hefore, unleſs he do intend 


| To meet with foul-deſtruCtion in the end. 


But I muft leave him, and return again 
To gratulate the Author for his pain. 
And here I can't forbear to let my pen 
To tell the world, Of all the *... +," 
'That e'er I met, he, he hath hit the vein 
Torecompence the labourer's hard pain, c 
And taught him how to get the greateſt gain. 
Wherein he treads a path not trod before, 
By which, indeed, his ſkill appears the more. 
I might encominms give him, great and true, 


| And yet come very ſhort of what's his due ; 
' ButI muſt not walk in forbidden ways, 


3 For thereby, I am ſure I ſhould difpleaſe 


% 


Give all the praiſe to the great Hu 
Who will his graces in his ſervants own, 
But doth expect himſelf to wear the crown. 
Farewell, dear Sir, I take my leave, and now. 
Will fay no more than this, God ſpeed the plow. _ 
air _ EDWARD JEFFERY. 


| His pious mind, who doth and 7 :+ Bags 
dman, 
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| TO THE 


WINTELLIGENT COUNTRY READER. 


7 HOU haſt here the fruit. of ſome of my ſpare 

7 | _ hours, which were.thus employed, when, by a ſad 
W Providence, I was thruſt from the ſociety of many dear 
W friends, into a ſolitary country dwelling. TI hope none 
will envy me theſe innocent delights, which I made 
W out of my lonely walks, whereby the Lord ſweetened 
W my ſolitudes there.. *Tis like thou wilt find ſome 
Wi paſſages here that are harmleſsly pleaſant ; yet-I aflure 
Ws thee, I know of none that the moſt Cynical Reader can 
= cenſure, as finfully light and vain. I muſt acknowledge, | 

Ws to the praiſe of God, that I have found ſome of thoſe * 
Ws (which poſſibly ſome of my readers will call the {lighteſt 
W and molt trifling ſubjects of meditation) to be the ordi- 
W nances for inſtruction, caution, and conſolation to my Þ} 
W own ſoul : yea, ſuch a degree of comfort, I do profeſs to 
have found-by theſe things, as hath much indeared the ÞF 
country life to me, and made me much better to under- 1 


ſtand that ſaying of Horace, than when I learned it at 
ſchool, 


Noviſtine locum potiorum rure beato ? WE. 

Eft ubi plus tepeant hyemes ? Ubi gratior aura ?: 
rus quando te adſpiciam ? Duandeoque licebit 

Nunc veterum libris, nunc ns, & inertibus horis 

Ducere ſollicite jacunda oblivia vite. (i. e.) 

. What life can with the country life compare ? | 
Where breathe's the pureſt, and moſt healthful air; 
Where, undifſturb'd, my ſtudy I purſue, w 

And, when I fleep, bid all my cares adieu. 

; be . Hor . Sat. 6. 
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XX The Epiſtle "to the Reader. 


And what I have found ſo beneficial to myſelf, I 
cannot but think may be ſo to others. I aſſure thee, 
reader, I'am not fond of any of theſe conceptions ; and 
yet I think I may modeſtly enough ſay, That the emp. 


- 


 tieſt leaf in this book may ſerve for more, and better 


uſes, than a mere diverſton, when thou can'ſt find lei- 
ſure to peruſe it. . I know, your troubles and cares are 
maniy; and though your condition of life hath -many 
innocent. comforts, and -outward mercies to ſweeten Ml 
it, yet I believe moſt of you have found that ancient 
faying "of Anacreon experimentally true ; —— 


© Some” bitter troubles countrymen do meet, = 
© ' Wherewith'the 'Lord doth intermix their ſweet.” 


| The cares of your minds are commonly no lefs than 
the pains of your 'bodies ; it concerns. you, . therefore, 
to ſweeten 'what you cannot avoid ; 'and I know no 
better way for that than what is here direC&ted to. O 
friends ! what advantages have'you for a fpiritual life ? 
Why may you not have two harveſts every year? One 
for'your fouls, another for your bodies; if you could 
thus learn to huſband ' your huſbaridry. Methinks ſpi- 


Titual meditations do even put themſelves upon you.” 


Hirſbandmen of 61d were generally preſumed 'to be honeſt 
and'good men ;'what elſe means that faying of Melander, 


wi Aypouog eva 7poorroiv Tovegos: wy. 


hy Profeſs thyſelf an huſbandman, 
© And wicked too ! believe*t that can. 


| What you are, godly or wicked, is not for me (that 
am'a ftranger 'to moſt of. you) to'determihe ; but it 


you are not-godly, it is thy*defire and deſign" to make 


you ſo : *arid I could not think 'on a more t probable 
means to'accomplith ' this honeſt deſign, than 'what I 


' here have uſed. 'Methinks it\ſhould be apleafure to 


you, when 'you-come weary outof the fields from' plow, 
3h We or 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader. xxi 


Wor any other labour, to fit down in the evening, and 
Wrcad that chapter which concerns that particular buſt- 
Wc, and refreſh your ſouls, even from that which hath 
WW wearied your bodies. Were your hearts but heavenly, 
Wand more time allowed for ritual huſbandry, your | 
W inward comforts would be much more, and your out- 
WE ward gains not a jot leſs; for if the ſucceſs of afl your 


civil labour, and employments, depend upon the plea- 


: ſure and will of God (as all that are not Atheiſts do ac- 


knowledge) then, certainly, your buſineſs can ſucceed 
never the worſe for your endeavours to pleaſe him, 
upon whoſe pleaſure it ſo entirely depends. TI have 


£ many times lifted up my heart to heaven, whilſt theſe 


papers were under my hand, for a, ſpecial bleſſing to 
accompany them, when they ſhould be in yours, If 
the Lord accompliſh my deſires by them upon your 


ſouls, you ſhall enjoy two heavens ; one here, and an- 


other hereafter. ould not that be ſweet? The hiſ- 


W torian tells us, that Altitius Serarius was ſowing corn | 


in the field, when Q. Cincinnatus came to him bare- 


headed, with letters from the ſenate, ſignifying, that 


he was choſen to the diftatorſhip. TI hope the Lord x 


4 


will ſo bleſs, and ſucceed theſe Ilabours, that many of 


you will be called from holding the plow on earth, to 
| wear the crown of glory in heaven ; which is the fin- 


cere deſire of 


Your hearty well-wiſher, - FF 
JOHN FLAVEL, | 


j 


; 


WH Witneſs the man who did moſt gladly pay 
we For ſome few leaves his whole cart-load of hay. 


| | When holineſs, as ſacred ſcripture tells, 


( xii ) 


THE 


AUTHOR rTo Tus READER. 


"Ow ye, whoſe liſ*ning ears do ever itch 
4 To hear the way preſcrib'd of growing rich ; 
Pl ſhew you how to make your tenements * 
Ten thouſand times more worth, and yet your rents >», 
Not rais'd a farthing ; here my reader ſees, bn 
A Way to make his dead and barren trees IR. ©, 
Yield precious fruit; his ſheep, though ne'er ſo bad, 
| Bear golden fleeces, ſuch ne*er Jaſon had: 
| Inev'ry thing your gain ſhall more than double, 
And all this had with far leſs toil and trouble. 
Methinks'T hear thee ſay, this cannot be, 
PII ne*er believe it. Well, read on, and ſee. 
Reader, hadft thou'but ſenſes exercis'd | 
& To judge aright ; were ſpiritual things but priz'd 
ot At their juſt value, thou would'ſt quickly ſay, _ 
"Tis fo indeed ; thou would'ſt not go thy way 
ike one that's diſappointed, and to fling 
* book afide. T thought *twas ſome ſuch thing. 
Time was when country Chriſtians did afford 
More hours and pains about God's holy word : 


And time ſhall be when heav'nly truth that warms 
The heart, ſhall be preferr'd before your farms ; 


Shall be engraven on the horſes bells, 
Lord, haſten on theſe much defired times, 
| And, to that purpoſe, bleſs theſe rural rhimes. 


9 THE Fe 
P R © E M. 
1 Cor. iii, 9. Ye are God's Huſbandry. 


HE ſcope and deſign of the following chapters be- 
ing the ſpiritual improvement of huſbandry, it 
will be neceſſary, by way of Proem, to acquaint the 
reader with the foundation, and general rules of this art 
in the ſcriptures, thereby to procure greater reſpe&t unto 
and prevent prejudice againſt compoſures of this kind. 
To this end, L ſhall entertain the reader a little while 
upon what this ſcripture affords us,- which will give a 
fair introduCtion' to the following diſcourſe, | 
The apoftle's ſcope in the context being to check and } 
BW repreſs the vain-glory and emulation of the Corinthians, Þ 
W who, inſtead of thankfulneſs for, and an humble and } 
W diligent improvement ot the excellent bleflings of the } 
miniſtry, turn'd all into vain oftentation and emulation, $ 
one preferring Paul and another Apollos ; in the mean | 
time depriving themſelves of the choice bleflings they | 
might have received from them both. EE%: 
o cure this growing miſchief in the churches, he 
checks their vanity, and diſcovers the evil of ſuch prac- | 
tices by ſeveral arguments, amongft which this is one, 


Ye are God's Huſbandry, q. d. 


What are ye, but a held or plot of ground, -to be | 
manured and cultivated for God? And what are Paul, | 
Apollos, and Cephas, but ſo many workmen and la- 
bourers, employed by God, the great huſbandman, to }! 
plant and water you all ? . 


4 — 
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: | "*. i 
If, then, you ſhall glory in ſome, and deſpiſe others, ? 
you take the ready way to deprive yourſelves of the be- }} 


; 
11 


© of Chriſt ſuſtain to the churches, which is like that of 
= the huſbandman's ſervants to him, and his fields ; which 


| | _ goſpel-miniſtry. (For what fruit can be expected, 


[if bandry, (ynwgyiov, georgeon) becauſe God cultivates them 
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- nefits and mercies you might receive from the joint mi-. 
| niſtry of them all. God hath uſed me to plant you, 

and Apollos to water you; you are obliged to bleſs him 
for the miniſtry of both, and it will be your fin if. you 
deſpiſe either. If the workmen be diſcouraged in their 
| Iabours, it is the field that loſes and ſuffers by it; & 
FF that the words are a {imilitude,: ſerving to illuſtrate the 
relation. 


I. Which the churches have to God. | T8 
2. Which God's miniſters have to the churches. 


I. The relation betwixt God and them, is like that 
of an huſbandman to-his ground or tillage. "The Greet 
word ſignifies God's * arable, or that plot of ground 
which God manures by the miniſtry of paſtors and 


- 


2. It ſerves to illuſtrate the relation that the miniſters 


exccllent notion carries in it the perpetual neceflity of a 


where there are pone to till the ground?) As alfo. the 
diligence, accountableneſs, and rewards which theſe la- 
\ bourers are to give to, and receive from God, the great 
Huſbandman. All runs into this, T 
That the life and employment of an huſbandman, ex- 
cellently ſhadows forth the relation betwixt God 
and his church, and the relative duties betwixt its 
miniſters and members. Gs 22; 
Fo Or more briefly thus, _ 
The church of God's huſbandry, about which his 
miniſters are employed, " 24" | 
I ſhall not here obſerve my uſual method, (intending 
no more but a preface to the following diſcourſe) as 
: " only 


”# The faithful (or believers) are called God's huſ- 


38; 


4 as land by means of ſpiritual teachers, or paſtors. 'Rev, 
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ly open the particulars wherein the reſemblance con- . | 
ts; and then draw ſome Corollaries from the whole. | 


m_— ww Nn ou 


he-firſt T ſhall diſpatch in theſe ' twenty [particulars 
L following: Rag F ; 
: Prop. 1. The huſbandman purchaſes his fields, and 
, gives a valuable conſideration for them. Jer. xxxii.9, 10. 
e 


Reddit. So hath God purchaſed his church with. a 
full valuable price, even the precious blood of- his own - 
Won, Acts xx. 28, © Feed the church of God, which he 
<< hath purchaſed, or acquired with his own blood.” 
O dear-bought inheritance, how much does this beſpeak 
its worth ? Or rather, the high eſteem God hath of it, 
to pay down blood, and ſuch blood for it ; never was 
any inheritance bought at ſuch a rate : every particular 
elec perſon, and none but ſuch, are comprehended in 
this purchaſe ; the reſt {tj]l remain in the devil's right. 
Sin made a forfeiture of all to juſtice, upon which Satan 
entered, and took poſſeſſion, and, as a ſtrong man 
armed, ſtill keeps it in them, Luke xi. 21. but upon 
payment of this ſum to juſtice, "the elect (who only are 
intended in this purchaſe) paſs over into God's right 
and property, and now are neither» Satan's, Acts xxvi. 
18, nor their own, 1 Cor. vi. 19.'but the Lord's pecu- 
har, 1 Pet. 11. 6. And to ſhew how much they are his . 
own, you have two poſleffives in one verſe. Cant. viii, 
12, « My. vineyard, which is mine, is before me, - 
& mine, which 1s mine.” —- 

Prop. 2. Huſbandmen divide and ſeparate their own 
lands from other men's, they have their landmarks and 
boundaries, by which property is preſerved, Deut. xxvii, 


17. Prov. XxXii. 28. os 
Reddit. -So are the people of God wonderfully ſepa- 
rated and diſtinguiſhed from all the people of the 
earth, Pſal. iv. 3. © The Lord hath ſet apart him that 
« 15 godly for himſelf. And the Lord knoweth who 
* are his,” 2 Tim. ii. 19. It is a ſpecial a&t of grace, » 
to be incloſed by God out of the waſte howling wilder- 
neſs of the world, Deut. xxxiii. 16. Thus did God 
intentionally, in the decree before the world was, which. 
decree is executed in their ſanQification and adoption. 


"RY  * 3. Prop. 
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- 3- Prop. Corn-fields are carefully fenced by the huf. 
bandman with hedges and ditches, to preſerve their 
fruits from beaſts that would otherwiſe -over-run and 


deſtroy them, Non minus eft virtus quam quarere 
parta, tueri. Itis as U we 
have, as to acquire more than we had. 


"Reddit. « My well-beloved hath a vineyard ina very 
&« fruitful hill, and he fenced it,” Ifa. v. i. 2. No in- 
heritance is better defended and ſecured, than the 
Lord's inheritance, Pfal. cxxv. 2. «© As the mountains 
<« are round about Jeruſalem, ſo the Lord is round a- 
_ « bout his people; +50 careful 1s he for their ſafety, 
« that he createth upon every dwelling-place of Mount 
« yon, and upon her aſſemblies, a cloud and ſmoke by 
.« day, and the ſhining of a flaming fire by night : for 
«upon all the glory ſhall be a defence,” Ifa. iv. 5. 
Not a particular ; Xu but is hedged about and incloſed 
in arms of power and love, Job. i. 10. «© Thou haſt made 
« a hedge about him.” The devil fain would, but 
by his own confeflion could not, break over that hedge 
to touch Joby: till God's permiſſion made a gap for 
hin: yea, he not only makes-an hedge, but a wal 
about them, and that of fire, Zech. ii. 5. Sets a guard 
of angels «© to encamp round about them that fear 
« him,” Pfal. xxxiv. 7. And will not truſt them with 
_ a ſingle guard of angels neither, though their power 
be great, and love to the ſaints as great ; but watches Wi 
over them himſelf alfo, Ifa. xxvii. 2, 3. « Sing ye unto 
« her a vineyard of red wine, I the Lord do keep it, 
.« I will water it every moment.; left any hurt it, 1 
« will keep it night abu Fran | | 
4. Prop. Huſbandmen carry out their compoſt ; to 
fertilize their arable ground, they dung it, dreſs it, and 
 - keepitin heart; and in theſe weſtern parts. are at great 
* - . charges to. bring lime, and falt-water ſand to quicken 
+. their thin and cold (oil. | WO. 
UW Reddit. © Lord, let it alone this year alſo, till I ſhall 
| © dig about it, and dung it; and if it bear fruit, well; 
| -« jf not, cut it down,” Luke xiii. 8. O the rich dreſſing 
which God beſtows upon his churches! they are a 
| | c 
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t-1ds indeed, dreſt and fertilized, not only by precious | 
>rdinances and providences, but alſo by the ſweat, Yeh: 
zlood of the diſpenſers of them. «© You Londoners (faith 
£ Mr. Lockieron Col. p. 552.) are trees watered choice- _ 
© ly indeed ; 'tis ſtoried of the palm-trec, that at its firſt | 
« tranſplanting into Italy, it was watered with wine. 
We I cannot fay (faith he) that you have been ſo wa- 
Wh tered by me, I dare not ; but this I can humbly and 
Wc truly fay, that if our choiceſt ſtrength and ſpirits may 
<< be named inſtead of water, wine; or if the bleſſing 
<< which hath gone along with theſe waters, at any 
WW << time, hath turned them into wine, in vigour upon 
« your ſouls, then hath God by me, watered your 
« roots with wine.” _ | | 
5. Prop. The huſbandman builds his houſe, where 
W he makes his purchaſe, dwells upon his land, and fre- 
quently viſits it ; he knows, that ſuch as dwell far from 
Ws their lands, are not far from loſs. | | 
= Reddit, So doth God ; wherever he plants a church, 
there doth he fix his habitation, intending -there to: . 
8 dwell, Pſalm; xIvi. 5. © God is in the midit of her,” 


upon his own fee and inheritance, in Judea. Lev. xxvi. 
11.12. * And TI will ſet my tabernacle amongſt you, 
« and will be your God, and ye ſhall be my people.” 
= Which dar 4 is again renewed to his churches of |! 
8 the New Teſtament, 2 Cor. vi. x6. And when the 
JF churches {hall be in their greateſt flouriſh and purity, | 
then thall there be the fulleſt and moſt glorious mani- ! 
feſtation of the divine preſence among them, Rev. xxi.3. 
« And Ihearda great voice out of heaven, ſaying, be- 
« Rold the tabernacle of God is with men, and he | 
« will dwell with them, and be their God.” Hence 
the aſſemblies are called, the places of his feet——— 
And there they «< behold the beauty. of the Lord,” - | 
Plal, xxvii. - "0Þ-+ 954,05. 
6. Prop, -Huſbandmen grudge not at the coſt they 
are at for their tillage ; but as they lay out vaſt ſums 
upon it, ſo they do it chearfully, _ h | 


y 


ſhe ſhall not be moved. Thus God came to dwell /| 
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Reddit. « And now, O inhabitants of Jeruſalem, 
« and men of Judah, judge, I pray you, betwixt me 
« and myvineyard ; what could have been done mor: 
« to my vineyard that I have not done init ?*? And as 
he beſtows upon his _—_ 'the choiceſt mercies, {0 
he'doth it with the greateſt chearfulneſs ; for he faith, 
Jer. xxxii. 41. © I will rejoice over them to do them 
« good; and I will plant them in this land affured]y, 
« with my whole heart, and with my whole ſoul.” [t 
is not.the'giving out of mercy (faith one) that grievet!: 
God, but the recoiling of his mercy back again vpoh 
him by the creature's-ingratitude. 5,0 

7. Prop. When huſbandmen have been at coſt and 
pains about their huſbandry, they expect fruit from it 
anſwerable to their pains and expences about it: « Be. 
<-hold (faith James) the huſbandman waiteth for the 
« precious fruits of'the earth.” Jam. v. <> [4a 
Reddit. © And he looked that it ſhould bring forth 
<« fruit,” Iſa. v. 2.  This-heavenly huſbandman waits 
for the fruits of his fields alſo ; never: did' anythuſband- 
man long for the/deſired harveſt, -more' than. God doth 
for the fruits'of holineſs from his ſaints: great are the 
expectations.of God from his'people:: «© And when the 
« time of the fruit drew near;-he ſent his ſervants to 
<«-the huſbandmen, that they might receive the fruits 
« of it.” Wor | | —_ 

8. as Huſbandmen are much delighted to fee 
the ſucceſs of their labours ; it comforts them over a!! 
their hard pains, and many weary days, to ſee a good 
increaſe, _. | | | 

Reddit. Much more is God delighted in beholding 
the flouriſhing graces of his people ; it pleaſes him to 
ſee his plants Aon with fruit, and his valleys fing with 
corn. Cant. vi. 2. «< My beloved is ou down to 
- & the garden, into his beds of ſpices, to feed in the gar- 
« dens, and to gather lillies.” "Theſe beds of ſpices 
(fay * expoſlitors) are the particular churches, the com- 


* Chriſt js fed when he ſees the graces of his people : he 
gathers lillies when he tranſlates any good ſoul out of yhis 
life, Tray ON THE PLACE. res 
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aries of believers ; he goes to feed in theſe gardens, 
like as men go to their gardens to make merry, or to 
gather fruit. Cant. iv. 16. © He eats his pleaſant 
« fruit,” viz. His people's holy performances, ſweeter 
Wo him than any Ambroſia ; thus he feeds. in the gar- 
WT Jens, and he gathers lillies when he tranſlates ouls 
WE into his kingdom above ; © For the Lord taketh plea- 
We << ſure in his faints, and will beautify the meek with 
= < falvation.** 17 og 1 4640 

9. Prop. The huſbandman is exceedingly grieved, 
when he ſees the hopes of a y_ crop diſappointed, and 
his fields prove barren, or blaſted. _ . 

Reddit. So the Lord exprefles his grief for, and an- 
ger againſt his people, when they bring forth no fruits, 
or wild fruits, worſe than none. Hoſea ix. 16. * Eph- - 
« raim is ſmitten, their root is dried up.” Chriſt was 
exceedingly difpleaſed with the fig-tree, and curſed it 
for its barrenneſs ; it grieves him to the heart when 
his ſervants return to him with ſuch complaints as theſe, 


: 


« We have laboured in vain, we have ſpent our ſtrength 
« for nought.”” - 0.4 


10, Prop. Huſbandmen employ many labourers to * 
work in their fields, there is need of many hands for | 
ſuch a multiplicity of bufineſs. 6 ov - 

Reddit. God hath diverſity of workmen alſo in the 
churches, whom he ſends forth to labour in the ſpiri- 
tual fhelds. Eph. iv. 12. © He gave ſome apoſtles, - 
« ſome prophets, and ſome evangeliſts ; and ſome paſ- ! 
« tors and teachers, for the perfeCting of the ſaints, for 
« the work of the miniſtry.” Amos iii. 7. -© I have 
« ſent (my ſervants) the prophets.” Tis uſual with the 
apoſtles to place this title of a ſervant among their ho- 
norary titles, though a profane mouth once called it, 
probroſum artificium, a ſordid artifice. Chriſt hath 
ſtamped a great deal of dignity upon his miniſters, in 
Tetaining them for the neareſt ſervices to himſelf, - 1x 
Cor: iv. 1, © Let a man fo account of us, as the mi-' 
<«:niſters of Chriſt :” they are workers together with 
God: The huſbandman works in the field among his 

labourers, and the great fapeg Uiſdaineth not to work 
| & | | 3 | | im, 
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oy and with his poor ſervants in' the work of the mi. 
—_—_ 1 an 6 ebb. oe oi, 
Prop, 11. The work about which huſbandmen em. 
ploy their ſervants in the field, is toilſome and ſpending; 
you ſee they-come home at night as, weary as they can 
Reddit. But God's workmen, have a much harder 
taſk than they ; hence are they ſet forth in ſcripture by 
the laborious ox, 1 Cor. ix. 9. Rev. iv. 7. Some de. 
rive the word waxovog, deacon, from xo, which ſigni. 
Hies duſt, to-ſhew the laboriouſneſs of their employment, 
labouring till even cheaked with duſt and ſweat. *Tis 
faid of Epaphroditus, Phil.-i1; 13. 5 That for the work 
« of Chriſt he was ſick, and nigh unto death ; not rc- 
© puarding - his: life, to ſupply their lack of ſervice.” 
'The apoſtle's expreflion, Col. 41. ult. is very empha- 
tical, « Whereunto I alſo labour, ſtriving according 
<« to his working ; which worketh in me. mightily.” 
The word axortuuerc, ſignifies ſuch ſpending labour 
2s puts a man into an agony ; and bleſled is that ſer- 
vant, whom his Lord, when he cometh, ſhall find © Wi 
doin . 5 1 ; ETSY on; On D 
Fon 12. The immediate end of the huſbandman's 
labour and his ſervants labour, is for the improve- 8 
ment of his land, to make it more flouriſhing and Wi 
' fruitful. | | | 


'K - Reddit. The ſcope and end of the miniſtry is for the 
1318 pn 


WH it over God's heritage, as if the-church were for them, 


<hurch's benefit and advantage. They muſt not lord 


and not they for the church ; nor ſerve themſelves of 
it, but be the church's ſervants for Jeſus? ſake, 2 Cor. 
|  Iy. 6. the power they have received being for edifhca- 
| tion, and not for deſtruction, 2 Cor. x. 8. Chriſt hath 


given them to the churches ; their gifts, their time, 


their ſtrength, and all their. miniſterial talents, ;are not 
their own, | but the church's ſtock and treaſure. -_ 

Prop. 13. The workmen that labour .in_the fields 
are accountable for "their work to him that employs 


 Redaite 
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R-adit. Church officers are alſo accountable to God 
Wor all the ſouls committed to them. They are ſtewards 
Wor the myſteries of God, 1 Cor. iv. 1. and ftewards are 
W:ccountable. © We watch for your ſouls (faith the a- 
WW poſtle). as, they that muſt give an account,” Heb. 
Wii. 7. If theſe ſervants be unfaithful in. their work 
Wand truſt, the blood of ſouls ſhall be required at their 
Wands, Ezek. 11. 17, 18. which are fulmina, non verba, 
faith Eraſmus) thunderbolts, rather than words. *The 
WW uilt of blood is the greateſt guilt ; and of all blood, the 
ood of ſouls. OT 

= Prop. 14. Thoſe that ſpend their time and ſtrength 
WE! their days, in manuring - and plowing the fields, do 
Wnaintain themſelves and their families by their labours ; 
Wtheir hands are ſufficient for themſelves and theirs. 

= Reddit. «© Even ſo hath God ordained, that the 
W- which preach the goſpel, ſhould live of the goſpel,” 
WW Cor. ix. 14. © The workman is worthy of his meat,” } 
WMatth. x.10. *Tis a fad thing, if thoſe who break the 
Bread cf life to ſouls, ſhould be ſuffered to want bread 
Whemſelves. God would not -have the mouth of an ox 
nuzzled that treads out the corn, but that it have liberty 
Wo cat, as well as work: yet if any pretender to the mi- 
Wniſtry be like the heifer that loves to tread out the corn, 
WL z. 2.) cares to do no work, but ſuch as brings in pre- 
Went pay ; he therein ſufficiently diſcovers his beaſt like 


he {WWliſpoſlition. Miniſters muſt be faithful in their maſter's 
rd rork, and if men do not, God will reward them. For 
m, F< he is not unrighteous to forget their work, and labour 
oi F* of love.” Heb. vi. 10. > | 

:" _ Prop. 15. It is a great trouble to huſbandmen in a 
a- Wuſy time, to be put off from their labours by ſtormy 
ath {Wveather, which drives them out of the fields and makes 


em let all lie, till it clear up again; yet, mean while, 
by, $8 not idle, but employ themſelves in: home- 
york. TO | | 4 
Reddit. Even ſo in God's huſbandry, *tis an un- 
peakable affliction to God's workmen, tq be rendered 
leleſs and unſerviceable to the churches, by thoſe 
torms of trouble, which drive them from their public 
"2 LET miniſterial] 
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| miniſterial work. With what a heavy heart did Paul 


fields which have been well huſbanded, and dreffed by : 
| been long out of huſbandry. How fragrant is the one! 


and in exquiſite order, you may know, without farther Will 


A ſpecial bleſſing comes along with a godly miniſt:W 
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go off from his work at Epheſus, Ads xx. Itſpends a 
miniſter to preach, but more to be filent. *Tis a loud 
aking judgment, when God ſhall ſay to them as to 
zekic], © Son of man, I will make thy tongue cleave 
t to the roof of thy mouth, and thou ſhalt be dumb,” 
Ezek. itt. 26. Such ſilencing providences, ſpeaking 
thundering language to gracious hearts ; yet, even then, 
the keepers of the vineyard have a private vineyard of 
their own to_ look after, they have much home-work, 
when no out-work. | 


Prop. 16. There is a vaſt difference betwixt thoſe 
ſkilful and diligent huſbandman ; and thoſe that have F- 


How dry and barren the other? when you paſs by " 
field well drefſed and fenced, every thing proſperous, 


enquiry, that a good huſband lives there. Z 2 
Reddit. Thus ſtands the caſe betwixt thoſe places 
which God hath bleſſed with a faithful, painful mini-W 


 Rtry, and ſuch as have none or worſe than none : foi 


as the huſbandman's coſt and pains appear in the ver-W 
dant, and fragrant hue of his fields ; ſo a miniſter; 
ins and diligence are (ordinarily) feen in the heaven 
Hes a flouriſhing graces of the people. The church 
of Corinth and Thelfalonica, where Paul, and other hol 


_ inſtruments, ſpent much of their time and pains, bi 


' came famous and flouriſhing churches, 2 Cor. ix. 8 


to the place where ſpecial providence affigns him.-l 
Such places, like Gideon's fleece, have the dew of he: 

' ven lying on them, whilſt others round about are « 
and barren. | "EvFT 

- Prop. 17. The huſbandman is not diſcourage 
though the ſeed lie long under the clods ; he: know 
jt will ring up at laſt, and reward him, or thoſe thi 
come after him, for their pains and patience in waitin} 


for it. 
Redii 
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Piddit. Miniſters ſhould not be preſently diſcouraged 
| their work, becauſe they\ſee but little or no appear- 
nce of all the ſeed they have fown among the people. 
Che © ſervant of the Lord muſt be patient towards all, 
waiting if at any time God will give them repent- 
£ ance,” 2 Tim. 11. 24, 25. And if it never ſpring 

in his time, it may after -his death ; and if fo, he 
all not fail of his reward, John iv. 36, 37. ©« And 
© he that reapeth, receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit 


rs 


that reapeth, may rejoice together ; aud herein 1s 
hat ſaying true, one ſoweth, and another reapeth.”” — 
'hough: miniſters. die, yet their words live; yea, 
heir G_ take hold of men when they are in the duſt. 
ech. tb Bs. 5:4; ; A 

Prop. 18. Huſbandmen find low. grounds, and val- 
eys, moſt fertile ; hills, how lofty ſoever, they over- 
pp the: lower grounds, yet anſwer.not the huſbandman's 
pains, as the valleys, do : theſe are beſt watexed, and 
Wc cured from the wg Vacs the ſun. 

=_— R:4dit. Experience; ſhews us that the humblel 
Wins are moſt fruitful under-the goſpel ; © Theſe are 
= they that-receive with-meekneſs the ingrafted word,” 
-r 5 ames 1. 21. whoſe influences abide in them, as the 


bs OT Se Nc mae, 4 ne 
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nin doth in the low valleys. Happy is that miniſter, 
he iv boſe lot falls in ſuch a pleaſant valley. © Bleſſed 
oF are they that ſow beſide all ſuch waters, that ſend 
be forth thither the feet of the ox and the aſs,” Ifa. 


8-21. 20, among theſe valleys run the pleaſant fprings, 
nd gs rats which fertilize the neighbourin 
round, Heavenly ordinances there leave fruitf 
her WMWntluences. | uoeg. 24 was, 
Prop, 19. The firſt crop is uſually the. beſt, and 
he longer the huſbandman tills his ground, the leſs it 
acer oduces ; after a few years its vigour and- ſtrength is 


> thi Reddit, The firſt entertainment of the goſpel is 

iti Eommonly*the beſt ; and what good is done by the mi- 
ry, is often done at its firſt entrance. New things * 
-0"< pretty, and very taking, * John at firſt was to the 
| | | | CC J e WS 


© unto life eternal, that both he that ſoweth and he 
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& Jews a burning and a ſhining light, and they were 
« willing (for a {caſon) to rejoice 11 his light,” John 
| xe 35- aul was highly valued among the Galatians at 
friſt ; ſuch was their zeal that they could have plucked 
-out their eyes, and have given them to him ; but how 
uickly did this full tide ebb again ? For he complains, 
5 ” _w Is. © Where then 1s the bleſledneſs ye ſpake WW 
« of ?' Ba ng. 3 ng "> if on 
_ Prop. 20. Laſtly, When fields prove barren, and 
will not quit the huſbandman's coſt, nor anſwer the 
ſeed he ſows in them, he plucks up the hedges, and lays Wi 
it waſte, | | | Ga I 
Reddit. So when churches grow formal, and fruit. 
leſs, the Lord removes his goſpel preſence from them, 
plucks up the hedge of his proteCtion from about them, 
and lays them open, as waſte ground, to be over-run 
F by their enemies, Jer. vii. 12. « Go to Shiloh, and 
wr © fce what I did unto it.” What is become of thoſe 
= once famous and flouriſhing churches of'Afia ? Are 
= they not laid waſte, and trodden down by infidels ? 
pr And now go to, (faith the great huſbandman) «1 
'« will tell you what I will do'to mv vineyard ; I will 
[ hh pull up the hedge thereof, and it ſhall belaid waſte,” 
|... Thus you ſee the allegory opened in its particulars; Wi 
ir - from the whole, I ſhall preſent you with theſe five en-Wl 


WH {aing corollaries.. omen 

mw The firſt Corollary. 1h + 
if - © How great then, are the dignities and privileges oi 
Wit © the church of Jeſus Chriſt, whom he hath appro-Will 
i © priated to himſelf, above all the people of the eartl,i 
© to be his peculiar inheritance ?” The reſt of th: 

world is a waſte wilderneſs ; all other places, how plez- 

fant foever, in reſpe&t of their natural amenity and de- 

| lights, are truly.enough called the dark places of the 

_ earth ; diſmal, ſolitary cells, where Ziim and Jim, bit- 

terns, ' cormorants, and every \doleful creature dwells. 

But the church is the paradife of the earth, 'a garden 

incloſed, Cant. iv. 12. in whoſe hedges the On 
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irds chirp, and ſing melodiouſly, Cant. ii. 12, Its | 

ds are beds of ſpices, Cant. vi. 2. and betwixt its 
leafant banks a cryſtal river of living water runs, Rey. 
ii, 1. the ſtreams whereof make glad the city of God, 
WW: the midſt whereof the Lord himſelf delights.to walk. } 
= Sion, with what pleaſures doſt thou abound! If Þ 
WBcrnard was fo raviſhed with the delights of his mona- _ 
cry, becauſe of its green banks, and ſhady bowers, 

Wd herbs, and trees, and various objects to feed his . 
WW ycs, and fragrant ſmells, and ſweet and various tunes | 
WS birds, together with the opportunities of devout con- 

Wcmplation, that he cried out admixingly, © Lord ! what 

WF delight doſt thou provide even for the poor !*? How * 
Wnuch more ſhall we be raviſhed with Sion's glory ? . 
WF or « beautiful for ſfituationis mount Zion.” Of whom 


= . t may much more truly be faid, what a * chronicler of -: 
ul Sur own once ſaid of England, That it is the fortunate - 
- Sand, the paradiſe of pleafure, the garden of Gog, 

ole 


hoſe valleys are like Eden, whoſe hills are as Lebanon, * 
Whoſe ſprings are as Piſgah, whoſe rivers are as Jordan, 
Whoſe wall is the Ocean, and whoſe defence is the 
Word Jehovah, Happy art thou, O Ifrael ; who is like 
nto thee ? Who can count the privileges wherewith 
-hriſt hath inveſted his churches ? O let it never ſeem 
 lighe thing in- our eyes, that we grow within this 
Wlelled incloſure. How ſweet a promiſe is that, Exodywy 
KIX, 5, <. Ye. ſhall be to me a peculiar treaſure, aboye - > 
© all people ; for all the earth is mine,” 

| +... The ſecond Corollary. & Se MY 
Jl Hence it follows, that ſpiritual barrenneſs is a great 
r0-ereproach and ſhame to Chriſtians. Shall God's huſ- 
th, bandry, which is fo planted, watered, fenced, filled 
ti With favours and mercies, be like the barren heath in 
c:-iithe deſart ? gurely it ſhould be ſaid of every foul that. 
grows. here, as the hiſtorian faith of Spain, that there 
Is nihil infruttuoſum, nihil ferile ; nothing barren or 
uniruitful in it, God's vineyard is planted in a very 
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fruitful hill, -If. v, 1. «© And ſurely they that are-planite 
« jn the houſe of the Lord, ſhould flourith in the court 
« of our God; they ſhould bring forth fruit even in 
© old age, to ſhew that God is upright,” Pſalm xcii, 
14. © They are created in Chriit Jeſus unto goo 
«& works, which God hath ordained they ſhould walk 
« in,” Eph. ii. 10. © They are married unto Chrif, 
« that they might bring forth fruit to God,” Rom. vii, 
4. An empty branch 1s a diſhonour to the root that 
bears it, a barren field to the huſbandman that owns it; 
_ God cannot endure that in his fhelds, which he ſuffers in 
the wilderneſs. ET 


The third Corollary. | 

If the church be God's huſbandry, then there is 
ſuch a ſpecial gracious preſence of the Lord in his 
churches, as is not to be found in the world be. 
fide. Where may you expect to find the huſbandman, 
but in his own fi ds? There les -his buſineſs, an( Mi 
there he delights to be. And where may we exp i 
to find God but in the affemblies of his ſaints ? « HM 
_ « walks among the golden candleſticks:”” Rev. ii. x. 1M 
will vaalk among you (faith he) and be your Got, 
2 Cor. vi. 16. Upon this account the church is called 
> oothan Shammah, "The Lord is there, Ezek. xIviti. ult 

ou may ſee the footſteps of God in the creatures, but 
"the face of God is only to be ſeen in his ordinances, 
Hence, Pfalm xxvii. 4. « David longed for the tem-|j 
<« ple, that he might ſee the beauty of the Lord,” Nov 
what is beauty, but a ſymmetry and proportion of parts! 
In the works of creation, you fee one attribute mani- 
feſted in one thing, and another in another thing ; but 
in the ſanCtuary you may ſee beauty, even in all tne 
attributes of God, diſplayed there: And, indeed, we 
find in ſcripture ſuch aſtoniſhing expreſſions about the 
_ viſions of Goe in his church, that in reading them, a man 
can ſee little difference betwixt it and heaven; for as 
the church is called heaven, Matth. xxv. 1. fo- its de- 
ſcription is like that of heaven; Heb. xii. 22, 23.— 
« You are come to the heavenly Jeruſalem, and to an 
| | $6.0 IE « innumerable 
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innumerable company of angels, &c.” And Rev, 
/ 22.” < They ſhall ſee his face, and his name ſhall 
he written in their foreheads.” And ver. 24. The 
Wints are repreſented © ſtanding nearer to the throne of 

© God, than the angels themſelves.” Hence allo or- | 


lk linances are called galleries, in which both ſaints and 
ft, Wngels walk, beholding the glory of him that fits upon 


he throne. - Zech. iii. 7, © If you will keep my ways, 
© I will give you galleries to walk in, among them that 


ſtand by.” 36 
+» The fourth Corollary. | 
If the church be God's huſbandry, then thoſe that be |! 
2zmployed in- the miniſt-rial work ought to be men of _ 
great judgment, and experience in foul-affairs ; for theſe 
are the labourers whom God, the myſtical huſbandman, 
employs, and intruſts about his ſpiritual huſbandry. 
WE Should huſbandmen employ ignorant perſons, that nei- | 
WS ther underſtand the rules, nor proper ſeaſons of huſban- 
Wdry ; how much would ſuch workmen damnify and 
= prejudice him? He will not employ ſuch: to weed his 
= ticlds, as know not wheat from tares 3 or to prune his 
W trees,- that think Midſummer as fit for that work as 
December ; much leſs will God. He qualifes all that 
he ſends, with wiſdom for their work. © His work- 
« men approve themſelves: workmen indeed, ſuch as 
&« need not be aſhamed, rightly dividing the word of 1 
« truth,” 2 Tim. ii. 15. As Bezaleel was furniſhed | 
= with wiſdom, before he was employed in tabernacle- 
work ; ſo Chriſt inſtructs his ſervants, with kill and 
inſight, before they are employed in miniſterial work, 
He gives them a mouth and wiſdom, Luke xxi. 15. en- 
dues them with power from on high ; as Chriſt was 
filled abundantly with the ſpirit for his work, ſo accord- | 
 1ng to proportion, are thoſe that are ſent by him, John 
XX, 21, 22. © As my Father hath ſent me, fo ſend L 
« you.” And as for thoſe that run before they are 
ſent, and underſtand not the myſteries of the goſpel ; I 
ſhall ſay no more of them, but this ; « Father, forgive 
* them, for they know not what they do.” 
| D 'The 
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_-_ - __ "The fifth Corollary. 

To conclude ; if 'tthe church be God's huſbandry, 
that is, if huſbandry have ſo many reſemblances « 
God's works about the church in it ; then how inex. 
cuſable is the 1gnorance of huſbandmen in the things of 
God, who beſides the word of the goſpel, have the 
teaching of the creatures ; and can hardly turn their 
hands to any part of their work, but the Spirit hints i 
one ſpiritual uſe or other from it to their ſouls ! How Wl 
do the Scriptures abound with parables, and lively ſimi. 
litudes taken from huſbandry ? From the field, the feed, 
the plow, the barn, from threſhing and winnowing; 
ſimilitudes alſo from planting, graffing, and pruning of 
trees; and not a few from the ordering of cattle. So 
that. to what bulineſs ſoever you turn your hands, in 
any part of your calling, till God meets you with one 
heavenly inſtruction or other. But alas | How few are 
able to improve their civil employments to ſuch excel. 
lent ends | Theſe things are but briefly hinted in the 
Scriptures, and thoſe hints ſcattered up and down, that 
they know not where to find them z and if they could, 
yet would it be difficult ſo to methodize them, as it is 
neceſſary they ſhould be, in order to their due improve- 
ment by meditation, al 
' And therefore I judged it neceffary to colle&t and 
| prepare them for their uſe; and in this manner to pre- 
| ſent them to you, as you find them in the following | 
chapters. Read, confider, and apply ; and the Lord 
make you good huſbands for your own ſouls. 
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Huſbandry Spiritualized. 


- CHAP. þ | 
"Upon the Induſtry of the Huſbandman. 


Tn the laborious Huſbandman you ſee, 
© What all true Chriſtians are or ought to be. 
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OBSERVATION. 


JYHE employment of the hufbandman is by all ac- 
# 3 knowledged to be very laborious ; there is a 
gmultiplicity of buſineſs incumbent on him. The end of 
gone work 1s but the beginning of another ; every ſeaſon 
Wot the year brings its proper work with it: ſometimes 
Wyou find him in his fields, drefling, plowing, ſowing, 
Wharrowing,” weeding, or reaping ; and ſometimes in his 
barn, threſhing or winnowing 3 ſometimes in his 
gorchard, : planting, graffing, .or pruning his trees, and 
Pometimes/among his cattle; fo thathe hath no time ta 
be idle. © And as he hath a multiplicity of buſineſs, ſo- 
we very part of it is full —_ and ſpending labour ; he. 
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eats not the bread of idlenefs, but earns it before hy 
eats it; and, as it were, dips it in his. own ſweat, 
whereby it becomes the ſweeter to him. Though fin 
brought in the huſbandman's ſweat, Gen. iii. 19. yet 
now not to ſweat would increaſe his fin, Ezek. xvi. 49, 


APPLICATION, 


| . Behold here the life of a ſerious Chriſtian, ſhadowe( 
forth to the life. As the life of a huſbandman, ſo the 
life of a Chriſtian is no. idle or eaſy life. "They that 
take up religion for oſtentation, and not for an cecupa- 
tion, and thoſe that place the buſineſs of it in notions, 
and idle ſpeculations, in forms, geſtures, and external 
obſervances, may think, and call it ſo: but ſuch as de- 
- vote themſelves unto it,- and -make rehgion-their buſt 
nefs, will find it no eaſy work, to exerciſe themſelves 
to godlineſls, Many hem are, that affect the reputa- 
tion and ſweet of it, who cannot endure the labour 
and ſweat of it. . If men might 'be indulged to divid: Wi 
their hearts betwixt God and the world, or to cull out 
the cheap and eaſy duties of it, and neglect the more i 
difficult-and coſtly ones, it were an eaſy thing to be a 
Chriſtian : but ſurely to have a reſpett to Ki God's 
commandments, to live the life, as well as ſpeak the BW 
language of a Chriſtian ; to be holy in all manner of 
converſation, is not ſo eaſy. This will be evident, by WW 
comparing 'the life; of a Chriſtian, - with the life of 3 
huſbandman, in theſe five particulars z wherein-it will 
appear, that the work: of a- Chriſtian, 1s by mich the 
hardeſt work of the two. 1d ar 3 
1. The huſbandman hath much to do, many things ll 
to look after ; but the Chriſtian more : if we reſpect Wl 
TH the extenkveneſs of his work, he hath a large field in- Wl 
I deed to labour in, Pſalm cxix,.96. « Fhy Command- 
| « ment is:exceeding: broad,” of a vaſt extent and lati- 
Bl. tude, compriſing not only a multitude of external acts 
tl and duties, and guiding the offices of the outward man 
I about them, but alſo taking in every thought and mo- 
WM tion-of the inner man within its compals, 


; | - , . | 
The, Heavenly Uſe. of \Earthily. Things. 4k 
You find inthe word, a world of-work--cut-out for 


, . ” , 

| briſtians.; -thete's hearing-work,: praying-work, read- 
2 ho meditating-and-ſelf-examining wonk ; it puts. him 
: WW upon a conftant watch over all-the corruptions. of 
. :; heart. - Oh, what a world of work hath a Chriſtian 


ESbout him? Por:of them: he may -fay, asthe Hiftorian 
Woh of Hannibal; they are'never quiet, whether con- 
Wrering/ or conquered: | Haeintop week; feagwihing 
Wr2ces hathohe:to recover, improve, and. ſtrengthen. 

WT here is a weak faith, a languithing love, dull-and'fawnt 
We ſires to. be quickened, and'invigorated..; And' when 
Wl this:is:done, what a multitude of work do-his ſeve-: 


mn = incumbent on-.him,- as @ parent; ichilg,” huſband, 
- Mite, maſter, ſervant, or friend; yeag not: ghly ito friends; 
i- WWut enemies:'> And-befides al this; how mary. dichoutt 


ings are there to -be borne-and fuffered':for Chritt? 


J- nd yet God will not allow his people in the neglect 
ur WF any one'of them : neither can he be a Chriſtian that | 
de WWath not: refpe&t to every command, and'is not holy 


WW all manner-of converſation, Pſalm cxix. 6. : 2'Pet. 


re Wi. 11. every'one of theſe duties, like the ſeveral-ſpokes 
2 a a wheel, come to 'bear, in the-' whole * round of a 
I's 


WE briſtian's converſation ! ſo. that he hath more- work 
pon his hands than the huſbandman. oo 47 
2. Fhe huſbandman's work is confeſſed to be ſpend- 
2 work, but not like the Chriſtian's. What Auguſtus 
Wd of the young Roman, is verified in the true Chriſt- 


4 
11 En, Puicguid valde vult, Whatſoever he doth 
he WH religion, he doth to purpoſe. Under the law, God 


| jected: the ſnail and the aſs, Lev. xi. 30. Exod. xii. 
3 And under the goſpel, he allows no ſluggiſh, lazy 
rofeſſor, x Tim. v. 11. 13. Sleepy duties are utterly 


n- {Wnſuitable to the living God : he will have the very 
d- BP'rits diſtilled and offered up to him in every duty, 
br Wobn iv. 24. he beſtows upon his people the very ſub- 


ance and kernel of mercies, and will not accept from 
em the ſhells and ſhadows of duties ; not the'ſkin, 
ut the inwards, and the fat that covereth the inwards, 

Fo D 3 was” 


WE! rclations-exact from him ? He hath a worlkdof buſts | 
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| was required under»the Jaw, Exod. xxix. | 30. : And 

every ſacrifice: under the goſpel, muſt. be | ſacrificiun 

medullatum, a ſacrifice full -of marrow : obſerve the 
manner in which their work is to-be performed. -; 

Rom, xii; 11, | In ſerving God, fervent in fpirit, 

| 'hifling hot.-:. 2 Pet. 1.10; - ſecuring ſalvation, . dili. 
| 


gent ;" or:doing, it:thoroughly and enough; . :3 Tim: iv, Wl 

| godlineſs,; exerciſing or ſtripping themſelves a; Mi 

tor a vace.. | Liuke xiitz124. In the purſuitiof happineſs, 
ſtriving:even to-an agony. ooo ne 

+ Acts'xxvi. 7. In prayer, ſerving God inſtantly ; o 

3n'a-ſtretched-out manner ; yea pouring out their hearts i 

before him, Pſalm 1x1i,.8. as if the body-were left 1ike i 

 partedifrom'it, and aſcended:to God, _ Fhis is the man. 

ner | of his: work: judge then how much harder this 

ow 18, ithain to ſpend-the ſweat:of the brow in manual Wl 

©: 4 Bats) 20 51 CN VS a es DT TE TT 3-40 #9 

_  3- The huſbandman finds his work as he left-it, b:W 

can begin one-day where he left the other ; but it is no: Wi 

Jo with the Chriſtian, a bad.heart and a buſy-devil, di. 

order and ſpoil his | work | eyery day. | 'Fhe Chriſtian 

Hinds not his heart in the, morning, as he left it at night; 

; and;even when he is -aboutjhis work, -how - many ſct- 

= backs doth he meet with ? | Satan ſtands at his right-W 

| & Hand (the working hand) to reſiſt him, Zech. iii. 1.8 


Hh when he would do good, evil (the evil of his own heat 
wy and nature) is preſent with him. __. gf, © 
I! 4. The huſbandman hath ſome reſting days, when 
I he throws aſide all his work, and takes his recreation; 
HF but the Chriſtian hath no reſting-day, till -his dying 
i day ; and then he ſhall reſt from his labours. Reliz-Wl 


* abounding in the work of tne Lord,” 1 Cor. xv. 5.8 
When one duty is done, another calls for him ;. tl 
ll -Lord's day is a day of reſt to the huſbandman, but nll 
1 l day in the week ſo laborious to the Chriſtian. - O "wil 
Wy 2 ipending day to him, When he hath gathered in ti 


yl | on allows no idle days, « b»t requires him to be alway 


crop of one duty, he is not to fit down fatisfied there 
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vith, or ſay as the rich gee 7 did, Luke xii. 19. 
© Soul, take thins eaſe, thou haſt goods laid up for 
© many years 3” but muſt to plow again, and count it 
ell if the vintage reach to the ſeed-time, Levit. xxvi. 
-. 1 mean, if the ſtrength, influence, and comfort of - 
Wonc duty, hold-out-to another duty ; and that it _ 
Wc ſo, and there be no room left for idleneſs, Godhath 
Wppointed ejaculatory prayer, to fill up the intervals-be- 
WS wixt tated 'and' the'mnore folemn duties. Theſe are to 
Wcep in the fire; which kindled the morning ſacrifice, 
to kindle the evening ſacrifice. When can the Chrif- 
tian fit down and ſay, © Now all my work is ended, 1 
W- have nothing to do without doors, or within ?? 
SS Lol, There is a time when the labour of the huſ- 
- bandman is:ended ; old'age and weakneſs takes him off 
Wfrom all employment ; they:can only look upon their la- 
Wbourers, butcannot'do a ſtroke of work themſelves ; - 
Wthey can tell you what they did in. their younger years, 
but now (ſay they) we mult leave it to younger people: 
Wwe cannot be young always ; but the Chriſtian is never 
i. ſuperannuated as to the work of religion ; yea, the 
WW onger he lives, the more his maſter expeCts from him. 
WV hen he'is full of days, God 'expedts he ſhould be full 
of fruits, Pſalm xcii. 14, They will bring forth fruit 
WF in old age, they ſhall be fat and flouriſhing. v1 


REFLECTIONS. 


= 1. How hard have I laboured for | 
(A the meat that periſheth ? Prevented the The world- 
= dawning of the day, and laboured as in ling's refleftion. 
121-8 the very fire, and yet is the Chriſtian's » 
work harder than mine ? ſurely then I never yet under- 
ſtood the work of Chriſtianity. Alas, my fleepy pray- 
ers, and formal duties, even all that ever I performed 
in my life, never coft me that pains, that one hour at 
plow hath done. - I have either wholly neglected, or, at 
beſt, ſo lazily performed religious duties, that I may 
truly-ſay, I offer to God what coſt me nothing. Wo 
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is me poor wretch ! How is,the judgment of Corah pi. 
ritually executed upon me? 'Fhe earth. opened. her 
mouth, and ſwallowed. up his body ; but it hath opened 
its mouth and ſwallowed up my heart, my time, and all 
my affections, How far aml from the kingdom of God! 
re 33 27.3 þ 2. And how. little better is-my caſe 
- ; The: forma- who have indeed profeſſed religion, but 
kf#s refieion. never made. it my. buſineſs. ? Will an 
44 _ empty (though ſplendid) profeffion ſave 
me ? How:-many brave ſhips have periſhed in the ſtorms, 
notwithſtanding their fine names, the Profperous, the 
Succeſs, the Happy Return ? A fine name could not 
prote& them from the rocks, nor will it ſave me from 
ell,  T have done by religion, as I ſhould: have done 
by the world; prayed as if I prayed not; and heard 
as if I heard not. I have given to God: but/the ſhadow 
of duty, and can never expect from him areal, reward, 
3. How unlike a Chriſtian doft thou 

The refletti- alſo, (O my ſoul) go about'thy work ; MW 
on of a flothful though upright in the main, yet how iſ 
Chriftian. little zeal and activity doſt thou expreſs 
| in thy duties ? awake, love and zeal, 
ſeeſt thou not the toil and pains men take for the world! 
How do they prevent the dawning -of the day? And 
labour as in the-very fire till night ; and all this for a 
trifle ! Should not every drop of ſweat which I ſee trickle 
from their brows, fetch (as it were) a'drop of blood i 
from my heart? who am thus convinced and reproved 
of ſhameſul lazineſs, by their indefatigable diligence. 
Do they-pant after the duſt of the earth, Amos u. 7, 
And ſhall I not pant after God, Pſalm xli. 1. Ah, 
my ſoul, it was not wont to be fo. with thee, in the 
days of my firſt profeſſion. Should I have had no more 
communion with God in duties then, it. would have 
broken my heart : I thould have been weary of my lite. 
EBT! Is this a time for one to ſtand idle, who ftands at the 
yl! door of eternity ?' What, now flack-handed when 1 
Wi near to my evertaſting reſt | Rom. xiii. 11. or haſt thou 
WI found the work of God ſo unpleaſant to thee ? Prov. 
Wh iii. 17. or the trade of godlineſs ſo unprofitable ? Pſalm 


= 
wu? - 
| 
va 
vol 
þ- 
cg 
"* 
Yo 
wo 
* 
I 
CE -., 
TJ 
x 
Ky 
9 
4 
=— 
a 
2 
TY 
- 
654 « 
£ & 
ne 
- 
_ 
* 
7 
"5p 
Fad 
VS 
Ru 
i 
bs <7 
#4 
N ( 
A 
K+ 
Fre 
9 
> 6 6 
as 
50% 
 FOIFY 
2 
” Ss 
A&A 
$ 
f 
T4 
© 
£- 
229 
- | 
A”. 
2 
'*, wy 
4 
a 
- 
Is: - 
p 
bs 
% 9,5 
Fs o 
{ q 
L & 
8 
4 


x4 20E> er DIS SS 4 fon 4 
LORE IE 01 a7 Aa 


COUOUCIEES ES IOAe oriotod or brane + 7 EU SEE CEO EEO EET ror comenn an AR” 


The Heavenly Uſe of Earthly Things. 45 


WL: 11. Or knoweſt thou not, that millions now in 
Wcl! periſhed for want of ſerious diligence in religion, 
WT ke xiii. 34. nor doth my diligence for God, | anſwer 

o that which Chriſt hath done and ſuffered, to -pur- 
WE haſe my happineſs : or to the preparations he hath 
Wade in heaven for me? Or doſt thou forget that thy 
Whaſter's eye is always upon thee,. whilſt thou art lazing 
End loitering ? Or would the damned live at this rate 
BS I do, if their day of grace might be recalled ? For 
hime ! (my ſoul) for ſhame ! rouze thyſelf ; and fall 
8 thy work, with a diligence anſwerable to the weight } 
Whcreof ; for it is no vain work concerning thee ; it is 
ay lite. 


- 


The P O E M. 


Weclicgion When advanc'd in power, 
WF ill make you Husband every hour. 
Wl will make Men ftrive with all their might, 
W.nd therein Find a ſweet delight. 
there were MNought beſides that pay - 
WE hriſt gives. To chear us in our way ; 
Would we not Do the beſt we' can? 
a or there's No ſuch reward from man. 
Whall others Fork, and not regard 
W heir ſtrength; To get a ſmall reward ? 
= bilſt we Turn ſlugs, and loiter thus? - 
P that © Their zeal might/quicken us ?: 
WV by are our CZHands and feet fo flow, 
Vhen we. ; | Unto our buſineſs go? + 
pow can we 8 Then Chriſt's pay expect, 
nd yet the = Chriſtian's work reject ? 
this, then Alfa that embrace, 
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Them both :_ » Sage we: both diſgrace. 


ape 


| Someif -  They.could theſe two divide, : 
'T would Pleaſe them well, with Chriſt to ſide! 


But if they May not, then it were 

As good |, - Ceaſe pleading, they'll not hear. 
Rouſe up - From ſloth, (my ſoul) betake 
Thee to thy - MH7ork, no cavils make. 

O ftrive,  Andtry | faints ſay that even (- 
The pain they Take, much of heav*n. = 
wh , But yet Their beſt wine's kept till laſt, = 
i | "Their reſt, and. Eaſe comes all fo faſt, 
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{ Upon the Thriftineſs of the Huſbandman, 
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The hardeft labourers are the thriving men : 
1f you'll have thriving ſouls, be attive then. 


OBSERVATION. ; 
| nh and diligence 1s the way to thrive and |. 


grow rich in the world. "The earth muſt be manured 
or its increaſe is in vain expected ; Yu! frugit malan, i 
fugit farinam ; © He that refuſes the mi ſes the 
rn uth the proverb). © "The diligent foul 
6 ſhall be made fat,” Solomon hath. two proverbs con-Wi 
cerning thriftineſs and increaſe in the world. JM 
Prov. Xx. 4. he faith, « The hand 'of the diligent ma-Wi 
« keth rich.” And ver. 22. he ſaith, « "The ble-Wl 
« ſing of the Lord maketh rich.** Theſe are not con-Wil 
tradictory, but confirmatory each of other ; one ſpeak 
of _ the principal, the other of the inſtrumental cauſe 
Diligence without. God's blefling will not do it ; an 
that blefling cannot be expected without diligence; 

| therefore 
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erefore huſbandmen ply their buſineſs with unwearied 


Wins, they do'even lodge in the midſt of their labours 


z that good huſband Boaz did, Ruth ii. 3. They are 


WEr{imonious of their time, but prodigal of their ſweat 


d ſtrength, becauſe they find this to be the thriving 


TIN 
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APPLICATION. +2755 0 


As nature opens her treaſures to none but the dili- 


| Went, ſo neither doth grace. He that will be rich, 
WHuſt be a painful Chriſtian ; and whoſcever will cloſely 


y the trade of Godlineſs, ſhall comfortably and 
ickly find, «< That in keeping God's commands, 
there 1s a great reward,” FYfalm xix. 11. Godis a 
bountiful rewarder of ſuch as diligently ſeek him.” 


: eb. xi. 6. They muſt not indeed work for wages,* 
pr yet will God ſufter their work to go unrewarded ; 


a, it ſufficiently rewards itſelf, 1 Tim. vi. 6. And its 


- eward is twofold ; (1.) Preſent, and in part; (2.). 
Suture, and in full, Mark x. 29, 30. Now, in this 


e, -an hundred-fold, even from ſuffering, which 


: ems the moſt unprofitable part of the work, and in the 
World to come life everlaſting. If you aſk what preſent 
Wantage Chriſtians have by their diligence ? I anfwer, 


much and more than the huſbandman hath from his 


Wils and labours. Let us compare the particulars, and 
WE what the huſbandman gets, that the chriſtian gets 
Wt alſo. Compare your gains, and you will quickly” 


1. You get credit and reputation by your diligence ; 


Ws a commendation and honour to you, 'to be active 


d ſtirring men : But how much more honour doth 
od put upon his laborious ſervants ? *Tis the higheſt 
nour of a creature, to be active and uſeful for its 
od. Saints are called veſſels of honour, as they are 
ted for the maſter's uſe, 2 Tim.ii. 21. Wherein _ 
1 


* Non mercenarii ſed operarii. 
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fiſts the honour of angels but in this ; that they are mi. 
niſtering ſpirits, ſerviceable creatures? And all the 
apoſtles gloried in the title- of ſervants. "The lowef 
office in which a man can ſerve God, even that of a Nj. 
thinim, or door-keeper ; which was the loweſt order 
rank of offices in the houſe of God, Ezek. xliv. 10, 11, 
is yet preferred by David before the ſervice of th: 
. greateſt prince on earth, 'Pfalm Txxxiv. 10. *Tis no 
Fnall honour to be active for God. 

2. You have this benefit by your labour, that there. 
by you avoid looſe and evil company, which wouliliſ 
draw you into - miſchief, By diligence- for God, tieM 
Chriſtian alſo is ſecured from temptation ; « God is 
« with them, while they are with himy””* 2 Chron. xy, 
' 4. Communion with God in the way of duty, is :M 
great preſervative againſt temptations : "The ſchoolme«Mf 
put the queſtion, how the angels and glorified fainzM 
become impeccant? - and reſolve it thus : That thei 
are ſecured from fin, by the beatifical viſion ; and ſur 
I am, that the viſions of God, not only in glory, bu 
now alſo in duty, are marvellous defences againſt (in; 
and they who are moſt active for God, have the full:{M 
and cleareſt viſions of God, John xiv. 21. S 

3- You have this benefit by your labour, that i 
tends much to the health of your bodies. The Chri 
tian hath this benefit by his labour, that it tends to i 
. healthful ſtate of ſoul; © "The way of the Lord ii 


« ſtrength to the upright.” Prov. x. 29. As tho 


O 


that follow their daily labours in the field, have mul 
more health than citizens that live idly, or ſcholars thai 
live a ſedentary life :* So the active Chriſtian enjoi 
more ſpiritual health, and is troubled with fewer con 
plaints than others. | 6 2 

4. By diligence in your civil employments, yl 
preſerve. your eſtates, and are kept from running bl 
Kotkant in the world. Bailifts trouble not ſul 
men's doors ; they uſually have the forefoot of thei 
neighbours. An by achvity and dilizence for G8 
ſouls are kept from backſliding, and running back | 


#433 } 
Y. 


our gains to 


A 
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heir graces and comforts. Remiſions and intermifſions 
1 our duties, are the firſt ſteps and degrees by which 
ſoul declines and waſtes as to his Tpiritual eſtate. 
= 5. Your pains and diligence in the fields, make 
Wour bed ſweet to you at night, Ecclef. v. 12. < Reft 
WE is ſweet to a labouring man, whether he eat little or 
WS much.” But the diligent life of a Chriſtian makes 
hc clods of the valley, his grave, ſweet unto him, 2 
Wor. i. 12. 2 Kings xx. 3. «© Remember now, O 
Lord, how I have walked before thee, &c.” "Think 
WE hriftian, how ſweet 'it will be for thee, when thou 
Womeſt to die,- to ſay then, as thy Redeemer did, when 
Wear his death, John xvii. 4, 5. © I have finiſhed the 
= work which thou gaveſt me to do ; and now, O Fa- 
ther, glorify me with thine own ſelf.” | 
= 6. The expence of your ſweat fills your purſes, you 
Wet eſtates by your diligence and labour ; but what are 

the gains of Chriſtians ? "They can get in 


WW: hour that which they will not part with for all the 
01d and {Iver on earth, Prov. it. 14. | 


a So that compare theſe labourers, as to all their ad- 
WW: :tages, and you ſhall ſee, that there is no trade like. 
Wat which the diligent Chriſtian drives. 


REFLECTIONS. 


WW 7. Bluſh then, O my foul, at the con- Eg 

Wderation of the lazineſs and floth, which wm arc, 
$ attended with ſo many fpiritual wants ! of the f{oth- 

nd can I wonder at it, when I refuſe the ful ſoul. 

ainful way of duty, in which the precious T7 

Wuits of zodlineſs are only to be 

Ly upon the ſurface of duty, or could be had with 


found ? If theſe fruits - | 


i:nes. I ſhould not want thei ; but to dig deep and 


ke pains, I cannot. My defires, like thoſe of the 
lothful man, kill me, becauſe my hands refuſe to la- 
Jour, Prov. xxi. 25. If every duty were to be re- 
varded preſently with gold, would I not have been. 
nore ailiduous in them, than 1 have been? And yetT . 
Eh | know 


50 Huſbandry Spirttualized : Or, > 


know that a heart full of the grace and comfort of the 
Holy Ghoſt, is better than a houſe full of gold and 1. 
ver. 'O what a compoſition of ſtupidity and floth am 
I! I have been all for the ſhort cut to comfort, whe 
conſtant experience teacheth, that the further way a- Wl 
bout, by painful duty, is the nearer way to it, Wh: 
pains do huſbandmen take ? What peril do ſeamen run 

- for a little gain? O ſluggiſh heart! wilt thou do no- 
thing for eternal treaſures ? bo 

Secondly, if there be ſuch great reward attending di. 
ligence in duty, then why art thou fo apt (O my ſoul) 
to caſt off duty, becauſe thou findeſt not preſent comfort i 
init? How quickly am I diſcouraged, if I preſently 
find not what I expe& in duty? Whereas the well is 
deep, and much pains muſt be taken to draw up tho 
waters of joy, Iſa. xii. 3. There is a golden vein in 
the mount of duty, but it lies deep; and becauſe | 
meet not with it as ſoon as I expect, my lazy heart 
throws by the ſhovel, and cries, dig I cannot, 

Thirdly, It this be indeed the rich and 

The world- thriving trade, why do I peddle about 

 bing's refle&ti- the poor, low things of the world fo 
on. much, neglecting the rich trade of godli- Wl 

neſs for it? O, how much of my time| Dy 

and ſtrength have theſe things devoured ? Had I em- 
ployed that time in communion with God, would it I 
not have turned to a better account? Tiinkeſt thou in M8 
earneſt, O my ſoul, that God hath endowed thee with 
ſuch excellent faculties, capable of the moſt divine and 
heavenly employments, or that Jeſus Chriſt hath ſhed Wl 
his invaluable precious blood, or that he hatiz ſent forth MW 
the glorious ſpirit of holineſs, and all this to fit men tor 
no higher or nobler employments than theſe ? . 

Is this the end of thy wonderful creation ? Doth 
God whirl about the heavens in endleſs revolutions, to 
beget time for this ? Or doth he not rather expect that 
the weightieſt work ſhould engroſs thy greateſt ſtrength, 
and choiceſt hours? O that I would once conſider, 
what a good Maſter Chriſtians ſerve, who will not only 


 abundant]y 
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WE-bundantly reward them atnight, but bring tacm their 
W-0d into the field to encourage them in their 1.bour | 
What pity is it, that fo good a Matter thould be ſo 
WWbadly ſerved as he hath been by me ! Hark how he 
" WWplcads to gain my heart. 


L The POEM, by way of dialogue betwixt Chriſt and 


tie worid, 


CHRIST. 


Why ſo free of ſweat and time, 
"Rs For what ere long will not be thine ?+ 
= Or if it might, thou ſel''ſt to loſs, 
= 4 precious ſoul for laſting drofs.. 
BS 1 hoſe weary hands, and tolling brains, 
Might be employed for better gains. 
= \V ouldſt thou but work as hard for me, 
- BS As for the world, which cozens. thee ; 
SS 1 by gains ſhall be a thouſand-fold : 
- WE tor my revenue's more than. gold. 


-—- 


Soul, I have always found thee willing, 
Rather by me to earn a ſhilling, | 
Than truft uncertain things which lie 
Beyond thee in eternity. ? 
dhall things unſeen now tempt thee ? "Tuſh, 
A bird in hand's worth two 1” th? buſh. 

I pay thy wages down in hand, 
This thou canſt feel, taſte, underſtand. 

| O et not ſuch a vain pretence 
Prevail againſt thy very ſenſe, 


E 2 CHRIST: 
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CHRIST. 


Thus beaſts are led, thus birds are ſnar'd, 
'Thus ſouls for ruin are prepar'd.' : 
What ! truſt no farther than you ſee, 
You'll truſt a thief as far as me. 

Deluded. wretch | will nought but fight 
And ſenſe convince thee ? O how right, 
How juit is God ! whoſe direful ſcourge 
Such arguments in hell ſhall urge. 


WORLD. 


— 


Chriſt threatens wrath to come, but I 

Do threaten thee with poverty. 

And why wilt thou thyſelf, and thoſe 

"That are ſo dear, to want expoſe ? 

Come, ſee the ſaints ; for all their brags, 

How well they thrive, they're cloath'd with rags. 


CHRIST. 
If my dear faints in rags do go, 


'*T'is not religion clothes them fo ; 
But by ſuch wants the Lord prepares 
'Their ſouls againſt the killing ſnares : 
They all are heirs, though under age, 
Expectants of their heritage : 
Kept ſhort for preſent, yet contemn 
A change with thoſe that ſcoff at them. 


: WORLD. 


It is in vain to plead, for I 

With preſent things charm pow*rfully ; 
Whate'er thou ofter'ſt, they'll defpile, 
I hold them pris'ners by their eyes. 
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they will ſerve no other Lord, 
hen let it ſtand upon record, 
zainft their ſouls, that they refus'd 
y wages, and my grace abus'd. 
demember this when they ſhall ſee 


3 \ 1] turn'd to aſhes that's in-thee. -- | $5 
a3NO TH E-R; 


ONE will deny but thoſe are bleiled pains 
-3 Which are attended with the richeſt gains. 
rant this, and then moſt clearly *tis inferr*d;\ 
WS oul-work to all deſerves to be preferr'd. 
BE his is an unknown trade : O who can count 
9 o what the gains of godlineſs amount ? 
BF or one poor ſhilling, O what riſques ſome run ? 
WDome toiling, as 1 th* fire, from ſun to ſun, 
BV hereas one hour ſpent with God brings in 
SDuch heav*nly treaſures, that poor ſouls have been 
WEnrich'd for ever, Even as you ſee OR 
BEA prince's favourite upon the knee, 
WCan in an hour's time more wealth obtain, 
&1 han all your lives by labour you can gain. 
a ray'r-gains are great, and quick returns are made, 
Egourc then the chriſtian drives the richeſt trade. 
WT [15 true, the hypocrite that never drove 
4 ſerious trade for heaven, may bankrupt prove : 
But holy fouls, which mind, and cloſely ply 
WE | heir buſineſs, greatly are enrich'd thereby ; _ 
W | he diff *rence *twixt the one, and't' other's beſt 
By ſuch a fimile as this expreſt : | 
Ws in a ſummer's day you often ſee 

The wanton butterfly and painful bee ; 
On fragrant flowers fix, - whence one doth ſtrive 
v7 To bear his precious burthen to the hive ; 

WT { be other's pains no profit with it brings, ; 
His time is ſpent in painting of his wings. 

4. When Þ 
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When winter comes, the bee hath full ſupplies, 
The other creeps into a hole, and dies. 

Like different events ſhall be betwixt 

The painful faint, and lazy notionift. 


CHAP. Ml. 


Upon the Chearfulneſs of the Huſbandman, 


The plowman ſings, and whiſtles.tho' he fiveat. 
_ Shall Chriſtians droop, becauſe their work is great, 


OBSERVATION. 


T. HOUGH the labours ofhuſbandmen are very great 
and toilſome, yet with what chearfulneſs do they 
go through them ? It is very delightful to hear the me-Wil 
lody they make, by whiſtling, as they follow the plow; 
yea,, the very horſes have their bells, which make 2M 
pleaſant noiſe. Horſes (faith Mr. Fuller) will do mori 
- for a whiſtle, than a whip; and their bells do, as ii 
were, gingle away their wearineſs.. I have been. often 
delighted with this country muſic, whereby, they ſweeter 
their hard labours with an innocent pleaſure, and verity 


the ſaying of the poet. | 


Tempus in agrorum cultu conſumers dulce ft. 
: IG UP ANITSO RE Wh OTE : Ovid. 
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Altho” the plow from morning until night, : 
Lime ſteals away with pleaſure and delight. 


APPL 
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WT)UT how much greater cauſe have the people of 
4 [3 God to addreſs themſelves unto his work with all 
hcartulneſs of Spirit? And, indeed, ſo far as the 
WW:cart is ſpiritual, it delights in its duties. *'Tis true, 


hc work of a Chriſtian is painful, and much more 
Wpcnding, than the huſbandman's (as was opened chap. 
WL.) but then it as much exceeds in the delights and 
WE caſures that attend it, What is the Chriſtian's work, 
WHut < with joy to draw water out of the wells of falva- 
WS tion?” Ita. xii. 3. You may ſee what a pleaſant path 
We path of duty - is, by the chearfulneſs of thoſe that 
have walked in them, Pſal. cxix. 14. © I have rejoiced } 
WF in the way of thy judgments, as much as in all 
Ws riches.” And by the promiſes that are made to 
Wuch, Pſalm cxxxviii. 5. © Yea, they ſhall ſing in the 
= ways of the Lord, for great is the glory of the Lord.” 
nd again, © You ſhall have a ſong as in the night, 
= when an holy folemnity is kept, and gladneſs of | 
WF heart as when one goeth with a pipe, to come to 
W the mountain of the Lord, to the mighty one of If- 
= rac,” Ia. xxx. 29. Rn A 
== And, laſtly, by the many commands, whereby joy in 
hc way of the Gor is made the duty of the faints. 
WF Rejoice in the Lord, ye righteous ; for praiſe is come- | 
WF 1y for the upright,” Pſalm xcvii. 12. © Rejoice, and 
= again I fay rejoice,” Phil. iv. 4. where the command | 
gs doubled, yea, not only ſimple rejoicing, but the higheſt 
Wcgree of that duty comes within the command. Plat. | 
WExxxii. 9, 16. © Shout for joy all ye that are upright Þ 
WT in heart,” And Luke vi. 22, 23. they are bid to leap 
Wor joy, when about the difficulteſt part of their work. | 
Wd, that you may ſee there is a ſufficient ground for it, | 
Wd that it is not like the mad mirth of finners, be pleaſed iſ 
Wo conf der. EE | 
I. The natureof the work about which they are em- | 
loyed : It is the moſt excellent and heavenly employ- 
ent, that ever ſouls were acquainted with. O what | 
. F 25 : a. | 


: 
c 


"rs" ann, 


WH thou call the ſabbath thy delights ; or, as Tremelli 5 


- more, and clogs it leſs. But O the variety of choice : 
' diſhes wherewith God entertains his people ina fabbath' 


Ix. 5, 
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a raviſhing anddelightful thing it is, to walk with God! 
and yet by this, the whole work of a Chriſtian is «;.l 
preſied, Gen. xvii. 1. Can any life compare with thiz 
for pleaſure ? Can they be chill that walk in the ſun. 
ſhine ? Or fad, that abide in the fountain of all delights; 
and walk with him whoſe name is the God of all con. 
fort. 2 Cor. i. 3. © In whoſe preſence is the fullneſs ii 
« joy,” Pſalm xvi. 112. Q. What an angelic life doti MR 
a Chriſtian then live ? | 5 

Or 2dly, If we confider the variety of ſpiritual en. 
ployments. Yarietas deleftat. Change of employmenMl 
takes off the tediouſneſs of labour. ariety of voicsi 
pleaſe the ear, variety of colours delight the eye, th: 
fame meat prepared ſeveral ways, leaſes the palat:Wi 


as the word, prayer, ſacraments, &c, Ifa. Iviii. 12. i # 


renders it, thy delicate things. « My foul (faith David 
<« ſhall be ſatished, as with marrow and fatneſs,” Falun 


3dly, or Laſtly, If we conſider the ſuitableneſs of thi 
work to a regenerate ſoul ; Is it any pain for a bird ll 
fly? or afiſh to ſwim ? Is the eye tired with beautitugl 
objefts ? or the ear with melodious ſounds ? As lit 
can a ſpiritual ſoul be wearied with ſpiritual.and heaven 
exerciſes. Rom. vii. 22. © I delight in the law of Gol 
after the inner man.” Gravia non gravitant im eorull 
hco, (faith the philoſopher.) Weighty things are nM 
heavy in their own element, or center. And ſure 
God is the centre of all gracious ſpirits. A faint ca 
ſit from morning to night to hear diſcourſes of the lo 
and lovelineſs of Jeſus Chriit. The fight of you 
thriving flocks, and. flouriſhing fields cannot yield youlſn 
that pleaſure which an upright ſoul can find in ou 
quarter of an hour's communion with God. «© Tha 
that are after the fleſh, (faith the apoſtle, Rom. wit, 5: 
do mind the things of the fleſh, and they that are aits 
the Spirit; the things of the Spirit.” Bur then ) 
£ie | : nj 
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R ow much heavenly objects tranſcend earthly ones, and 
1 Wow much the ſoul is more capable of delight in thoſe 
Wbjccts, than the groſs and duller ſenſes are in theirs ; ſo 


. : \uch doth the pleaſure ariſing from the duty excell all 
Wn fitive delights on earth, 
"ny REFLECTIONS. 
q p How am I caſt and condemned by this 

By I fay ; who never favoured this ſpi- The carnal 
itil delight in holy duties, When I heart's reflec- 
ont Wn about my earthly employments, I can ton. 


m Ln armg 1 0axcyt ion day to day; all 
+ Pc way is down hill to my nature, and the wheels of 
. (Wy affections being oiled with carnal delight, run fo 
Pt that they have need moſt times of trigging. Here 
+ A rather need the curb, than the ſpur. O how fleet and 
_ [Winble are my ſpirits in theſe their purſuits ! but 'O 
PF at a flug am I in religious duties ! ſure if my heart 
F<: rcnewed by grace, I ſhould nt in the law of . 
| > 9d, Rom. vii. 22. All the world is alive in their ways, 
cry creature enjoys his proper pleaſure ; and is there 
m6 delight to be found in the paths of holineſs ? Is god- 
1 ("<5 only a dry root, and bears no pleafant fruits ? 
(Fo, 120, there are doubtleſs, incomparable pleaſures to 
- FE found therein ; but ſuch a carnal heart as mine fa- 
-|F0175 them not. 


CAM | cannot fay but I have found de-. 


_— gh (io duties, but they The hypocrite*s |} 
F< Þ<en only ſuch as rather fprang refledtion. - 
ion the oftentation of gifts and ap- | | 

_— lauſes of men, than .any ſweet and real communion I 


of had with God through them ; they have rather. } 
We oved food, and fuel to my pride, than food to my 
[yo Pl. Like the nightingale, I can ſing ſweetly, when 

BS obſerve others to liſten to me, and be affected with 
T1 puſc. O falſe, deceitful heart, ſuch delight as 


Y is will end in howling ! were my ſpirit right, it would 


auch delight in retirements for the enjoyment of 
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God, as it doth in thoſe duties that are moſt expoſz 
_ to the obſervation of man. Will ſuch a ſpring as this 
maintain a ſtream of aftecions when carnal motives fail 
What wilt thou anſwer (O my ſoul) to that queſtion? 
Joh. xxvil. 9, 10. © Will God hear his cry when trou. WM 
« ble comes upon him? Will he delight himnſe}f in Wi 
« the Almighty ? Will he always call upon God?” i 
_ What wilt thou reply to this queſtion ? Deceive n« i 
thou thyſelf, O my ſoul ! thou wilt doubtleſs be eaiil; Wi 
perſuaded to let go that thou never delighteſt in, an, 
from an hypocrite in religion, quickly become an-apoſ. 
| tate from religion. : 
| From all this, the upright heart tak if 
The upright advantage to rouze up its deligit in 
heart's reflec- God, and thus it expoſtulateth with it 
tron, . Afelf: Doth the plowman ſing amidl(t his 
t drudging labours, and whiſtle away his 
 wearineſs in the fields ; and ſhall I droop amidſt ſuch 
heavenly employment ? O my ſoul, what wanteſt thou 
here, to provoke thy delight ! If there be ſuch an attec.ſ 
tion as delight in thee, methinks ſuch an object as the 
-blefied face of God in ordinances, ſhould excite it. Ah! 
how would this ennoble all my ſervices, and make then 
Be angel-like ! how glad are thoſe bleſſed creatures to be 
BEE employed for God * No ſooner were they created, but 
Wa they ſang together, and ſhouted for joy, Job XXXV1i1. 7. 
How did they fill the air with heavenly melody, wie 
ſant to bring the joyful tidings of a Saviour to the world 
Afcribing glory to God in the higheſt, even to tix 
higheſt of their powers ; yea, this delight would make 
all my duties Chriſt-like ; and the nearer that m4 
| the more excellent : he delighted to do his Father 
| will, it was to him meat and drink, Pfalm xl. 7. Jom 
Iv. 32—34. ; | \ 
Yea, it would not only ennoble, but facilitate ail mi 
: duties, and be to me as wings to a bird in flying, 0 
fails to a ſhip in motion. Nor tardat unita rota: 
« oiled wheels run freely :** Or 2?" Fwvas awar:, 
foul made me like the chariots of Aminadib. Wrong 
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«reaſon (my God) my delight in thee ſhould be fo 
Wc ?' Is it not becauſe my unbelicf is' ſo great f— 
W uz: up my delights, O thou fountain of pleaſure ! 

1 let me ſwim down the ſtreams of holy joys in duty, 

WE: the boundleſs ocean of thoſe immenſe delights that 
Wc in thy preſence, and at thy right hand for evermore. 


= 0: 
What a dull, deſponding heart is mine | 
That takes no more delight in things divine. 
WV hen all the creatures both in heaven and earth, 
Enjoy their pleaſures, and are big with mirth. 
Wnyels and ſaints that are before the throne, 
Wn cxtaſies and raptures, ev'ry one 
Wcrpetually is held ; each blefled ſpirit 
W he pureit, higheſt joys doth there inherit : 
WT he ſaints on earth, in their imperfect ſtate, 
WT hoſe peerleſs joys, by faith, do antedate. 
= 0 nat'ral men, who favour not his pleaſure, 
en WW <t bounteous nature doth unlock her treaſure 
Wt ſeniitive delights ; yea, ſtrange to tell, 
Wold ſinners rant it all the way to hell. 
. 1. ike fiſh that play in Jordan's filver ftream, 
1cn io theſe in ſenſual luſts, and never dream 
Wf. that dead ſea to which the ſtream doth tend, 
Wnd to their pleaſures pyt a fatal end. 
11ke BRA £2, birds, and beaſts, as well as men enjoy 
ern, WW heir innocent delights : they chirp, and play ; 
1er's A be chearful birds among the branches ſing, 
nd make the neighbouring groves with muſic ring : - 
th various warbling notes they all invite | 
| m7 ur ravith'd ears with pleaſure and delight. 
;, OW be new-fall'n lambs will, in a ſun-thine day, 
-ota "out their feeding dams jump up and play. - 
;, ce ciſterns ſweet, and is the fountain bitter? _ 
nat VT Can the ſun be dark, when glow-worms glitter b 
| ave 
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. Yea, theirs tranſcend theſe ſenſual ones, as far 


Hahn: find by experience, that their 
to0 


thin, and poor, it wants its due nutriment, and comes 


peratement of it, as belt fits it for fruit, is beſt, both 
for it and them. | , | 


things of this lite, beſt fits them for the fruits of obe- 


Have inſtruments their ſweet, melodious airs ? 
A!l creatures their delights, and faints not theirs ? 


As noon-day Phoebus doth a twinkling ftar. 
Why droop | then, may any creature have  - 
A life like mine for pleaſure ? Who cer gave 
The like encouragement that Chriſt hath | gi 'n 
'To do his will on earth, as *tis in heaven ? 


| C H * 0 2; Ws | 


Upon the due Quality of Arable Land, 


"i land muſt neither be too {at at, nor poor .; 
The middle flate ſuits beſt with Chri ie s, ſure. 


* 


arable lands may be dret{ed too much, as well as 
ittle : if the ſoil be over-rank, the ſeed ſhoots up 
much into the ſtalk, that it Coon ears well; and if too 


not to perte&ion.,. Therefor e their care is, to keep it 
m heart, but not to over-dreſs or under-dreſs Ib 
end. of all their colt and pains about it, is fruit ; and 
therefore reaſon tells them, that ſuch a ſtate and tem- 


APPLICATION. 


ND doth not ſpiritual experience teach Chriſ- 
tians that a mediocrity, and competency of tix 


dience, which is the end and excellency of their beings! 
A man may be over-mercied, as well as over-aHicted; 
Rare FIR Jeehicibus ara, « the altars of the rich {el- 
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Wc lom ſmoke.” When our outward, eyjoyments are 
by providence ſhaped, and fitted to Z condition, as A 
Wit is to the body, that fits cloſe, and neat, neither too 
Whort, nor long ; we cannot deſire a better condition 
ES this world. This was it that wiſe Agur requeited 
Wor God, Prov. xxx. 8, 9g. « Give me neither poverty 
WK nor riches, but feed me with food convenient for me, 
WS || I be full and deny thee, and ſay who is the Lord? 
Or leſt I be poor and ſteal, and take the name of my 
WE God in vain.” Againſt both he prays equally, not 
W-/o/utely ; that had been his fin; but, compilliggavel y, 
Wand ſubmiſlively to the will of God. He had Tamer, if 
WE od (ce it fit, to avoid both of theſe extreams ; but what 
Would he then be ? Why, food convenient. Or, ac- | 
Wording to the Hebrew, give me my prey, or ſtatute- 
WHrcad ; which is a metaphor from birds which fly up and 
Wlown to prey for their young, and what they get, they 
Wiktribute among tem; they bring them enough to 
Wrclerve their lives, but not more than enough, to lie 
Wnouldering in the neit. - Such a proportion 'Agur de- 
Wired, and the reaſon why he delired it, is drawn from 
We danger of both the extreams. He meaſured (like a 


Wfiate in the world by its ſuitableneſs or unſuitableneſs 


o the end of his being ; which is the ſervice of God.. 


ne WS ic accounted the true excellency of his life to conſiſt in 
nl Ms reference and tendency to the glory of his God ;- and 
n- We could not ſee how a redundancy, or too great a pe- 
1 Fry of earthly comforts could fit him for that ; but a 


niddle eſtate, equally removed from both extreams, 
Welt fitted that end. And this was all that good J.icob, 
yno was led by the ſame ſpirit, looked at, Gen. xxviii. 
0, « And jacob vowed a vow, ſaying, if God will 
be with me, and keep me in the way that I go, and 
give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, fo that 
come again to my father's houſe in peace, then thall 


the Lord be my God.” Poor Jacob, he defires no 


rreat matters in the world, food and raiment will ſatisfy 
mz in ſpiritual things his defires are boundlets, he is 
E i | | the 


Wi Chriſtian) the conveniency or inconveniency of his _ } 


X11, 4. but in the matters of this life, if he can get fron 


ſuperfluous things, which -would either clog and tire, 


_ and adviſed defires. For, 


-_ clipſe when it is at the full, and that by the interpolitia 
_ of the earth. 
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the moſt greedy, .and unſatisfied man in the world, Hy 


's 
lt 


God but offam et aquam, © a morſel of meat and a mouth. 
© ful of water,* he will not envy the richeſt Crae/us, 
Craſſus upon earth. Cibus et potus ſunt divitie Chriſt. 
anorum : © meat and drink are the riches of Chriſtians, 
Divitie ſunt ad legem nature compoſita paupertas, fait 
Pomponius Atticus ; © riches are ſuch a poverty, or me. 
© diocrity, as hath enough for nature's uſes ;* and ſuch 
a ſtate is beſt accommodated, both to the condition, and 
togdclires of a ſaint. | 

#1 0 his condition, for what 1s a ſaint buta ftranger 
and pilgrim upon earth, a man in a ſtrange country trz 
velling homeward ? So David profeſied himſelf, Plaln 
cxix. 19, «Tam a ftranger in this earth.” ' And{ 
thoſe worthies, who are now at home in heaven, He, 
Vi. 13. They-profeſled themſelves to be ſtrangers ani 
pilgrims upon earth, and to ſeek a country ; a viaticun 
contents a traveller, he will not incumber himſelf with 
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than expedite and help him in his journey. 
2. It ſuits beſt with his deſires, I mean his regulx 
I. A gracious ſoul earneſtly deſires a free condition 
in the world, he 1s ſenſible he hath much work to 0; 
a race to run, and is loth to be clogged, or have hi 
foot in the ſnare of the cares or 'pleaſures of this lik, 
He knows that fulneſs expoſes to wantonneſs and irre- 
ligion, Deut vi. 12. Hof. xiti. 6. *Tis hard, in tit 
midſt of ſo many tempting objects, to keep the goldel 
bridle of moderation upon the aftections. "The hear 
of a Chriſtian, like the moon, 'commonly ſuffers an # 
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It was Solomon's fulneſs that drew out and diſſo)vel 
his ſpirits, and brought him to ſuch a low ebb in| 
rituals, that it remains a queſtion with ſome, W hetit 
he ever recovered it to his dying day. As it is the mile 
of the poor to be neglected by nien, ſo it is the mule 
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f the rich to neglet God. Who can be poorer, than 
have the world, and love it ? Or richer, than to enjoy 
at little of it, and live above it ? 

And, on the other ſide, extream poverty 1s ro leſs 
xpoſed to ſin and danger, Lev. vi. 2, 3, 4 As high 
nd lofty trees are ſubject to ſtorms and tempeſts, fo 
Wc loweſt ſhrubs to be brouſed on by every beaſt ; and 

Wherefore a ſaint deſires a juſt competency as the fitteſt, 
WS cauſe the freeſt ſtate. _ 2s | 
2. A gracious perſon deſires no more but.a compe- 


W-:cy, becauſe there is moſt of God's love and k dil- 
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Wovercd in giving in our daily bread, by a dailyWSvi- 
Wence. It 1s betwixt ſuch a condition, and a fullneſs. 
We creature-proviſions in our hand, as it was betwixt ' 
WE ypt and Canaan ; Egypt was watered with the foot 
Wrom the river Nilus, and little of God was ſeen in that 
Wnercy; but Canaan depended upon the dews and 
Whowers of heaven ; and ſo every ſhower ct rain was a_ 
Wetreſhing ſhower to their ſouls, as well as bodies. ' 
Moſt men that have a ſtock of creature-comforts in their 
Wands, look upon all as coming in an ordinary, natural ' 
Wourſe, and ſee very little of God in their mercies. 
ope Adrian built a college at Louvain, and cauſed this ' 
Wiſcription to be written in letters of gold on the fates 
hereof ; Trajeftum plantavit, Louvanium rigavit, Ce(or 
jedit incrementum z (1. e.) © Utrecht planted me, Lou- 
vain watered me, and Czfar gave me the increaſe.” 
ne, to reprove his folly, wrote underneath, 7:c Deus 
thil fect; © here God did nothing.” Carnal men, 
hey ſow, and reap, and eat, and look no further. 

But now, when a man ſees his mercies come in by 
he ſpecial and aftiduous care of God for him, there is 
| double ſweetneſs. in thoſe mercies ; the natural ſweet- 
eſs, which comes from the creature itſelf : every one, 
ven the beaſts, can taſte that as well as thee ; but, be- 
des that, there is a ſpiritual ſweetneſs, far exceeding 
ae former, which none but. a believer taſtes ; and 
nuch of that comes from the manner in which he re-- 
aves it, becauſe it comes (be it never ſo coarſe or lit- 
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'tle) as a covenant-mercy to kim. © He hath given 
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« bread to them that fear him : he is ever mindful 


_« his covenant.” Pſalm cxi. 4. Luther, 'who made 


many a meal upon a broiled herring, was wont to fay, 
Atendicato ? Ho hic Vrvamus, annon hee pulchre ſarcitur 

paſeimgr pane cum angels et wita eternn, 
Chrifto et Sacramentts : © Let us be content with coarſe 
© fare here, have we not the bread that came dovyn from 
© heaven? Do we not feed with angels ?? A pregnant 


inſtance of the ſweetneſs-of ſuch mercies, 1s given b# a 


' worthy,divine of our own, Mr. Ifazac Ambrofe. © * For 


mn part (ſaith he) however the Lord hath ſeen 
© cauſe to give me but a poor pittance of outward 

things (for which I bleſs his name) yet in the income 
thereof, I have many times oblefved ſo much of his 
peculiar providence, that thereby they have been very 
much ſryeetened, and my heart hath been raiſed to 
admire his. grace, When of late under a hard di:- 
penfation (which I judge not meet to mention, where- 
in I ſuffered with inward peace conſcientiouſly) all 
{ſtreams of wonted ſupplics being ſtopt, the waters of 
"relief for myſelf and family did run low. - I went to 
bed with ſome ſt:ggerings and doubtings of the foun- 
tain's letting out itſelf for our refreſhing ; but e'er | 
did awake in the morning, a letter was brought to my 
bed-fide, which was fiigned by a choice friend, ir. 
Anthony Aſh, which reported ſome unexpected break- 
ings out of God's goodneſs for my comfort, ' hee 
are ſome of his lines Your God, who hath given 
you an heart thankfully to record your experiences of 
his goodneſs, doth renew experiences for your encou- 
© ragement. Now I ſhall report one whica will raik 


_ © your ſpirit towards the God of your mercy, &c. 


Whereupon he ſweetly concludes, © One morſe! of 
* God's proviſion, (eſpecially if it comes unexpected, 
© and upon prayer, when wants are moſt) will be more 
« ſweet to a ſpiritual reliſh, than all former full of en- 
© joyments were,” | 


* Epiſtle to the Earl of Bedford ; ante Ultima. 
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| Many mercies -come unaſked for, and they require 


= 


: ' thankfulneſs, but when mercies come in upon.prayer, 
E and as a return of- prayer, their ſweetneſs more than. 
b doubles ; for now it is both God's bleffing upon his 
| own inſtitution, and a ſeal ſet to his promiſe at once, 
: Pſalm Ixvi.. 16, 17. Doubtleſs Hannah found more 
: comfort in her Samuel, and Rachael in her Napthali, the 


one being aſked of God, and the other wreſtled for with 
God, (as their names import) than mothers ordinarily” 
do in- their children, | | 


. REFLECTION. 
Do' the people of God deſire only ſo 


much of the creature as may fit them for The refiec- | 
the ſervice of God ? What wretch then #10 of the de- 
am thathave deſired only ſo much of re- /igning hyps- 
ligion as may fit me to gain the creature! crite, - - 
As God's peeple have ſubjected all their | 
creature-enjoyments to religion, ſo oppoſitely, O m 
ſoul, thou haſt ſubjected religion to thy worldly intere 
and deſigns. Inſtead of eating and drinking to' ferve WM 
God, I have ſerved God that I might eat and drink ; 
yea, I have not only aCted below religion, but below iſ 
reaſon alſo ; for reaſon diCtates plainly, that the means i 
 muit never be more excellent than the end. Wretch W 
that I am, to make religion a ſlave to my luſt, a ſtirrup 
to advancement, an artifice to carry on my carnal de- Wi 
ſigns ; verily I have my reward ; and this is all the good W 
I am ever like to get by it. nl Fo 
. And no leſs ſhould the worldling Þ— F 
tremble, to conſider how he hath caſt The world- i 
the duties of religion, made them ſtand /:ng's rejiec- i 
alide, and give place to the world. In- tion. | 
ſtead of defiring ſo much only as might _ 
make him ſerviceable to God, he thruſts a{zde the ſer- I 
vice of God to get as much of the world as he can, who 
is ſo far from making godlineſs the end of his creature-yi 
comforts, that he. rather looks upon it as.an-obflacl-,Ii 
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and hindrance to, them. May not the very heathens 
make me bluſh ? Could Ariſtotle deliver this as a true 
rule to poſterity, to make ho our firſt, and chief 
care ? Could Ariſtippus ſay, He would: rather neglect 
his means than. his mind? his farm than his foul ?. 
Will the very Mahometans, how urgent ſoever their bu- 
ſineſs be, lay it all aſide five times in the day to pray ? 
Yea, is it common to a proverb among the very Pa- 
piſts, that maſs and meat hinders no.man ;. and yet I, 
that profeſs myſelf a Chriſtian, thruſt out duty for every 
trifle ! Q,wretched foul ! how hath. the God of this 
| world; blinded mine eyes? Can the world indeed do 
that for me that Chriſt can do: Hath it ever proved 
true to them that. truſted it, and doated on it? Hath it 
not at laſt turned them off, as men'turn off a ſumpter- 
horſe at night, that hath been a drudge to carry their 
gold and filver for them all day, and at laft is turned out 
with an empty belly, and a galled back ? O how ſe 


ous will that ſentence of .Gad be? Gy cry to the gods 
| whom thou haſt ſerved. 


And may-not many gracious hcarts 
The gracious. turn .in upon themſelves with ſhame 
$ ſous reflection. and ſorrow, to conſider how unſet:-- 


fied they have been in that condition, 
that others have. preferred and eſteemed as the great 


of all outward mercies ? I] have indeed been fed with 
food convenient, but not contented ? How hath mine 
& heart been tortured from day to day with anxious 
| thoughts, what*I-ſhall eat and drink, and wherewith I 
and mine ſhall be .cloathed ? 1 pretend indeed that I 
care but for a competency of the world, but ſure I am, 
my cares about it have been incompetert. Come, my 
dittruſtful earthly heart, let me propound a few quelti- 
ons to thee about this matter, and anſwer tr uly to what 
BY thall now demand of thee. 

Pn. 1. Haſt thou here. a continuing. city? Art 
thou at home, or upon thy journey, that thou art !- 
| | follicitous about the world * Thy profeflion indeed ſpeak: 

| | thee a itranger upon Earta, but thy converſation a home 


: dyelicr. 
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dweller. Eraſmus ſaid, he deſired honours and riches 
no more than a weary horſe doth a heavy cloak-bag.. 
Would{t thou not account him a fool that would vic- 
tual his ſhip as much to croſs the channel to France, 
as if ſhe were bound for the Eaſt-Indies ?' Alas ! it will 
W be but a little while, and then there will be no more: 
W need of any of theſe things. *Tis fad, that a ſoul which 
W {tands at the door of eternity, ſhould. be perplexing 1t- 
W {clf about food and raiment.. 

= Ov. 2. Which of all the ſaints haſt thou known to 
W be the better for much of the world ; It hath been ſome 
E men's utter ruin. Seldom doth God ſuffer men to be 
W their own carvers, but- they cut their own fingers. 
& «< To give riches and pleaſure to an evil man, (faith 
E © Ariſtotle) is but to give wine to one that hath a fe- 


much wwantonneſs, What a fad ſtory 1s that of Pius 
& Quintus ; «© When I was in a. low condition (faith he} 
$ © I had ſome comfortable hopes of my ſalvation ; but 
| & when I came to be a Cardinal, I greatly doubted of 
« it : But ſince I came to the Popedom, i have no hope 
& at all.” Though this poor undone wretch ſpake it 
W out,, and others keep it in; yet, doubtleſs, he hath 


| much, would they but ſpeak the-truth. 
And even God's own people, tho? the world hath not: 


excluded them out of.heaven, yet it hath ſorely clogged 


them in the way thither.., Many that have been very 
humble, holy, ana heavenly, in a low condition, have 


of this life, to chill both their graces and comforts ! It 
had been well for ſome of God's people, if they had ne- 
ver known what proſperity meant, 

Hurt, 3. Is not this a ſad ſymptom of a declining 
tate of ſoul to be ſo hot, eager and anxious about the. 
ſuperfluities of this life? Thinkeſt thou, O my ſoul ! 
that one who walks in the vierys of that glory above, 


taken 


 «< ver.” Where there is no want, there is uſually 


| many: thouſand fellows in the world, that might ſay as: 
J 


ſuffered a ſad ebb in a full condition. What a cold: 
blaſt have they felt coming from the cares and delights - 


and maintains a_converſation in heaven, can be much | 
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taken with theſe vanities? Do not the viſions of God 
veil the tempting ſplendor of the creatures ! It was the 
opinion of ſome of the ſchoolmen, that the reaſon why 
Adam in paradiſe was not ſenſible of his nakedneſs, was 
becauſe he was wholly taken up in converſing with 
God. But this is certain, lively and ſweet communion 
with God, blunts and gulls the edge of the affetions 
to earthly things ; and canſt thou be ſatished, my ſoul, 
with ſuch gains as are attended with ſuch ſpiritual 
lofles ? | 2 | 
Bret, 4. To conclude, is it not diſhonourable to 
God, and a juſtification of the way of the world for me 
that profeſs myſelf a Chriſtian, to be as eager after 
riches as other men? ©« After all theſe things do the 
« nations ſeek,” Matth. vi. 32. If I had no Father 
in heaven, nor promiſe in the world, it were another 
matter ; but ſince my heavenly Father knows what | 
have need of, and hath charged me to be careful of no- 
thing, but only tell him my wants, Phil. iv. 6. how 
unbecoming a thing it's in me, to -live and act as | 
have:done ! let me henceforth learn to meaſure, and 
eſtimate my condition rather by its uſefulneſs ro God 
than its content and eaſe to my fleth, 2s 


The POE M. 


F fruit and ſervice be, indeed, the end 

To which my being and redemption tend, 
Reaſon concludes, that ſtate, of all the reſt, 
Which is moſt ſerviceable, to be the beſt, 
And ſuch a ſtate experience thows to lie 
*E'wixt fulneſs, and a pinching poverty. 
This golden mean is worth a golden mine ; 
He that hath this, ſhould be aſham'd to whine.. 
' The full-fed Chriſtian, like the ox i” th' ſtall, 
Is no way fit to work, or plow withal, 
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And penury, hke Tharoah's leaner kine, 
Devours the fatteſt portions of our time. . 
That man with whom this earthly pleaſure's found, 
Or in whoſe heart thoſe anxious cares abound z 
And yet can walk by ſcripture-rule, and line, 
Will need a better head and heart than mine 
A ſingle ſtaff the traveller may find, 

Of uſe and ſervice ; but if you ſhould bind 

A bundle of tem on his back, they'll make 
Him flack is pace, and cry my ſhoulders ache. 
I am a traveller, this world's my way, 

A ſingle ſtaff may be of uſe to {tay 

My feeble body, if it do not crack 

By too hard leaning on it ; but my back 

Will bear no more : Alas ! I foon ſhall tire, 
And more than one I cannot well deſire, 

Lord, to preſcribe to thee becomes me not; - 

| rather do ſubmit unto my lot ; 

Put yet let:condeſcending; grace admit 

'Lhy fervant's ſuit this once,. and this 1s/1t.- 


The ſtaff of bread convenient let me' have; 
And marage it difcreetly ; ſo-*'twilt fave 
1Thy feeble ſervant from the mire and dirt, 
But more or leſs than this may do me hurt. 
Or if thou fay, thy ſervant ſhall have: none, 
Then ſtrengthen ith, that I may go alone, 


*. 
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CAP; 
Upon the Improvement of Bad Ground. 


om” barren land you can reſtore and nouriſh : 
ecayed Chriſtians God can cauſe to flouriſh. 


OBSERVATION. 


HERE land is ſpent out by tillage, or for want 

of manuring, the careful huſbandman hath 
Wmany ways to recover, and bring it in heart again. He 
| ets it he fallow, to give it reſt, and time to recover it- 


Wt out, and cauſes them to make reſtitution of what 
Whey have purloined from it by rotting upon the place 
Wvhere they grew. As careful are they to recover it, 
When it is ſpent, as an honeſt phyſician 1s of his patient 
fin 2 languiſhing condition ; for he knows his field will 
Fc = grateful to him, and fully requite his care and 
ELTOIT, IT £Þ 


/ 


APPLICATION. 


S man's, ſo God's huſbandry is ſometimes out of 
I caſe, not by yielding too many crops, but too 
few. The myſtical huſbandman hath ſome fields, (I 
bl » mean 
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mean particular ſocieties and perſons, who were once 
fragrant, and fruitful, like a held) which God had 
bleſſed, but are now decayed, and grown barren ; whoſe 
gleanings formerly were more than their vintage now z 
the things that are in them are ready to die, Rev. lit. 3. 
It is poſſible, yea, too common for gracious ſouls to be 
reduced to a very low ebb, both of graces and comforts ; W 
how low I will not fay: Our-Britith divines tell us, MW 
that * © grace indeed cannot be totally intermitted, nor W 
finally loſt ; but there may be an omiſſion of the act, 
though not an omiſſion of the. habit : The aft may be i 
perverted, though the faith cannot be ſubverted ; it W 
may be ſhaken in, though not ſhaken out: Its fruits 
may fall, but its ſap lies hid in _ | 
its root. They demerit the lols ZHow far true grace 
of the kingdom, but loſe it not 77 a belzever may fail. A 
effeCtively ; the effect of juſtih- | ; 
cation may be ſuſpended, but the ftate of the juſtified 
cannot be diflolved.”? | 'F 
Certain it is, one that like Paul, had been wrappedif 
up with joy, even to the third heavens, and cried, « I 
« am more than a conqueror, who hall ſeparate mel 
« from the love of Chriſt ?”” may at another time lie 
mourning, as at the gates of death, crying, « wretch-l 


4 


« ed man that I am, who hall deliver me from the! 
« body of this death ?” One that hath walked in ſweet 
communion with God, ſunning himſelf in the light off 
his countenance, may afterwards wait in darkneſs and 
' fee no light, If. 1. 16. He that hath caſt anchor mY 

the vejl, and rode ſecurely in the peaceful harbour off 
* aſſurance, may ſeem to feel his anchor of hope comg} 


oY homg 


* Gratia nec totaliter intermittitur, nec fineliter amit4 
titur. Adtus omittitur, habitus non amittitur. Attiq| 
pervertitnr, fides non ſubvertitur. Concutitur, non ex 
cutitur. Defluit fruftus, latet ſuccus, us ad regnum: 
 amittuut demeretorie, non effettrve. Effetus Fuſtificas 
tionis ſuſpenditur, ut flatus Fuſtificati nan wr 
uff, Brit. 


4 
: 


home to. him, and go a-drift into the ſtormy ocean 
again, crying with the church, Lam. iii. 18. « My 
« hope 1s periſhed from the Lord.” His calm ant 
clear air may be overcaſt and clouded, yea, filled with 
ſtorms and tempeits, lightnings and thunders, his graces, 
like under-ground flowers in the winter, may all diſ- 
appear, and hide their beautiful heads. _ 

\. To God he may fay, I am caſt out of thy fight. 1 
know thou canſt do much, but wilt thou thew won- 
ders to.the dead ? | 

To the promiſes he may ſay, you are ſweet things in- 
deed, but what have I.to do with you ? I could once, 
indeed, rejoice in you, as my portion ; but now I dgubt 
I graſped a ſhadow, a fancy, inſtead of you. 

To /arnts he may ſay, turn away from me, labour 
not'to comfort-me-; O do not ſpill your precious oint- 
ment of conſolation upon your head ; for what have l to 
do with comfort? 'To former experiences, he may fay in 
his haſte, you are all liars. To the {zght of God's coun- 
tenance, he may ſay, farewel] ſweet light, I ſhall be- 
hold thee no more. _T'o Satan he may ſay, O mine 
enemy, thou haſt at laſt prevailed againſt me, thou rt 
ftronger than I, and haft overcome. To dutzes and 
ordinances he may fay, Where 1s the ſweetneſs 1 once 
found-in you? You were once ſweeter to me than the 
honey-comb ; but now as taſteleſs as the white of an 
ezy. O ſad relapſe! deplored change ! guantum mu- 
tatus ab illo © | | 

But: will God' leave his poar -creatures helpleſs in 
ſuch a caſe as this ? Shall their leaf fall, their branches 
wither, their joy, their life, their heart depart? Will 
he ſee their graces fainting, their hopes gaſping, the 


W new creature panting, the things that are in them ready 


to die, and will he not regard it? Yes, yes, © there 
« is hope of a tree if it be cut down, and the. root 
« thereof wax old in the earth, yet by the ſcent of wa- 
«.ter it will bud, and bring forth boughs like a plant,” 
Job. xiv. 8, 9. This poor, declired ſoul, as fad as it 
ſits at the gates of hell, may rouſe up it{elf at laſt and fay 


to 
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to Satan, that ſtands triumphing over him, © Rejoice 
« not over me, O mine enemy, for though I fall, yet 


« T ſhall ariſe ; though I fit in darkneſs, the Lord will 


W « be a light unto me,” Mic. vii. 8. He may raiſe 
W up himſelf upon his bed of languiſhing for all this, and 


ſay to God, «© Though thou haft chaſtened me ſore, Far 
« haſt thou not given me over unto death.” e 
may turn about to the faints that have mourned for 
him, and with a lightſome countenance, fay, < I ſhall 
« not die, but live, and declare the works of the 


« Lord :” "He may ſay to the promiſes, You are the 


true and faithful fayings- of God. My unbelief did 


bely you : I faid in my haſte you were liars, but I, 


eat my words, I am aſhamed of my folly. Surely, O 


ſoul, there is yet hope in thine end, thou mayeſt be 


reſtored, Pſalm xxiii, 3. thou mayeſt yet recover 
of verdure, and thy dew be as the dew of herbs. — 
or, 

1.' Is he not my father, and a father full of compaſ- 
hons, and bowels ? And can a father ſtand by his dy- 
ing child, ſee his fainting fits, hear his melting groans, 
and pity-begging looks, and not help him, eſpecially 
baving reftoratives by him that can do it? Strely, 
« AS a father pities his own children, ſo will thy 
« God pity thee, Pſalm ciii. 12, 13. He will ſpare 
« thee as a father ſpareth his own ſon that ſerves him,” 
« Mark iii. 17. Hark, how his bowels yearn ! I have 
« ſurely heard Ephraim bemoaning himſelf. Is not 
« Ephraim my dear fon? Ts he not a pleaſant child ? 


* For ſince I ſpake againſt him, I do earneſtly remem- _ 
« ber him till, I will ſurely have mercy on him,” 


Jer, XxXxi, 20. 

2. Doth he not know thy life would be altogether 
uſeleſs to him, if he ſhould not reſtore thee? What 
ſervice art thou fit to perform to him, in ſuch a con- 
dition ? « "Thy days will conſume like ſmoke, whilſt 
* thy heart is ſmitten and withered like graſs, Pſalm 


cli. 3, 4. Thy months ſhall be months of vanity, they 


will fly away, and ſee no Zo0d, Job. vii. 3. It he will 


but 
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{ but quicken thee again, then thou mayeſt call upon his 


name, Pſalm Ixxx, 18, but in. a dead and languiſhing 
condition, thou art no more fit for any work of God, 
than a Lick man 1s for manual labours ; and ſurely he 
' hath not put thoſe precious and excellent graces of his 
ſpirit within thee for nothing ; they were planted there 
for fruit and ſervice, and therefore, doubtleſs, he will 
revive thee again. _ | | 
3. Yea, Doſt thou not think he ſees thine inahility 
to bear ſuch a condition long ? He knows . ©. thy ſpirit 
« would fail before him, and the.ſoul which he made,” 
Ifa.lvii. 16. David told him as much, in the like con- 
dition, Pſalm cx]ui. 7, 8. © Hear me ſpeedily, O Lord, 
« for my ſpirit faileth ; hide not thy face from me, ef 
« I be like unto thoſe that go down into the pit :*? q. d, 
Lord, make haſte, and recover my languiſhing ſoul; 
otherwiſe, whereas thou haſt now a 1:ck child, thou wilt 
ſhortly have a dead child. A -5 
And in like manner Job expoſtulated with hith, Job, 
Vi. 1, 2,3, II, 12. «© My prief is heavier than the {and 
« of the ſea, my words are ſwallowed up, for the arrows 
« of the Almigaty are within me : and the poiſon thereof 
« drinks up my ſpirits: The terrors of God do ſet 
« themfclves in array again{t me. Whatis my {ſtrength 
'« that I ſhould hope? Is my ſtrength the ſtrength of 
.« ſtones ? Or are my bones of braſs ?” So chap. vii, 
12, «. Am a ſea, or whale, &c.” Other troubles a 
man may, but this he cannot bear, Prov. xvii!. 14. and 
therefore, doubtleſs, ſeaſonable and gracious rev:v:ugs 
will come, < He will not ftir up all his wrath, for te 
« remembers thou art but fleſh, a wind that paiicth 
« away, and cometh not again,” Pfalm Ixxvili. 3d, 39. 
He hath ways enough to do it ; if he do but unveil his 
blefled face, and make it ſhine again upon thee, thou 
art ſaved, Pſalm Ixxx. 3. The manifeſtations of his 
love, will be to thy ſoul, as ſhowers to the parched grals; 
thy ſoul, that now droops, and hangs the wings, fill 
then revive and leap for joy, Ifa. Ixi. 1. a new face {hall 
come upon thy graces, they ſhall bud again, and bloſiom 
| | as 
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as the roſe. If he do but ſend a ſpring of * auxiliary 
grace into thy ſou), to aCtuate the dull habit of inherent 
race, the work is done ; then ſhalt thou return to thy 
works again, Rev. 11, 4, 5. and ſing, as in the days 

of thy youth. | | 


REFLECTIONS. 


O this is my very caſe, ſaith many a poor Chriſtian ; 
= thus my ſoul languiſhes and droops from day to day. 
= 'Tis good news, indeed, that God both can, and will 
reſtore my ſoul ; but fad that I ſhould fall into ſuch 
a ſtate ; how unlike am I to what I once was | Sure- 
ly, as the old men wept, when' they ſaw how ſhort 
to ſecond temple came of the glory of the firſt ; ſo 
may I fit down and weep bitterly, to conſider how 
much my firſt love, and firſt duties excelled the preſent. 
For, _ EY. 
1. Is my heart ſo much in heaven now, 


as it was wont to be ? Say, O my foul! A conviftrve Wi 


doſt thou not remember, when like the refleon. 

beloved diſciple, thou layeſt in Jeſus's wo 
boſom, how didſt thou ſweeten communion with him ? 
How reſtleſs and impatient waſt thou in his abſence ! 
divine withdrawment, were to thee as the hell of hell ? 
what a burden was the world to me in thoſe days ! 


Had it not been for conſcience of my duty, I could ' 


have been willing to let all lie, that communion with 


Chriſt might ſuffer no interruption. When I awaked Wl 
in the night, how was the darkneſs enlightened by the 
heavenly glimpſes of the countenance of my God upon Wl 
me ? How did his company ſhorten thoſe hours, and WW 


beguile the tediouſneſs of the night ? O my ſoul; ſpeak 


thy experience, is it now as it was then ? No, no, thoſe Wſ 


days are paſt and gone, and thou become much a ſtran- 

ger to that heavenly life, Art thou able, with truth to Wl 

deny this charge ? When occaſionally I paſs by thoſe Wl 
"TO 


2 places, i 7 


* Grace needs more grace to put it in exerciſe, 
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places, which were once to me as Jacob's Bethel tg 
him; I ſigh at the remembrance of former paſlages be. 
twixt me and heaven there ; and ſay with Job, chap, 
XX1x, © OQ that it were with me as in months palt, as 
« in the days when God preſerved me, when his candle 
* ſhined upon my head, when by his light I walked 
« through darkneſs, when the Almighty was yet with 
« me, when I put on righteouſneſs and it cloathed me, 
« when my glory was freih in me | V/hen I remember 
« theſe things, my ſoul is poured out within me.” 

2. Is thy obedience to the commands of Chriſt, and 
motions to duty, as free and chearful as: they were wont 
to be? Call to mind, my ſoul, times when thou waſt 
borne down the ftream of love to every duty. If the 
Spirit did but whiſper to thee, ſaying, Seel. my face, 
how did my fpirit echo to his calls ! ſaying, «© "Thy 
&« face, Lord, will I ſeek,” Pſalm xxvii. 8. Tf Gdd 
had ariy work to be done, how readily did I offer my 
ſervice ? Here am I, Lord, ſend me. My foul made 
me as the chariots of Aminadab ; love oiled the whecls 
of my affeftions, and & his commands were not griev- 
« ous,” 1 John, v. 3. Non tardat un#ta rota. There 
were no ſuch quarrellings with the command, no ſuch 
excuſes, and delays, as there are now. No, ſuch was 
my love to Chriſt, and delizht to do his will, that I 
could no more keep back myſelf from duty, than a man 


| that is carried away in a crowd. 


Or, laſtly, tell me, O my ſoul, doſt thou bemoan 
thyſelf, or grieve ſo tenderly for ſin, and for grieving 


| the holy Spirit of God, as thou wait wont to do? 
{ When formerly I had fallen by the hand of a tempta- 
F- tion, how was I wont to lie in tears at the Lord's fect 


bemoaning myſelf ? How did I haſten to my cloſet, 
and there cry, like Ezra. chap. ix. 6. «< O my God, 
« I am aſhamed, and bluſh to look up unto thee.” 


| How did I ſigh and weep before him, and, like Ephraim, 


ſmite upon my thigh, ſaying, ©< What have I done ?” 
Ah my ſoul ! how did{t thou work, ſtrive, and caſt 


about how to receive thyſelf again! Haſt thou for- 


gotten 
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gotten how thou wouldſt ſometimes look up and figh 
bitterly? Ah ! What a God have I provoked ? what 
love and goodneſs have I abuſed ? Sometimes look in, 
and weep, ah ! what motions did I withſtand ? what a 
oood ſpirit have I grieved ? Ah! my foul, thou wouldff 
have abhorred thyſelf, thou coldſt never have borne it, 
had thine heart been as ſtupid, and as rentleſs then as 
now; if ever a poor ſoul had reaſon to. diſſolve itſelf 
into tears for its ſad +5) I have. rg 
2. But yet mourn not, O' my ſoul, 

as one without hope. Rem nbes - MY 
« There is hope in Iſrael concerning oe acen 

« this thing.” As low as thy condition is, it is not 
deſperate, it 1s not a diſeaſe that ſcorns a remedy ; man 
a man, that hath been ſtretched out for dead, hath re- 
vived again, and lived many a comfortable day in the 
world ; many a tree that hath caſt both leaf and fruit, 
by the ſkill of prudent huſbandman, hath been recovered 
again, and made both flouriſhing and fruitful. Is it 
not eaſter, thinkeſt thou, to recover a languiſhing man - 
to health, than a dead man to life? And yet this God 
did for me, Eph. ii. 1, Is any thing too hard for the 
Lord ? « 'Tho* my ſoul draw nigh to the pit, and my 
« life to the deſtroyers, yet he can ſend me a meffen- 
« ger, one among a thouſand, that ſhall declare to me 
« my uprightneſs ; then ſhall he deliver me from go- 
« ing down into the pit, my fleſh ſhall be freſher than a 
« child's, and I ſhall return to the days of youth,” 
Job xxxiii. 22. Though I flouriſh, and much of my Wl 
fruit too be gone, and I am a withering tree ; yet as WM 


long as the root of the matter is in me, there is more il 


hope of ſuch a poor, decayed, withered tree, than of Wl 
the hypocrite that wants ſuch a root, in ail his glory Wl 
and bravery. His ſun ſhall ſet, and never riſe again ; 
but I live in expectation of a ſweet morning, after this 
dark night. | | jk 

Rouze up, therefore, O my foul, ſet thy faith a ii 
work on Chriſt for quickening grace, for he hath life in 
himſelf, and quickens ans he will, John pr; v 
5 | 3 30» if 
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ever humbled, but no reaſon at all from thy God, to 


Divide from nature's wilderneſs. 


- Diftil its dews, refle& its beams... 


- Theſe into duties ſoon were furn'd,. 


Whilſt with thee I did daily walk ! 


38. "Stir up that little which remains, Rev. 11. 2. haſt 
thou not ſeen lively flames proceed -from glimmeriny, 
and dying ſparks, when carefully collected and blown 
up ! Get amongſt the moſt ſively and quickening 
Chriſtians ; © as iron ſharpens iron, ſo will theſe ſet 
« an edge upon thy dull affections, Prov. xxvii. 17, 
AQts xviii. 15. But above all, cry mightily to the 
Lord for quickening, he will not deſpiſe thy cry. The 
moans of a diſtrefled child, work upon the bowels of 
a tender father. And be ſure to keep within thy view 
the great things of eternity, which are ready to be re. 
vealed ; live in the believing and ſerious contempla- 
tions of them, «nd be dead if thou canſt. *'T'is true, 
thou haft reaſon enough from thy condition, to be for 


be in the leaſt diſcouraged. 


I. 7-0-5 M. 


L HOU art the huſbandman, and I 
A worthleſs plot of huſbandry, 
N hom ſpecial love did, ne'ertheleſs, 


Then did the ſunſhine of thy face, 
And fweet illapſes of thy grace, 
Like April ſhow'rs, and warming gleams, 


My dead affeCtions then were green, 
And hopeful buds of them were ſeen ; 


In which. my heart within me burn'd.. 

Q Halcyon days ! thrice happy fate ! -, 
Each place was Bethel, heaven's gate. £7:4:0n/y 
What ſweet diſcourſe, what heav*nly talk, ® 
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Mine eyes o'erflow, my heart doth fink, 
As oft as on thoſe days I think. 

For ſtrangeneſs now 1s got between 

My God and me, as may be ſeen 

By what is now, and what was then ; 
"Tis juſt as if I were two men, 

My fragrant branches blaſted be, 

No fruits like thoſe that I can fee. 

Some canker-worm lies at my root, 
Which fades my leaves, deſtroys my fruit, 
My foul is baniſh'd from thy f1ght, 

For this it mourneth day and night. 

Yet why doſt thou deſponding lye ? 
With Jonah caſt a backward eye. 

Sure in thy God help may be had, 
There's precious balm in Gilead. 
That God that made me ſpring at firſt, 
When I was barren, and accurſt, 

Can much more eaſily reftore 


3 


= ſoul to what it was before. 


was Heman's, Job's, and David's caſe, 
= Yet all recovered were by grace. 

= A word, a ſmile on my poor ſoul, 

Will make it perfef&t, ſound, and whole, 
A glance of thine hath ſoon diffoly'd: 

A ſoul in ſin and grief involv'd. _ 

Lord, if thou canſt not work the cure, 

I am contented to endure, ap 
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CHAP. VL 


Upon the Incurableneſs of ſome Bad Ground, 


No ffll can mend the miry ground; and ſure 
Some Souls the goſpel leaves as paſt a cure. 


OBSERVATION. 
A Lthough the induſtry and ſkill of the huſband- 


man can make ſome ground that was uſeleſs and 
bad, good for tillage and paſture, and improve that 
which was barren ; and by his coſt and pains make 
one acre worth ten; yet ſuch is the nature of ſome 
rocky or miry ground, where the water ſtands, and 


WW there is no way to cleanſe it, that it can never be made 


fruitful. The huſbandman is fain to let it alone, as an 
incurable piece of waſte and worthleſs ground ; and 
though the ſun and clouds ſhed their influences on 1t, 
as well as upon better land, -yet that doth not at all a- 
mend it. ry the more ſhowers it receives, the worſe 
it proves. For theſe do no way fecundate or im- 
ow it; nothing thrives there, but worthleis flags and 
ruthes, 


APPLICATION. 


ANY, alſo, there are, under the goſpel, who 
|. are given over by God to judicial blindneſs, 
a 


rdneſs of heart, a reprobate ſenſe, and perpetual bar- 


renne(s ; ſo that how excellent ſoever the means are, 
which they enjoy, and how efficacious ſoever to the 
| = converſation, 
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W converſation, edification, and ſalvation of others; yet Wi 
WE they ſhall never do their ſouls good, Ezek. xIvii. 9, io 
WE 11. © Every thing whereloever the river comes ſhall ÞF 
& « live, but the miry places thereof, and the marſhes 3 
« thereof ſhall never be healed, but be given to falt;*” 
(i, e.) given to an obſtinate and everlaſting barrenneſs. Ji 
Compare Deut. xi. 23. By theſe waters, faith the judi- Ji 
W cious + Mr, Strong, underſtand the doctrine of the goſpel ; , 
7 25 Rev. xx1, 2. a river of water of life, clear as cryltal ; | 
Hic fluvius eft uberrima doftrina Chriſti, faith Mr. 
Brightman. *© This river is the moſt fruitful doftrine 1 
BE © of Chriſt ;? yet theſe waters do not heal the miry } 
& marſhy places, (i. e.) men that live unfruitfully under 
& ordinances, who are compared to miry, marſhy places, 
@ in three reſpects : gp | 
= (1,) In miry places the water hath not free paſſage, 
@ but ſands, and ſettles there. So it is with theſe bar- 
@ ren ſouls therefore the apoſtle prays, that the. goſpel 
= may run and be glorified, 2 Theff. 111.1, The word ! 
© is ſaid to run, when it meets with no ſtop, Cum libere þ { 
E tropagatur, * when it is freely propagated,” and runs 'P 
E through the whole man; when it meets with a ſtop, f | 
© cither in the mouth of the ſpeaker, or hearts of the 
@ hearers, as it doth in theſe. | Þ 

(2.) In a miry place the earth and water is mixed 
together; this mixture makes mire. 5So when the 
| truths of God, do mix with the corruptions of men, that 
they either hold ſome truths, and yet live in the luſts; !! 
or elſe when men do make ufe of the truths of God to | 
Juitify and. plead for their fins. Or, _ 

(3.) When, as in a miry place the longer the water 
ſtands in it, the worſe it grows; ſo the longer men a= | 
bide under ordinances, . more filthy and polluted 4 
tiey grow; theſe are the miry places that cannot be 
healed, theſe diſeaſe is incurable, deſperate. 

O this is a ſad caſe ! and yet very common ; many 
perſons are thus given over as incorrigible, and hope- 

leſs, 


- 
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leſs, Rev. xxii. 11.. © Let him that is filthy let him be 
filthy {till.” Jer. vi. 29. © Reprobate ſilver ſhall 
« men cal] them, for the T4 hath' rejected them,” 
Iſa. vi. © Go make the heart of this people fat, their 
_ & ears dull, &c. 

Chriſt executes, by the goſpel, that curſe upon many 
ſouls, which he denounced againſt the fig-tree, Matth, 
XX1, I9. «Let no fruit grow on thee henceforth for 
« ever; and immediately the fig- tree withered away,” 
To be given up to ſuch a condition, .is a fearful judg. 
ment indeed, a- curſe with a witneſs; the. ſum of all 
plagues, - miſeries, and judgments, a fatal ftroke at the 
root itſelf. It is a woe to have a bad heart (faith one) 
but it is the depth of woe to have a heart that never 
ſhall be made better. To be barren under the goſpel, 
is a ſore judgment, but to have that pertinax ferilita, 
a pertinacious barrenneſs; this is to be twice dead, 
and plucked up by the root, as Jude ſpeaks. 

_ And tofhew you the wolf, and miferable Rate and 
plight of ſuch men, let the following particulars be 
weighed. | 
148] It is a ſtroke at the ſoul itſelf, an inward fpiri- 
| judgment ; and by how much the more inward 
and ſpiritual any judgment is, by ſo much the more 
dreadful and lamentable. As ſoul-mercies are the belt 
of mercies, ſo ſoul-judgments are the ſaddeſt of all 
judgment. If it were but a temporal ſtroke upon the 
ode the loſs of an eye, an ear, a hand, a foot, though 
in itſelf it would be a conſiderable loſs, yet it were no- 
thing to this. _-_ Deus dedit duplicia, (faith Chry- 
ſoſtom) ſpeaking S$«badily-members”;” God hath given 
men double members, two eyes, if one be loſt, the 
-other ſupplies its wants ; two hands, two ears, two feet, 
that the failing of one may be ſupplied by the help of the 
other ; animam vero unam, but one ſoul ; if that periſh, 


|. there is no other to Tupply its loſs. « The ſoul, faith 


« a* heathen, is the man, that which 1s ſeen, 1s 
| « tht 


* Ons & iv avlpurog To opaueror, Plato. 
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« the man.” The apoſtle calls the body a vile body, | 


W phil. iii. 21. and ſo it is, compared with the ſoul ; and 
Daniel calls it the ſheath ; which is but a contemptible 
thing tothe ſword which is in it. O it were far better 
that many bodies perith, than one ſoul; that every 
member were made the ſeat and ſubject of the moſt ex- 
quiſite torture, than ſuch a judgment ſhould fall upon 
the ſoul. | 7 

(2.) *Tis the ſevereſt ſtroke God can inflict upon 
W the ſoul in this life, to give it up to barrenneſs ; be- 
cauſe it cats off all hopes, truſtrates all means, nothing 


can be a blefling to him. If one comes from the dead, . 
if angels ſhould deſcend from heaven to preach to him, . 


there is no hope of him. If God ſhut up a man, who 
can open ? Job. xii. I4. As there was none found in 
heaven or earth that could open the ſeals of that book, 
Rev. v. 5. ſo 1s there no opening by the hand of the 
moſt able and ſkiltul miniſter of thoſe ſeals of hardneſs, 
blindneſs, and unbelief, thus imprefled upon the ſpirit, 
Whom juſtice ſo locks up, mercy will never let out. 
This is that which makes up the Anathema Maranatha, 
1 Cor, xvi. 22, which is the dreadfulleſt curſe in all the 
book of God, accurſed till the Lord come. 


(3.) *Tis the molt indiſcernible {troke to thamibleed 


that can be, and by that ſo much ;the more deſperate. 
Hence there is ſaid to be poured out upon them the 
ſpirit of ſlumber, Ifa. xxix. 10. «© "The Lord hath pour- 
« ed out upon you the ſpirit of deep fleep, and hath 
« cloſed your eyes.” Montanus renders it, The Lord 
hath mingled upon you the ſpirit of deep ſleep. And 


ſo'it is an aliuicon to a ſoporiferous medicine mingled, 8 


and made up of opium, and ſuch like ſ{tupefactive in- 
gredients, which caſts a man into ſuch a deep ſleep, 
that do what you will to him, he feels, he knows it not, 
« Make their eyes heavy and their ears dull ; left they 
ſhould ſee, and hear, and be converted,” Ifa. vi. g. 
I0, This is the heart that cannot repent, which is 


(poken of, Rom. ii. 5. For men are not ſenſible at all of 


this judgment, they do not in the leait ſuſpect it, and 
4A that 
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that is their miſery. Though they be curſed trees, 
which ſhall never bear any fruit to life, yet many time 
they bear abundance of other fair and pleaſant fruit to' 
the eye, excelleat gifts, and rare endowments ; and , 
theſe deceive and undo'them.  Matth. vii. 22. «© We 
« have prophecied in thy name ;” this makes the wound 
deſperate, that there is no finding of it, no probe to 

ſearch it. | | | 
(4.) *Tis a ſtroke that cuts off from the ſoul all the 
comfort and ſweetneſs of religion, A man may pray, 
hear, and confer, but all thoſe duties are dry ſtalks to 
him, which yield no meat, no ſolid ſubſtantial nutri- 
ment ; ſome common touches upon the affections he 
may ſometimes find in duty, the-melting voice or rhe- 
toric of the preacher may perhaps ſtrike his natural af- 
fection, as another tragical ſtory pathetically delivered 
wy do; but to have any real communion with God in 
ordinances, any diſcoveries or views of the beauties of 
the Lord in them, that he cannot have; for theſe arc 
the ſpecial effects and operations of the ſpirit which are 

always reſtrained. | 

"God hath ſaid to ſuch, as he did to them, Gen. vi. 
2. © My ſpirit {hall no longer ſtrive with them ;”* and 
then what ſweetneſs is there in ordinances ? What is 
the work, ſeparated from the ſpirit, but a dead letter ? 
*Tis the Spirit that- quickens, 2 Cor. iii. 2, Friend, 
thou muſt know that the goſpel works.not like a natuy- 
ral cauſe upon thoſe that hear it ; if fo, the effect would 
always follow, unleſs miraculouſly ſtopt and hindered ; 
but it works like a moral inflituted cauſe, whoſe eth- 
cacy and ſucceſs depends upon the arbitrary concurrence 
_ of the Spirit with it. « "The wind blows where it | 
« liſteth, ſo is every one that is born of the Spirit,” 
John ii. 8. « Of his own will begat he us by the word 
« of truth.” Ordinances are the pool of Bethelda, 
which had its healing virtue only when the angel moved 
the waters ; but the ſpirit never moves favingly upon 
the waters of ordinances, for the healing of theſe ſouls, 
how many years ſoever they lie by them, though _— 
. | ec 
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f-el a divine power in them, yet they ſhall not. As 
the men that travelled with Paul, when Chriſt appeared 
to him from heaven, they ſaw the light, but heard not 
the voice which he heard to falvation : So it is with 
theſz, they ſee the miniſters, hear the words, which are 
words of falvation to others, but not ſo to them. Con- 
cerning theſe miſerable ſouls, we may ſigh and fay to 
Chriſt, as Martha did concerning her brother Lazarus : 
Lord, if thou hadfſt been here, in this ſermon or in this 
prayer, this ſoul had not remained dead. But here is 
the woe that lies upon him, God is departed from the 
means, and none can help him. 

(5.) *Tis ſuch a ſtroke upon the ſpirit of man, as is 
a fearful ſign of his eternal reprobation. *Tis true, we 
cannot ottvel ſay of a man in this life, he is a repro- 
bate, one that God will never ſhew mercy to ; but yet 
there are ſome probable marks of it upon ſome menin this 
world, and they are of a trembling conſideration where 
ever they appear ; of which this is one of the ſaddeſt, _2. 
Col. iv. 3. © If our goſpel be hid, *tis hid to thoſe that 
« are loſt, in whom the God of this world hath blinded 
« the minds of them that believe not ; left the light of 
« the glorious goſpel of Chriſt, who is the image of 
« God, ſhould ſhine unto them. So Acts xiii. 48. 
« As many as were ordained unto eternal life believed. 
© Ye believe not, becauſe ye are not of my ſheep, 
« John x. 26. And again, Matth. xiii. 11. To you 
* 1t is given to know the myſteries of the kingdom, 
« but. to them it is not given.” "There cannot be a 
more dreadful charaCter of a perſon marked out for 
wrath, than to continue under the ordinances, as the 
rocks and miry places do under the natural influence of 
heaven, What blefied opportunities had Judas ? He 
was under Chriſt's own miniſtry, he cften* heard the 
gracious words that proceeded out of his mouth ; he 
was day and night in his company, yet never the better z 
and way ? Becauſe he was the ſon of pzraition, -that is, 
a man appointed to deſtruction and wrath. =* 


"Me "3. 


86 Huſbandry Spiritualized - Or, | 


(6.) And laſtly, to add no more. *Tis ſuch a 
ſtroke of God upon the ſouls of men, as immediately 
tore-runs hell: and damnation, Heb. vi. 8. But that 
which beareth thorns and briers is rejected, and is nigh 
unto curſing, whoſe end is to be burnt. So that look 
as ſome ſaints, in'this world, have had a prelibation, 
or fore-taite of heaven, which the Scripture calls the 
carneſt of the ſpirit ;' ſo this is a precurſer of hell ; a 
ſign of wrath at the door. We may ſay of it, as 'tis 
{aid cf the pale horſe in the Revelation, that hell {o]. 
lows it, © If a man abide not in me, (faith Chrift) 

. « John xv. 6. he is caſt forth- as a branch and vi- 
« thered;”* which 1s. the very ſtate of theſe barren 

\ curſed fouls. And what follows? Why, faith he, men 
gather them, and caſt them into the fire, and they are 
burned. Lo this is the vengeance which the goſpel ex- 
ecutes upon this barren ground. 


REFLECTIONS. 


I. Well then, bleſſed be God that 

The ſincere made me feel the ſaving power of the 
ſoul's refiec- goſpel. O, let. God be exalted for 
Hon. * ever for this mercy ! that how defective 
ſoever I am in common gifts, though 

I have a dull underſtanding, a leaking memory, a ftzm- 
mering tongue : yet I have felt, and do feel the power 
of the goſpel upon my heart, I bleſs thee (my God) 
that although I labour under many ſpiritual infirmities, 
yet I am not fick of this incurable diſeaſe. I have 
given thee indeed juſt cauſe to inflict and execute this 
dieadful curſe upon me alſo, but thou haſt not dealt 
with me after my deſerts, but according to the riches 
of thy mercy. Some little fruit I bring forth, and wat 

| It is, is by virtue of my union with Jeſus Chriſt, Rom. 
vii. 4. And this hath more in 1t as to my comtort, 
then all tae plitcering gifts and ſplendid performances 
of tae moit glorious. hypocrite can oY to him : it 1 
migat have my caoice (faith one) 1 would chuſ- _ 
| , preie! 
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prefer the moſt deſpicable and ſordid work of a ruſtic 
Chriſtian, before all the viEtories of Alexander, and 
triumphs of Czfſar. © Blefled therefore be the Lord,” 
« who hath abounded unto me in all fpiritual bleilings, 
« jn heavenly places in Chrift Jeſus.” 

I Gnnot remember a ſermon as another can, but 
blefſed be God that I am able to ſavour it, and feel it; 
that I have an heart to love, and a will to obey all that 
God diſcovers to be my duty. . | 
\ 2, Q, then how little cauſe have I | 
| to make. my boaſt of ordinances, and The formal 
glory in' my external privileges, who profeſſor's re- 
| never bear ſpiritual fruit under them? fef710n. 
| If [well conſider my condition, there 

is matter” of. rembling; and not of glorying in theſe 
things. It may be, while I have been glorying in them, 
and lifting up my ſecure heart upon them, the Lord hath 
| been ſecretly blaſting my ſoul under them, and inſen- 
E ſibly executing this horrible curſe by them. Shall I 
boaſt, with Capernaum, that © I am lifted up to hea- 

8 © ven,” fince I may with her at laſt be caſt down to 
hell? And-if ſo, Lord'what a hell will my hell be ! It 
will be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah than 
for me. It drew tears from the eyes of Chriſt, when he 
was looking upen Jeruſalem, under the fame confſide- 
ration that 1 doubt I have cauſe to look upon my own 
foul, Luke xix, 41. «© He wept over it ſaying, if thou 
« hadſt known, even thou, at leaſt in this thy day, 
« the things which belong to thy peace, but now they 
« are hid from thine eyes.” 9$So long have I been a 
hearer, a profeſior of the goſpel, ſo many years I have 
enjoyed its diſtinguiſhing ordinances, but have'they not 
been all dry and empty things to me ; hath not the ſpirit 
of formality a&ted me in them? Have not ſelf-ends 
and worldly reſpects lain at the bottom of my beſt du- 
ties? Have not my diſcourſes, in communion with the 
laints, been trade-words, ſpeaking what I have learnt, 
but not felt ? Sad is my condition now, but I would 
be deſperate and irrecoverable, ſhouldſt thou execute 
tis curſe upon me. 3. And 


4 oiten trembled for fear, leſt my root had been blaſted 
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me a bleſſing in the bud, Ia. Ixv. 8. 


make him beg hard, and plead earneſtly with God for 
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x 3. And what may I think of my 
* The leſs fruit- condition? Lord, I acknowledge my 
ful Chriſtian's unprofitableneſs, under the means, 
reflettion. hath been ſhameful; and this h:th 
Aff made, my condition doubtful. [I have 


by ſuch a curſe ; but if ſo, whence is this trembling ? 
Whence theſe fears and ſorrows about it? Doth ſuch 
fruit grow in that foil which thoy haſt curſed? I am 
told but now, that on whom this. judgment falls, to 
them thou givelt an heart that cannot-repent. Lord, 
I bleſs thee for theſe evidences of freedom from the 
curſe ; for the fruits of fear, ſorrow and holy jealouſy, 
'The laws of men ſpare for the F fruit's ſake, and wilt 
thou not ſpare me alſo, my God, if there be found in 


4+ To conclude, what a ſerious re? 

The goſpel fletion ſhould this occaſion in every diſ- 
preacher's re- penſer of the goſpel? How ſhould he fay 
fleftion, when he goes to preach the goſpel, I am 
going to preach that word, which is to 

be © a favour of life or death to theſe fouls ;* upon how 
many of my poor hearers may. the curſe of perpetual 
barrenneſs be executed this day! O' how ſhould ſuch a 
thouzht melt his heart into compaſſion over then:, and 


a better iſtue of the goſpel than this upon them 


$ The Roman laws defer puniſhing a woman with 
child. Crry/oft. | 


he 
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OU that beſides your pleafant fruitful fields, 

Y Have uſeleſs bogs, and rocky ground, that yields. 

ou no advantage, nor doth quit your coſt, | 
But all your pains and charges on them's loſt : 
Hearken to me, I'll teach you how to get 
More profit by them, than if they were ſet 
At higher rents than what your tenants pay 
For your moſt fertile lands ; and here's the way.. 
Think when you view them, why the Lord hath choſe: 
Theſe, as the emblem to decipher thoſe 
That under goſpel-grace grow worſe and worſe; 
For means are fruitleſs when the Lord doth curſe. 
Sweet ſhowers deſcend, the ſun his beams reflects. 
On both alike, but not with like effects. 
Obſerve and ſee how after the ſweet ſhowers 
The graſs and corn revive ; the fragrant flowers 
Shoot forth their beauteous heads, the vallies ſing, 
All freſh and green, as in the verdant ſpring. 


| But rocks are barren ſtill, and bogs are ſo ; 


Where nought but flags, and worthleſs ruſhes grow.. 
Upon theſe marſhy grounds there lies this curſe, 
The more rain talls, by ſo much more the worſe,, 
Even ſo the dews of grace that ſweetly fall, 

From goſpel-clouds,. are not alike to all. 

The gracious ſoul doth. germinate and bud, 

But to the reprobate it doth-no good.. 

He's like the wither'd fig-tree,. void of fruit ;. 


A fearful-curſe hath ſmote his very root. 


The heart's made far, the eyes with blindneſs ſeal'd;;: 
The piercing'ft truths the goſpel cer reveal'd,. 
Shall be to him but as the ſun and rain 

Ate to obdurate rocks, fruitleſs and. yain.. 
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By this your meditation when you walk 
_ and fenny grounds, thus learn to talk 
ith your own ſouls ; and let it make you fear 
Left that's your caſe that is deſcribed here. 
This is the beſt improvement you can make 
Of ſuch bad ground ; good ſoul, I pray thee take 
Dome pains about them ; though they barren be, 
| 'Thou ſeeft how they may yield ſweet fruits'to thee. 
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Upon the Plowing of Carn-Land. 


| The ploughman guides his with care and ſkill ; 
$0 doth the Spirit in ſaund convittion ſtill. 


m4 


OBSERVATION. 


TFT requires net only ſtrength, but much ſkill and 
- judgment, to manage and guide» the plow, The 
plow muſt neither go too ſhallow, nor too deep in the 
earth; it muſt not imdent the ground, by making crook- 
ed furrows, nor leap, and make baulks in good ground ; 
but be guided as to a juſt depth of earth, fo to caſt the 
furrow, in a ftraight line, that the floor or furface of 
the field may be made- plain, as it- is Ifa. xxviii. 26. 
And hence that exprefſion,. Luke ix. 62. « He that 
'< puts his hand te the-plow, and looks back, is not fit 
« for the kingdom of heaven.” The meaning is, that 
as he that plows muſt have his eyes always forward, to 
guide and direct his hand in caſting the furrows ſtraight 
and even ; (for his hand will be quickly out when his 
FA | | eye. 
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eye is off.) . So he that heartily reſolves for heaven, 
muſt addi& himſelf wholly and intently, to the buſineſs 
of religion, and not have his mind entangled with the 
things of this world, waich he hath left behind him ; 
whereby 1t appears, that the right management of the 
plow requires as much {kill as ſtrength, 


APPLICATION. 


HIS obfervation in nature, ſerves -excellently to 
ſhadow forth this propoſition in divinity ; that 
the work of the Spirit in convincing and doe 3 Fo the 
heart of a ſinner, is a work wherein much of the wiſ- 
dom, as well as power of God, .is diſcovered. The 
work of repentance, and ſaving contrition is ſet forth 
in ſcripture by this metaphor of plowing. * Jer. iv. 3. 
Hoſ. x. 12. Plow up your fallow ground ;” that is, * 
be convinced, humbled; and broken-hearted for fin. 
And the reſemblance betwixt both theſe works, appears 
in the following particulars. Nor 0173-44 

_- (T.) *Tis an hard and difficult work to plow, *tis Þ 
reckoned one of the painfulleſt manual labours ; it is KG 
alſo a very hard thing to convince and humble the 
heart of a ſecure, ſtout, and proud ſinner, indurate in 
wickedneſs. What Luther faith, of a dejeted ſoul, 
«& That it is as eaſy to raiſe the Jeadypagito comfort ſuch 
« a one.” The ſame I may ſayof theTecure, confident 
ſinner ; *tis as eaſy to rend the rocks, as to work faving 
contrition upon ſuch a. heart, Citzus ex pumice aquam 3 
all the melting language, and earneſt intreaties of the 
golpel, cannot urge ſuch a heart to ſhed a tear ; there- WM 
ore it is called a heart of ſtone, Ezek. xxxvi. 26. a Wi 
firm rock, Amos vi. 12. © Shall horſes run upon the 
« rock ? Will one plow-there with oxen ?” Yet when 
the Lord comes in the power of his ſpirit, theſe rocks 

8 do rend, and yield to the power of the word, — 

Hl y (2.) The 8 


*. Glaſſius Rhet. ſacra. p, 300. 
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|  (2.) The plow pierces deep into the boſom of the 
earth, makes (as'it were) a'deep gaſh, or wound in the 
heart of it. So doth the Spirit upon the heart of ſin- 
ners, he pierces their very fouls by convition. Ads 
11. 37. < Whenthey heard this they were pricked, (or 
<« ; pierced point blank) to the heart. Then the word 
|  « divides the ſoul and ſpirit,” Heb. iv. 12. It comes 
upon the conſcience, with ſuch piercing dilemma's, and 
tilts the ſword of conviction ſo deep into their ſouls, 
that there is no ſtanching of the blood, no healing this 
# wound, till Chrift himſelf come, and undertake the 
F cure. #Heret lateri lethalis arunds; this barbed arrow 
& cannot be pulled out of their hearts by any, but the 
. hand thatſhotiitiin. Diſcourſe with ſuch a foul about 
his troubles, and he'will tell you, that” all the ſorrows 
that ever he had in this world, loſs” of eftate, health, 
{ _ children, .or whatever ele, are but flea-bitings to this ; 
| © this ſwallows up all other troubles. See how that 
Chriftian Niobe, Luke vii. 38. is diffolved into tears : 
« Now deep calleth unto deep at the noiſe of his water- 
- « ſpouts, when the waves and billows of God'go over 
« the ſoul,” Spiritual forrows are deep waters, in 
|. which the ſtouteft, -and moft magnanimous ſoul would 
8 fink-and drown, did not Jeſus Chriſt. by a ſecret and 
ſupporting hand, chold'it up, and preſerve it. | 
5 (* ) The plow/xen the earth 'in parts and-pieces, 
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which before Lal | .. and makes thoſe'parts hang 
{| looſe, which formerly Tay cloſe. Thus doth the ſpirit 


of conviction rend aſunder the heart, 'and its moſt be- 
loved lufts. Joel ii. 13. Rene your hearts and not your 
| < oparments:” that is, rather than your garments : for 

| the ſenſe is comparative, though the 'expreflion-be ne- 
tive. And'this renting imphes, not only acute pain, 
Aeſh cannat 'be'rent aſunder without anguith, nor yet 
only force and violence; the heart/is a ftubborn, and 

| kEnotty piece, and will not eaſily yield ; but 'it alſo im- 
[| plies a difunion of parts united': as when a garment, 


or 


$ Kaxoiynoav pun#im caride, pungendi penetros. 
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or the earth, or any contiguous body is rent, thoſe parts 
are ſeparated which formerly cleaved together. Sin 
and the ſoul were glewed faſt together before, there was 
no parting of them, they would as ſoon part with their 
lives, as with their luſts ; but now when the heart is 
rent from them truly, it is alfo rent from them ever-_ 
laſtingly,” Ezek. vii. 15, to 19. 7 
(4+) The plow turns up, and diſcovers ſuch things 
as lay hid in the boſom of the earth before, and were 
| covered under a fair green ſurface, from the eyes of 
men. - Thus when the Lord plows up the heart of a 
ſinner by conviction, then the ſecrets of his heart are | 
made manifeſt, 2 Cor. xiv. 24, 25. the moſt ſecret and K 
ſhameful frns . will then out; for « the word of God MK 
« is quick and powerful, ſharper than any two-edged 
« ſword, piercing. even to the dividing of the ſoul and 
« fpirit, the joints and marrow, and 1s a diſcerner of 
« the thoughts and ſecret intents of the heart,” Heb. - 
iv, 12. It makes the fire born inwardly, ſo that the foul 
hath no reſt till confeflion give a vent to trouble. Fain 
would the ſhuMing ſinner conceal, and hide his ſhame, 
but the word follows him through all his ſinful ſhifts, 
and brings him art laſt to be his own accuſer, witneſs, 
and judge. | Fo 6d 64.7 3} IS 
(5.) The work of the plow is but opus ordinabile, a 
preparative work in order to fruit. Should the huf- 
bandman plow his. ground ever fo often, yet if the ſeed 


expected. Thus conviction alfo is but a preparative to 


there, and go no farther, it proves but an abortive, or 
untimely birth : many have gone thus far, and there 
they have ſtuck z- they have been like a field plowed, 
but not ſowed, which is a matter of trembling confide- 
ration ; for hereby their ſin is greatly aggravated, and 
their eternal miſery ſo much the more increaſed. | O 
waen a poor damned creature ſhall with horror refle& 
uporr himſelf in hell. How near was I once, under 
ſuch a ſermon to converſion | my fins were ſet in - 
Fo | cer 


be not caſt- in, and quickened,/ in' vain 18 the harveſt - l 


a farther work upon | the ſoul of a finner ; if it ſtick | 


v \ you 
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der before me, my conſcience awakened, and terrified 
with the guilt of them ; many purpoſes and ref-lves [ 
had then to turn to God, which bad they been pertecied 
by an{werable executions, I had never come to this 
place of. torment ; but there I ſtuck, and that was my 
eternal undoing. Many ſouls have I known fo terri. 
hed with the guilt of fin, that they haye come roaring 
under horrors of conſcience to the preacher ; fo that 
one would think ſuch a_ breach had been made betwixt 
them and fin, as could never be reconciled ; and yet as 
angry as they were in that fit with ſin, they have hugged 
and:;embraced it again. po. 
(6.) "Tis beſt plowing when. the earth is prepared, 
and mollifhed- by the ſhowers of rain ; then the work 
goes on ſweetly and eaſily ; and :never doth the heart 
kindly melt, as when the goſpel-clouds diffolve, and 
the free grace, and love of Jeſus Chriit come ſweetly 
ſhowering down upon it ; then it relents and mourns 
ingenuoully. Ezek. xvi. 63. « "That thou mayeſt re- 
« member, and be confounded, and never open thy 
« mouth any more, becauſe of thy ſhame, when I am 
« pacified towards: thee for all that thou haſt done.” So 
it was'with that poor penitent, Luke vii. 38. when the. 
Lord Jeſus had diſcovered to her the ſuper-abounding 
riches of his grace, in the pardon of her manifold abo- 
minations, her heart melted within her, ſhe waſhed the 
' Feet -of Chrift with tears. - And indeed, there is as 
much difference betwixt the tears which are forced by 
the terrors of the law, and thoſe which are extracted by 
the grace of the goſpel, as there is betwixt thoſe of a 
. condemned malefattor, who weeps 'to conſider the mi- 
ſery he is under, and thoſe of a pardoned malefactor, 
that receives his pardon at the foot of the ladder, and 
19 melted by the mercy and clemency of his gracious 
- prince towards him. x 
_ (7.) Theplow kills thoſe rank weeds which grow in 
the field, turns them up by the roots, buries and rots 
them. So dath ſaving convittion kill fin at the root, 
makes the ſoul fick of it, .begets indignation * the 
| | cart 
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h art again |-it, 2.Cor. vii. 11. The word 'Ayavaxryory, 
res henifies* the riſing of the ſtomach, and —_— 
e 


angry even unto ſicknels ; religious wrath is the herc 


wrath, now the foul cannot endure fin, it trembles at ; 


it, © I find a woman more bitter than death,” (faith 


penitent Solomon) Eccl. vii. 26. Conviction, like a ſur- 


feit, makes'the ſoul-to/loath what it formerly loved, and 
delighted in. Thy | | 
' (8.) That field is not well plowed, where the plow 
jumps and ſkips over good ground, and makes baulks, 
it muſt run up the whole field alike ; and that heart is 
not ſavingly convicted, where any luſt is ſpared, and 
left untouched. Saving conviction extends itſelf to all 
ſins; not-only: to! fin in general, with - this: cold expreſ- 
fron, Fama'finner ; but to the particulars of fin, yea, 
to the particular circumſtances and aggravations of time, 
place, manner, occaſions, thus and thus have I done ; 
to the fin of nature, as well as praftice: « Behold I 
« was ſhapen in iniquity,” Pſalm li. 5. There muſt 
be no baulking of any fin; the ſparing of one fin, is a 
ſure argument thou art not truly humbled for any fin. 
Sofar 1s the convinced ſoul from a ſtudious concealment 
of a beloved-f1n, that it weeps over that, more than over 
any other actual ſin. | 

(9.) New ground is much more eaſily plowed, than 
that-which by long lying out of tillage is more conſoli- 
dated, and clung together, by deep-rooted thorns, and 
brambles, which render it difficult to the plowman. 
This old ground 1s like an old ſinner, that hath lain a 
loag time hardening under the means of grace, O the 
ditheulty of convincing ſuch a perſon ! fin hath got ſuch 
rooting in his heart, he is ſo habituated to the reproofs 
and calls of the word, that'few ſuch are wrought upon. 
How many young perſons are called, to one obdurate, 
nveterate ſinner ? 1 do not ſay but God may call home 
ſuch a ſoul at the eleventh hour ; but I may ſay of theſe, 
compared with others, as Solomon ſpeaks Ecclefl. vii. 


26,, « One man among a thouſand have I found, &c.” - 


Few 
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Few that haie long reſiſted the goſpel, come afterwards 
to feel the ſaving efficacy thereof, pie 


' REFLECTIONS. 


| 1. O grace, for ever to be admired! 
The true con- that God ſhould ſend forth his word 
vert*s refleft1on. and S pu to plow up my hard and ſton 
heart | yea mine, when he hath left ( 

many of more tender, ingenuous, ſweet and melting 
tempers, without any culture or means of grace. ( 
blefled goſpel, heart-diflolving voice | I have felt thine 
efficacy, I have experienced thy divine and irreſiſtible 
power ; thou art, indeed, ſharper than any two-edged 
ſword, and woundeſt to the heart ; but thy wounds are 
the wounds ofa friend : all the wounds thou haſt made 
in my ſoul, were ſo many doors opened to let in Chriſt; 
all the blows thou gaveſt my conſcience, were but to 
beat off my ſoul from ſin, which I embraced, and had 
retained to my everlaſting ruin, hadſt thou not ſepa- 
rated them and me. O wiſe, and merciful phyſician ! 
thou didſt indeed bind me with cords of conviction and 
ſorrow, but it was only to cut out that ſtone in my 
heart, which had killed me if it had continued there, 
O how did I ſtruggle, and oppoſe thee, as if thou hadit 
come with the ſword of an enemy, rather than the lance 
and probe of a ſkijful and tender-hearted phyſician! 


| E Blefled be the day wherein my fin was diſcovered and 


embittered! O happy ſorrows, which prepared for 
ſuch matchleſs joys! O blefied hand, which turned my 
ſalt waters into pleaſant wine ! and, after many pangs 
and ſorrows of ſoul, didſt at length bring forth deliver- 
ance and peace. <. 
2. But O what a rock of a- 
The flubborn heart's damant is this heart of mine ! 
reflettion. _ that never yet was wounded, 
| and favingly pierced for fin by 
the terrors of the law, or melting voice of the goſpel! 
long have I fat under the word, but when did | tcel 2 
4 relentin? 
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relenting pang ? O my ſoul! my ſtupificd foul ! thou 
haſt got an antidote againſt repentance, but haſt thou 
any againſt hell? Thou canſt keep out the ſenſe of fin 
now, but art thou able to keep out the terrors of the 
Lord hereafter ? If thou couldeſt turn a deaf ear to the 
ſentence of Chriſt in the day of judgment, as ea.'ly as. 
© thou doſt to the intreaties of Chrilt in the day of grace, 
| it were ſomewhat ; but ſurely there is no defence againft 
E that. Ah! fool that I am, to quench theſe convicti- 
ons, unleſs I knew how to quench theſe flames they 
warn me of. ; 
3. And may not I challenge the firſt 

place among all the mourners in the The miſcar- 
world, who have loſt all thoſe convicti- rymg ſoul's re- 
ons which at ſeveral times come upon fedtzor. 
me under the word ? I have been often 
awakened by it, and filled with terrors and tremblings 
under it ; but thoſe troubles have ſoon worn off again, 
{and my heart (like water removed from the fire) return- 
ed to its native coldneſs. Lord, what a diſmal caſe 2m 
lin! nuany convictions have I choaked, ang ſtrangled, 
which, it may be, ſhall never more be revived, until 
| thou revive them againſt me in judgment. I have been 
in pangs, and brought forth nothing but wind ; my 
troubles have wrought no deliverance, neither have my 
luſts fallen before them. My conſcience, inceed, hath 
been ſometimes ſick with ſin, yea, fo ſick as to vomit 
them up by an external, partial reformation; * but then, 
with the dog, have turned again to my vomit, and now 
E doubt I am given over to a heart that cannot repent. 
O that thoſe travelling pangs could be quickened again ! 
but alas ! they are ceaſed. Iam like a priſoaer eſcaped, 
and again recovered, whom the: jailor loads with dou- 
ble irons. Surely, O my ſoul ! if thy ſpiritual troubles 
return not again, they are but gone back to bring eternal 
roubles, It is with thee, O my foul! as with a man 
mhoſe bones have been broken, and not well ſet ; who 
muſt, (how terrible ſoever it appear to him) endure 
Ee pain of breaking and ſetting them again, if ever he 
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be made a ſound man. _O that I might rather chuſe , 
be the objet-of thy wounding mercy, than of thy 
ſparing cruelty ! if thou plow not up my heart agzi 
by compunction, I know it muſt be rent in pieces x 
laſt by deſperation. | be 


The POEM. 


HERE's ſkill in plowing, that the plowman know; 
For if too ſhallow, or too deep he goes, 
The ſeed is either buried, or elſe may _ 
To rooks and daws become an. eaſy prey. 
This, as a lively emblem, fitly may * 
Deſcribe the blefled Spirit's work and way : 
Whoſe work on ſouls, with this doth ſymbolize ; 
Betwixt them both, thus the reſemblance lies. 
Souls are the ſoil, conviction is the plow, 
God's workmen draw, the Spirit ſhews them how. 
He guides the work, and in good ground, doth blcis 
His workmen's pains, with ſweet and fair ſucceſs, 
_ The heart prepar'd, he ſcatters in the ſeed, 
Which, in its ſeaſon, ſprings, no fowl nor weed 
- Shall pick it up, or choak this ſpringing corn, 
Till it be houſed in the heavenly barn. 
When thus the Spirit plows up the fallow ground, 
When with ſuch fruit his ſervants work is crown'd; 
Let all the friends of Chriſt, and ſouls, fay now, 
As they paſs by the field, God ſpeed the plow. 
Sometimes this plow, thin ſhelfy ground doth turn, 
That little ſeed which ſprings, the ſun beams burn. 
The reſt uncover'd lies, which fowls devour. 
Alas | their hearts were touch'd, but not with pow! 
The cares and pleaſures of this world have drown 
The ſeed, before it peep'd above the ground. 
Some ſprings indeed, the Scripture faith that ſome : 
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(0 
: o taſte the powers: of the world to come, 
" 'heſe embrio's never come to timely birth, 
x 


Þecauſe the ſeed that's ſown wants depth of earth. 
"urn up,.. O God, the bottom of my heart ; 

And, to the ſeed that's ſown, do thou, impart 

Thy choiceſt blefling. Though I weep and mourn 
n this wet ſeed time, if. I may return. 

With ſheaves of joy ; theſe fully will reward 

[ſy pains and ſorrows, be they ne'er ſo. hard, 
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.-. Upon the Seed-Corn. 


The choiceft wheat is flill reſerv'd far ſeed ; 
- But gractous principles are choice indeed. 
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their ſeed-corn, that it may. not .only be clean 
and pure, but the beſt and moſt excellent in its kind 
Ih, XXviii. 35. « He caſteth in the principal wheat.” 
if any. be more full and, weighty than other, that is re- 
ſerved for, ſeed... *'T'is :uſual with huſbandmen to. pick 


ate the, cackel and darnel, and all the lighter and hol- 


-& 


ſed, the fruit and production 15 like to be. 
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T Uſbandmen are very carcful and: curious about 


and leaſe their ſeed-corn by hand, that they may ſepa- . 


low grains from it, wherein they. manifeſt their difcre- __ 
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APPLICATION. 


HE choice, and principal ſeed-corn, with v#hich 
the fields are ſow'd, after they are prepared { 
it, doth admirably ſhadow forth thoſe excellent princi. 
ples of grace 1ntuſed into the regenerate foul. "Their 
agreement, as they are both feed, 1s obvious, in the ten 
following be Pry Pr and their excellency above other 
principles in ſeven more. © F | 
1. The earth at firſt naturally brought forth corn, 
and every feed yielding fruit, without human induſtry; 
but tince the curſe came upon it, it muſt be: plowed and 
ſowed, or no fruit can be expected. So man, at firſt, 
had 3ll the principles of holineſs-in -his- nature, but now 
WW they mult be infuſed by regencration, or elſe his nature 
= 3s as void of holineſs, as the barren and untilled defart 
Wy is of corn. : 
| 2. The earlier the ſeed is ſown, the better it is root- 
ed, and enabled to endure the aſperities of the winter ; 
| ſo when grace is early infuſed, when nature is ſanctified 
| i in the bud, grace is thereby exceedingly advantaged, 
| | *T was Timothy's ſingular advantage, that he knew the 


_ 


Scriptures from a child. | 
E.3 Frofts and ſnows:conduce-very.much: to the well. 
| Tooting of the ſeed, and makes it ſpread, and take root 
{| much the better. So, do fanCtified affiictions, which 
| uſually the people of God meet with after their calling, 


and often in their very ſced-time, 1 Thef. i. 6, © And 
1 « you became followers of us and the Lord, baying re- 
WW < ceived the word in much afliction.” But if __ 
| | have fair weather then, to be ſure they ſhall meet wi 
W weather hard-enough afterwards, Heb. x. 32. © But 
\ it « call to remembrance the former days, in which after 
Wl © ye vere illuminated, ye endured a great fight of at- 
We < fictions.” | | NS at 
| 4. When the ſeed is caſt into the earth, it -muft be 
WW! covered up :by the harrow, the uſe whereof, in hul- 
| Wl bandry, is not only to lay a plain flooy (as they rw 
k  B& | | DV 
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but to open, and Tet i in the corn to the boſom of the 
earth, and there cover it up for its ſecurity from birds 


| that would deyour it. , Thus doth the moſt wiſc God 


provide Ie for the ſecurity of that grace which he at firſt 
diſleminated.i in the hearts of his people. He is as well 
the finiſher, as the author of their grace, Heb. xii. 2. | 
and of this they may be confident, that he that hath be- 


| cun a good work in them, will perform it unto the day 
| of Chriſt. "The care, of God over the graces of his 


people, is like the covering of the ſeed for ſecurity. 
. Seed-corn 1s in its own nature of much more va- _ 
Jus ant Worth thar' other' corn; the huſbandman caſts | 
in the principal wheat. So are the ſeeds of grace-ſown 
in the renewed ſoul, for it is called the ſced of God, 1. 
John tit, 9. "The divine nature, 2 Pet. i. 4. One dram | 
of grace is far beyond all the glory of this world ; it is 
more precious than gold which periſhes. 1 Pet. 1. 7. 
« The price of it 1s above rubies, and all that thou _ 
« canft defire 1 is not to be compared with it,” Prov. 
Ii. IS, 
6. Thee” iS a great deal of ſpirit and vigour in a 
little ſeed, though it be ſmall in bulk, yet it is great 1n 


| virtue .and efficacy. Gracious habits are alſo vigorous. 


and efficacious things. Such is their efficacy that they 
overcome the world, 1 John v. 4. «© Whatſoever is born _ 
« of God, overcometh the world,” They totally alter _ 
and change the perſon, in whom they are, , © He that. 
« perſecuted us in times paſt now preachcth the faith | 
* which once he deſtroyed,” They enable the ſoul 
to. do and ſuffer great things for God., Heb. xi. 3Þ 
+ 35. 
” The. ſtalk. and ear are potentially and virtually in 
mall 'grain of corn. .. So are all the fruit of obedi- 
ence, which believers afterwards bring forth to God, 
virtually contained i in, thofe habits, or. ſeeds. of grace. 
Tis ſtrange to C01 ſider, at from a muſtard -ſeed, 
(whichy, as Chriſt ith, is t leaſt of all ſeeds) ſhould 
grow ſuch | great, branches, that the birds of the air may | 
build their n Sf int em. + ti the heroical and fa- 
mous 
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| -mous acts and atchievements of the moſt renowned be. 
lievers ſprang from ſmall beginnings at firſt, to that 
eminency and glory. | 

\ $8. The fruitfulneſs of the ſeed depends upon the ſun 
W and rain, by which. they are quickned, as is opened 
WW largely in the next chapter. And the principles of 
{ Grace in us have as neceflary a dependance. upon the 
a - afliſting and exciting grace without us. For though 
FL it be true, they are immortal ſeed; yet that is not fv 
much from their own ftrength as from the promiſes 
made to them, and that conſtant influx from above, by 
which they are revived and preſerved from time to 


| time, % 


9. The ſeed is fruitful in ſome ſoils more than in 


| 1 others, profpers much better, and comes ſooner to ma-. 
WH turity, So doth grace thrive better, and grow faſter in 


ll ſome perſons than in others. ©« Your faith groweth 
WH £c exceedingly,” 2 Theſ. tl. J- « Whilſt the things that 


Wl! « are in others. are ready to die,” Rev. iii. 2. Tho 
1 no man's heart be naturally a kind ſoil to e, yet 
Wit doubtleſs grace is more advantaged in ſome diſpoſitions 


| than in others. | ; 

10, And laſtly, their agreement, as ſeed, appears, 
in this, the ſeed-corn is ſcattered into all parts of the 
held, as proportionably and equally as may be : So is 

race diffuſed into al the faculties, judgment, will, 


Wt andall the affeRtions are ſowed with theſe new princi- 


les, © The God of peace fantify you wholly,” 1 


| 11 heſ. y. 23» 


\ And thus you fee, why.principles of grace are called 
1; feed, Now, in the next place (which is the ſecond 
thing promiſed, and mainly defigned .in this.. chapter) - 
to ſhew you the choicenefs and excellency of theſe holy 


$ Ii principles with which' fan&tified ſouls are embelliſhed 
WB: and adorned; and to convince you that true grace ex- 
WW; cells all other principles, by which other perfons are 


| «Red even as the principal wheat doth the, chaff, and 


Wl! refule ſtuff, T ſhall here inſtitute a compariſon betwixt 
Wt grace and the moſt ſplendid, common gifts in rrY 
| tn | Re 
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world, and its tranſcendent excellency, above them 
all, will evidently appear in the ſeven following par- 
tic | 

1. The moſt excellent common gifts come out of the 
common treaſury of God's bounty, and that in a na» 
tural way. They are but the improvement of a man's 
natural abilities, - (or as one. calls them) the ſparks of 
nature blown up by the wind of a more benign and li- 
beral education ; but principles of grace are of a divine 
and heavenly original and extraCtion, not induced or 
raiſed from nature, but ſupernaturally infuſed by the 
Spirit from on bigh, John ui. 6. © That which is born 
« of the fleſh is fleſh, and that which: is born of the . 
| « Spirit is ſpirit.” When a ſoul is ſanCtified by them, 

« he partakes of the divine nature,” 2 Pet. i. 4. © Is 
« born not of fleſh; nor of blood, nor of the will of 
|< man, but of God,” John. i. 13. In this reſpeCt they 
differ from.. gifts, as the heavenly manna which was 
rained down from heaven differs from common bread, 
which by pains and. induſtry, the earth produces in a 
natural way. 

2, The beſt natural gifts afford not_ that ſweetneſs 
and ſolid comfort to the foul that grace doth ; they are 
but a dry ſtalk that affords no meat for a ſoul to feed on. 
A man may have an underſtanding full: of light, and 
a heart void of comfort at the- ſame time ; but grace is WM 
a fountain of pureſt living ſtreams of peace and com- | 
fort, 1 Pet. 1. 3 « Believing we rejoice, with joy un- 
« ſpeakable and full of glory : light is ſown for the 


d « righteous, and joy, for the upright in heart.” All 

d true pleaſures and delights are feminally in grace, 
) {Wflm xcvii. 11. They are ſown for them in theſe di- 

y vine and heavenly graces, which are glory in.the bud. 

d 3 Gifts adorn the perſon, but do | 


not ſecure the ſoul from wrath. A man Like a pre- @* 
ay admired for them among men, cos ſtone ina W% 
and rejected eternally by God. Who toad's head. . 4 
cn conhdently read that ſixth. chapter =. 
7 the Hebrews, and not. tremble to think in wee a 
forlora © v 
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ll} forlorn caſe a ſoul may be, though ſet off and accom- 


pliſhed with the rareſt endowments of this kind, Matth, 
Vii. 22. We read, that many ſhall fay to Chriſt in that 
day. © Lord, Lord, have we not propheſied in thy 


WW © Hame, and in oQ name caſt out devils, &c.” and 


yet themſelves at laſt caſt out as a prey to devils. How 
divinely and rhetorically did Ballaam ſpeak and pro- 


| phecy, Numb. xxiii. What rare and excellent parts 


WH had the Scribes and Phariſees ? Who upon that ac- 


— wang. oe oo» not 7 i IP APY 4 4 


WW count, were ftiled Principes ſeculi, © the princes of the 


© world,” 1 Cor. ii. 8. hat profound and excellent 
parts had the heathen ſages and philoſophers ? Theſe 


| things are ſo far from ſecuring the ſoul againſt the wrath 


to come, that they often expoſe it unto wrath, and are 


7! as oil to increaſe the eternal burnings ; but now gra- 
Wy: cious principles are the Ta e xwurva purypay, As the 
WE apoſtle calls them, Heb. vi. «< things that accompany 
I! < and have falvation in them.” "TI heſe are the things 
on which the promiſes of ſalvation run ; and theſe 


treaſures are never found but ir ele& veſſels. Glory 
is by promiſe aſſured and made over to him that poſle(- 
ſes them. "There is but a little point of time betwixt 
him and the glorihed ſpirits above. And how incon- 
ſiderable a matter "1s a little time which contracts and 


| winds up apace? 'For © now is our falvation nearer 


« than when we believed.” And hence the Scripture 


ſpeaks of them as already faved, Rom. viii. 24. © We 


« Are faved by hope,” becauſe it is as ſure as if we were 
in heaven. We are made td ſit in heavenly places. 

4. Gifts may damaify the perſon that poſleſſes' them, 
and it may be better in reſpect of a man's own condi- | 
tion he had never had them. « Knowledge (faith the 
« apoſtle) pufteth up,”” 1 Cor. viii. 1. makes the foul 
proud and flatulent. ?*Tis a hard thing to know much, 
and not to know too much.” "The faint's knowledge 1s. 
better than the ſcholar's': for he hath his own heart in- 
ſtead of a commentary to help him. Ariſtotle ſaid, 2 


- little knowledge about, heavenly things, though con- 
| jeRtural, is better than much of earthly things, though 


© certain, 


The Heavenly Uſe of Earthly Things. 105 


% 


certain, «© The world by wiſdom knew not God.”” 
(faith the apoſtle, x Cor. 1. 22.) i. e. Their learning 
hanged in the light, oy were too wiſe to ſubmit to 
the ſimplicity of the goſpel. "The excellent parts of the 
old heretics did but ſerve to midwife into the work the 
monſtrous birth of ſoul-damning hereſies. Cupit abs _ 
te ornart diabolus, as Auſtin faid to that ingemious young 
{cholar ; © the-devil deſires to be adorned by thee.” But 
now grace in itſe]f is not ſubjeCt to ſuch abuſes, it can- 
not be the proper univocal cauſe of an evil effect : it 
cannot ouſt up the heart, but always humbles it, nor 
ſerve the devil's deſigns, but ever oppoſes them. 

5 Gifts may be given a man for the ſake of others, 
and not out of love to himſelf ; they are but as an ex- 
cellent diſh of meat which a man ſends- to a nurſe, not 
for her ſake, ſo much as. for his child that ſucks her. 
God, indeed, makes uſe of them to do his children 
good, the church is benefited by them, though them-. 
ſelves are but like cooks, they prepare excellent diſhes, 
on which the faints feed, and are nouriſhed, though - 
themſelves taſte them not. They are dona miniftran- 
tia, non ſanetificantia, * miniſtring, but -not ſanctify- 
' ing gitts,” proceeding not from the. good will of God + 
to him that hath them, but to thoſe he ben&Efits by them, 
And O what a fad conſideration will this be one day to 
ſuch a perſon, to think, I helped ſuch a ſoul to heaven, 
while I myſelf. muſt Jodge in hell !. 

6. Sin in the reign and power of it, may cohabit 
with the moſt excellent natural gifts under the fame 
roof, I mean in the ſame heart, A-man-may have the 
tongue of an angel, and the heart of a devil, "The wiſ- 
dom of the philoſophers (faith LaQtantius) non excindre 
vitia ſed abſcondit, ©* did not root out, but hide their 
| vices,” The learned Phariſees were but painted ſe. 
pulchres, . Gifts are but as a fair glove drawn over a 
foul hand : But now grace is incompatible with ſin in 
dominion, it purifies the heart, Ads xv, 9. cleanſes the 
conſcience, Heb, ix, I4, crucifes the aftections and _ | 
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W of the fleth, Gal. v. 24. is not content with the con- 
W cealment, but ruin of corruptions. 
| \| 7. And laſtly, Gifts muſt leave us at laſt, « Whe- 
WIT <© ther there be knowledge, that will ceaſe. All fleſh 
l « 1s graſs, and the goodlincſs of it as the flower of the 
\' eraſs; the graſs withercth, the flower fadeth, but 
| © the word of. the Lord abideth for ever,” Ifa. xl. b, 
[ 8. iq times they leave a man before death. One 
E knock, if it hit right, (as one faith) may make a wiſe 
F man a fool ; but to be ſure, they all leave us at death, 
ll « Doth not his excellency which 1s in him go away ?” 
| | Job. iv. 21, yea, then all natural excellency departs : 
If WW Peach ſtrips the ſoul of all thoſe ſplendid. ornaments ; 
then the rhetorical tongue is ſtruck dumb ; the nimble 
lf wit, and curious fancy, ſhall entertain your ears with 
& no more pleaſant diſcourſes. Nunguam focos dabi., as 
} Adrian faid to his departing ſou] ; but grace aſcends | 
| with the ſoul into eternity, and there receives its per- 
| feQion and accompliſhment. ' Gifts take their leave of 
i the foul as Orpha did at Naomi ; but grace faith then 
WH! as Ruth, Where thou goeſt I will :go, and © where 
| ll || © thou lodgeſt I will lodge, and nothing ſhall ſeparate 


|<< thee and me.” Now put all this together, and then 
i judge whether the apoſtle ſpoke h perbole: : when he 
$i! ſaid, « Covet earneſtly the beſt gifts, and yet I ſhew 
We <© unto you a more excellent way,” 1 Cor. xii. ult. 


* And thus you have the choiceneſs of theſe principles 
| alſo. | 


EAR a 
——= 
_ 
" I I—_ 


EEPIz eat rows 


| The lines are fallen to me in a plea- 
Ii The gracious fant place, may, the gracious ſoul ſay: 
| ak refledtion.. "How defettive ſoever I am in gifts, 
if yet bleſſed 'be the Lord, who hath 
| ſown the ſeeds of true grace in my heart. What tho' 
- I am not famed, and honoured among men, let it ſuf- 
| fce me that I am precious in the ' eyes of the Lord. 
ny Thou gh he hath not abounded to me in gifts of _ 
« et 


- 
_- 


[ 
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« Yet bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord Je-1 
 « ſus Chriſt, who hath abounded to me in all fpiritual! 
« bleſſings, in heavenly places in Chriſt Jeſus,” Eph. 
i. 3- Is not a true jewel, tho” ſpurned in the dirt] 
more precious than a falſe one, tho? ſet in gold ? 
art thou troubled, O' my foul, for the want of theſe 
things which reprobates may have ? and art not rather 
admiring and bleſſing God for theſe things which none 
but the darlings and favourites of feaven can have ? 
Is not an ounce of pure gold more valuable than man 
pounds of gilded braſs ? What tho? the dews of Helicon 
deſcend not upon my head, if in the mean time the 
ſweet influence of Sion fall upon my heart? O my 
God ! how much ſoever others are elated by the light 
of their knowledge, I have cauſe. with humility, toj 
adore thee for the heavenly heat with which thou haſt 
warmed my attections. . 

Pauſe a while, my ſoul, upon this _ | 
point : With what ſeed is my heart The deceived 
ſown, and of what, kind are thoſe fouls refleftion. 
things wherein I excel others? Are _ 6 
they indeed ſpecial feeds of grace, or common gifts 
and natur2] excellencies ? If the latter, little cauſe have 
I to pride myſelf in them, were they ten taouſand times 
more than they are. If theſe things be indeed the things 
that accompany ſalvation, the ſeed of God, -the true 
and real work of grace, then, (1) How comes it tec 
paſs, that I never found any throws, or travelling pangy 
in the production of them * It 1s affirmed, and gene: 
rally acknowledged, that the new creature is neve 
brought forth without ſuch pain and compunCctions © 
heart, Acts 11. 37. I have indeed often felt an aking 
head, whilſt I have read and ſtudied to increaſe m 
knowledge : but when did I feel an aking heart for fin 
Oh ! I begin to ſuſpect, that it is not right. Yea, (2 
And my ſuſpicion increaſes while [ Kg that graze 
is of an humbling nature, 1 Cor. xv. 10. Lord, ho 
have I beenelated by my gifts, and valued myſelf above 
What was meet | O how have I delighted in the noi 
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of the phariſce's trumpet ! Matth. vi. 2. No muſfick { 
ſweetas that. Say, O my conſcience, have I not ge. 
lighted more in the theatre than the cloſet ? In the 
praiſe of men, than the approbation of God. O how 
many evidences doſt thou produce againſt me ! Indeed 
theſe are ſad ſymptoms that I have ſhewed thee, but 

j there is yet another, which renders thy caſe more fu. 
Wt picious yet ; yea, that which thou canſt make no ra. 
= tional defence againſt, even the inefteCtualneſs of all thy 
ifts and knowledge to mortify any one of all thy luſts. 

It is beyond all diſpute, that gifts may, but grace can. 

not confiſt without mortifcation of fin, -Gal. y. 24.— 
Now what luſt hath fallen before theſe excellent parts 

WH of mine? Doth not pride, paſſion, covetouſneſs, and 
wy indeed the whole body of fin, live and thrive in me as 
wa much as ever ? Yet I yield the cauſe, I can defend 
it no longer againſt my conſcience, which caſts and 
condemns me, by full proof to be but a wretched, curſed, 

Wm lamentable ſtate, notwithſtanding all my knowledge, 
ft and flouriſhing gifts. O ſhew me a more excellent 
ff way. Lord! that I had the ſincerity of the pooreſt 
WH faint, though I ſhould boſe the applauſe of all my parts; 
We with theſe I fee I may goto hell, but without'fome bet- 

Wk ter thing no hope of heaven. 


The POE M. 


Reat diff rence betwixt that ſeed is found, 
| With which you ſow your ſev'ral plots of grounc. 
W4}} Seed-wheat doth far excel in dignity | 
[!} The cheaper barley and the coarſer rye: 
{5 Tho' in themſelves they good and wholeſome are, 
{113 Yet theſe with choiceſt wheat may not compare. 
[15 Men's hearts, like fields, are ſow'd with diff” rent grain, 
Some baſer, fome more noble, fome again 


Excelling 
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Excelling both the former, more than wheat 
Excels that grain your {wine and horſes eat. 

For principles of mere morality, : 

Like cummin, barley, fitches, peas, or rye, , 
In thoſe men's hearts are often to be found, 

Whom yet the ſcripture calleth curſed ground ; 

And nobler principles than theſe, ſometime 

Call'd common grace, and {piritual gifts, which ſhine 
In ſome men's heads, where 1s their habitation ; 
Yet they are no companions of ſalvation. | 
Theſe purchaſe honour both from great and {mall : 
But I muſt tell thee, that if this be all, 

Tho? like an angel in theſe gifts thou ſhine 
Amongſt blind mortals, for a little time ; | 
| The day's at hand, when ſuch as thou muſt take 
Thy lot with devils in th* infernal lake. 

But principles of ſpecial ſaving grace, 

Whoſe ſeat is in the heart, not heat, or face; 

Like ſolid wheat ſown in a fruitful field 

Shall fpring, and flouriſh, and at laſt will yield 

A glorious harveſt of eternal ret, 

To him that nourith'd them within his breaſt. 

O grace ! how orient art thou ! how divine { 
What is the glory of all gifts to taine ! 

Diſeminate this ſeed within my heart, 

My God, I pray thee, tho* thou thouldſt impart 
The leſs of gifts ; then I may truly ſay, 

That thou haſt ſhew'd me the more excellent WAY. 
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' 


"tro * Huſbandry Spiritualized: Or, ' 


met .CHA P...1 


Upon ſpringing weather after ſeed time, 


By heaven's influence corn and plants do ſpring, 
God's ſhiw'rs of grace do make his valleys ſing. 


OBSERVATION. 


HE earth, after that it is plowed and ſowed, mult 

' be watered, and warmed with the dews and in- 
fluences of heaven, or no fruit can be expected. I 
God do not open to you his good treaſure, the heavens 
. to give rain unto the Jand in its ſeaſon, and bleſs al 
the work of your hands, as it is Deut. xxviti. 12. the 
earth cannot yield her increaſe. The order and de- 
pendance of natural cauſes in the production of fruit, 
1s excellently deſcribed, Hoſ. ii, 21, 22. © I will hear 
« the heavens, and they ſhall hear the earth ; and the 
« earth ſhall hear the corn, and wine, and oil, znd 
&« they ſhall hear Jezreel.” Jezree] muit have corn, 
"and wine, and oil, or they cannot live ; they cannot 
have_it unleſs the earth bring it forth ; the earth cat- 
not bring it forth without the heavens ; the heavens 
..cannot yield-a drop unleſs God hear them, that 1s, ut- 
lock and open them.* ©« Nature, and natural cules, 
<< are nothing elſe but the order, in which God works.” 


. *- This ſome heathens, by the light of nature, acknow- 


led ged 


 * Natura nihil aliud eft quam divinorum operum ordls 
Brentius. 
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Wi-Jzcd, and therefore when they went to plow in the 
Wnorning,- they did lay one hand upon the plow (t9 
Wpcak their own part to be painfulneſs) and heid up the 

other hand to Ceres, the goddeſs of 'corn, to thew taat 
Weir expectation of plenty was from their ſuppoſed 
Wicity. / [ fear many Chriſtians lay both hands to the 
plow, and ſeldom lift up heart, or hands to God, when , 
W.out that work. "There was a hu{bandman (faith + Mr 
E Smith) that ops? ſowed good feed, but never had 
W-o0d corn ; at laſt a neighbour came to him, and faid, 
: will tell you what probably "ys be the cauſe -of it; 
Wit may he (faid he) you do not ſteep your ſeed : No, 
truly, ſaid the other, nor did I ever hear that ſeed muſt. 
be ſteeped. . Yes ſurely, ſaid his neighbour, and I will 
tell you how 3 it muſt be ſteeped in prayer. When 
the party heard this, he thanked him for his counſel, 
reformed his -fault, and had as good corn as any man 
whatſoever, - Surely it is not the huſbandman's but 
God's ſteps, that drop fatneſs. Alma mater terra *the 
@ earth is indeed a fruitful mother,” but the rain that fe- 
cundates, and-fertilizes it, hath no other father but God, 
Tob XXXV1IL.. 28, | 


APPLICATION. | Gs 
A $S impoſſible is it (in an ordinary way) for ſouls 
to be made fruitful in grace and holineſs with- 
out the dews and influences of ordinances, and the 
bleſſing of God upon them, as for the earth to yield 
ber fruit without the natural influences of heaven : for 
look, what dews, ſhowers, and clear ſhinings after rain 
are to the fields, that words and ordinances. of God are 
to the ſouls of men, «My doctrine ſhall drop as the. 
« rain, my ſpeech ſhall diſtill as the 'dew, as the ſmall. 
© rain upon the tender herb, and as.the ſhowers upon 
«* the graſs, Deut. xxxii. 2. For as the' rain cometh 
« down, and the ſnow from heaven, and watereth the . 
« earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud : ſo ſhall 
k K 2, | cc my 


$ Weem's Cerem, Law. + Smith's Eſſex. Dove. - 
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« my word be that goeth forth of my mouth,” Ifa. ly, 
IO, 11. And as the doctrine of the goſpel is rain, i 
goſpel- miniſters are the clouds in which thoſe heavenly 
vapours are bound up: the reſemblance les in the 
following particulars. | 

I. The rain comes from heaven. Acts xiv. 17. « He 
« gave us rain from.heaven, and fruitful ſeaſons, &c.” 
'The doctrine of the goſpel is alſo of an heaven]y ex. 
traction and defcent, they are heavenly truths which 
are brought to you in earthly veſiels, things that were 
hid in God, and come from his bofom, Epheſ, 11i. 8, 
9. VVhat Nicodemus faid of Chriſt is, in a proportion, 
tcue of every faithful - diſpenſer of the goſpel, © Thou 
* "art 2 Hon fe come from God,” John 1ii. 2. - Youare 
not to look upon the truths which miniſters deliver, as 


the mere effects and fruits of their inventions and parts, 


they are but the conduits through which thoſe celettial 
waters are conveyed to you, *T is all heavenly, the of- 
fcers are from heaven, Eph. vi. 12. their doctrine from 
heaven, Eph. 11i. 8, 9. the efficacy and ſucceſs of it from 
heaven, 1 Cor. 111. 3.- © What received from the Lord 
« (faith Paul) that have I delivered unto you,” 1 Cor. 
x1. 23. "The ſame may eyery goſpel miniſter ſay too. 
That's the hirit. | S 
And then (2dly,) That rain falls by divine direction 
and appointment : « He cauſes it to rain upon one city 
« and not upon another,” Amos iv. 7, You ſhall of- 
ten ſee a cloud diffolve and ſpend itſelf upon one place, 
when there is not a drop within a few miles »f-it. Thus 
is the goſpel ſent to ſhed its rich influences upon one 
place, and not upon another; it ppwers down ſhowers 
of bleſſings upon one town or parith, whilſt others are 
dry like the ground which lay near to Gideon's wet 
fleece. « Toyou is the word of this falvation ſent,” 
Acts xiii. 26, Sent ; it comes not. by chance, but by 


| commiſonand appointment, and *tis ſent to you by ſpe- 
cial direction. Miniſters can no more go whither they 


pleaſe, than the failing clouds can move againſt the 
wind, Paul and Timothy, two fruitful clouds (hs 
: | jent 
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ſent down many ſweet refreſhing ſhowers upon wb þ 
place whither they came) the Lord fent them throug 
Phrygia and Galatia, but forbid them to preach the 
word in Aſia, Acts xvi. 6. -< And when they eflayed 
« to go into Bithynia, the ſpirit ſuffered them not.” 
v.7. Buta man of Macedonia appears to Paul in a 
viſion, and prayed him, ſaying, « Come over to Mace- 
« donia and help us,” v. 9. Thus you ſee how the. 
myſtical, as well as the natural} clouds are: moved ac- - 
cording to divine counſel; and tho* miniſters are not 
now diſpoſed to their reſpective places, in ſuch an ex- 
traordinary way, yet there is {ti]] a ſpecial hand of the 
Spirit guiding their. motions, which is ſeen partly in 
qualifying them for ſuch a people, and partly in draw- 
ing out their hearts to elect and call them, and inclin- 
ing their hearts to accept the call. 4b 
3. There is a great deal of difference in the ſhowers 
of- rain-that fall upon the earth. Sometimes you have 
4 haſty ſhower, which makes the ways float, and the 
ſtreets run, . but-it is gone preſently, the. earth hath but 
little benefit by it ; and ſometimes you have a ſweet, 


gentle, ſoaking rain, that moderately foaks to the root, 


and refreſhes -the earth abundantly. . This is called the 
ſmall rain, and the former, the great rain of his ſtrength, I 
Job xxxvii. 6.. So it is in thele ſpiritual ſhowers, the FR 
effects of ſome ſermons (like a ſudden ſpout of rain) Fi 
are very tranitent, that touch the heart a little for the Fi 
preſent, by way of conviction or comfort, but it fleets Bf 
away immediately, James 1. 23. At other times the Fil 
goſpel, like a fettled moderate rain, ſoaks to the root, }' 
to the very. heart. So did that. ſweet ſhower which | 
tell, Acts it. 37.. It ſearched the.root, it .went to the FI 
heart ; the.influences of it are ſometimes. abiding and:FY 
do much longer remain tn, . and retreſh the hearr, than .} 
the rain doth the. earth. . "There be effeQs. left in ſome [| 
hearts, by ſome ſermons and duties, that will never out Fi 
of it as long as they live, « I will never forget thy | 
<-precepts, 'for by .them thou haſt quickened me.” Fi 


CXIX, 93, . A + a5 
K 3. 4..Thel 


— 


4 


melting affeCtions of the preacher, who imparts not only 
' the goſpel, but his own ſoul with it, 1 'Thef. 11. 8. this 


 aSa man is refreſhed by a draught of water, when hi 
- ſpirits are even ſpent. O how welcome is a ſhower to 
| the thirſty ground ! Hence the little hills are faid to re- 
* a ſhower comes, P 


' as goſpel ſhowers are to gracious hearts, Col. iv, 8, 
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4. The rain is moſt_ beneficial to the earth, when 
there come ſweet, warm ſun-blaſts with it, or after jt. 
This the ſcripture calls © a clear ſhining after rain,” 
2 Sam. xxiti. 4. by which the ſeminal virtue of the earth 
is drawn forth, and then the herbs and flowers, and 
corn ſprout abundantly. So it is with goſpel-ſhower, 
when the ſun of righteouſneſs opens upon poor ſoul; 
under the word, darting down the beams of grace and 
love upon them, whilſt they are attending. on it (juf 
as you ſometimes ſee a ſweet ſhower fall while the fun 
ſhines out) O how comfortable is this ! and effeQui 
to melt the heart! And as the warm rain is moſt re. 
freſhing ; ſo when the word comes warmly, from the 


doth abundantly more good than that which drops coldly 
from the lips of the unaffected ſpeaker. | 
5. Showers of rain do exceedingly refreſh the earth, 


Joice on every ide, you to ſhout for joy, and ſing when 
alm Ixv. 12, 13. But never wer 
ſhowers of rain ſo ſweetly refreſhing to the thirſty earth, 


they comfort their very heart. What joy was there in 
Samaria, when the goſpel came to that place ? Ads 
viii. 8, It revives the foul, 'tis mel in ore, melos 1n aur 
jubilum in corde, * honey in the mouth, melody in tht 
© ear, and a very jubllee in the heart.” 

6. Rain is neceſſary at ſeed-time, to make ready tht 
earth to receive the ſeed, Pſalm Ixv. 9, 10. ©& Tha 
« viſiteth the earth, and watereſt it ; thou greatly en: 
« richeſt it with the river of God, which is full d 
« water ; thou prepareſt them corn, when thou haſt{: 
« provided for it; thou watereſt the ridges thered 
« abundantly, thou ſettleſt the furrows thereof, thol 
« bleſſeſt the ſpringing thereof.” And this the cri 
ture calls the former rain, And as this 1s neces 

| aboil 
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about ſeed-time, ſo the latter rain is as needful about 
earing-time, to diſcloſe the ear, and to bring it to per- 
feftion ; both theſe are gon bleflings to the earth, 
and conduce to a plentiful harveſt, Joel ii. 23, 24. 
« Be glad then, ye children of Sion, and rejoice in the 
« Lord your God, for he hath given you the former 
« rain moderately, he will cauſe to come down for 
« you the rain, the former and the latter rain in the 
« bf month, and the floors ſhall be full of wheat, 
« and the fats ſhall overflow with wine and oil.” Thus 
the goſpel hath a double uſe and benefit alſo. Tis 
W neceſlary as the former rain at ſeed time, it cauſes the 
@ firſt ſpring of grace in the heart, Pſalm xix. 7. And 
there could be (in an ordinary way) no ſpring -of grace 
withoutyit, Prov. xxix. 18. And as the former rajn. js 


8 hath the uſe of the latter rain to Pra thoſe precious 
& fruits of the ſpirit in the ſouls of believers, Eph. iv. 
| 11, 12, © He gave ſome apoſtles, and ſome prophets, 
8 © for the perfeCting of the ſaints, for the work of the 


« miniſtry, for the edifying of the body of Chriſt, till 
« we all come in the unity of the faith, and the know- 


| are alÞthe elect converted unto God, yet {till there would 


drought ; *tis a common country proverb, Wet and dry 


—_ "I 
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« ledge of the Son of God, to a perfe&t man, unto the ?| 
« meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt.” We 7! 


3% be a neceſſity of a goſpel miniſtry. 'f 
ith 7. Aﬀer a great glut of rain, uſually there comes a {} 


pay one another. And truly when a people are glutted [| 
with a fulneſs of goſpel-mercies, *tis uſual with God to 3Þ 
ſhut up and reſtrain the goſpel-clouds, that for a time {| 
at leaſt, there be no dews upon them, and thereby teach Fi 
them to prize their deſpiſed (becauſe common) mercies # | 
at an higher rate. For as a good man once ſaid, mer- | i 
cies are beſt known by the back, and moſt prized when | i 
thou moſt wanted. © In thoſe days the word of the Lord } 1 


* o vo 0 : | : 
« was precious, there was no open viſion,” 1 Sam. iii. 


I It ts with ſpiritual as with temporal food, lighted ! i 
| when. | } 
| 


= 
0 


neceſſary to cauſe the firſt ſpring of grace, ſo alſo it | { 


& © and ſome evangeliſts, and ſome paſtors and teachers, ii 


'C ers into the vineyard.” It is by the help of prayer 
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when plenteous, but if a famine once come, then every 
bit of bread is precious. Jeruſalem remembered in the 
days of her affliction and of her miſery, all her pleaſant 
things that ſhe had in the days of old, Lam. i. 7. *Tis 
both a ſinful and dangerous thing to wantonize with 
| goſpel-mercies, and deſpiſe the plaineſt (if faithful) mi. 
|  niſters of the goſpel. The time may come when you 
may be glad of the plaineſt ſermon from the: mouth of 
the meaneſt ambaſſador of Chriſt. Teen 
_ 8. To conclude, The prayers of faints are the keys 
that open and ſhut the natural clouds, and cauſe them 
either to give out, or with-hold their influences, Jam, 
V. 17, 18, ©« Elias was a man ſubject to like paſſions 
« as we are, and he prayed earhiftly that 1t might not 
« rain, and it rained not on the earth by the ſpace of 
« three years and fix months ; and he prayed again, 
« and P heavens gave rain, and the earth brought 
&« forth her fruit.” God hath ſubjefted the works of 
his hands to the prayers of his ſaints, Ia. xlv. 11. 
| Prayer is alſo the golden key, which opens theſe 
_ myſtical | Ray and diffolves them into ſweet 
| gracious ſhowers. God will have the whole work of 
the miniſtry carried on by the prayers of his people; 
| they firſt obtain their miniſters by prayer, Luke x. 2. 
keg Pray ye the Lord of the harveſt, to nd forth labour- 


that they are carried on, and enabled to exerciſe their 
miniſtry : they may tell their people as a great generd 
once told his ſoldiers, © That he flew upon their wings. 
_ « Pray for me,” faith the great apoſtle, that utter- 
« ance may be given me, that I may open my mouth 
« boldly, to make known the myſteries of the goſpel,” 
Eph. vi. 19, Yea, by the ſaints prayers it is, that ml- 
niſters obtain the ſucceſs and fruits of their labours, 
© 2 Theff. iii. 1. © Finally, brethren, pray for us, that 
<« the word of the Lord may have free courſe, and'be 
« glorified, even as it is with you. And thus you 
have the metaphor opened, Now, O ! that theſe trutis 
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tay come down in ſweet ſhowers upon the heads both 
of miniſters and people in the following reflections, 


| REFLECTIONS. 


1. Am I then a cloud ? And 1s 

E my doctrine as rain to water the 3. Reflettions for 
Lord's inheritance? And yet do I gypel miniflers. 

think it much to be tofled up and ..- 

E down by the furious winds and ſtorms of perſecution ? 
$ 1o-not I ſee the clouds above me in continual motions 
2nd agitations.? And ſhall I dream of a fixed, ſettled 
ſtate? No; falſe-teachers, who are clouds without rain, 
are more likely to enjoy that. than I. Which of all the 
E prophets have not been toffed and hurried worſe than I ? 
Adts vii. 52. He that will not let men alone to be quiet 
in their luſts, muſt expect but little quiet from men in 
this life, But-it is enough, Lord, that a reſt remain- 
eth for thy ſervant ; let me be ſo wiſe to ſecure a reſt to 
come, and not fo vain to expect it on earth. . 

2.' And, O that I might ſtudy thoſe inſtructing . 
clouds, from which, as from the bottles of heaven, 
God pours down refreſhing ſhowers to quench and ſa- 
is the thirſty earth | In this may I reſemble them, 
and come amonegft the people of the Lord, © in the 
* julneis of the blefling of the goſpel of Chriſt,” Rom. 
xv. 29. Q let not thoſe thirſty ſouls that wait for me as 
for the rain, Job. xxix. 23. © return like the troops of 
« 'Tema, aſhamed, with their heads covered,” Job. vi. 
19, O that my lips might refreſh many ! Let me never 
be like thoſe empty clouds which deceive the hopes of 
thirſty ſouls ; but let my doctrine deſcend as the rain, 
2nd diſtil as the dew, and let that plot of thine inherit- 
ance which thou haſt aſiigned to me, be as a held which, 
the Lord hath bleſſed. 

3- Once more, lift up thine eyes to the clouds, and 
behold, to how great an height the: ſun hath mounted 
them, for by reaſon of their ſublimity it is that they are 

alled the clouds of heaven, Matth. xxiv. 30. FIT | 
| let 
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let me be a cloud of heaven too: Let my heart and con- 

| verſation be both there ! Who is more advantaged for 
an heavenly life than I ? Heavenly truths are the ſub. 
jects of my daily ſtudy ; and ſhall earthly things be my 
delight and love ? God forbid that . ever my earthly 
converſation ſhould contradict and ſhame my heavenly 
calling and profeflion, Shine forth thou glorious Sun 
of righteouſneſs, and my heart ſhall quickly be attracted 

- and mounted above theſe vifible clouds, yea, and aboye 
| the aſpeCtable heavens. _-. - RD ECIET: 
| Ne SIO I. Is the goſpel rain, and are 
3. Refleftions for its miniſters clouds ? Woe is me 
private Chriſtians, then, that my habitation is upon 

bas 6 ___ _- the mountains of Gilboa, where 

' For thoſe that want there are no. dews ! Ah fad lot, 

| @ goſpel miniſtry. that I ſhould be like Gideon's dry 
| | fleece, whilſt the 'ground round 

& about me is wet with. the dew of heaven; O that thou 
& commandeſt the clouds above, and openeſt the windows 
# of heaven, remember, and refreſh this parched wilder- 
& neſs, wherein I live, with ſhowers of grace, that we 
may not be as the heath in the deſart, which ſeeth not 
when good cometh, nor inhabit the parched places of 


F the wilderneſs. 

WW -, 2. O Lord, thou haſt cauſed 
| + For thoſe that en- the heavens above me to be black 
[ joy a goſpel miniſtry. with clouds, thou openeſt the 
if = celeſtial caſements from above, 
F and daily ſendeſt down ſhowers of goſpel-bleflings : 0 
} 


that I might be as the parched earth under them ! Not 

for barrenneſs, but for thirſtineſs. Let me fay, © My 
| © foul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the 
| © Lord; that I might there ſee the beauty of the Lord, 

Doth the ſpungy earth ſo greedily ſuck up the ſhowers, 
| and open as many mouths as. there are clefts in it, to. 
| receive what the clouds diſpenſe ? And ſhall thoſe pre- 
| Ccious ſoul-enriching ſhowers fleet away unprofitably 
_ from me ? if ſo, then, 5 

nes 3. What 
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What an account have I to | | | 
make for all thoſe goſpel-bleſſings For unprofitable 
that I have enjoyed ; for all thoſe bearers. an 
dews\ and ſhowers wherewith I 
have been watered! Should-I be found fruitleſs at laſt, 
it will fare better with the barren and uncultivated wil- 
derneſs than with me ; more tolerable for Indians and 
Barbarians that never heard the goſpel, than for me 
that have been ſo affiduouſly and plenteouſly watered by 
it, Lord! What a difference wilt thou put, in the 
oreat day, betwixt ſimple and pertinacious barrenneſs ? I 
Surely, if my root be not rottenneſs, ſuch heavenly Il 
waterings and influences as theſe will make it ſprout 
forth into fruits of obedience. | wt 


The POEM. 


TT vegetables here below depend || 
Upon thoſe treaſures which the heavens do ſend, |} 
Moſt bounteouſly upon them ; to preſerve * 
Their being and their beauty. This may ſerve 
To ſhadow forth a heavenly myſtery, 

Which thus preſents itſelf before your eye. 

As when the ſun draws near us in the ſpring, 
All creatures do rejoice, birds chirp and fing. 
The face of nature ſmiles ; the fields adorn 
Themſelves with rich embroideries : the corn 
Revives, and ſhooteth up ; the warm ſweet rain 
Makes trees and herbs ſprout forth, and ſpring amain, 
Walk but the fields in ſuch a fragrant morn, 
How do the birds your ears with mutic charm | 
The flowers their flaming beauties do preſent 
Unto your captiv'd eyes ; and for their ſcent, 
The {weet Arabian zums caniiot compare, 
Which thus perfume the circumambient air, 


%. 
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So, when the goſpel ſheds its cheering beams 
On gracious ſouls, like thoſe ſweet-warming gleams 
Which God ordains in nature, to draw forth ; 
The virtue ſeminal that's in the earth; 
| It warms their hearts, their languid graces cheers, 
And, on ſuch ſouls, a ſpring-like face appears. 
The gracious thowers theſe ſpiritual clouds do yield 
Enriches them with ſweetneſs like a field 
Which God hath bleſs'd. Oh! *tis exceeding ſweet, 
_ When gracious hearts, and heavenly truths do mect ! 
| How ſhould the hearts of ſaints within them ſpring, 
| When they behold the meſlengers that bring 
| Theſe Fo? As tidinzs? Yea, their very feet 
Are beautifu!, becauſe their meflage ſweet. 
Oh what a mercy do thoſe ſouls enjoy, 
On whom ſuch goſpel-dews fall day by day ! 
'Fhrice happy land ! which in this pleaſant ſpring, 
Can hear theſe turtles in her boy ſing ! | 
O prize ſuch mercies | If you aſk me, Why, 
Read on, you'll ſee there's reaſon by and by. 


* -& KW rw 


Upon a dearth through want of rain. 


If Get reftrains the ſhowers, you howl and cry : 
hall ſaints not mourn when ſpiritual clouds are dry ? 


OBSERVATION. © 
Wi ts deſervedly accounted a fad judgment, when 


God ſhuts up the heavens over our heads, and 


makes the -earth as braſs under our feet, Deut. xxviii, 


23- Then the huſbandmen are called to mourning, 


Joeli. 17. All the fields do languiſh, and the bellow- 
ing cattle are. pined with thirſt. - Such a fad ſtate the 


prophet rhetorically deſcribes, Jer. xiv. 3, 4, 5, 6.— 


« The nobles have ſent their little ones to tie waters ; 


© they came to the. pits, and found no water they re-. 


* turned with their veſſels empty ; they were aſhamed 
* and confounded, and covered 'their heads, becauſe 
* the ground is chapt; for there was no rain in the 
© earth; the plowmen- were aſhamed, they covered 
* their heads; yea, the hind alſo calved in the ' fi-1d, 


* and forſook it, - becauſe there was no graſs; and' the - 


* wild affes did ſtand in the high places ; they ſnuFed 
© Up the wind like dragons ; their eyes failed, becauſe 
n alan If And 
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And that which makes the want of rain ſo terrible ; 
Judgment, is the famine of bread, which neceſſarily 
follows theſe extraordinary droughts, and is one of the 
foreſt temporal judgments which God inflicts upon the 
world. | MP | 
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APPLICATION. 
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| 
| 


ND, truly as much cauſe have they to weep and 
tremble, over whoſe ſouls God ſhuts up the ſi. 

ritual clouds of the goſpel, and thereby ſends a ſpiritual 
famine upon their ſouls. Such a judgment the Lord 
threatens in Amos viii. 11. © Behold the day is come, 

« ſaith the Lord, that I will ſend a famine in the land, 

« not a famine of bread, nor a thirſt for water, but of 
hearing the word of the Lord.” The meaning is, 1 
will ſend a more fearful judgment than that of the fa. 
mine of bread ; for this particle [ not] is not excluſiv, 
but exceſſive; implying, that a famine of bread is no- 
thing,. or but a light judgment, compared with the fa. 
mine of the word. Parallel to which is that text, Ifa, 
v. 6. «I will lay it waſte ;” ſaith God of the fruitlek 
Church ; © it ſhall not be pruned nor digged ; but there 
« ſhall come up briars and thorns ; I will alfo command 

| « the clouds that they rain not upon it.” And we 
find both in human and ſacred hiſtories, that when God 
hath ſhut up the ſpiritual clouds, removing or filencing 
his miniſters, ſenſible Chriſtians have ever been deeply 
affet d with it, and reckoned it a moſt tremendous 
judgment, Thus the Chriſtians. of Antioch, when 

_ Chryſoſtom their miniſter was baniſhed,F they judged it 
better to loſe the ſun out of the firmament, than loſe 
that their miniſter. And when Nazianzen was taking 
his leave of Conſtantinople, as he was preaching his 
- farewell ſermon, the people were exceedingly aftectel 
with his loſs ; and among the reſt, an old man in the 

PE: | | congregation 


, 


 $ Ttis better to want the light .of the ſun, than th 
\ feqthing of Coryſoſtomus, | od | 
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conzregation' fell into a bitter paſſion, and cried out, 
tub ater, et tecum trinitatem ipſam enice: (1. e.) *Go,' 
«father, if you dare, and take away the whole trimty* 
c with you” meaning, that God would not ſtay when 
he was'&one. ' How did-the Chriſtians of Antioch alſo 
| weep and lament, when Paul was taking his farewell 


bleffings to that place, but now they muſt expet no Wh 
more ſhowers from him. Oh! they knew not how to I 
give /up ſuch a miniſter ! when the ark of God {which 
was the ſymbol of the divine preſenee amiong the Jews) 
was taken, '< All the city Eried oat,” 1 Sam. iv. 13. Oh 
the loſs of a goſpel miniſtry is an ineſtimable loſs, not: 
to be repaired by its own return, or by heaven! Mr. 

Greenham tells us, that inthe times of popith perſecu- I 
tion, when godly miniſters were haled away from their 
flocks to martyrdom, the poor' Chriſtians would meet' 
) them in the way to'the-priſons, or ſtake, with their lit- 


feet, would. thus 'beſpeak them, © What ſhall be our 'i 
© eſtate, now you'are gone to martyrdom? Who ſhall' Ii 
CinftruCt theſe poor babes ?* Who ſhall eaſe our aflit- ÞJ! 
e © ed confciences? Who ſhall lead us in the way of life ?' 
© Recompence unto them, O Lord, as they have de- 
© Bl * ſerved, who are the cauſes ' of this ; "Lord give them Þ 


0 BE © fad hearts.” Puis talia fands, temperet a lachrymis ? Y 

% Wa And to let you ſce there 1s ſufficient' ground for this il 
ly forrow, 'when God reſtrains the influences of the goſ- 
Us pel, ſolemnly conſider the following particulars. - =# 1 
oo 1. That it is a dreadful token of God's great anger if 
lt againſt that le from whom he removes the goſpel. i 
_ he anger. of God was fearfully incenſed againſt the i} 

"> 8 church of Epheſus, when he did but threaten to come if 
v againſt her, and remove the candleftick out of its place, jj 


Rev. ii. 5. *Tis a ſtroke at the ſoul,/a blow at the rootz "| 
uſually the laſt, and thefefore the worſt of o udgments.. 


ezreel ; next, Lo-ruhama, and at lait Þritngs- forth if 
3 bs HS | 2. There 8 


*% 


- 
% 


\ , 


of them ? Acts xx. 37, 38. He had been a cloud of + i 


tle ones in their arms, and throwing themſelves at their Ji 


There is a pedigree of judgments ; firit, -Comer bears 
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2. There is cauſe of mourning, if you conlider the 

operable eſtate in which all the unregenerate ſouls are 

| left, aſter the goſpel 1s. xemoved from them; _ What 
th 


will become eſe ? Or by whom ſhall they be. ya- 


| thered? It made the bowels of Chriſt yearn within him, 


when he looked upon the ſcattered multitude that had 


| | no thepherd. Matth. ix. 36. What an eaſy conqueſt 


doth the devil now make of them ? How doth hell 
hill in ſuch-times? Poor ſouls: being driven thither in . 
droves, and none to reſcue them ? Matthew Paris tells 
us, that .in the year: 1072, when preaching was ſupprefſ- 
fed at Rome, letters were-then framed as coming from 
hell ; wherein the devil gave them thanks for the multi. 
tude cf fouls they had ſent to;him that year. But truly 
we need-not-talki of letters from hell, we are told from 
heaven how deplorable the-condition: of fuch poor ſouls 
| 183 os Prov. xxviit.' 194: Hoſea iv; 6; wn - | 
.-3-. I he judgment will yet appear-ver , If you 
| In __ lob which Gs own: peop Pre -* | 
removal of the goſpel; for therein they loſe (1.) "heir 
chief glory; Rom, iii. 2. | The principal thing in which 
{ the peculiar glory of Iſrael conſiſted. was: this, © That 
© unto them , ana fedwerr=b the oracles of God.* On 


© that account it: was called 'the glorious land, Dan, xi. 
| 16. This made them greater than all the nations round 


| about them, Deut. iv. 7, 8. (2.) ByJoſing the ordi- 
| nances they loſe; their quicknings, 'comforts, and foul 
| refreſhments; for all theſe are ſweet ſtreams from the 
{ goſpel fountain, Palm cxix. 50. Col. iv, 8. No won- 
der then to hear-+the people of God complain of dead 
hearts when the goſpel is removed. (3.) In the loſs of 
| the goſpel they loſe their defence and fafety. 'T his 1s 
| their hedge, their wall of protection,  Ifa. v, 5, Walls 
and hedges, (faith _N_—_ in loco) are' the ordinances 
of God, which ſerved: both ad ſeparationem & munit- 
nem, * to diftinguiſh-and to.defend them.” When God 
| plucks. up this hedge, and breaks 'down this wall, all 
| miſchie&»23k in upon us preſently, 2 Chron. xv. 2, 4, 
| 5, b. «Now for a long ſeaſon [Iſrael hath been - pe 
Po | ol 
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« out the true God, and without a teaching prieſt, and 
« without law.—And in thoſe times there was no 
« peace to him that went out, nor to him that came in, 
« but great vexations were upon all the inhabitants of 
« the countries, and nation was deſtroyed of nation, 
« and city of city: for God did vex then, with all ad- 
« verſity.” How long did Jeruſalem remain after that 
voice was heard in the temple, Migremus hinc ? © Let 
© us be gone ??” (4.) With the goſpel, we loſe our tem- 
poral enjoyments and creature comforts. Theſe uſually 
come and go with the goſpel. . When God had once iþ 
written Lo-amni upon Ifrael, the next news was. this, 
« I will recover my wool and my flax,” Hoſea. it. 9. } 
(5) And, laſtly, to come up to the very caſe in hand, 
they loſe with it their ſpiritual food, and ſoul-ſubſiſt= 
ence ; for the goſpel is their © feaſt of fat things,” Iſa. 8 
xit, 3. a dole. diſtributed among the Lord's poor, Rom. #8 
1.11. Ina word, it is as the rain and dews of heaven, 
as hath been ſhewed, which being reſtrained, a ſpiri- - 1 
tual* famine neceſfarily follows ; a famine, of all, the 3 
moſt terrible. Now to ſhew you the analogy between iſ 
this and a temporal famine, that therein you may ſee i 
what cauſe' you have to be deeply affected with it, take 
it in theſe fix following particulars. . | it 
I, A famine is cauſed by the failing' of bread, or that i 
which is in the ſtead, and hath the uſe of bread. Dain- i 
ties and ſuperfluous rarities may-fail, and yet men may ſh 
fubliſt comfortably : as long as people hive bread and | 
water, they will. not famiſh ; but take away bread once, 1 
and the ſpirit of man. faileth. . Upon this account bread il 
1s called a ſtaff, Pſalm cvy.. 16. becauſe:what a ſtaff is to. i 
an aged or feeble man,. that bread is to the faint and. 
feeble ſpirits, .which even ſo. do lean upon it... And i 
look, what .bread is to the natural. ſpirits, that, ' and 
more than that, the word is to gracious ſpirits, Job il 
XXlll, 12. Þ have eſteemed the words of thy mouth, 
*-more than my neceſlary food.” If once God break il 
this ſtaff, the inner man, that hidden man of the heart, 3 
wilFquickly begin to fail and faulter. . JN 
L « | 2c: IE. | 
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2. Itis not every ing bay of ſcarcity of bread that pre. 
ently makes a famine, but a general failing of it ; when 
No bread is to be had, or that which is, yields no nu- 


$ triment, For a famine may as well be occaſioned by 


God's takitig away pants nutrimentum, © the nouriſhing 
« virtue of bread,” that it ſhall ſignify no more, as to 
the end. of bread, than a chip, Hag. i. 6. as by taking 
away panem nutrientem, © bread itſelf,” Ifa. iii. 1. And 
fo it 1s in a ſpiritual famine, which is occaſioned, either 
by God's removing all the ordinances, and making vi- 
ſion. utterly to fail ; or elſe, though there be preaching, 


| prayer, and other ordinances left (at leaſt the names 


and ſhadows of them) yet the preſence of God is not 


| with them. "There is no marrow in the- bone, no milk 


in the breaft; and ſo as to ſoul-ſubſiſtence, *tis all one, 
as if there were no ſuch things. | 


| _ 3-.In a corporeal famine, mean. and coarſe things 


become ſweet and pleaſant : famine raiſes the price and 
eſteem of them. 'That which before you would have 


W thrown to your. dogs, now gocs down pleaſantly with 


yourſelves. To the ONLY ſoul every bitter thing is 
fweet, Prov. xxvii. 7. *T1s the Dutch proverb and a 
very true one,. © hunger is the beſt cook *.” - 


_ «< In:time of: famine coarſeſt fare contents, 


' © The barking ſtomach ſtrains no compliments.” 


*Tis ftoried of Artaxerxes Memor, that when he was 
flying before his enemies,.he fed hungrily upon barley- 
bread, and faid, Cijuſmod: voluptatis hafenus inexper- 
txs fui ]. < O what pleaſure have I hitherto been 1gno- 
<.rant of !' When great. Darius drank the puddled wa- 
ter, that had been defiled with dead carcaſſes, which had: 
been lain in that famous battle, he profeſſed he never 
drank more pleaſant drink. And famous Hunniades 
faid, he never fared more. daintily, than when (1n a like 


exigence,) 


*. Jejunus lomachus raro vulzaria temnit. Hor.. 
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exigence) he ſupped upon- bread, onions, and water, 
with a poor ſhepherd in his cottage. | 

Juſt ſo doth the famine of. the word raiſe the price 
and eſteem of vulgar and YUeſpiſed truths. Oh !:; what 
would we give for one of thoſe ſermons, one of: thoſe 
fabbaths we formerly enjoyed ! © In thoſe days the word' 
« of the Lord was precious.” 
enemy to take away and remove his contemned, but pre- 
 cious dainties, from his wanton children, and a fpiritual 
famine hath a little pinched them, they will then learn 
to prize-their ſpiritual food -at a higher rate. 


others: it falls heavieſt, and pincheth- hardeſt upon 
the poorer ſort ; as long as any thing is to be had fot 
money, the rich will have it, So it falls out in a ſpi- 
ritual famine z although the moſt experienced and beſt 
furniſhed Chriſtian will have enough to do to live in 
the abſence of ordinances, - yet they are like to ſubſiſt 


and, like Joſeph in'the ſeven years plenty, laid up for 
a ſcarcity. "The word of G 


dome ſuch there are, as John calls young men, who 


of whom it may be ſaid, as Jerom ſpake of Nepotianus, 
oy long and afliduous mediation of the ſcriptures, 
he had made his breaſt the very library of Chriſt. But 
others are babes in Chrift ; and although God will pre- 
ſerve that good work which he hath begun in them, 
yet theſe poor babes will ſooneſt find, and be moſt 
a——_— in- the loſs of their ſpiritual fathers and 
wrles,. | 

5. In time of famine there are pitiful cries, and heart- 
preaking complaints wherever' you go. O the many. 
ale faces you ſhall then ſee, and the ſad language that 
ngs-in your'ears in every:place! One cries, Bread, 


ants and- falls down at your door. © All her people 
igh,” Lam. i- 11, Yea, the poor: little ones are 


When God calls tothe b 


4. In time of famine ſome- perſons ſuffer more than 


much better than weak, ignorant, and unexperienced. 
ones. Some Chriſtians have huſbanded their time well, 


dwells richly in them; 


are ſtrong, and the word of God remaineth in them ; - 


read, for Chriſt's ſake! one bit' of bread! another. 


_ brought. 


” 


| 
| 
| , 
| 
[| 
| 
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brought in, v. 12. crying to their mothers, Where is the 
corn and wine ? and then pouring out their ſouls into 
their mother's boſom. Juſt ſo it js in a famine of the 
word ; poor Chriſtians every where ſighing and crying, 


* Oh! where are our godly miniſters ? our ſweet fab. 
' baths, ſermons, ſacraments? My fathers ! my fathers! 


the chariots of Iſrael, and the horſemen thereof! How 
beautiful were your feet upon the mountains? And 
then, weeping, like the people at Paul's departure, to 


_ think _ ſhall ſee their faces no more. 


_ 6. Lalftly, in time of famine there is nothing fo coft] 
or precious, but people will part with —_— Surchel 
bread. « They have given their pleaſant things for 
« meat to relieve their ſouls,” Lam. i. 11. And, 
doubtleſs, when a ſpiritual famine ſhall pinch hard, 
thoſe that have been cloſe-handed to maintain a goſpel. 
miniſtry, will account it a choice mercy to enjoy them 
again at any rate. . © "Though the Lord feed you with 
« the bread of afflition, and give you the waters of 
« adverſity! yet it will ſweeten that bread and water 
& to you, if your teachers be not more removed into 
« corners, Iſa. xxx. 20.” 


REFLECTIONS. 


Tal  . Is the famine of the word ſuch a 
The ungrate- fearful judgment ? "Then Lord pardon 
ful fouP's reflec- my unthankfulneſs, for the plentiful 
tion. and long continued enjoyment of ſuch 
aprecious and unvaluable mercy. How 
lightly have I efteemed' the great things of the goſpel! 
that with eyes and hands lifted up to heaven, | 
might bleſs the Lord; that ever I was brought forth n 
an age of ſo-much light, in a _ of viſions, in a land 
flowing with. goſpel mercies ! < 


«K one blood all the nations of men to dwell on the face 
 &« of the earth? and determined the times before ap- 
« 'pointed, and the bounds of their habitation ?” Ads 
xvii. 26. Many. of theſe great and. populous mations are 


involved 


ath not God made of 
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involved in” groſs datkneſs. Now, that of all the ſe- 
veral ages of the world, and places in it, God ſhould 
eſpy the beſt place for me, and bring me forth in it, in 


ſuch a happy nick of time, as can hardly be parallePd_ 


@ in hiſtory, - for the ploy of gofpel-mercies that this'age 
and nation have enjoyed ; that my mother did not bring 


me forth in the defarts of Arabia, or waſtes of Ame- + 
rica, but in England, where God hath made the fun:of | 


the golpel to ſtand till, as the natural fun did once over 
Gideon ; and that ſuch a mercy ſhould no more effect 
my ſoul, let ſhame cover my face for this, and trem-- 
bling ſeize my heart ! | 

2. Is the goſpel indeed departed? 
Its ſweet influences reſtrained? And The deprivet 
a famine worſe than that of bread, Chriftian's re- 
come upon us? Alas for the day! fem. 
« for it 8 a great day, fo that none its © 80 
« like it'; it 18 &venithe day of Jacob's trouble !'” Wo 
1s me, that ever I ſhould ſurvive the goſpel, and the 
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precious liberties'and mercies of it ! what horrid'ſins | 


have been harboured amongſt us, for which the Lord 


contends by ſuch unparallePd judgment? Lord, let me | 


juſtify thee, even in this ſevere diſpenſation ; the pro- 
vocation of thy ſons, and of thy daughters, have been 
very great, and among them none greater than mine. 
May we- not this day read our fin in our puniſhment ? 


) what nice and wanton appetites, what curious and. 


iching ears, had thy people in the days of plenty ! 
Methods, tones, and geſtures, were more regarded 
than the excellent treaſures of divine truths. Ah, my 
ſoul! T remember my fault this day ; little did T then 
conſider, that ſermons work not upon hearts, as they 
are thus elegant, thns admirable, but as they are in- 
truments in the hand of God appointed to ſuch an end. 


ven as Auftin faid of the conduits of water, though 


ne be inthe ſhape of an angel, another of a þeaſt, er 
the water refreſhes as it is water, and not as it cores 


on ſuch a -conduit : 7,99 alfo, O Lord, thou re- 


dukeſt the ſupineneſs and formality of thy people. How 
24S | ; drowſy, 
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drowſy, dull, and careleſs have they been under the 
moſt excellent and quickning means ! Few more thay 
I. Alas ! I have often preſented my body before the 
Lord in ordinances,  'd yx1 i, but wy foul hath 
been wandring abroad, as Chryſoſtom ſpeaks. I ſhoul 
have come from under every ſermon as a ſheet comes 
from the preſs, with all the ſtamps and lively impreſ. 
ſions of the truths I heard upon my heart. But alas ! 
if it had been demanded of me, as once it was of Ari. 
itotle, after a long and curious oration, how he liked 
it ? I might have anſwered, as he did, 'Fruly I did not 
hear it ; for I was all the while minding another mat. 
" "MC. Righteous art thou, O Lord, in all that is cont 
upon us: | | | 


a 4 ad 3. I am now as a ſpring ſhud up 
T he ſilent mi- that can yield no refreſhment to thirſty 
1ni/ter*s refleftion, ſouls, ready to periſh. Thou haſt ſaid 
B46 to me, as once to Ezekie), © fon of 
& man, behold, I will make thy tongue cleave to the 
« roof of thy mouth, and thou ſhalt be dumb.” This 
is a very heavy judgment; but thou muſt be juſtified 
and cleared in it. Although men may not, yet God, if 
he pleaſe, may. put a lighted candle under a buſhe]. And 
herein I muſt acknowledge thy righteouſneſs. Many 
times have I been finfully ſilent, when both thy Flor 
and therintereſt of fouls engaged me to ſpeak. Mot 
juſtly therefore haſt thou _ 


e my tongue to cleave to il 


|  1ts roof. Little did I conſider the preciouineſs of ſouls, 


| and loſt opportunities. Lord reſtore me once again to 


_ or the tremendous account to be given for them, at the 
appearing of the great ſhepherd. I have now time 
enough to ſit down and mourn over former miſcarriages, 


a ſerviceable capacity, to a larger ſphere of aCtivity for 
- thee, for I am now become as a broken veilel. |! 
grieves me to. the heart to ſee thy flock ſcattered ; to 
hear thy people cry to. me, as once to Joſeph, © Git 
« us bread ; for why ſhould we die in thy preſence! 
The word is like fice ſhut up in my bones, and I an 
weary with forbearing. Oh! that thou wouldſt one: 


| agall 
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again Open the door of thine houſe, that there may be 
bread enough in thine houſe for all thy children, 


% 


The POEM. 


HEN God doth make the heav*ns above as braſs, 
The earth's like iron, flowers, herbs and graſs 

Have loſt their fragrant green, are turned yellow ; 

The brooks are dry, the pining cattle bellow : 

The fat and flow'ry meadows ſcorch'd and burn'd ; 

The country mirth is into mourning turn'd ; 

The clefted earth her thirſty mouth ſets ope 

Unto the empty clouds, as *twere in hope. 

Of ſome refreſhing drops, that might allay 

Her fiery thirſt ; but they ſoon pale away 3 

The penlive huſbandman with his own eyes 

Bedews his land, becauſe he ſees the ſkies 

Refuſe to do it. Juſt ſo ſtands the caſe, | 

When God from ſouls removes the means of grace, 

God's miniſters are clouds, their doArines rain, * © 

Which when the Lord, in judgment, ſhall reſtrain, 

The people's ſouls in ſhort time will-be found LING! 

In ſuch a caſe as this dry parched ground. 

When this ſad judgment falls on any nation, 

| Let ſaints therein take up this lamentation. 
O dreadful, dark and diſmal day ! X 
How is our glory fled away ? 
Our fun gone down, our ſtars o'ercaſt ? 
God's heritage is now laid waſte, 

Our pining ſouls no bread can get ; 

With wantons God has juſtly met, 

When we were fed unto the full, 

Do on was rlkons, that was dull : 

an a But they are gone, and there remain 

nc No fuch oct to complain. 


Stars 
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i _ now for lights, but ſigns 
knows of -what heart-breaking times. 
Sure heaven intends not peace, but wars, 
' In calling home ambaſladors.' 
How long did Sodom's judgment ſtay, 
When righteous Lot was ſnatch'd away ?. 
How long remain'd that ſtately hall, 
When Samſon mace the pillars fall ! ? 
When horſemen and commanders fly, 
Woe to the helpleſs infantry, | 
'This is a ſad and fatal blow, 
A publick loſs and overthrow. _ 
: You that ſo long have wiſh'd them gone, 
Be quiet now, the thing is done : 
. Did they torment you e'er your day? 
| God hath remoy'd them out o' th', way, 
| Now fleep in fin, and.take your eaſe; 
Their doQtrine ſhall no. more diſpleaſe. 
But, Lord ! -what ſhall become of up?" 
Our teachers gone, and left us thus : 
To whom ſhall we ourſelyes addreſs, 
| When conſcience labours in Yiſtreſs' 3H 
_ Oh!. who ſhall help us at our need ? 
| Or pour in balm. when wounds. do bleed ? 2 
Help, Lord, for unto thee our eyes 
Do 5 pour out tears z our £9905, our cries 
Shall : never ceaſe, *till thou reftore 
The mercies, which we had before; 
*Till Sion's paths, where graſs now grove, 
| Be trodden by the feet of thofe | 
| That love thy name, and long v enjoy. 
"The mercies they have _ d AWaye 
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Upon the Corruption of the Seed before it 
ſprings. 
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Seeds tit and rot, and then moſt freſh appear ; 


Saints bodies riſe more orient than they were. 


SS LOBSERYVA TION. 


FTER the ſeed is committed to the earth, it 
ſeems to-perith and die, as our Saviour ſpeaks, 
John Xil. 24. & Except a corn of wheat fall into the 
« ground and die, it abideth- alone ; but if it die, it 
« brings forth much fruit.” "The death of the corn 
in tne earth, 1s not a total death, but only the corrup- 
ton or alteration of it: for if once the ſeminal life and 


lorth blade. or ear- without a miracle Yet, becauſe 


es it as a fit illuſtration of the reſurrefion. And in- 
leed there is nothing in nature more apt- to illuſtrate 
at great myſtery. What a fragrant, green, and beau- 


ow black and mouldy is that? How beautiful. and 
erdant is this ? | | Fs * 


y 


F 


virtue of it were quite extinguiſhed, it could never put 


tiat alteration is a kind of death, therefore”Etrfift here 


lul blade do we ſec ſpring up from a corrupted ſeed 2 - 
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APPLICATION. 


VEN thus ſhall the bodies of the faints ariſe in 
Deaey and glory at the reſurre&tion : © They are 
« ſown in dithonour ; they are rafted in glory ; they are 
« ſown natural bodies ; they are raiſed ſpiritual bodies,” 
1 Cor. Xv. 43, 44. The hufſbandman knows, that 
though the ſeed rot in the earth, yet it will riſe again, 
And the believer knows, ©« that though after his {kin 
« worms deſtroy his body} yet ihis fleth thall he ſec 
« God,” Job xix. 25, &c. And the reſemblance be- 
twixt the ſeed ſown, and ſpringing up; and the bodies 
of the ſaints dying, and riting again, lies in the folloy- 
ing particulars. : | WIE Wes 
I. The ſeed is committed to the earth from whence 
it came ; ſo is the body of a faint ; earth it was and to 
earth it is again reſolved. Grace exempts not the body 
of the beſt man from ſeeing corruption, Rom. viti. 10, 
"Though Chriſt be in him, yet the body ts dead ; thatis, 
ſentenced to death, becauſe of fin, Heb. ix. 27. © But 
« itis appointed for all men once to die.'? _ 

2. The ſeed is caſt into the earth in hope, x Cor. ix, 
10. Were there not a reſurrection of it expected, the 
huſbandman would never be willing to cait away his 
corn. The hodies of ſaints are alſo committed to the 
grave in hope, 1 Theft. iv. 13, x4. © But] wouldnct 
<« have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them 
« which are aſleep, that ye ſorrow not, even as others 
« which have no hope ; for if we believe that Jeſus 
« died, and roſe again, even ſo them alſo which flee 
« in Jeſus will God bring with him.” This bleſſed 
"hope of a reſurrection ſweetens not only the troubles d 
life, but the pangs of death. | 4 

3. The ſeed is caſt into the earth ſeaſonably, 1n 1t 
proper ſeaſon : ſo are the bodies of the ſaints, Job v. 26. 
« Thou ſhalt come to thy grave in full age, as a ſhock 
<« of corn cometh in, in its ſeaſon.” They always dt 
in the fitteſt tume, though .ſometimes they ſeem to e 
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immaturely : the time of their death was from all eter- 
nity prefixed -by God, beyond which they cannot go, 
and ſhort of which they caunot come, 

4. The ſeed lies many days and nights under the 
clods before it riſes and appears again ; © eyen ſo man 
« lieth down, and riſes not again 'till the heavens. be no 
« more,” Job xiv. 12, The days of darkneſs in the 
grave are many. 4 6 

5, When the time is come for its ſhooting up, the | 
carth that covered it can hide it no longer ; it cannot | 
keep it down- a day more ; it will find or make way 
through the clods. Son that day waen the great trump 
ſhall found, bone ſhall come to its bone, and the grave 
{hall not be able to hold them a minute longer. Both Þ 
ſea and earth muſt render the dead that are in them, 
Rev. XX. 13. | | bl 

6, When the ſeed appears above ground again, it ' | 
appears much more freſh and orient, than when it was } 
calt into the earth ; God cloaths' it with ſuch beauty, ? 
that it "is not like to what it was before. Thus rife the * 
bodies of ſaints, marvelouſly improved, beautified, and 
perfected with ſpiritual qualities and rich endowments ; * 
in reſpect whereof they are called ſpiritual bodies, 1 Cor, !' 
xv. 43. not. properly, but analogically ſpiritual ; for 
look, as ſpirits ſubſiſt without food,. raiment, fleep, 'i' 
know no lafſitude, wearineſs or pain ; ſo our bodies, | 
after the refurrection, ſhall be above theſe neceſſities i 
and diſtempers ; for we ſhall be as the angels of God, fx 
Matth, xxit. 30. Yea, our vile bodies ſhall be changed, 
and made like unto Chriſt's glorious body ; which is - 
the higheſt pitch and aſcent of glory and honour that ! 
any human: body 1s capable of, Phil. iii. 21. Indeed, 7 
the- glory of the ſoul ſhall be the greateſt glory ; that's 4 
the orient unvaluable gem ; But God will beſtow a \ 
diſtinct glory upon the body, and richly enamel the ve- |} 
ry caſe in which that precious jewel ſhall be-kept. In :þ 
that glorious morning of the reſurrection, the ſaints || 
ſhall put on their new freſh fruits of fleſh. cichly laid '# 
and trimmed with glory. Thoſe bodies, which in the \ 
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grave were but duſt and rottenneſ-, when it deliver; 
them back again, ſhall be fthining and excellent piece, 
abſolutely and everlaſtingly freely freed, (1.) From) 
natural infirmities and diſtempers ; Death is their 209 
phyſician, which af once frees them from all diſeaſes, 
_ *T18a great affiiction now to many of the Lord's peopl: 

to be clogged with fo many bodily infirmities, which 
render them very unſerviceable to God, © "The fy. 
« rit indeed 1s willing, but the fleſh is weak.” Ac. 
' Zy body retorts and ſhoots back its diſtempers upon the 
fou}, with which it is ſo cloſely conjoined : but thouch 
now the foul (as 'Theophraſtus ſpeaks) pays a dear rent 
for the tabernacle in which it dwells ; yet when drcath 
diſlolves that tabernacle, all the diſeaſes and pains, 1:n- 
"der which it groaned, ſhall be buried in- the rubbi| 
of its mortality ; and when they come to be re-unitcd 
again, God will beſtow rich gifts and dowries, even 
upon the body, in' the day of its re-eſpouſals to the 
ſovl. (2.) It ſhall be freed from all deformities ; there 
are no breaches, flaws, monſtroſities in glorified bodies; 
but of them it may much rather be ſaid, what was 
once ſaid of Abſalom, 2 Sam. xiv. 25, «© "That from the 
« crown of his head, to the foal of his' foot, there was 
« no blemiſh in him.” (3.) It ſhall be freed from all 
natural neceſſities, to which it is now ſubjected in this 
its animal fate, How is the ſoul now diſquieted an! 
tortured with cares and troubles, to provide for a pc- 
riſking body ? Many unbelieving and unbecoming tears 
it is now vexed with : What ſhall I eat? And wat 
{hall I drink ? And wherewithal ſhall it be clothed: 
« Eut meats, for the belly, and the belly for meat; 
« God ſhall deſtroy both it and them,” 1 Cor. vi. 13. 
(i. e.) as to their preſent uſe and office ; for as to Ut 
exiſtence, fo the belly ſhall not be deſtroyed. Buteven 
as the maſts, poop and ſtern of a ſhip abide in the har- 
bour, after the voyage is ended, fo ſhall theſe bodily 
members, as Tertullian excellently illuſtrates it. (4-) 
They ſhall be freed from death, to which thenceforti 

they can be ſubject no more ; that formidable adverlar) 
\ | | 0 


The Heavenly Uſe of Earthly Things. . 337 


of nature ſha'l aſſault it no more. © For they which 
© ſhall be accounted worthy to obtain that world, and} 
<.the reſurrection from the dead, neither marry, nor are} 
.< given in marriage ; neither can they die any more ;| 
© tor they thall be equal to the angels, and are. the civl-# 
© dren of God, being the children of the reſurrection,” 
Luke. x... 35, 36. Mark it (equal to the angels) not 
that they ſhall be ſeparate, and fingle ſpirits, without} 
| bodies, as the angels are : but equal to them in the way 
and manner of their living and acting. * We ſhall then 
live upon God, and act freely, purely and delightfully 
for God ; for all kind of living upon, and delighting ini 
creatures, ſeems in that text (by a ſynecdoche of thel 
part which is ordinarily in ſcripture put for all creature-j 
delights, deqendencies, and neceſlities) to be excluded.} 
Nothing but God ſhall enamour and fill the foul ; and} 
| the body ſhall be perfectly ſubdued to the ſpirit. Lord, 

what haſt thou prepared for them that love. thee!  } 


REEL: ECEF.1Q-IN: B.:. 


I. If I ſhall receive my body again 
ſo dignified and improved in the world The healthfu 
to come, then Lord let me never be /aint's refletizon i 
unwilling to uſe my body now ſor the BK 
intereſt of thy glory, or my own ſalvation! Now, Of 
my God, it grieves me to think how many precious op- 
portunities of ſerving and- honouring thee. I have loſt, 
under pretence of endangering my health ! _— 

I have been more folicitous to live long and health 
fully, than to live uſefully and fruitfully ;. and_ like. ef 
nough, my life had been more ſerviceable to. thee. if it 
| had not been fo fondly overvalued by me. = 

Fooliſh foul! hath God given thee a body: for a liv 
ns tool or inſtrument? And art» thou afraid to uſe 
it! Wherein is the mercy of having..a body, if not 
iz ſpending and wearing it out. in. the. ſexvice of God W 
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grave were but duſt and rottenneſ*, when it deliver; 
them back again, ſhall be ſhining and excellent pieces, 
abſojutely and everlaſtingly freely freed, (1.) From || 
natural infirmities and diſtempers ; Death is their £004 
_ phyſician, which at once frees them from all diſeaſes, 
_ *T18a great affiithon now to many of the Lord's people 
to be clogged with fo many bodily infirmities, which 
render them very unſerviceable to God. © The (jy. 
<« rit indeed 1s willing, but the fleth is weak.” Ac. 

: Zy body retorts and ſhoots back its diſtempers upon the 
ſoul, with which it is fo cloſely conjoined : but though 
now the foul (as Theophrafſtus ſpeaks) pays a dear ren: 
for the tabernacle in which 1t dwells ; yet when dcath 
diſlolves that tabernacle, all the difeaſes and pains, un- 
"der which it groaned, ſhall be buried in- the rubbich 
of its mortality ; and when they come to be re-unitc4 
again, God will beſtow rich gifts and dowries, even 
upon the body, in' the day of its re-efpoufals to the 
ſovl. (2.) It ſhall be freed from all deformities ; there 
are no breaches, flaws, monſtroſities in glorified bodies; 
but of them it may much rather be ſaid, what was 
once ſaid of Abſalom, 2 Sam. xiv. 25. « "That from the 
« crown of his head, to the foal of his: foot, there was 
« no blemiſh in him.” {(3.) It ſhall be freed from all 
natural neceſſities, to which 1t 1s now ſubjected in this 
its animal fate, How is the ſoul now diſquieted an! 
tortured with cares and troubles, to provide for a pe- 
riſking body ? Many unbelieving and unbecoming tears 
tt is now vexed with : What ſhall T eat? And wiat 
{hall I drink ? And wherewithal ſhall it be clothed? 
« EZut meats, for the belly, and- the belly for meat; 
« God ſhall deſtroy both it and them,” x Cor. vi. 13. 
(i. e.) as to their preſent uſe and office ; for as to 1s 
exiſtence, ſo the belly ſhall not be deſtroyed. But even 
| as the maſts, poop and ſtern of a ſhip abide in the har- 
bour, after the voyage is ended, fo ſhall theſe bodily 
members, as Tertullian excellently illuſtrates it. (4-) 
They ſhall be freed from death, to which thenccfort! 
they can be ſubje&t no more ; that formidable adverlary 
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of nature ſha!l aſſault it no more. © For they which 
© ſhall be accounted worthy to obtain that world, and 

«.the reſurreCtion from the dead, neither marry, nor areW 
< ho in marriage ; neither can they die any more ; WM 


c 


or they ſhall be equal to the angels, and are. the chul- 
© dren of God, being the children of the reſurrection,” 
Luke xx. 35, 36. Mark it (equal to the angels) not 
that they ſhall be ſeparate, and fingle ſpirits, without 
bodies, as the angels are : but equal to them in the way 
and manner of their living and acting.* We ſhall then 
live upon God, and ad freely, purely and delightfully 
for God ; for all kind of living upon, and delighting in 
creatures, ſeems in that text (by a ſynecdoche of theſ 


part which is ordinarily in ſcripture put for all creature-W 

delights, deqendencies, and neceſlities) to be excluded. 

Nothing but God ſhall enamour and fill the ſoul ; and} 
s | the body ſhall be perfeftly ſubdued to the ſpirit. Lord, 
5 what haſt thou prepared for them that love. thee! 
, REFLECTIONS... 
7 1. If T ſhall receive my body again i= 
ſo dignified and improved in the world The healthful 
* to come, then Lord let me never be /arnt's reflection. 


unwilling to uſe my body now for the _ 
intereſt of thy glory, or my own falvation! Now, Of 
my God, it grieves me to think how many precious op-W 
F portunities of ſerving and- honouring thee. I have loſt, 
| under pretence of endangering my health ! | | 
I have been more fſolicitous to live long and health 
$. - fully, than to live uſefully and fruitfully ;. and like. e4 
nough, my life had been more ſerviceable to.theey. if it 


I | hadnot been fo fondly overvalued by me. = 
ni | Foolith ſoul! hath God given thee a body: for a liv 
| ing tool or inſtrument ? And art» thou :afraid to-uſg 
7 it! Wherein is the mercy of having..a body, if not 
2 uz ſpending and wearing it out. in. the.ſexvice of God Þ 
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To have an active vigorous body, and not to employ 
and exerciſe it for God, for fear of endangering it; 
health, is, as if one ſhould give thee a handſqme an 
Jprightful horſe, upon condition thou ſhouldeſt not ride 
|F or work him. O! it ſome of the ſaints had enjoyed 
| the blefling of ſuch an healthy active body as mine, 


what excellent ſervices would they. have performed to 
God in it? | 


| 2. If my body ſhall as ſurely rife again 
The fickly in glory, vigour, and, excellent endow- 
Saint's re- ments, as the ſeed which I fow doth; 
fledtion. why*'ſhould not this comfort me over 2] 
bo the pains, weakneſles, and dulneſs, with 
which my foul is now clogged ? "Thou knoweſt, m 
God, what a grief it had been to my ſoul to be fettered 
and entangled with the diſtempers and manifold indiſ- 
poſitions of this vile body : It hath made me figh ; and 
ſay, with holy Anſelme, when he ſaw the mountiny 
bird weighed down by the ſtone hanging at her leg, 
Lord, thus it fares with the foul of thy ſervant ? Fain 
would I ſerve, glorify, and enjoy thee, but a diſtem- 
pered body will not let me. owever, it 1s reviving 
to think, that though I am now forced to crawl like a 
worm, in the diſcharge -of my duwes, I ſhall ſhortly 
fly like a feraphim, in the execution of thy will. Cheer 
up, drooping ſoul ; the time is at hand, when thou italt 
made more willing than thou art, and thy fleſh not 
fo weak as now it is. 
3. Andis it fo indeed'? Then let the 
The dying dying faint, like Jacob, rouze up himlelt 
Saint's re- upon his bed, and encourage himlſelt a- 
* fleftion. gainſt the fears of death by this refreining 
g conſideration, Let him fay, with holy 
dying Muſculus, why trembleft thou, O my foul, to go 
forth of this tabernacle to the land of reft? Hath thy 
body been ſuch a pleaſant habitation to thee, that thou 
| ſhouldeſt be (6 loth to part with it, though but for 2 
time, and with aſſurance of receiving it again with 
ſych a. glorious improvement? I know, O my _ 
: ay ; . £14k 
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that thou haſt a natural. inclination to this body, re- 
fulting from the dear and ſtrift unign which God him- 
{If hath made betwixt thee and it : yea, even the ho- 
lieſt of men do ſometimes ſenſibly feel 'the like in them- 
{elves ; but beware thou love 1t not immoderately or 
inordinately ;_ *tis but a creature, how dear ſoever it be 
to thee; yea, a fading creature, and that which now 
#ands in thy way to the full enjoyment of God. But 
lay, my ſoul, why are the thoughts of parting with it 
fo burdenſome to thee ? Why ſo loth to take death by 
its cold hand? Is this body thy old and dear friend ? 
True, but yet thou parteſt not with it upon ſuch fad 
terms, as ſhould deſerve a tear at parting. For may'ſt 
thou not fay of this departure, as Paul at the depar- 
ture of Oneſimus ? Philem. v. 15. © It therefore de- 
« parteth dor a ſeaſon, that thou mayelſt reccive it for 
« ever.” The day of reſpouſals will quickly come ; 


and in the mean time, as thy body thall not be ſenſible - ; | 


of the tedious length of interpoling time, ſo neither 


ſhalt thou be ſollicitous about thine abſent friends ; for | 


| the fruition of God in thine unbodied ſtate, ſhall fill 
thee with infinite ſatisfaction and reit. | 

Or is it not ſo much fimply for parting with it, as 
ior the manner of thy parting, either by the flow and 
lingring approaches of a natural, . or the quick and ter- 
CF rible approaches of a violent death : why, trouble not 
thyſelf about that ; for if God lead thee through the 
long dark lane of a tedious ſickneſs, yet at the end of 
it 1s thy father's houſe. And for a violent death, *tis 
not ſo material, whether friends or enenues ſtand weep- 
ing or triumphing over thy dead body. MNzihil corpus 
ſentit in nervo cum anima fit in coels, * When thy foul. 
* ſhall be in heaven, *twill not be ſenſible how the body 
© 18 uſed upon earth.” - | 

4. But, oh ! what an uncomfortable 
parting will mine be! and how much The ungodly 
more ſad our meeting again! how will foul's reflec- 
this ſoul and body bluſh, yea, tremble, tion. 
when they meet, who have been copart- | 

i | nere. 
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ners in ſo much guilt? I damned my ſoul, to ple 
| my fleſh, and now have ruined both thereby : ha] 
f denied my fleth to ſerve Chrift, worn out my body i 
| _ the ſervice of my foul, I had, thereby, happily provide 
for them both, but I began at the wrong end, and 
have ruined both eternally. 


The POEM. 


DARE ſeeds have no great beauty, but, inhum'd, 
That which they had is loſt, and quite conſum'l, 
They ſoon corrupt and grow more baſe, by odds, 
| Whendead, and bury'd underneath the clods : 
It falls in baſeneſs, but at length doth riſe 
In glory,. which delights beholders eyes. 
How great a difPrence have a few days made, 
Betwixt it, in the buſhel and the blade ! 
1 'This lovely, lively emblem aptly may 
| 'T ype out the glorious reſurreCtion-day ; 
herein the ſaints, that in the duſt do ly, 
Shall riſe in glory, vigour, and dignity ; 
| With ſinging in that morning they ariſe, 
| And dazzling glory, ſuch as mortal eyes 
Ne'er view'd on earth. The ſparkling beauties here, 
- No more than equalize their ſplendor there, 
- Than glimm'ring glow-worms do the faireſt ſtar | 
That ſhines in heaven, or the ſtones that are 
In every ſtreet, may competition hold 
- With glittering diamonds in rings of gold. 
For unto Chriſt's moſt glorious body they 
| _ Shall be conform'd in glory atthat day : 
Whoſe luſtre would, Fi 


ould it on mortals fall, 
Tranſport a Stephen, and confound a Paul, 

Tis now a coarſe and crazy boule of clay ; 

{ But, oh !. how dear do fouls for lodgings pay ! 

| Few.more than I ; for.thou, .my foul, haſt been 
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Within theſe tents of Kedar cooped in ; | 
Where, with diſtempers clogg*'d, thou mak*ſt thy moans, 
And, for deliverance, with tears and groans 
Haſt often ſu'd : cheer up, the time will be, 

When thou from all theſe troubles ſhall be free : 

No jarring humours, cloudy vapours, rheums, 
Pains, aches, or whatever elſe conſumes 

My days in grief ; whilit in the Chriſtian race, 
Fleth lags behind, and can't keep equal pace 

With the more 'wihking fpirit : none of theſe 

Shall thenceforti clog thee, or diſturb thine eaſe. 


F 
—_— _— — — 
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CHAP. XI 
Upon the reſemblance of wheat and tares. 


As wheat reſersbled is by viler tares ; 
$9 vile hypocriſy, like grace appears, 


OBSERVATION. 


T is-Jerom's obſervation that wheat and tares are fo 
much alike in their firſt ſpringing up, that it is ex- 
ceeding difficult to diſtinguiſh the one from the other ; 
theſe are his words, nter triticum & lolium quandiu 
berba eft, & nondum culmus venit ad ſpricam ;, grandts 
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fimilitude eft ; & in diſcernents aut nulla, aut perdifi. 


. the moſt quick and piercing eye of man can diſcem 


all faving graces in the ſaints have their counterfeits in 


' by an external reformation ; ' and yet {till retains | 


cilis diftaniia, * "The difference (ſaith he) between 
© them, is either none at all, or wonderfully difficult 
© to diſcern :* which thoſe words of Chrift, Mat. xiii, 
30. plainly confirm. © Let them both alone till the 
© harveſt;* thereby intimating, both the difficulty of 
diſtinguiſhing the tares and wheat; and alſo the un. 
warrantable raſhneſs of bold and haſty cenſures of men'; 
ſincerity or hypocriſy, which 1s there ſhadowed by 
them. og 


APFLICAFLIDN; 


T OW difficult ſoever it be to diſcern the differ. 
ence betwixt wheat and tares, yet doubtleſs, the 
eye of ſenſe cay much eaſter diſcriminate them, than 


the difference betwixt ſpecial and common grace ; for 


hypocrites. "There are ſimilar works in theſe, which 
2 ſpiritual and very judicious eye may ealily miſtake 
od the ſaving and genuine effects of the ſanctifying 
pirit.. A Ks 

Doth the ſpirit of God convince the confciences & 
his people of the evil of fin? Rom. vii. 9. Hypocrites 
have their convictions too, Exod. 10, 16. «© Then Pha 
« roah called for Moſes and Aaron in haſte ; and ſais, 
« T have finned againſt the Lord your God, aid 
« againſt you.” Thus was Saul alſo convicted, x vain. 
XV. 24. | | | 

Doth true conviction and compunCtion work rc 
formation of life in the people of God ? Even hypo- 
crites alſo have been famous for their reformations. 1s 
unclean ſpirit often goes out of the formal hypocrity 


propriety in them, Matth. xii. 4%, 44. For thi 
departure is indeed no more than a politic retreit 
Many that- ſhall never eſcape the damnation of My 
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have yet eſcaped the pollutions of the world, and that 
by the knowledge of the Son of God, 2 Pet. il. 20. 
Doth the ſpirit of the Lord produce that glorious 


and ſupernatural work of faith in convinced and hum- - 


ble fouls ? In this alſo the hypocrite apes and wmitates 
the believer, Acts vil. 13. .< Then Simon himſelf be- 
« lieved alſo,” Luke vii. 13. © Theſe are they which 
« for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall 
« away.” 

Doth the precious eye of faith, diſcovering the 
tranſcendent excellencies that are in Chritt, inflame the 
affections of the believing ſoul with vehement deſires 
and longings after him? Strange motions of heart 
have alſo been found in hypocrites towards Chriſt and 
heavenly things, John vi. 34. © Lord, evermore, give 
« us this bread, Matt. xxv. 8. « Give us of your oil, 
« for our lamps are gone out.” With what a rapture 


was Balaam tranſported, when he ſaid, © Let me die - 


« the death of the righteous, and let my laſt end be 
« like his,”* Numb. xx1tt. x. 

Doth the work of fairt, in ſome believers, bear upon 
its top-branches tie full ripe fruits of a bleſted . flu- 
rance? Lo ! what ſtrong confidences, and high-built 
perſuaſions of an intereſt in God, have ſometimes been 
found even in unfanCctified .pnes ? John viii. 54. « Of 
« whom you fay, that he is your God ; and yet ye 
have not known him.”* T'o the ſame height of confi- 
dence arrived thoſe vain ſouls, mentioned in Rom. 1i. 
19, Yea, fo ſtrong may this falſe aſſurance be, that 
they dare boldly venture to go to the judgment-ſeat of 
(God, and there defend it, Matth. vii. 22. © Lord, 
« Lord, have we not prophefied in thy name ?”? uf 

Doth the ſpirit of God fill the heart of the aſſured 
believer with joy unſpeakable and full of glory, giving 
them, through faith, a prelibation, or foretaſte of hea- 
ven itſelf, in thoſe firſt fruits of it 1! How near to 
this comes that which the apoſtle ſuppoſes may be 
tound even in Jpoſtates ? Heb. vi. 8, 9. who are there 


laid © to taſte the good word of God, and the powers 


of 
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of the world to come ?” What ſhall I fay? if req 
Chriitians delight in ordinances ; thoſe that are non: 
may alſo delight in approaching to God ? Ezek. xxxiii, 
32. It may be you will fay, though the difference he 
not eaſily diſcernable in their active obedience, yet, 
when it ſhall come to ſuffering, there every eye may 
diſcern it; the falſe heart will then flinch and canns; 
brook that work. And yet. even this is no infallible 
rule neither; for the apoſtle ſuppoſes, that the /alamar. 
der of hypocriſy may live in the very flames, of martyr- 
dom, 1 Cor. xiii. 3. «If Igive my body to be burnt, 
« and have no charity.” And it was long ſince deter. 
mined in this caſe, Non poena ſed cauſa facit martyren:: 
ſo that without controverſy the difficulty of diſtinguiſh. 
ing them is very great., 

And this difference will yet be more ſubtile and un- 
diſcernable, if i {hould wh you, that as in ſo many 
things the hypocrite reſembles the ſaints ; ſo there are 
other things in. which a real Chriſtian may at too like 
an hypocrite. - When we find a Pharaoh confefling, an 
Herod practiſing, as well as hearing, a Judas preaching 
Chriſt, an Alexander venturing his life for Paul, and, 
on the other {ide, {aall find a David co,:demning that 
in another, which he practiſed himſelf, an Hezekiah 
glorying in his riches, a Peter diflembling, and even all 
the diſciples forſaking Chriit in an hour of trouble and 
danger : O then! how hard is it for the eye of man to 
diſcern betwixt chaft and wheat ? How many upright 
hearts are now cenſured, whom God will clear ? How 
many falſe hearts are now approved, whom God will 


condemn ? Men ordinarily have no clear convictive 
-proofs, but only probable ſymptoms ; which, at molt, 


can beget but a conjectural knowledge of another's ſtate. 
And they that ſhall peremptorily judge either way, may 
poſſibly wrong the generation of the upright ; or, on 
the other {de abſolve and juſtify the wicked. And truly, 


' conſidering what hath been ſaid, It 1s no great wonder, 


that dangerous miſtakes are ſo frequently made in thus 
matter, But: though: man cannot, the Lord can, _ 
Wil 


The Heavenly Uſe of Earthly Things. 145 


will, perfe&tly diſcriminate them. © The Lord know- 
eth who are his,” 2 Tim. 1i. 19. He will have a day 
perfely to ſever the tares from the wheat, to melt off 
the varniſh of the moſt reſplendent and refined hypo- 
crite, and to blow off the aſhes of infirmities, which 
have covered and obſcured the-very ſparks of ſincerity 
in his people : he will make ſuch a diviſion as was never 
vet made in the world, how many diviſions ſoever there 
have been in it. « And then ſhall men indeed return, 
« and diſcern between the righteous and the wicked ; 
« hetwixt him that ſerveth God, and him that ſerveth 
« him not.” Mean while, my ſoul, thou canſt not 
better employ thyſelf, whether thou be ſound or un- 
ſound, than 1n making theſe reflections upon thyſelf. 


REFLECTIONS. 


And is this ſo? Then, Lord, pardon 
the raſhneſs and precipitancy of my cen- The cenſo- 
| ſorious ſpirit ; for I have often boldly rious fouÞPs re- 
anticipated thy judgment, and aflumed flet7on. 
by vr, although thou haſt ſaid Cs. 
© Why doſt thou judge thy brother? And why doſt "i 
1 © thou ſet at nought thy brother ? We ſhall all ſtand WW 
| * before the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt : for it is writ- 
4 
0 


© ten, As Thve (/aith. the Lord) every knee thall bow WW 
| * tome, and every tongue ſhall confeſs to God. Let Ki 
t © us not therefore judge one another any more, Rom, } 
W XIV. TO, IT, 12, I 3 And again ; © He that judgeth 
Il * me is the Lord. Let us therefore judge nothing be- 


'e © fore the time until the Lord come, who both will 
{ © bring to light the hidden things -of darkneſs, and 
e * make manifeſt the counſels of the heart ; and then 
ay Wi © ſhall every man have praiſe of God,” 1 Cor. iv. 4, 5. 


What if God will own ſome of them for his ſons, KM 
to whom I refuſe to give the reſpect of brethren? I M 
may paſs haſty and hcadlong cenfures upon others; | 
but where is my commiſſion for ſo doing ? I want 
not only a FO, Br fit qualifications for ſuch a  } 


work | 
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work as this. Canl pierce into the heart as God! 
Can I infallibly diſcover the hidden motives, ends any 
- principles of actions? Beſides, O my ſoul, thou ar; 
conſcious of ſo much falſene(s' in thyſelf, that wer: 
there no other conſideration, that alone might reſtrain 
thee from all uncharitable and haſty cenſures. If other; 

knew but what I know of myſelf, would they not judge 
_ as ſeverely of me, as I do of others ? | ; 

| 2. Though I may not judge the find 

The preſump- ſtate of another, yet I may and ought 
tuons foul's re- to judge the ſtate of my own foul; 
fledtion. . which 1s doubtleſs, a more neceſſary 

and concerning work to me. For ſince 
every ſaving grace in a Chriſtian hath its counterfeit in 
the hypocrite, how needful is it for thee, O my ſoul, 
to make a ſtand here, and folemnly to ponder this great 
queſtion, Whether thoſe things, whereon I depend, 
as my beſt evidences for the life to: come, be the rea), 
or only the common works of the Spirit ? Whether 
they be ſuch as can now endure the teſt of the word, 
and abide a fair trial at the bar of my own con- 
ſcience ? 4 | | 

Come then, my ſoul, ſet the Lord before thee, to 
whom the ſecrets of all hearts are manifeſt ; and in the 
awiul ſenſe of that great day, make true anſwer to theſ: 
heart-diſcovering queries : For though thou canft not 
diſcern the difterence betwixt theſe things in another, 
yet thou mayeſt and oughteſt to diſcern it in thyſelt: 
{5 what man knows the things of a man, fave the pint 
of man that is in him ? 

Iit, Is my obedience uniform ? Am TI the fame man 
at all times, places, and companies ? Or rather, am] 
not exact and curious in open and public, remiſs and 
careleſs in private and ſecret duties ? Sincere ſouls are 
uniform ſouls, Pſalm cxix. 6. the hypocrite is no cloſt- 
man, Matth. v1. 5, 

2. Doth that which I call grace in me oppoſe and 
mortify, or doth-it not rather quietly conſift with, and 


protect my luſts and corruptions ? "I'rue grace tlerais 
- no 
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no luſt, Gal. v. I7. No, not the boſum darling cor- 
ruptions, Pſalm xviii. 23. 


3. Doth.that which 1 call my grace, humble, empty, 


and abaſe my ſoul ? Or rather, doth it not puft it up 
with ſelf-conceitedneſs ? All ſaving grace 1s humbling 
orace, 1 Cor. xv. 10. «© But the ſoul waich 1s lifted up, 
« js not upright,”” Hab. 11. 4. | 

Laſtly, Canſt thou, my foul, rejoice an] bleſs God 


for the grace imparted to others? And rejoice, if any . 


deſign of Chriſt be carried on in the world by otters 
hands ? Or rather, doſt thou not envy thoſe that excel 
thee, and careſt for no work in which thou art not 
ſeen | | 

But ſtay, my ſoul, it is enough : If theſe be the ſub- 
ſantial differences betwixt_ ſpecial and common grace, 
| more than doubt, I thall not endure the day of his 
coming, © Whoſe fan is in his hand.” Do not thoſe 
ſpots appear upon me, which are not the ſpots of his 
children? Woe is me, poor wretch | the characters 
of death are upon my ſout ! Lord, add power to the 


form, life to the name to live, praftice to the know- 
ledge, or I periſh eternally! O rather give me the 
faint's heart, than the angel's tongue ; the pooreſt 
breathing of the Spirit, than the richeſt ornaments of 
common gifts! Let me never deceive myſelf, or 
others, in matters of ſo deep and everlaſting conſe- 
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The POEM. 


N eaſtern, countries, as good Authors write, 
Fares in their ſpringing up, appear to !:ght, 

Not like itſelf, a weed, but real wheat ; 

Whoſe {hape and form it counterteits fo neat, 


S "That 'twould require a moſt judicious eve 
q J ye, 


The one from t'other to diverſify . 

Till both to ſome maturity be grown, 

And then the difference 1is-eafily known, 

Even thus hypocriſy, that curſed weed, 

Springs up 1o like true grace, that he will need 
More than a common inſight in this caſe, 

'That faith, this is not, that 1s real grace. 

Ne'er did the cunning aCtor, tho' a ſlave 
Array'd in princely robes, himſelf behave 
Solike a king, as this doth act the part 

Of ſaving grace by its deep helliſh art. 

Do gracious fouls melt, mourn and weep for fin ? 
1 he like in hypocrites obſerv*'d hath been : 
Have they their comforts, joys, and raptures ſweet ? 
With them in comforts hypocrites do meet. 

In all religious duties they can go 

As far as daints, in ſome things farther too : 
"They ſpeak like angels, and you'll think within, 
'The very Spirit of Chriſt and grace hath been, 
"They come ſo near,” that ſoine, like Iſaac, tak2 
Jacob for Eſau, this, for that miſtake : 
And boldly call (their eyes, with his, being dim) 
True grace, hypocriſy ; and duty in : 

Yea, many allo, jacob-like, embrace 

Leah for Rachel, common gifts for grace : 

And in their boſom hug it, *till the light 
Diſcover their miſtake, and clear their ſight : 


And 
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And then, like him, confounded they will cry, 
| Alas! *tis Leah, curs'd hypocriſy ! 

Guide me, my God, that I may not, inſtead 
Of faving grace, nurſe up this curſed weed. 

O let my heart, at laſt, by thee be found 
Sincere, and all thy workings on it ſound | 


CHAP. XII. 


Upon the dangers incident to the corn, from ſeed- ; 
time to harveſt. . | 


Fouls, weeds, and blaſtings do your corn annoy ; 
Even ſo corruptions would your grace deſtroy. - 


OBSERVATION... 


FUYHERE are, amongſt many others, three criti- 

| cal and dangerous periods between the ſeed-time WM 
and harveſt. "The firſt, when corn is newly commit- 
ted to the earth, .all that lies uncovered 1s picked up byÞ 
the birds; and much of that which is but ſlightly co-WM 
vered, is plucked up as ſoon as it begins to ſprout, by 
rooks, and other devouring fowls, Matth. xiii. 4. But 
if it eſcape the fowls, and gets root in the earth, yet then 
It is hazarded by noxious. weeds, which purloin, andif 
ſuck away its nouriſhment, whill it is yet in the ten-W 
der blade. If by the care of the vigilant huſbandmani 
it be freed from choaking weeds ; yet, laſtly, as great 
ft N 3 a danger 


® 
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a danger as any of the former {till attends it ; for often. 
times,” whilſt it is blowing in the ear, blaſtings and 
 mildews ſmite it in the ſtalk, which cuts off the juice 
and ſap that ſhould aſcend to nouriſh the ear, and {6 
ſhrivels and dries up the grain whilft it is yet immatu. 
rate ; whereby it becomes like thoſe ears of corn in 
Pharaoh's viſion, which were thin and blaſted with the 
eaſt wind ; or like the ears the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks of up. 
on the houfe-top, wherewith the reaper filleth not hi; 
Arms. 


APPLICATION. 


RUE grace, from the infancy to the perfection 
thereof, conflicts with far and greater dangers, 
amongſt which it anſwerabiy meets with three danger- 
ous periods, which marvelouſly hazard it : So that it is 
2 much greater wonder that it ever arrives at its juit 
pertection. For, (1.) No ſooner hath the great huſ- 
bandman diſſeminated theſe holy ſeeds in the regenerate 
& heart, but multitudes of impetuous corruptions 1nme- 
8 diately aflault and would certainly Cevour them, like the 
= fowls of the air, did not the fame arm that ſfowed them, 
# alſo protect them. It fares with grace, as v-ith Chritt, 
& its author, whom Herod fought to deſtroy in his very 
& infancy. The new creature is ſcarce warm 1n its ſeat, 
before it muſt fight to defend itſelf. This conflict is 
F excellently fet forth in that famous text, Gal. v. 17. 
8 < The fleſh luſteth againſt the ſpirit, and the fpirit 
# © 2painſt the fleſh; and theſe are contrary the one to 
8 © the other, ſo that ye cannot do the things that ye 
8 © would.” | ; | 
= By fleſh here underſtand the corruption of nature by 
& erizinal fin, and the ſinful motions thereof ; by Spirit, 
& not the ſou], or natural ſpirit of man, but the ſpirit ol 
| God in man, viz. thoſe graces whict: are the workman- 
| ſhip of the Spirit, and therefore. called by his name. 
I The oppoſition betyvixt theſe two is expreſled by luſting, 
f (i. c.) deſiring the mutual ruin.and deſtcuCtion of mg 
other ; 
| 


| 
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othet ; for even when they are not acting, yet then the 
are luſting ; there 1s an oppoſite diſpenſation wpers 
each other z which oppoſition is both a formal and an 
effetive oppoſition. There are two contrary forms ; 
two men in every ſaint, Col. it. 9, 16, From hence 


are in their natures and principles, ſo they are in their 
operations and effects ; workings always follow beings ; 
fire and water are of contrary qualities, and when the 

meet, they effectively oppoſe each other. Sin and 
orace are ſo oppoſite, that if fin ſhould ceaſe to oppoſe 
grace, —_— ceaſe to be in, and if grace ſhould not 


much more endanger the work of grace, than any o- 


wardly, conſtantly, and advantageouſly, than any thing 
elſe can do. (1.) More inwardly, for it hath its being 
and working in the ſame ſoul where grace dwells ; yea, 
in the ſelf-ſame faculties ; ſo that it not only ſets one 
faculty againſt another, but the ſame faculty againſt it- 
kit; the underſtanding, againſt the underitanding, and 
the will againſt the will ; ſo that ye cannot do the good, 
nor yet the evil that ye would ; not the good that ye 
would, becauſe when the Spirit moveth to good, and 
beats upon the heart by Divine pulfations, exciting it 
to duty, the fleſh als and oppoſes it there; and if 
it cannot totally hinder the performance of a duty, yet 
it lames the ſoul upon the working hand, whereby the 
performance is not ſo ſpiritual, free, and compoſed, as 
it defires ; nor yet the evil that you would commit, if 
grace were not there ; becauſe when luſt ſtirs in its firſt 
motions, grace puts a rub in its way, « How can I 


en, XxXix, 9. And if it cannot (which for the moſt 
art 1t doth) hinder the aCting of ſin; yet it ſo engages 
he will againft it, that it is not committed with com- 
Flacency and full conſent, Rom. vii. 15. « What L 

do, I allow not.” (2.) It oppoſes it more conftant- 
}, tis like a continual dropping ; a man can no more 


an effective oppoſition muſt needs follow ; for as things 


oppoſe ſin, it would ceaſe to be grace. And this doth 


ther enemy it hath, becauſe it works againſt it more in- 
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fly from this enemy than from himſelf. There is a time 
when the devil leaves tempting, Matth. iv. 13. but ng 
time when corruption ceaſes from working. And, 
laſtly, it oppoſes grace more advantageoufly tizn any 
other enemy can do, for it 1s not only always in the 


_ ſame ſoul with it, but 1t is there naturally ; it hath the 
. advantage of the ſoil which ſuits with it. And yet, oh 


the wonder of free grace ! it is not ſwallowed up in 
victory, but it eſcapes this hazard. 

But (2.) It ſoon meets with another, tho? it eſcapes 
this, even by temptations, which ſtrike deſperately at 
the oy iife of it; for theſe, like the weeds, with 

Y 


ſe2zmingly loving embraces, claſp about it ; and did not 


| the faithful God now make a way to eſcape, inſtead of 


an harveſt, we ſhould have an heap ? For, alas, what 
are we | to wreitle with principalities and powers, and 


ſpiritual wickednefles in high places ? 


Laſtly, Sad relapſes, like blaſts and ruſtings, do often 


fade, and 2reatly endanger it, when it is even ready 


for the harveſt. Thus it fell out with David, whck 
laſt ways were not like his firſt ; and yet by this, theſe 
holy fruits were not utterly deſtroyed, becauſe it is the 


| ſeed of God, and fois immortal, 1 John v. 4, 5. And 
| alſo becauſe the promiſes of perſeverance and victory 
. made to it, cannot be fruitrated ; amongſt which thek 


are excellent, Ifa. liv. 10. Jer. xxxiv. 40. 1 Cor. 1.8, 


Pfalm i. 3- Pſalm cxxv. 1 John iv. 14. So that here 


is matter of unſpeakable comfort ; though the fleſh ſay, 
Ego deficiam, © I will fail thee ; though the world fay 


 #Eo0 decipiam, © I will deceive thee;* though the devi 


ſay, Ego eripiam, © I will ſnatch thee away ;* yet 
long as Chriſt faith, I will never leave-thee nor forſake 
thee, thy graces are ſecure in the. midſt of all the 
enemies... 
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REFLECTIONS. 


11. This ſoul of mine was once plowed 
up by conviction, and ſown (as I thought) The apeſ- 
with the ſeed of God. In thofe days ma- tate's reflec- 
ny purpoſes and good reſolutions began to 7:97, 
bud forth, promiſing a blefled harveſt : 
but oh ! (with what conſternation and horror ſhould I 
ſpeak it) the cares and pleaſures of this life, the luſts 
and corruptions of my baſe heart ſpringing up have 
quite deſtroyed and choaked it ; by which it appears it 
was not the ſeed of God, as I then imagined it to bez 
and now my expected harveſt ſhall be an heap in the 
day of grief and deſperate ſorrow, Ifa. xvii. 11. I had 
convictions, but they are gone ; troubles for fin, con- 
ſcience of duties, but all is blaſted, and my ſoul is now 
as a barren held, which God hath cuffed. 

Woe is me ! I have revolted from God, and now 
that dreadful word, Jer. xvii. 5—9. is evidently ful- 


ſe filled upon me; « For I am like the heath in the de= 
ic 8 © fart, that feeth not when good cometh ; my ſoul in- 
il © habits the parched places of the wilderneſs.” Alas ! 


all my formal and heartleſs duties were but as ſo man 
ſcare-crows in the field, which could not defend theſe 
ſlight workings from being devoured by the infernal 
owls. Had theſe principles been the ſeed of God, no 
doubt they would have continued and overcome the 
world, x John ii. 10. Wretched foul ! thy caſe is 
ad; it will be better with the uncultivated wilderneſs, 
than with ſuch a miſcarrying ſoul, unleſs the great huſ- 
bandman plow thee up the ſecond time, and ſow thy 
heart with better ſeed. 
2. And are the corruptions of my 
heart to grace, what fowls, weeds, and The careleſs 
mildews are to the corn? O what need ſouls refleft1on 
have L then to watch my heart and keep | 
It with all diligence : for in the life of that grace is i 
wrapt up the life of my ſoul, He that carries a candle i 
; oy 
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in his hand in a bluſtering ſtormy night, had need t9 
cover it cloſe, leſt it be blown out, and he left in 
darkneſs. O let me never fay, God hath promiſed it 
ſhall perſevere, and therefore I need not be fo {olicitoug 
to preſerve it; for as this inference is quite oppoſite 
to the nature of true grace and aſſurance, which never 
encourage to careleſsneſs, but provoke the foul to an 
induſtrious uſe of means to preſerve it ; ſo it is in it{clf 
an irrational and ſenſeleſs concluſion, which will never 
follow any ſcripture promiſe : for although it is readily 
gromeed, that God hath made many comfortable and 
weet promiſes to the graces of his people, yet we muſt 
expect to enjoy the benefits and bleſiings of all thoſe 
promiſes 4n that way and order in which God hath pro. 
miſed them ; and that is in the careful and diligent uſe 
of thoſe means which he hath preſcribed, Ezek. xxxvi. 
30, 37. For promiſes do not exclude, but imply the 
| uſe of means, Acts xxvii. 31. I know my life is de- 
F termined to a day, to an hour, and I ſhall live out every 
minute God hath appointed ; but yet, I am bound to 
provide food, raiment and phyſic to preſerve it. 
: To conclude, let all doubting Chri- 
The doubting ſtians reflect ſeriouſly upon this truth, 
Wm ſouÞs refleftion. and ſuck marrow and fatneſs out of it 
Nr toſtrengthen andeſtablith them agatnit 
- all their fears : youf life, your ſpiritual life, het tor 
many years hanged in ſuſpence before you ; aid you 
have often ſaid with David, I ſhall one day fall by the 
hand of Saul. Deſponding, trembling ſoul ! ]:t: up 
thine eyes, and look upon the fields ; the corn tvs 
ſtill, and grows up, though birds have watched to de- 
vour it ; ſnows have covered it, beaſts have cropped it, 
weeds have almoſt choaked it, yet it is preſerved. And 
hath not God more care of that precious ſeed of his own 
Spirit in thee, than any huſbandman hath of his corn! 
' Hath he not ſaid, «© "That having begun the good work 
F < in thee, he will perfect it to the day of Chriſt '” 
Phil. i. 6. Hath he not ſaid, I give unto them eternal 
life, and they ſhall never periſh ? John x. 28, _ | 
thou 
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thou not many times ſaid, and thought of it, as thou 
doſt now, and yet it lives ? O what matter of unſpeak- 
zble joy and comfort is this to upright ſouls! Well 
then, be not diſcouraged, for thou doit not run as one 
uncertain, nor fight as one that beats the air, 2 Cor. 
ix. 26, But the foundation of God ſtands ſure, hav- 
ing this ſeal, The Lord knows who are his, 2 I im. 11. 
9. Though thy grace be weak, thy God is firong ; 
though the ſtream ſeem ſometimes to fall, yet 'tis fed 
by an over-flowing fountain, 
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6 juſtly wonder*d, that an ear of corn 
Should come at laſt in fafety to the barn : 
It runs through many hazards, threat*ning harms, 

Betwixt the ſower's hands, and reaper's arms. 
The earth no ſooner takes it from the ſack, 

But you may ſee behind the ſower's back 

A troop of thieves, which would at once deſtroy 
That feed in which lies hid the ſeed of joy. 

This dang*rous period paſt, it ſoon doth fall 

Into a ſecond, no leſs critical. Ts 

It ſhooteth forth the tender blade, and then 

The noxious weeds endanger it again. 

Theſe claſp about it till they kindly choke 8 
The corn, as flatt'ring ivy doth the oak, \ 
Are weeds deſtroy'd, and all that danger paſt ? © 
Lo, now another comes, the worlt at laſt : 
For when i” th” ear it blows, begins to kern, 
A mildew ſmites it, which you can't diſcern, 
Nor any way prevent, till all be loſt, 


The corn'deftroyed, with all your hopes and coſt. 


Thus i 
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Thus ſaving grace, that precious ſeed of joy, 
Which hell and nature plot how to deſtroy, 
Eſcapes ten thouſand dangers firſt and laſt ; 
O who can ſay now, all the danger's paſt ? 
*Tis like a crazy bark toſt in a | an 
Or like a taper, which is ſtrangely borne 
Without a lanthorn in a bluſt*ring night, 
Or like.to glimm'ring ſparks, whoſe dying light 
. Is ſtill preſerv'd : the roaring waves ſwell high, 
Like moving mountains in the dark*ned ſky ; 
On their proud backs, the little bark is even 
.Mounted unto the battlements of heav'n ? 
From thence diſmounted, to the deeps doth ſlide, 
Receiving water upon every ide ; bo 
= Yet he, whoſe voice the proudeſt waves obey, 
W- Brings it at laſt unto the quiet key : 
= The bluſt ring winds ſtrive, with a fatal puff, 
To bring the taper to a ſtinking ſnuff: - 
Their churliſh blaſts extinguiſh it, and then 
Our gentle breath recovers it again : 
The fainting ſparks beneath the aſhes ly, 
Where, choak'd and ſmother'd, they begin to die ; 
But theſe collefted, we do gently blow, 
Till from faint ſparks to lively flames they grow. 
Even thus is grace preſerv'd, thus kept alive ; 
By conſtant wonders, grace doth live and thrive, 
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Upon tae patience of the Huſbandman for the harveit. 


Our huſband4men for harveſt wait and ſtay : 
O let not any ſaint as leſs than they ! 


OBSERVATION. 


HE expectation of a good harveit at lait, makes 
$- the huſbandman, with untired patience, to digeti 
all his labours. He that plows, plows in hope, 1 Cor. 
vi. I9, And they are not ſo irrational, to think they 
ſhall preſently be partakers of their hope ; or ſo fooliſh 
to anticipate the harveſt, by cutting down their corn 
before it be fully ripened; but are content to plow, 
low, and weed it ; and when it is fully ripe, then they 
g0 forth into their fields, and reap it down with joy. 


APPLICATION. 


D AN a little corn cauſe men to digeſt ſo many - 


A difficult Jabours, and make them wait with 1n- 
vincible patience till the reaping time come? Much more 
ſhould the expeation of eternal glory ſteel and fortify 
my {pirit againſt all intercurrent hard{hips and difficu]- 
ties, It leaſt of all becomes a Chriſtian to be of an 

| O haſty 
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haſty and impatient Spirit, © Light is ſown fer th 
« righteous, and j Joy for the upright in heart,” Paln 
XCil, IT, «© Behold the huſbandman waiteth, &c,” ſam, 
V. 7. © Pe patient therefore, my brethren, for the 
<« coming of the Lord draws near.” I here are thr 
great arguments to perſuace Chriſtians to a lon (uf. 
tering 2nd patient frame under ſufteringe. (1. J The 
xample cf Chriit, Ifa. liii. 7p. To think how quicth 
= ſuffered all injuries and dificulti-s with invincibh 
patience, is ſufficient to thame the beſt of Chriſtians 
who are of ſuch ſhort ſpirits. IT have read of one Fe. 
zarius, a nobleman, that when his wife wondered x 
18 exceedi 22 great patience jn bearing injurics, he thy 
anſwered her : You know ſometimes ny heart 1s read; 
to riſe with indignation againſt ſuch 2s wrong me ; but 
{ preſently begin to think of the wrongs that Chriſt fc 
tcr'd; and ſay tzus to myſcit ; Although thy fervant 
inould pluck thy beard, and finite thee on thy Fact 
this were nothing to what the Lord ſuffered ; he fif. 
tc red more and. greater things ; and aſfure yourſe; 
ite, I never leave off thinking on the injuries donet 
my davicur, till ſuch time as my mind be fi 2n 
quiet. To this purpoſe it was well noted by Bernar 
ineaking of Chritt's humiliation, was Chriſt the yp 
ot glory thus humbled and emptied of his full « 
giory? And ſhall ſuch a worm as I ſwell ? {2.) It 
Geſert of fin, Lam. iii. 39. © Why doth the livins md 
« complain ?” It was a good faying of the ble 
Greenham ; When fin lies heavy, atRiction lies light? 
And ſoit is a famous inſtance which Dr. Taylor gi gin 
of the Duke of Conde, © I have read, (faith he)» 
the Duke of Conde had voluntarily entered into A fi 
- commodities of a religious poverty and retirement; 
was one day ſpied and pitied by a Lord of Italy, wi 
out of tenderneſs, wiſhed Tho to be more careful : 
nutritive of his perſon. "The good Duke anſwer:d 
be not troubled, and think ak. that I am ill provid 
of conveniences ; for IT ſend an harbinger betore 
that makes ceady my lodgings, and takes care that] 
row 

. * Dr Taylor's great exemplar þ, 103- 
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rojally entertained. 'I he Lord aſked him, who was his 
harbinger ? He anſwered, the, knowledge of myſelf, and 
the conſideration of what I deſerve for my fins, which 
js eternal torments ;-and when with this knoveledee [ 
ative at my lodgings, how unprovided focver I find it, 
methinks it 1s better than I deferve.?” Ard as the fenf(- 
ol fing which merits hell, ſweetens preſent difficulties, 
ſo (to come home to the preſent ſimilitnge) do the ex- 
pectations and hopes of a blefſed harveit and reward in 
caven, Ibis made Abraham willing ro vander up 
and down many years as a ſtranger in the world ; for 
k:- looked for a city that hath foundations, whoſe builder 
and maker 1s 05d. - 

Thechopes of ſach a harveſt is excouragement cncuch 
to-work hard, and wait long : yet ſome Chriſtians are 
ſo1mpatient of it, that they * would fain be reaping be- 
fore the time : but as God hath, by an unalterable law 
of nature, appointed both the ſeaſons of feed-time and 
harveſt (which are therefore called the appainted weeks 
of the harveſt) Jer. v. 24. and theſe cannot be haſtened ; 
but when we have done all that we can on our part, 
muſt wait till God ſend the former and the latter rain, 
and give-every natural cauſe its efteCt : fo 1s it in rete- 
rence to our ſpiritual harveſt ; we are appointed to ſweat 
in the ufe of 'all God's appointments ; and when we 
have done al!, muſt patiently wait til] the divine decrees 
be accompliſhed, and the time of the promiſe be fully 
come ; ©< In due time we ſhall reap if we faint not.” 
To which patient expectation and quiet waiting for the 
tory to come, theſe following confiderations are of 
excellent uſe. 


I. As the huſbandman knows, when the feed-time. 


Is pait, it will not be long to the harveſt ; and the 
longer he waits, the nearer i! it is : fo the Chriſtian 
knows, © Tt is but yet a little while, and he that ſhall 
* come, will come, and will not tarry,” Heb. x. 37. 
* And that now his ſalvation is nearer than when he 
© firſt believed,” Rom. xiii. 11. What a ſmall point 
of time is our waiting-time, compared with eternity ? 
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Yet a few days mere, and then comes the long-expetcy 
and welcome harveit, | 
2. The huſbandman can fnd otter work to do, he. 
fore the repeating-time come ; he need not itand ide, 
though he cannot yet reap. And cannot a Chriſtian 
find any work to do for God, till he come to heaven ? 
() there is much work to do, and ſuch work as is only 
proper to this ſeaſon! You may now reprove fin, ehort 
to duty, ſuccour the diſtreſled ; this 15 good work, and 
this is your only time for ſuch work ; the whole of 
eternity will be taken up in other employments, « 
« think it meet (faith Peter) as long as I am in this 
« tabernacle, to ftir up your minds, knowing fhort!y 
« that I muſt put off this tabernacle,” 2 Pet. 1. 13, 14. 
9. 4. I know I have but a little time to work among 
you ; I am almoit as heaven ; and therefore am willing 
to huſband this preſent moment- as well as I can for 
you. O Chriſtians ! you need: not ſtand idle ; lcok 
round about you upon the multitude of forlorn ſinners; 
ſpeak now to them for God; ſpeak now to God for 
WW them ; for ſhortly you ſhall ſo ſpeak no more ; you 
= hall ſee them no more till you ſee them at Chriſt's bar ; 
WW Cod leaves you here for their ſakes, up and be doing : 
WW if you had done all you were to do for yourſelves and 
WW them, he would have you to heaven immediately ; you 
WH ſhould not wait a moment longer for your glory. 

WH 2. Huſbandmen know, tough they cannot yet ga- 
W ther in the precious fruits of the earth, yet all this 
W: while they are ripening and preparing for the harveſt ; 
WF they would not houſe it green, or take it before its time, 
WF And 1s not this alſo my preparation-time for glory ! {5 
WH God prepared heaven tor his people, by an eternal de- 
WW cree, Mat. xxv. 34. by an act of creation, Heb. xi. 19. 
I: the death of Chriſt, which mace a purchaſe of it, Heb. 
FX. 19, 20. and by his aſcenſion into it, John xiv. 2, 3 
i}: So the reaſon why we are kept here, is in order to our 
fitting for it. Heaven is ready, but we are not fully 
ready ; the barn 1s fit to receive the corn, but the corn 
ws not fit to be gathered into it. «& But for this ba 
| «K ſam? 
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« fame thing God is now working us,” 2 Cor. v. 5. 
he is every day at work, by ordinances, and by provi- 
dences, to perfect his work in us; and as ſoon as that 
is iniſhed, we ſhall hear a voice like that, Rev. xi. 12. 
« Come up hither, and immediately we ſhall be in the 
« ſpirit ; for how ardently ſoever we long for that de- 
frable day, Chriſt longs tor it more than we can do. 

4. The huſbandman is glad of the firſt-fruits ; that 
encourages him, though the greateſt part be yet out: 
and have not you received the firſt-fruits of that glory ? 
Have you not earneſts, pledges, and firſt-fruits of it? 
'Tis your own fault, if every day you feed not upon : 
ſuch bleſſed comforts of the ſpirit, Rom. viii. 23. Rom. 
v, 2, I Pet. viii. 9. O how might the interpoling time, 
even all the days of your patience here, be ſweetened 
with ſuch prelibations of the glory to come ! 

5. Huſbandmen know *'tis beſt to reap, when *tis fit 
toreap ; one handful fully ripe, is worth many ſheaves 
of green corn. And you know, -heaven will be ſweeteſt 
to you when you are fitteſt for it; the child would pluck. 
the apple whilſt it is green, but he might gather it 
eaſter, and taſte it ſweeter, by tarrying longer for it. 
We would fain be glorified per /altum. When we 
have got a taſte of heaven, we are all in haſte to be gone. 
Then, O that I had wings as a dove | I would fly away 
andbe at reſt. - "Then we cry to God for ourſelves, as 
Moſes for his fiſter Miriam, « Heal her (now) O God, 
« I beſeech thee !”” Numb. xii. 13. - Glorify me now, - 
O Lord, I pray thee ! But, ſurely, as God hath con- - 
trved thy:glory in the beſt of ways, ſo he hath appoint- 
ed for thee the fitteſt of ſeaſons ; and whenever thou : 
art gathered in to glory, thou ſhalt come as a ſhock. of 
corn in-its ſeaſon. 
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I have waited for thy ſalvation, O 
ol ! Having received thy firſt fruits, - The longing 
my ſoul longs to fill his boſom with the ſoul's refledtion. . 
full ripe ſheaves of glory; © As the 
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< hart panteth after the water-brooks, ſo panteth my 
©&« ſoul for thee, O God!” O when ſhall I come ang 
appear before God ! 1 defire to be diſfolved, and to be 
with Chriſt! When ſhall I ſee that moſt lovely face ? 
When ſhall I hear his ſoul tranſporting voice | Some 
need patience to die ; I need it as much to Jive, Ih 
fights, O God, by faith, have made this world a bur. 
then, this body a burthen, and this ſoul to cry, like 
thirſty David, O that one would. give me of the wa. 
ters of Bethlehem to drink ! 'I he huſbandman longs for 
his harveſt, becauſe it is the reward of all his toil and 
labour. But what is his harveſt to mine? What is v 
little corn to the enjoyment of God ? What is the joy 
of harveſt to the joy of heaven ? What are the ſhout. 
ings of men in the helds to the acclamations of glori- 
fied ſpirits in the. kingdom of God ? Lord, I have gone 
forth, bearing -more precious ſeed than they ; win 
ſhall I return rejoicing, bringing my ſheaves with me ? 
'Fheir harveſt comes when they receive their corn; 
mine comes when I leave it. O much-defired harveſt! . 
O day of the gladneſs of my heart ! How Long, Lord! 
how long ! Here I wait as the poor man at Bethſaida's 
pool, looking when my turn will come, but every one 
iteps into heaven before me ; yet, Lord, I am content 
to wait till my time 1s fully come : I would be content 
to ſtay for my glorification ; *till I have finiſhed the 
work of my generation; and when I have done the 
will of God, then to receive the promiſe, It you have 
any work on-earth, to uſe me in, 1 am content to 2- 
bide: behold, the huſbandman waiteth, and fo wil 1; 
for thou art a God of judgment ; and bleſſed are 3 
they that wait for thee, | | 
| | But how doth my ſlothful ſoul tink 
_ The linger- down into the fleſh, and ſettle itfeli in 
ing ſoul's re- the love of this animal life ? How doth 
fieftion. it hug and wrap up itſelt in the garment 
of this mortality, not defiring to be rc- 
moved hence to the more perfect and bleſſed Rate ! 
The huſbandman is indeed content to ſtay till the ap- 
| pointed 
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pointed weeks of the harveſt ; but would he be content 
to wait always? O my ſenſual heart! is this life of 

hope as contentful to thee, as the life of viſion will be? 

Why doſt thou not groan within thyſelf, that this mor- | 
tality might be ſwallowed up of life? Doth not the 

ſcripture deſcribe the faints by their earneſt looking for 
the mercy of our Lord Jeſus unto eternal life ? Fas 
21. © By their haftening unto the coming. of the day 
« of God,” 2 Pet. iti. 12. What is the matter, that 
my heart hangs back? Doth guilt lie upon my conſci- 
ence ? Or, have I gotten into a pleaſant condition in 
the world, which makes me ſay as Peter on the mount, 
It is 200d to be here? Or want I the aſlurance of a 
better ſtate ? Muſt God make all my earthly comforts 
die, before I ſhall be willing to die ? Awake faith, a- 
wake my love ; beat up the drowſy defires. of my ſoul, 


that I may ſay, Make hafte my beloved, and come 
away, | | 


The  P O'E M. 


The fruit of what he ſows, 

lll every cauſe have its eftects, 

And then he reaps and mows : 
He works in hope the year throughout, 

And counts no labour loſt, 
If, when the ſeaſon comes about, 

His harveſt quits his coſt. 
This rare example juſtly may 

Rebuke and put to ſhame 

y foul ; which ſows. its ſeed one day, 
And looks to reap the ſame. 


N O prudent huſbandman expects | 
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W 1s curſed Nature now became 
| $0 kind a foil to Grace, 
| { That to perfection it ſhould come : 


Within ſo ſhort a ſpace ? 

= Grace ſprings not up with ſpeed and eaſe, :. 

| | Like muſhrooms in a night ; 

= But rather, by degrees increaſe, -. 

| As doth the morning-light. 

Is corn ſo dear to huſbandmen ? 

= Much more is heaven to me. 

# Why ſhould not I have patience, then, . 

To wait as well as he? 

| To promiſes, appointed years, 

= By God's decrees, are ſet; 

Wy 1 heſe once expir'd, beyond its fears. 
My ſou! ſhall quickly get. 

How ſmall a part of haſty time, . 
Which quickly will expire, 

Doth me within this world confine, . 
And then comes my deſire. 


; | 
| | | 
| Come, Lord ! how long my ſoul hath gaſp'd *? 
= Faith my atteCtion warms ; 

WO when ſhall my poor ſoul be claſp'd 

1 In its Redeemer's arms ! 

| The time ſeems long ; yet here I'll lie, 
| ?Till thou, my God, do call : 

| It is enough, eternity 

nr Will make amends for all.. . 
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CHAP; AV; 


Upon the Harveſt-Seaſon. 


Corn fully ripe, 1s reap'd, and gather'd im ; 
S9 muſt yourſelves, when ripe in grace, or fin. 


OBSERVATION. 


HEN the fields are white to harveſt, then 
huſbandmen walk through them, rub the 
ears ; and fhnding the grain full and folid, they preſently 
prepare their ſcythes and fickles ; ſend for their harveſt- 
men, who quickly reap and mow them down ; and after 
thefe follow the binders, who tie it up ;. from the held, 
where it grew, it 1s carried to the barn, where it 1s 
tireſhed out 3 the good grain gathered into an heap, 
tie chaff ſeparated and burnt, or thrown to the dung- 
bil, How bare and naked do the fields look after har- 
relt, which before were pleaſant to behold ? When the 
larveſt-men enter into the field, it is {to allude to that, 
Joel 11, 3.) before them, like the garden of Eden, and 
behind them a deſolate wilderneſs ; and, in ſome pla- 
ces, "tis uſual to ſet fire to the dry ſtubble, when the ? 
corn 1s houſed ; which rages furiouſly, and covers it all | 


With aſhes, 
AP- 
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HE application of this, I and made to my hands 
by Chriſt himſelf, in Matth. vit. 38, 39. «© The 
© field is the world; the good ſeed are the children 
= © of the kingdom ; the tares are the children of the 
| wicked one ; the enemy that ſowed them is the de- 
vil; the harveſt is the end of the world ; the reapers 
are the angels.” E | 
The-held'is the world : there both the godly and un-- 
godly live and grow together, *ti!Þ they be both ripe ; 
| and then they ſhall both be reaped down by death : 
| death is the fickle, that reaps down both. T will open 
W this allegory in the following particulars : ® oh 
'1 I. In a catching harveſt, when the huſbandman ſces- 
7 the clouds begin to gather, and grow black, he hurries 
| in his corn with all. poſſible haſte, and houſes it day-and 
8 night... | | 
= So doth God, the great huſbandman ; he hurries the 
o ſaints into their graves, when judgments are coming. 
= upon the world, Ifa. Ivii. 1. © The righteous periſh, 
© and no man layeth it to heart ; and merciful men are 
= << taken away, none conſidering that the righteous are 
<< taken away from the evil to come.”?. Methuſclah 
WT died the year before the flood, Auguſtine a little before ' 
WL the ſacking of Hippo, Pareus juſt before the taking ot 
mY Heidelberg, Luther a little before. the wars broke out 
Wi in, Germany : But, what ſpeak I of ſingle faints-? Some- 
W! times the Lond houſes great numbers-together, before 
WW ſome ſweeping judgment 'comes.:. How- many bright. 
WH and glorious Bk did ſet almoſt together, within thc 
Wt compals of a few years, to! the aſtoniſhment of many 
| wiſe and tender. hearts in England ? T find ſome of them 


| | thus ranked in a funeral elegy: - 


The learned T wiſe went firſt (it was his right) 

\ Then holy Palmer, Burroughs, Love, Gouge, W hite, 
Hill, Whitaker, grave Gitaker and ſtrong, 
Perne, Marfhal, Robinſon, all gone along. 


I have 


; 
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I have not nam'd them half; their only Arife 

Hath been (of late) who ſhould firſt part with life, 
Theſe few who yet ſurvive, fick of this age, 

Long to have done their parts, and leave the ſtage. 


The Lord ſees it better for them to be under —m_ 
than above ground ; and, therefore, by a merciful pro- 
vidence, ſets them out of harm's way. 

2. Neither the corn, or tares, can poſlibly reſiſt the 
ſharp and keen ſickle, when *tis applied to them by the iſ 
reaper's hand ; neither can the godly or ungodly refilt 
the ſtroke of death, when God inflicts it, Feel. viii. 8. xz 
« No man can keep alive his own ſoul in the day of } 

_ « deathz and there is no diſcharge in that war.” The q 
frail body of mar? is as unable to withitand that ſtroke 
as the weak reeds or feeble ftalks of the corn, are toll 
refiſt the keen ſcythe and ſharp ſickle. 

3. The reapers receive the wheat, which they cut 
down, in their arms and boſom. Hence that Kr Fi 
lon, by way of imprecation upon the wicked, Palm 

CxXiX. 7, © Let them be as.the graſs upon the houſe- q | 
« top, which withers .before it grows up ; wherewithi 
« the mower filleth not his hand, nor he that bindeth 

« ſheaves, his boſom.” Such withered grals* are thei 

wicked, who are never taken into the reaper's boſom [ 
but as ſoon as faints are cut down by death, they al 
into the hands and-boſoms of the angels of God, whoa 
bear them in their arms and boſoms to God their fa-J / 
ther, Luke xvi. 22. For look, as theſe bleſſed ſpirits 
did exceedingly rejoice at their converſion, Luke xv. 
10, and thought it no diſhonour to miniſter to them. 
whilſt they ſtood in the field, Heb. i. 14. So wher 
they are cut down by death, they will .rejoice to bil |; 
their convoy to heaven. | 
4. When the corn and weeds are reaped or mowei 
down, they ſhall never grow any niore in that field: 
neither ſhall we ever return :to live an animal life an 
more after death, Job. vii. 9, 10. © As the -loud x} 
« conſumed, and vaniſheth away ; fo he that goet! i 


"1 


= — 


y 
1 


| - grace or wickedneſs, vaints are not reaped down 'ti|| 


my *< for glory. 


 « full.” And of Babylon it is ſaid, Jer. li. 13. <0 


« their wickedneſs is great.” Where note, finnets 


— 
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«down to the grave, ſhall come up no more ; he ſh; 
<« return no more to his houſe, neither ſhall his plac, 
« know him any more.” 

Laftly, (to come home to the particular ſubjeCt of 
this chapter) the reapers are never ſent to cut down the 
harveſt *till it be fully ripe ; neither will God reap down 
ſaints or ſinners till they be come to a maturity «f 


their grace is ripe, Job v. 26. ©& "Thou ſhalt cour 
« to thy grave ina full age, as a ſhock of corn cometh 
© in, in1ts feaſon.” © Not that every godly man dies 
© in ſucha full old age, (faith Mr Caryl on that place) 
© but yet, in one ſenſe it 1s an univerſal truth, and ever 
« fulfilied ; for whenſoever they die, they die in a c00d 
© age; yea, though they die in the ſpring and flower 
© of their youth, they die in a good old age; (4. -.) 
< they are ripe for death whenever they die. When. 
© ever a godly man dies, *tis harveſt-time with him, 
< though in a natural capacity he be cut down while he 
£ is green, and cropped in the bud of bloſfom ; yet in 
© his ſpiritual capacity, he never dies before he be ripe: 
© God ripens him ſpeedily, when he intends to take 
©him out of the world ſpeedily ; he can let out ſuch 
© warm rays and beams of his ſpirit upon them, as ſhall 
© ſoon maturate the ſeeds of grace into a preparedneſs 


. The wicked alſo have their ripening-time for hell 
and judgment : God doth with much long-ſuftering 
endure the veſſels of wrath, prepared for deſtruction.— 
Of their ripeneſs for judgment the Scriptures often ſpeak, 
Gen. xv. 16. © The ſin of the Amorites is not yet 


« thou that dwelleft upon many waters ! thine end 1 
« come, and the meaſure of thy covetouſneſs.”” 

'Tis worth remarking, that the meaſure of the {in, 
and the end of the ſinner, come together. So Joel ill 
13. © Put ye inthe ſickle, for the harveſt of the carti 
« js ripe; for the preſs is full, the fats overflow ; io! 


are 


RY 
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are not cut down *till they be ripe and ready. Indeed, 
they are never ripe for death, nor ready for the grave ; 
that is, fit to die : yet they are "my ripe for wrath, 
and ready for hell before they die. ow as huſband- 
men judge of the ripeneſs of their harveſt, by the co- 
lour and hardneſs of the orgy ; ſo may we judge of the Mi 
ripeneſs both of ſaints and {inners, for heaven or holly; »» 
by theſe following 11gns. | | © BY 
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Three figns of the maturity of grace. 


L. HEN the corn is near ripe, it bows the 
head and ſtoops lower than when it was - 
reen. When the people of God are near ripe for 
Bren, they grow more humble and felf-denying, tnan 
in the days of their firſt profefſion. "The longer a faint 
zrows in the world, the better he is {till acquainted 
with his own heart, and his obligations to God ; both 
which are very humbling things. Paul had one foot in 
heaven, when he called himſelf the chiefeſt of finners, 
and leaſt of ſaints, 1 Tim. 1. 15. Eph. in. 8. A Chriſ- 
tian in the progreſs of his knowledge and grace, is 
lize a veſſel caſt into the ſea, tae raore it tills, the 
deeper it ſinks. © "Fhole that went to itudy at Athens 
« (1aith Plutarch) at firit coming ſeemed to taemſelves 
« to be wiſe men ; afterwards ouly lovers of wiſdom, 
* and after that, only ractoricians, ſuch as could ſprak 
* of wiſdom, but knew little of it, and laſt of all, ;de-. 
© ots 1n their own apprehenfions ; {till, with the in- 
* creaſe of learning, laying aſide their pride and ar- 
* rOgancy.”” - | 
2, When harveſt is nigh, the grain is more ſolid and 
ity than ever it was before; green corn is ſoft and 
Ipungy, bur ripe corn is tubſtantial and weighty : fo it. 
$ with Chriſtians ; the aftettions of a young Cariſtian 
terhaps are more ferverous and ſprizhtly ; but thoſe of 


th WF £2wn Chriſtian are more judicious and ſolid ; their 
for WR'© to Chriſt abounds more and more in all judgment, 


Fil, i. 9, The limbs of a chuld are more ative and 
Þ | pilable ; 
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gaviit were anticipate the harveſt-man, and calls upon 
him to put in the ſickle. 
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pliable ; but as he grows up to a perfect ſtate, the part 
are more conſolidated and firmly Ee, The fingers «f 
an old muſician are not fo nimble, but he hath a more 
judicious ear in muſic than in his youth, 

3. When corn is dead, it 1s apt to fall of its own 
accord to the ground, and there ſhed ; whereby it doth 


Not unlike to which are the 
lookings and longings, the haſtenings of ready Chriſti. 
ans to their expected glory ; they haiten to the Coming 
of the Lord, or, as Montanus more hitly renders it, 
they haſten the coming of the Lord ; (1. e.) they are 
urgent and inſtant in their deſires and cries to haſten 
his coming ; their deiires ſally forth to meet the Lord; 
they willingly take death by the hand; as the corn 
bends to the earth, ſo do theſe fouls to heaven : This 
{hows their harvelt to be near. | 


Six ſigns of the maturity of ſin. 


T HEN ſinners are even dead ripe for hell, theſe 

ſigns appear upon them ; or by thele, at leaf}, 

you may conclude thoſe ſouls not to be far from wrath, 
upon whom they appear. 

I. When conſcience is waſted, and grown palt feel- 
ing, having no remorſe for ſin ; when it ceaſes to check, 
reprove, and {mite for fin any more, the day of that 
ſinner is at hand, his harveſt is even come, The great- 
eſt violation of conſcience is the greateſt of fins ; this 
was the caſe of the forlorn Gentiles, among whom d:ta 
hath ſuch a plentiful harveſt ; the patience of God {ui- 
fered them to grow till their conſcitences were growl 
ſeared and paſt feeling, Eph. iv. 19. When a memn- 
ber is ſo mortified, that if you lance and cut it ne 
ſo much, no freſh blood, or quick fleſh appears, 10! 
doth the man feel any pain in all this, then *tis time t0 
cut it off. | 

2,, When 
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2, When men give themſelves over to the ſatisfac- 
tion of their luſts, to commit ſin with greedineſs, then 
are they grown to a maturity of fin ; when men have 
flipped the reins of conſcience, and ruſh headlong into 
all impiety, then the laſt ſands of God's patience are 
running down. Thus Sodom and Gomorrah, and the 


to wickedneſs and ſtrange fins ; and thenjuſtice quickly 
cave them up for an example, ſufrering tae veng.a.nce of 
cternal fre. 

3. That man is cven ripe for hell, that is become a 
contriver of fin, a deligner, a ſtudent in wickedneſs, 
One would think it ſtrange, that any man ſhould ſet his 
invention on work upon ſuch a ſubject as fin is, that 
any ihould ſtudy to become a dexterous artiſt this way! 
and yet the Scripture frequently ſpeaks of ſuch, © whoſe 
« bellies prepare deceit,” Job xv. 35. © Who travail in 
« pain to bring forth” this deformed birth, ver. 20. 
« Who wink with their eyes,” whilſt plodding wicked- 
neſs, as men uſed to do whea they are moſt intent upon 
the ſtudy of the knotty problem, Prov. vi. 12. Theſe 
have ſo much of hell already in them, that they are 

more than half in hell already. 
| 4. He that of a forward profeſſor is turned a bitter 
perſecutor, is alſo within a few rounds of the top of 
the ladder ; the contempt of their light the Lord hath 
already puniſhed upon them, in their obduracy and 
madneſs againſt: the light. Reader, if thou be gone 
taus far, thou art almoſt gone beyond all hope of reco- 
very, Towards other {nners God uſually exerciſes 


Wha Indao cum tutor to bis Lord, he is" oiickly 
lent to his own place, Such as are again etitangled 
and overcome of thoſe Juſts they once ſeemed to have 
clean eſcaped, theſe bring upon themſelves ſwift dam- 


J—20. 
5. He that can endure no reproof or controul in the 

ne way of his ſi | 
y of is fin, but derides all counſel, and, like a 


F2 ſtrong 


cities about them, in like manner gave themſelves over, 


more patience, but with ſuch he takes ſhort work... 


nation, and their judgment lingers not, 2 Pet. i. . 


|! hath been an unkind ſoil, which hath kept it back 


| - - it grows on, though by flow degrees ; and from the 
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ſtrong current, rages atz and ſweeps away all obſtaele; 
In his way, will quickly fall into the dead lake. Proy, 
XXIV. I, © He that being often reproved, hardneth his 
« neck, ſhall ſudcenly be deſtroyed, and that without 
« remedy.” "This 1s a death-ſpot, a hell-fpot, whercyer 
it appears. From this very ſymptom the prophet plainly 
predicted the approaching ruin of Amazia, 2 Chron, 
xXv, 16, © 1] know that God hath determined to de- 
« ftrov thee, becauſe thou haſt done this, and hat 
« not hearkened to my voice.” He that will not be 
- timely courfei;:d, ſhall be quickly deſtroyed. 

Laſtly, When a man comes to glory in his fin, and 
boaſt of his wickedneſs, then 'tis time to cut him down, 
« whoſe-end is deſtruction, whoſe glory is in their 
« ſhame,” Phil. iii. 19. This is a braving, a daring 
of God to his face; and with whomſoever he bears 
long, to be ſure-theſe are none of them. 

You-ſee now what are the ſigns of a full ripe ſinner; 
and when it comes to this, either with a nation, or 
with a ſingle perſon, then ruin 1s near, Joel 111. 13. 
Gen. 'xv. 16. It is in the filling up of the meaſure of 
fin, as in the filling up of a veſle] caſt into the ſea, 
which rolls from fide to fide, taking in . the water by 
little and little t:1] it be full, and then down it f:n«s to 
| "the bottom. Mean while, admirable is divine patience, 
| which bears with theſe veſſels of wrath, whiltt fitting 
! +for deſtruction ! 


REFLECTIONS. 


Ne 1... Cheer . thyſelf, O my foul! 
| The reflethun 7 wits 3he heart-ſftrengthening be 
' orowing Chriſtian. of this divine meditation. 24 
| faith turn every drop of this truth 
| . into a ſoul-reviving cordial. God hath ſown the pre- 
 cious ſeed of grace upon my-ſoul.; and though my heart 


- and much hindered its growth, yet bleſſed be the Lord! 


ſpringing 


J 
J 


The Heavenly Uſe of Earthly Things. 173 
ſpringing of the ſeed, and ſhooting forth of thoſe gra- 


cious habits, I may conclude an approaching harveſt : 
Now is my falvation nearer than when I believed ; eve- 
ry day I come nearer to my ſalvation, Rom. xili. IT. 

that every day I were more active for the God of my 
falvation ! Grow on, my ſoul, and add to thy faith 
virtue, and to thy virtue knowledge, &c. Grow on 
from faith to faith ; keep thyſelf under the "ripening 
influences of heavenly ordinances : "The fafter thou i 
groweſt in grace, the ſooner thou ſhalt be reaped down WW 
in mercy, and bound up in the bundle of life, 1 Sam. WW 
xXVv. 29. I have not yet attained the meaſure and pro- 
portion of grace aſſigned. to me, neither am I already | 
perfect, but am reaching forth to the things before me, 
and prefling towards the mark for the prize of my hea- 
venly calling, Phil. iii. 12, 13. O mercy to be ad- W 
mired | that I, who lately had one foot in hell, ftand WM 
now with one foot in heaven. 

2, But the caſe is far different 
with me ; whilſt others are ripe- The reflection of the 
ning apace for heaven, I am decaying Chriſtian. 
withering ; many a ſoul plowed 


up by. conviction, and ſowed by ſanCikeation long [| 


after me, hath quite over. topped, and out-grown me ; 
my ſweet and early. bloſſoms are nipped and. blown oft, 
my bright morning overcaſt and, clouded ; had I kept 
on according to the rate of. my firſt growth, I had ei- 
ther now been in heaven, or at leaſt on the ſuburbs of 
it on earth ; but my graces wither -and languiſh, my 
heart contracts. and cools to heavenly things ; the ſun 
and rain of ordinances and providences improve not my 
graces : how ſad therefore 1s the ſtate of my ſoul ! 

- 3. Thy caſe, O declining faint, * Ay 

is ſad! but not like mine: thine The reflefin of a 
is but a temporary remiſſion of. hardening ſinner. - 
the afts of grace, which is re-. 

coverable ; but I. am judicially hardening, and © trea- 
*{uring up to myſelf wrath againſt the By of wrath,” 
Rom, 1. 5. Time was, when I had ſome tender ſenſe of . M 
mY fin 
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fin, when I could mourn and grieve for it : now I hay 
none at all : my heart is grown ſtupid and. ſottiſh, 
' Time was, when I had ſome conſcientious care of duty; 
and my heart would ſmite me. for. the neglect of it ; but 
now none at all, wretched fſoul.; .what wilt thou do? 
"Thou art gone far, indeed, a few ſteps further will put 
.thee beyond hope ; hitherto I [ſtand in: the field ; the 
'lon "lfering God doth yet ſpare me.; yea ſpare me, 
while he hath cut down many of my companions in fin 
round about me. What doth this admirable patience, 
this long-ſufftering, drawn out to a wonder, ſpeak con- 
.cerning me | doth it not tell me, that the .Lord is not 
willing I ſhould periſh, but rather.come. to 'repentance! 
2 Fet. iii. 9. And what argument .is ;like his pity and 
patience, to lead a ſoul to repentance ? Rom. 11. 4. 0 
that I may not fruſtrate at laſt the end of a long-ſufter. 
Ing God, left he proportion the degree of his wrath, ac- 
cording to. the length of his patience ! 


HEN fields are white, to harveſt forth we go 

Y With ſcythes and ſickles to reap down and moy, 
Down go the laden ears fiat to the ground, 

Which thoſe that follow having ftitch'd and bound, 
FI is carried home unto the barn, and fo 
'The helds are rid where Jately corn did grow. 
This world's the field, and they that dwell therein 
The corn and tares which long have ripening been: 
Angels the reapers, and the judgment-day 
'The time of harveſt, when, like corn bw | hay, 
The fading flowers of earthly glory muſt 
Be mowed down, and levell'd with the duſt : 
'The barns are heaven and hell, the time draws nigh, 


When tzrough the dark*ned clouds, and troubled hh 
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The Lord ſhall break; a dreadful trumpet ſhall 
[Sound to the dead ; the ſtars from heaven fall ; 

The rolling ſpheres with horrid flames ſhall burn 
And then the tribes on earth ſhall wail and mourn. 
The judgment ſet, before Chriſt's awful throne 
All fleſh ſhall be conven'd, and ev'ry one 
Receive his doom ; which done, the juſt ſhall be 
Bound in life's bundle, even as you ſee 

The full ripe ears of wheat bound up, and borne 
In ſheaves with joy into the owner's barn. 

This done, the angels next in bundles bind 

The tares together ; as they had combin'd, 

In aQting ſin, ſo now their lot muſt be 

To burn together in one*miſery. 

Drunkards with drunkards pinion'd, ſhall be ſent 
To hell together in one regiment. 

Adulterers and ſwearers there ſhall lic 

In flames amongſt their old ſociety. 

0 dreadful howlings ! O the hideous moans 

Of fetter'd ſinners ! O the tears ! the groans! 
The doleful lamentation as they go 

Chain'd faſt together to one place of woe | 

The world thus clear'd, as fhelds when harveſt's in, 
Shall be no more a ſtage for aCting fin. 

With purify'd flames it ſhall be burn'd, 

Its ſtately fabricks into aſhes turn'd. 

Ceaſe then, my ſoul, to dote on or admire 

This ſplendid world, which is reſerv'd for fire. 
Decline the company of ſinners here, 

As thou wou'dſt not be ſhackled with them there. 


- Ge ee i ng _ 
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CTEAP. XVL 
Upon the care of huſbandmen to provide for winter, 


Your winter ftore in ſummer you provide : 


To Chriſtian prudence this muſt be apply'd. 


OBSERVATION. 


OOD huſbands are careful in ſummer to pro- 
' vide for winter ; then they gather in their winter 
ſtore : food and fewel for themſelves, 'and fodder for 


| their cattle, © He that gathers in ſummer, is a wiſe 


« fon; but he' that ſleepeth in harveſt, is a fon that 
« cauſeth ſhame,” Prov. x. 5. A well=choſen ſeafon 


* 1s the greateſt advantage to an'aCtion 3 which, as its 


ſeldom found in haſte, ſoit is often loft by delay. "Tis 
a good proverb which the frugal Dutch have among 
them : Bonus ſervatius faciet bonum bonifacium, * A 
© good faver will make a good benefaftor.” And, 'tis 
a good proverb of our own, He that neglects the occa- 
ſion, the occaſion will neglect him. he huſbandmen 
know that ſummer will not hold all the year ; neither 
will my truſt to the hopes of a mild and favourabl 
winter, but in ſeaſon provide for the worſt, 


APPLI 
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APPLICATION. 


rF HAT excellent Chriſtians ſhould we be, were 

we but as provident and thoughtful for our 
fouls ? *T's doubtleſs a ſingular point of Chriſtian wiſ- 
dom, to foreſee a day of ſpiritual ſtraights and neceſſ- 
ties ; and, during the day of grace, to make proviſion 
for it, This great goſpel-truth is excellently ſhadowed 
forth in this natural obſervation, which 1 ſhall branch 
out into theſe ſeven particulars. | ; 
1, Huſbandmea know there is a change and vicifſi- 
tude of ſeaſons and weather ; though it be pleaſant 
ſummer weather now, yet winter will tread upon the 
heel of ſummer : froſts, ſnows, and great falls of rain 
muſt be expected. This alternate courſe of ſeaſons, in 
nature, is ſettled by a firm law of the God of nature, 
to the end of the worid, Gen. viii. 22. « Whilſt the 
«earth remaineth, ſeed-time and harveſt, cold and 
« heat, winter and ſummer, day and night, ſhall not 
© ceale.:” 


And Chriſtians know, that there are changes in the 


ritual ſeaſons. If there be a ſpring time of the goſpel, 
there will be alſo an Axtrmn; if a day of profperity, 
it will ſet in a night of adverſity; © for God tath fet 
« the one over againſt the other,” Ecclef. vii. 14. In 
heaven there,is a day of everlaſting ſerenity : in hell a 
night of perfect endleſs horror and darkneſs ; on earth, 
light, and darkneſs take their turns, profÞpyrney and 
adverſity, even to ſouls as well as bodies, fucceed each 
"ther. If there be a goſpel-day, a day of grace now 


alk. V, 


2. Common prudence and experience enable the 
huſbandman, in the midſt of ſummer, to foreſee a win- 
ter, and provide for it before he feel it ; yea, natural 
nitin& teacheth this to the very birds of the air, and 
veaſts of the field, | 

And 


right-hand of the moſt High, in reference to their ſpi- 


won nt giG; $4; $277*4ts "Pod and Jete roMtonatian, Aen. | 
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And ſpiritual wiſdom ſhould teach Chriſtians to ex. 
erciſe their foreſecing faculties, and not ſufter them to 
feel evil before they fear it. But, oh, the ſtupiſying 
nature of ſin! "Though the ſtork in the heavens knozs 
her appointed time, and the turtle, crane and {walloy 
the time of their coming, yet man, whom God hath 
made witcr than the fowls of the air, in this, acts quite 
below them, Jer. viii. 7. | 

3: The end of God's ordaining a ſummer-ſeaſon, and 
ſending warm and pleaſant weather, is to ripen the fruits 
of the earth, and give the huſbandman ft opportunity to 
gather them in, | 
- And God's deſign in giving men a day of grace, is 
to furniih them with -an opportunity for the everlaſtin 
happineſs and falvation of their ſouls ; Rev. 1. 21. ©] 
« gave her a ſpace to repent.” It is not a mere re- 
prieval of the ſoul, or only a delay of the execution 
of threatened wrath, though there be much mercy 
in that; but the peculiar aim of this patience and 
bounty of God, is to open for them a way to eſcaye 
the wrath to come, © by leading them to repentance,” | 
Rom. 11. 4. 2; | 

' 4. The huſbandman doth not find all harveſt fea- 
ſons alike favourable ; ſometimes they have much fair 
weather, and meet with no hinderance in their bull- 
neſs ; other times *tis a catching harveſt, but now and 
_ a fair day, and then they muſt be nimble, or alls 

oft. 

'There is alſo a great difference in ſoul-ſeaſons ; ſome 
have had a long and fair ſeaſon of grace, a hundred 
and twenty years did God wait upo:. the old world in 

1- minftry of Nozh, Long did God wait 9N 5712 gan- 

Ying Ifraclites, Ta, xii. 4646.7 have @ Tong me 
« held my peace; I have been ſtill, 21d refrained 
« myſelf.” Others have a ſhort and catching fez- 
fon, all lies upon a day, upon a nick of time, ACts 
XAvVii. 30, TH, 

5. A proper ſeaſon neglected, and loſt, 1s irrecove- 
| rable, Many things in huſbandry muſt þe done 1n their 


ſeaſon 


1 
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not, and ſow not, in the proper ſeaſon, he loſes the 
harveſt of that year. 


ed, and grace deſpiſed, in the ſeaſon when God offers 
them, are irrecoverably loſt, Prov..i. 28. Then (that 
is when the ſeaſon is over) they thall call upon me, but 
I will not hear. Oh! there is a great Gdeal of time in 
a thort opportunity ; that may be done, or prevented 
in an hour rightly timed, which cannot be done, or 
prevented, in a man's life-time afterwards. There 
was one reſolved to kill Julius Czar ſuch a day ; the 
night before, a friend ſent him a letter, to acquaint him 
with it : but he being at ſupper, and buſy in diſcourſe, 
faid, to-morrow 1s a new day; and indeed it was dies 
noviſſima, © his laſt day to him.” Whence it became 
a proverb in Greece, '['o-morrow is a new day. Our 


little of the ſand of God's patience 15 yet to run down; 
but this is certain, when that glaſs is. run, there 1s no- 
thing to be done for our ſouls, Luke xix. 42. « O that 
« thou hadit known, at leaſt, in this thy day the things 
« that belong to thy peace ; but now they are hid from 
« thine eyes.” | 

6. : Thoſe huſbandmen that are careful and laborious 
in the ſummer, have the comfort and benefit of it in 
winter : he that then provides fewe], ſhall fit warm in 
his habitation, when others blow their fingers. He 
that provides food for his family, and fodder for his 
cattle, in the harveit, ſha!l eat the fruits of it, and en- 
Joy the comfort of his labours, when others ſhall be 
expoſed to ſhifts and ſtraights. And he that provides 


againſt the ime to come, thall eat when others are 
hungry, and ſing when others how], If:. Ixv. 13. A 
+; Wl 4y of death will come, and that wiil be a day of 
| ſtraights to all negligent ſouls ; but when the diligent 
Chriſtian ſhall enjoy the peace and comfort that ſhall 
cir a 79 in upon his heart, from his holy care and tincere 


ſ-aſon or cannot be done at all for that year: if heplow_ 


'Tis even ſo as to ſpiritual ſeaſons ; Chriſt negleR- | 


glaſs runs in heaven, and we cannot fee how much or }F 


tor eternity, and lays up for his ſoul a good foundation 


. . diligence 


- 


— 
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diligence in duties ; as 2 Cor. i. 12. © "This is our 
<« rejoicing, the teſtimony of our conſcience, that in 
 « fincerity and godly ſimplicity, we have had our con- 
« verſation'in this world. So Hezekiah, 2 Kings, xy, 
« 3. Remember now, O Lord, how [| have walked 
« before thee in truth, and with a perfe&t heart.” A 
day of judgment will come, and then foolith virgins, 
who neglected the ſeaſon of getting oil in their lamps, 
will be put to their ſhifts ; then they come to the wiſe, 
and fay, Give us your oil, Matth. xxv. 8, 9, but they 
have none to ſpare, and the ſeaſon of buying 1s then 
over, ts 
7. No wiſe huſbandman will neglect a fit opportunity 
of gathering in his hay and corn, upon -a preſumption 
of much fair weather to come :' he will not ſay, the wea- 
ther is ſettled, and I need not trouble myſelf : though 
my corn and hay be fit for the houſe, yet 1 may get it 
in another time as well as now. by | 
And no wiſe Chriſtian will loſe a preſent ſeaſon for 
his ſoul, upon the hopes of much more time yet to 
come ; but will rather ſay, Now is my time, and] 
know not what will be hereafter : hereafter I may with 
| to fee one of the days of the Son of man, and not 
ſee it, Luke xvit. 22. *Tis fad, to hear how cunning 
ſome men are to diſpute themſelves. out of heaven, as 
if the devil had hired them to plead againſt their own 
ſouls ; ſometimes urging the example of thoſe that were 
called at the eleventh hour, Matth. xx. 6. and ſome- 
times that of the penitent thief : but, oh ! to how lit- 
tle purpoſe is the former pleaded ; they that were cal- 
led at the eleventh hour were never Talled before, as 
theſe have been; no man had hired, that is, called or 
' Invited them to Chriſt ; and for the thief (as Mr. Fen- 
* ner rightly obſerves) it was a ſingular and extraordi- 
nary example. It was done when Chriſt hanged on the 
croſs, and was to be inaugurated; then kings nganifelt 
fuch bounty, and pardon ſuch crimes as are never pat- 
{ doned afterwards. Beiides, God was then in a way df 
\ working miracles; then he rent the rocks, opened 
5 graves, 
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graves, raiſed the dead, and converted this thief ; but 
God is now out of that way. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. I have indeed been a good huſ- 
band for the world : with' what care - The careleſs 
and providence have I looked out for ſoul's refleiom. 
myſelf and family, to provide food to 
nouriſh them, and cloaths to defend them again{t the 
aſperities of winter * mean while, neglecting to make 
proviſion for eternity, or take care for my ſoul. O my 
deſtitute ſoul ! how much have I lighted and under- 
valued thee ? I have taken more care for an horſe, or 
an ox, than for thee : a well-ſtored barn, but an empty 
foul. Will it not ſhortly be with me, as with that care- 
leſs mother, who, when her houſe was on fire, bufil 
beſtirred herſelf to ſave the goods, but forgot the cnild, 
(though it were ſaved by another hand?) and then 
minding her child; ran up and down like one diftract- 
ed, wringing her hands, and crying, O my child ! my 
child ! I have faved my goods and loit my child ! Such 
will be the caſe of thee, my ſoul, Matth, xvi. 26. Be- 
lides, how eaſy will my convition be at the bar of 
Chriſt ! Will not my providence and care .for the 
things of this life, leave me ſpcechlefſs and fcli-con- 
demned in that day ? What ſhall ] anſwer, when tie 
Lord ſhall fay, "Thou couldlt foreſee a winter, and ſea- 
lonably provide for it ; yea thou hadft fo munch care of 
the very beaſts to provide tor their necefiitics : *and why 
tookeſt thou no carc for thy foul? Was that only not 
worth the caring for ? 

2. Is it ſo dangerous to neglett | 
a preſent proper ſeaſon of grace? The preſumptucus 
What then have I done, who have oul's reflettion. 
ſuffered many ſuch ſeaſons to die | 
away in my hand, upon a groundleſs hope of ſuture. 
opportunities? Ah deluded wretch ! what if that ſup- 
politivg fail? Where am 1 then ? I am not the Lord 


Q of ; 
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of time, neither am I ſure, that he who is, will cy 
vouchſate an hour of grace in old age, to him that hath 
neglected many ſuch hours in youth 3 neither indeed 
is it ordinary for \god fo to do.  *Tis Socied of Cai; 
Marius ViEtorius, who lived about three hundred years 
after Chriſt, and to his old age continued a Pagan ; - 
at lait being convinced of the Chriſtian verity, he cam 
to Simplicianus, and told him, he would be a Chriſtian 
but neither he, .nor the church could believe it, it being 
| lo rare an example for any to'be converted at his ave : 
but at laſt, ſeeing 1t was real, there was a inouting and 
gladnels, mad finging of oſalms in all churches ; the 
people crying, *< "Caius Marius ViQorius is _ecomel 
Chriſtian !' "This was written for a wonder : and wh; 
ground have I to think t .at God w.ll work ſuch wor- 
ders for me, who have neglected his ordinary means of 
ſalvation. 
3. Bleſs the Lord, O my fou!! 
The induſtricus who gave thee a ſeaſon, a day of 
feul's refletion. eternal life, which is more* th an he 
hath done for thouſands ; yea, biel 
the Lord for giving thee a heart to kerftand and 
improve that ſeaſon. I confeſs I have not improved it 
| as I ought ; yet this I can (through mercy) ſay, tral 
however it fare in future times with my outw ard man 
though I have no treaſures or ſtores laid up 0! 
earth, or if I have, they are but corrupt? le, yet | 
have a blefled hope laid up in heaven, Col. 1. 5. 
have bags that wax not Md. Whilit worldlings re 
Joice in their ſtores and heaps, 1 rejoice in theſc cterna 
- treaſures. 


The Heavenly Uſe of Earthly Things. 183: 


The Pl + EB: M. 


BSERVE in ſummer's ſultry heat, 
How in the hotteſt day 
The huſbandman doth toil znd ſweat 
About his corn and hay: 

If then he ſhould not reap and mow, 
And gather in his ſtore, 
How ſhould he live, waen for the ſnow, 

He can't move out of door ? 
The little ants, and painful bees, 
Py nature's inſtinct Jed, 
Theſe have their ſummer granaries 
. For winter furnithed, © 
But thou, my foul, whoſe ſummer's day 
is almoſt paſt and cone; - : 
What ſoul-proviſion doſt thou lay * 
In ſtock to ſpend upon ? 
If nature teaches to prepare 
For temporal life, much rather 
Grace ſhould provoke to preater care, 
doul-food in time to gather, 
Days of aifiction and dittreſs 
Are hailing on apace; 
If now I live in careleſsneſs, 
How fad will be my caſe |! 
Unworthy of tne name of man, 
Who tor that foul of thine, 
Wilt not do that which others can 
Do for their very kine. | 
Think, frugal farmers, when you ſee 
Your mows of corn and hay, 
What a conviction this will be 
To you another day : | 
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Who ne'er were up before the fun, 
Nor break one hour's reſt 

For your poor fouls as you have done 
90 often for a beaſt, 

Learn once to ſee the difference 

. Retwixt eternal things _ 

And thole poor tranhient things of ſenſe, 

"That fly with eagle's wings. | 


CHAP, XVIL 
Upon reaping: the fame we ſow. 


When from tare-ſeeds you fee chaice wheat to grow, 
Then jrom your 1uſts may joy and comfort flow, 


OBSERVATION: 


OD gives to every ſecd its own body, 1 Cor. xv, 
38. At firſt he created every tree and herb d 
the held, having its ſeed in its ſelf, for the conſervation 
of their ſpeczes, and they all inviolably obſerve the Jaw 
cf their creation. All fruits naturally riſe out of the 
ſeeds and roots proper to them : « Men do not gather 
« grapes of thorns, nor hgs of thiſtles :** ſuch produc- 
| tions would be monſtrous in nature z and although the 
| juice or fap of the earth be the common matter of all 
| kinds of fruits, yet it is ſpecificated according to the 
| difterent 


-— 
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« joicing, .bringing their ſheaves with . them,'?... , 
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different ſorts of plants and ſeeds it nouriſhes.,, Where 
wheat is ſown, 'tis turned into wheat ; 1n an apple- 
tree, it becomes an apple ; and ſo ,in every ſfort.of Þ 
plants or feeds, *tis concocted into fruit proper to.the | 
kind, bf bes brow 


, 
, 
# 1% 


wc, 
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APPLICATION. 


Ranſlate this into ſpirituals, and the/ propoſition 
ſhadowed forth by it, is fully expreſ{led by the 
apoſtle, Gal. vi. 7. + What a man ſoweth,. that ſhall 
« he reap: They that ſow to the fleſh, ſhall ofthe 
« fleſh reap corruption; and they that ſow to the ſpirits 
« ſhall of the ſpirit reap life everlaſting.” And as/fure 
as the harveſt follows the ſeed-time, 1o ſure ſhall ſuch 
fruits and effects reſult from the ſeeds of ſuch, actions. 
« He that ſoweth iniquity, ſhall reap vanity,!? Prove WM 
xii, 8, © And they taat now go forth, weeping,,and 


« bearing precious ſeed, 4hall doubtlets come a ap re- Ws 


2 


cxxXV1. 5. The ſum. of all this is, that our preſent, actions If 
have the ſame reſpeEt and relation to future rewards and fl 
puniſhments, as the ſeed we ſow in our fhelds hath Tf 
to the harveſt we reap from it. _ Every gracious »ac- 
tion. .1s_the- ſeed of joy ; and every ſinful action, the 
ſeed of. anguiſh and ſorrow to the foul that ſewed it — 
Ls things are ſenſibly preſented to us in this, ſimi- 
tude : ” | + ret 

I. That as the.ſeed ſown is preſently covered- fr 
our ſight under the clods, and for ſome time: after we 
lee no more of it, and yet at laſt it appears again; by 


”*% 


which *tis evident to us, that it is not finally loſt : 20 | i 
our preſent actions, though phy/icallytranttent, and per- WW 


haps forgotten, yet are not loſt, but after a time thall I 
appear again, 1n order to a-retribution.  _ » Al 
{f this were not ſo, all good and holy actions would 
be to the loſs of him that performed them. All, the Il 
ſelt-denial, ſpending duties and ſharp ſufferings of the i 
people of Grod, would turn to their damage, thouzh not I 
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in point of honeſty, yet in point of perſonal utility ; and 
then alſo, what di wend qroty there be bervine the 
actions of a man and a beaſt, with reſpeCt to future 
good or evil? Yea, mah would then be more feared 
and obeyed than God, and fouls be ſwayed in all their 
motions, only by the influence of preſent things : And 
where then would religion be found in the world? 
*T'is an excellent note of * Drexellius; * Our works 
| * (faith he) donot paſs away as ſoon as they are done, 
« but, as ſeed ſown, ſhall, after a time, riſe up to al] 
| © eternity: whatever we think, ſpeak, or do, once 
| «® ſpoken, thought, or done, is eternal, and abides for 
| « ever,” TE ag | IKE, 
| © What Zeuxes, the famous limner faid of his work, 
wiay be truly ſaid of all his works ; Aternitati pings, 
« I paint for eternity.'” O, how careful ſhould men be 
ef what they ſpeak and do, whitft they are commanded 
$ to ſpeak and fo to do, as thoſe that thall be judged by 
the perfe&t law of liberty! James ii. 12. What moce 
| tranhent than a vain world ? And yet for ſuch words, 
| men ſhall] give an account in the day of judgment, Mat, 
Xit. 36. "That's the firſt thing: Actions, like ſeed, ſhall 
riſe and appear again'in order to a retribution: 
-/2, The other thing held forth in this ſimilitude 1s, 
that according to the nature of our aftions now, will be 
the fruit and reward of them then. "Though the fruit 
. -or conſequence of holy actions, for the preſent may 
feem bitter, and the fruit of ſinful aCtions ſweet and 
pleaſant: yet'there is nothing more certain, than that 
"their future fruits ſhall be according to their preſent 
-natiire and quality, 2 Cor. v. 10. Then Dionyfius ſhall 
xetradt that ſaying, Ecce quam profpera navigatio a Dit. 
#atur facrilegts, * Behold how God favours our fſacri- 
 ©Teges* Sometimes indeed (though but rarely) God 
 eaules finners to'reap, in this world, the ſame that they 
have ſown; as hath been their ſin, ſuch hath been 
' their puniſhment. . It was openly confeſſed. oy 6 
| | ws NIDCEZEE5 


* Drexellizs de @tornitate prope finem. 
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nibezek, Judg. i. 7. as I have done, ſo hath God re= 
quited me. | Ss 
Socrates, in his church-hiſtory, furniſhes us with a 
pertinent paſlage \ to this purpoſe, concerning Valens - 
the Emperor, who was an Arian, and a bitter perſecu- - 
tor of the Chriſtians : "This man, when eighty of the. 
orthodox Chriſtians ſailed from Conktaninople to Nico- - i 
media, to treat with him about the points of Arianifm,.' 
and to ſettle the matter by way of diſpute ; the Empe- i 
ror hearing of their arrival, while they were yet in the 
harbour, and not a_ nian landed, cauſed the ſhip to be 
fired wherein they were, and fo conſumed them all. - 
Not long after, in his wars againſt the Goths he was - if 
overthrown ; and hiding himſelf in a little cottage, the - 
enemy coming by, burnt it and him together. 3 
"Thus this wretch reaped what he ſowed, burning for- 3 
burning, the very fame in kind paid him again... It is - 
not ſo always in this world.; but ſo it ſhall be in that 8 
to come : he tables ſhall then be turned, and the - 8 
ſcene altered ; for ſhall not the:Judge of all the world do » 3 
rig 1teouſly? * Diogenes was tempteMo think, that God TH 
had caſt off the government of the world, when he faw - 
the wicked proſper in their wickedneſs. . On the ſame i 
ground many have been tempted to Atheiſm ; but then 
the world + ſhall ſee diſtributive juſtice ſhining out in - 8 
ts glory, ©Tribulation, anguiſh and wrath to every ſoul 
© of man that doth evil ; but glory, honour and peace i 
' to every man that worketh good,” Rom, ii. 9,. 10. 1 
Then it will appear what ſeed-we ſowed, waat lives we ili 
livedz © For God ſhall bring every work..into judg--- 
© ment, with every ſecret thing, whether it be good or -}if 
© evil, Ecclef.. xii.. 14. - 47 


Fa 


* Cum video mate fats bonis, ignoſtite queſo: || 
Sollicitor_nullas efſe putare Des,  Ovid.-ji 
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REFLECTIONS. 


I. This meditation may be to me 
The profane what the hand-writing upon the wall 
perſon's reflec- was to that prophane prince, Dan, 5, 
am". 5, 6. and a like effect it ſhould have 
| upon me; for if all the actions of this 
- life be ſeed ſown for the next, Lord, what a crop, what 
a dreadful harveſt am | like to have.! how many oaths 
and curſes, lies and vain words, have I ſown with my 
tongue | How have I wronged, oppreſſed, and over- 
reached in my dealings | Ruſhed into all profaneneſs, 
drunkenneſs, uncleanneſs, ſabbath-breaking, &c. * As 
« the horſe ruſheth into the battle !' And what ſhall 
I reap from ſuch ſced as this, but vengeance and fury ? 
Thele fins ſeemed pleaſant in the commillion, but oh ! 
how bitter will they be in their account ? © What ſhall 
© I do when God riſeth up; and when he vilitcth, 
© what {hall I anſwer him ?? Job. xxxi. 14. Is it not 
xeaſonable and juſk, O my foui ! that thou ſhouldelit cat 
the fruit of thine own planting, and reap what thou hat 
ſown? I thought nothing but profit and pleaſure would 
ſpring from my Juſt 3 but now I ſee *its a root bearing 
gall and wormwood, Deut. xxix. 18. Wretched foul! 
what ſhall Il do? By thoſe actions I am undone. | 
have been the author of wine own ruin, twiſted an hal- 
ter with mine own. hngers for the execution of mine 
.own ſoul | O let me rather taſte the bitterneſs of 1in, 
by repentance now, than emoy its, preſent pleaſures, 
which betray tae ſoul to endlels wrath /! 
| 2. How have I alſo been deceived 
The moral in this matter? 1] verily thought that 
man's refiec- glory and immortality would have been 
fon. . the truit and product of my mortal ho- 
 neſty .and righteouſneſs ; that joy and 
peace had been ſeminally contained in thoſe aciions; 
but now 1 ſee ſuch fruit can ſpring from .. nv other root 
| but ſpecial grace,  Giory is diicloled from .no other 


bud 
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bud but holineſs. Alas ! all my planting and ſowing 
was to little purpoſe, becauſe I ſowed not the right kind 
of ſeed ; the beſt fruit I can expect from this, 1s but a 
lefler degree 'of damnation. | 


Deluded ſoul ! thy ſeed is no better than what the ill 


mortal heathens fowed : And do-I expect better fruit 
than what they reaped ? Civility, without Ch. - :”, :- out 
a freer ſlavery ; and Satan holds me as faſt in captivity 
by this, as he doth the prophane by the pleaſure of their 
luſts : Either I muſt ſow better ſeed, or look to reap 
better. fruit. | | 
3: Mean while, bleſs the Lord, O my 
foul ! who enabled thee to ſow better The holy 
ſeed ; who kept thee watching, humbling fouls reflec- 
thyſelf, and praying, whilſt others have #0. 
been ſwearing, drinking, and blaſphem- 
ing : This will yield thee fruit of joy in the world to 
come ; yea, it already yields preſent peace'to 'thy con- 
ſcience : Theſe revenues are better than gold, ſweeter 
than the honey, and the honey-comb'; not that ſuch 
fruits are meritoriouſly contained in theſe aRions ; I 
low to myſelf in righrrdoifieſs, but I reap in mercy, 
Hof. x; 12. This is the way in'which God will fave 
and glorify me. O then, let me be ever abounding in 
the work of the Lord, knowing that. my labour ſhall 
not be in vain in the Lotd, 


4 The POEM. 


EE EOHLD be a ſtrange and monſtrous thing to ſee 
Cherries or plumbs grow on an apple tree. 
Who ever eather'd from the thiſtle, figs ? 

Or fruitful grapes from off the worthleſs twigs 
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Of pricking thorns ? In nature {ti}] we find 
| All its productions anſwering to their kind. 
| As are the plants we ſet, or ſeeds we ſow, 
Such 1s the fruit we ſhake, and corn we mow : 
And canft thou think, that from corruption's root 
'Thy ſoul ſhall pluck the ſweet and pleaſiint fruit 
Of ſpiritual peace ! Whoever, that was wiſe, 
Abus'd himſelf with ſuch abſurdities ? 
Look what you ſow, the very ſame you'll reap, 
'The fruit of what you plant, be fure you'll eat. 
How are they baHKed by a ſubtle devil, | 
Who hope for heaven, wiwulſt their ways are evil? 
| dDuch reaſonings here their credulous ſouls beguile, 
At which, in other things, themſelves would ſmile. 
Our preſent afts though lightly patled by, 
' Are ſo much ſeed ſown for eternity. _ 
| The feeds of prayers, ſecret groans and tears, 
| Will thoot at laſt into the full-blown ears 
Of peace and joy, Blefled are they thatſow 
Beſide theſe waters, yea, thrice bleſs'd that go _ 
Bearing ſuch precious ſeed : Though now they mourn, 
With joyful ſheaves they ſhortly ſhall return. 
| Needs muſt the full-ripe fruits 1n heaven be good, 

When as the ſeed was glory in the bud. 
But oh ! the bitter, baneful fruits of fin, 
When all the pleaſure ſinners have therein, 
| Like faded bloſſoms to the ground ſhall fall, 
Then they will taſte the wormwood and the gall ! 
What God and conſcience now of fin report, 
You ſlight, and with their dreadful threat*nings ſport : 
* Burt he'll convince you then your ways were naught, 
As Gideon the men of Succoth taught.. 
If fermons cinnot, fire and brimſtone muſt 
Teach men how good it is to pamper luſt. 
Now wretch | now {;nner ! thou that didft deſpiſe 
| My warnings ; learn, and ever learning, be 

| "That leflon which thou ne'er wouldit learn of me, 
= The ſtouteſt ſinner then would howl and roar, 

O lin !-I never ſaw thy face before. 
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Is this the fruit of fin, is this the place _ 
Where I muſt lie ? is this indeed the caſe. 

Of my poor ſoul ? muit I be bound in chains 
With theſe companions ! Oh! is this the gains 
I get by ſin ?. Poor wretch, I that would never 
See this before, am now undone for ever! 


_——— — ""_— 
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CHAP. XVII. 
Upon the Joy of Harveſt-Men. 


Great 1s the joy of huſbandmen ; yet lefs | 
Than the.rs, whom God doth with his favour bleſs, 


OBSERVATION, ns 
MONG all earthly joys, theſe four ſorts are noted Gl 

in ſcripture, as, the moſt excellent and remarka- WM 

ble. (1.) Nuptizal joys ; the day of eſpouſals is the Mi 
day of the gladneſs of a man's heart, Cant, . iii. 11. 'M 
(2.) The joy of children : Though now it ſeems but a\] 
common mercy to moſt, and a burden to ſome, yet the ih 
people of God were wont to eſteem it a choice mercy, WM 
and rejoiced greatly in it, John xvi. 21. there's joy: 
that a man 1s born into the world. (3.) The jo of con-"f 
ſuf and viftories, when men divide the foil : And, Il 
laſtly, The joy of barve//. Theſe two we find put to- | 
FER | Kd, ; gether; Ri 


v4 


TL ld-£ 


} 


ba þ 
* L» 
* 
LI 
- 4 
* 
. - 
: 
. 


/ 


T% - 


f 


Ne vir ## 


" 
-N 
A 
; bp £ 
by” = 2 
| 1 
— 


292 Huſbandry Spiritualized Or, 


.gether, as principal matters of joy, Iſa. ix. 3, « The 
* joy before thee, according to the joy in harveſt, an( 
« as men rejoice when they divide the ſpoil.” The joy 
of harveſt iis no {mall joy; Gaudium meſſis, ef meji;, 
gaudii : the joy of the harveſt, is the harveſt of their 
Joy. *Tis uſual with men, when they have reaped 
down their harveſt (or cut the neck, as they call it) to 
demonſtrate their joy by ſhouting and loud accl:. 
mation. | 


Fe APPLICATION. 


HUS, and unſpeakably more than thus, do faints 
rejoice and ſhout for joy, when they reap the fa- 
your and love of God, for which they laboured in ma- 
ny a weary duty. This joy of harveſt, as great as it 
\ 15, and as much as carnal hearts are lifted up with it, 
* 1s but a trifle, a thing-of nought, compared with yours; 
after they have ſown to-"themſelves in righteouſneſs, 
and waited for the effefts and returns of their duties 
with patience, and at laſt come to reap in mercy, either 
the full harveſt in heaven, or but the frit-fruits of it on 
earth, = rejoice, © with joy unſpeakable and ful! 
© of glory, 1 Pet. 1. 8. his-puts more gladnel; 
tf into their hearts, than when corn and wine increaſe,” 
Pſalm iv. 7..- Carnal joys are but as foul-fevers, the 
agues of the inward man ; there 1s a great ditterence 
betwixt the unnatural inflammations of a feveriſh body, 
- which waſte the ſpirits, and drink up the radical moi- 
ſture, and the kindly well-tempered heat of an healthy 
' body ; and as much between the ſweet, ſerene, and hez- 
Y venh joys,. which flow from the boſom of Chriſt into 
the hearts of believers, and thoſe earthly delights which 
| <carnal hearts, in a ſenſual way, ſuck Nut of creature- 
enjoyments. I will ſhew you the tranſcendancy of ſpi- 
- ritual joys,. above the joy of harveſt in theſe eight fol- 

' Jowing particulars. _ TB v 
1; *You that joy with the joy of harveſt, are glad, 
becauſe now you have foqd for yourſelves and families 
| | | to 


* 
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to live upon all the year ; but the Chriitian rejoiceth, 
h-cauſe he hath bread to eat tnat the world knows not 
of, Rev. ii. 17. Chriſt is the food of his ſoul, and his 
fleſh is meat indeed, and his blood drink indeed, John 
v. 55. (i.e.) the moſt real and excellent food. You 
read, Flalm Ixxvin.. 25. that man did cat angels food, 
(i.e, ) Manna ; which was ſuch excellent bread, that if 
angels did live upon material food, this would be cho- 
ſen for them ; and yet this is but a type, and dark ſha- 
dow of Jeſus Chriſt, the food of believers. 

2. You rejoice when your harveſt is in, becauſe corn 
is virtually many other things beſide food ; you can turn 
it into cloaths to keep you warm, and many other ne- 
cellaries may be purchaſed by it : but yet it is not like 
Chrift, the object of a fſaint's joy ; though it anſwers 
many things, it doth not anſwer all things, as Chriit 
doth ; turn it into what you will, it bath but a l:mited 
and reſpective uiſciulneſs : but Jeſus Chriſt is all in all 
to believers, aud out of him their faith can fetch all ſup- 
plies: he is their health in ſickneſs, taeir trrength 1n 
weakneſs, their eaſe in pain, their honour in reproach, 
their wealth in poverty, their friend in friendleſsneſs, 
habitation when harbourleſs, their enlirgement in bonds, 
the ſtrength of their hearts, and life of their life ; O! 
he is a full Chriſt ! and whatever excellencies are fſcat- 
tered among all the creatures, do meet all in him, and 
BS=a_s: 2 Gt. ; 

3. You rejoice , when you have cotten in your har-. 
veit, becauſe now you ca: free thoſe engagements, and 
pay thoſe debts, which you have contracted. ?*Tis a 
comfort to be out of debt ; and you may Jawtully rejoice 
that God gives you therewith to quit ycur engagements, 
that you may owe N9 man ay tuing but love ; but ſtill 
tae joy of harvelt falls {tort of the joys of ſaints; for 
you rejoice that you are, or have wherewith to hel 
rhe. out of men's debt ; but tacy rejoice thet-they 
are out of God's debt; that his book. is cancelled, and 


righteouſneſs of Chriſt tae law can demand nothing 
ES Oi AE oy from 


tzeir fins pardoned : ,that by reaſou cf the imputed * | 
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_ them, Rom, viii. 1, O what matter of joy is 
ka1s ! | | 
4. You rejoice; becauſe now your-corn is out of dan. 
ger ; all the while it was abroad it was in hazard, but 
now It is houſed, you fear not the rain : but Chriſtians 
rejoice, n6t becaule their cern is fate, but becauſe their 
fouls are ſo. All the while they abode in an unreze- 
nerate ſtate, they were every moment in danrer 
of the ſtorms of wrath : but now, being in Chrift, taat 
danger 1s over : and what compare is there betwixt the 
oy of a little corn, and the ſecurity of an immortal 
oul ! ; 

5. Your joy is but a gift of common providence. 
Turks and Heathens can rejoice with your joy ; but 
the joy of a Chriftian 1s a peculiar favour and gift of 
God. Corn is given to all nations, even the molt bar- 
barous and wicked have ſtore of it ; but Chriſt is the 
portion but of a few, and thoſe the dearly beloved of 
God. Luther faid of che whole Turkiſh empire, (where 
i5 the beſt and greateſt ſtore of corn) that it is but a 
crumb which the maſter of the family throws to the 
dogs. He that had more orn than his barns could 
hold, now wants a drop of water to coo] his tongue, 
Chrilt is a gift, beſtowed only upon God's elect, 

6. Your joy will have an end; the time is coming, 
that when you have reaped down your harveſts, your- 
ſelves muſt be reaped down *by death, and then you 
ſhall rejoice in theſe things no more : but when your 
Joy is ended, then is the joy of ſaints perfected ; they 
reap their harveſt, when you leave your harveſt ; thei 
conſolation is everlaſting. 

7. God can ſeparate your joy from theſe e :joyments, 
even while you have them as well as whei you leave 
them. *T'is one thing for a man to have riches ad 
full barns, and another thing to have- comfort in them, 
Eccleſ v. 19. 20. But now the joy of Chriſtians 1s a 
thi::g inſeparable from their enjoyment of Chriſt : in- 
deed the ſenſe of their intereſt may be loft, and :o he 
acts of their joy intermitted ; but they always have It 

in 
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in the ſeed, if not the fruit, Plalm xcvii. 12, © Joy is 
« ſown for the upright :** he hath it {ti]] in the princi- 
ple, and in the promile, 

| The joy of harveſt-men, for the moit part, is only 
in their harveſt, and-in ſuch earthly things ; take that 
away, and their joy ceaſes. Earthly hearts are acquaint- 
ed with no higher comforts ; but the people of God 
can joy in him, and take comfort in their earthly en- 
joyments,too : And what comfort they take #2 theſe 
things, is much more refined and ſweet than yours ; 
for they enjoy all theſe things in God, anl his love 1n 
giving taem, puts a ſweetneſs' into them, that you are 
unacquainted with, "T'nus you fee, how tar your joy 
falls ſhort of theirs. ; 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. How have I rejoiced in a thiny TY 
of nought, and pleaſed myſelf with a Ryfle752 Fu 
vanity ? God hath bleſſed me in my one that hat 
helds, and my ſtores ; but not with full barn, but no 
ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly places Chr:/. 
in Chriſt. My barns are full of corn, 
but my ſoul is empty of grace ; common bounty hath 
given me a fulneſs of this hfe ; but what if the mean- 
Ing of it ſhould be to fat me for the day of {laughter ? 
What if this be the whole of my portion from the Lord ? 
What if the language of his providences to my ſoul 
ſhould be this : Lo! here I have given thee with (Iſh- 
mael) the fatneſs of the earth ? Thou ſhalt not ſay, 


the moſt of it, for this is all that ever thou ſhalt have 
from me ; there be others in the world to whom I have 
denied theſe things, but for them I have reſerved bet- 
ter; for the moſt part they are poor in thts world, 
but rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom. Ts not 


conſcience give ſuch a memento as Abraham, in the pa- 
able, gaye to Dives ; © Remember that thou in thy 
| | R 2 life» 


but thou halt taſted of thy Creator's bounty ; but make., 


a MM 


this enough to damp all my carnal mirth ? Should my |} i 
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life-time receivedſt thy e ood things.” Ah, what a 
cut. would that be to all my coach 7 A man ina 
fever hath a lively colour, but a dying heart. 1 have 


| an appearance, a ſhadow of comfort, but a lad ſtate of 
fou}. _ 


2. < Plefled be the God and father 


A refleftion « of my Lord Jeſus Chrift, who hath 
for one that © blefied me with all ſpiritual bleiſinrs 
hath Chrift, © in heavenly places in Chriſt,” Eph. l 
but no barn. J. though he hath not ſeen fit to give 


me much of this world in hand, pet | t * 


hath pleaſed him to ſettle a rich inheritance upon me 
by promiſe ; the hopes and expeCtations whereof, yicld 
my ſoul more true comfort than all the prefert enjoy- 
'ments of this world conld have done, Blefied be tie 
| Lord, who hath not given me. my portion in this lite, 
that by keeping me from the enjoyment, hath alſo pre- 
| ſerved me from the /zares of a proſperous eſtate |! 
| Lord Jeſus, I have no bags, I have no barns ; but 
thou ſhalt be to me inſtead of all thoſe things. When 
others rejoice in the fulneis of their earthly comforts, I 
will rejoice in the fulneſs of my Chriſt : they have that 
which (though I have not) I ſhall not want ; and I have 
that which all their riches cannot purchaſe, Bleſs the 
Lord, O my foul ! 2 
3. But Lord, how am I obliged 
EA refleAtion apt above thouſands, to love and praiſe 
one that hat 
Full barn, and haſt not only plentifully provided 
Chrift t59. for my ſoul, bat for my tody too ! 
who haſt given me both the upper 


and nether fprinze, heaven and earth ; things preſent, 


and things to co:ne ! thou haſt not dealt ſo with all ; 
no, not with all tny own people : many of them arc 
ſtrangers to the mercies which I enjoy. God hath done 
great : things for me, O my ſoul! what wilt thou do for 
(God ? The freer the condition is he hath placed me in, 
the more am I both obliged and advantaged for his fer- 
vice; and yet, 1 doubt, it wil be found, that many 4 
poor 


thee | to bleſs and admire thee, who' 


.v»> Df AO—f rod ford cXw__.. 
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oor Chriſtian, that labours with his hands to- get his 
m8 redeems more hours than I do. Lord, make 
me wiſe to underſtand and anſwer the double end of his 
gracious diſpenſation ! let me beſtow the more of my 
time upon God, and ſtand ready to miniſter to the ne- 
celſities of his people. 5? | | 

4. Oh, what an unhappy wretch 
am I that I have nothing either in A refletion 
hand, or- in hope; am miſerable for one that 
here, and like to be ſo for ever: had hath neither 
but an intereſt in Chriſt, as the godly a barn, nor @ 
poor have, ' that would ſweeten all Ch»ift. 

preſent troubles, and ſhew me the 

end of them. But, alas ! I am poor and wicked, con- 
temned of men, and abhorred of God'; an object of 
contempt both to heaven and earth. Lord look 
upon ſuch a truly miſerable object with compaſſion, 
give me a portion with thy people in the world to 
come, if thou never better-my outward condition here |! 
0 ſanCtify this poverty ; bleſs theſe ſtraights and wants, 
that they may. neceſſitate my ſoul to go to Chriſt : make 
this poverty the way to glory, and I {hall bleſs thee to. 
eternity that I was poor. in this world. 3 


The POEM. 


FT have I ſeen when harveſt's almoſt ing 


Rapt up with joy, as if that welcome cart 

rew home the very treaſure of their heart ; 
What joyful ſhoutings, hoopings, hollowing noiſe, 
With mingled voices both of men and boys ! 


0 carnal minds there 1s no. greater mirth, on 
No higher joy, nor greater heaven. on earth. % 

{peaks pure paradoxes, that ſhall ſay 
R 3 ; Theſe-. 


The laſt load coming, how ſome men iave been - 
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"Theſe are but trifles to what ſaints enjoy : 

But they deſpiſe your ſparks, as much as you 
 Contemn their & Some that could never ſheyw 
A-full ſtuft*d barn, on\which you ſet your heart, 
But glean, perhaps, the-ears behind your cart ; 
Yet are the gleanings of their comfort more 
'Than all your harveſt, and admired ftore. 

Your mirth is mixt with forrow, theirs is pure ; 
Yours like a ſhadow fleets, but theirs endure. 
God gives to you the huſk, to them the pith, 

And no heart-ſtinging forrow adds therewith. | 
Though at the gates of death they ſometimes mourn, 
No ſooner doth the Lord to them return, _ 

But forrow's. baniſh'd from their penſive breaſt ; 
Toy triumphs: there, and ſmiles their cheeks inveſt. 
Have you beheld, when, with perfumed wings, 
Out of the balmy Eaft bright Phoebus ſprings, 
Mounting th* Olympic hill, with what a grace 
He views the throne:of darkneſs; and doth chace 
The ſhades of night before him ; having hurl'd 
His golden beams about this Jower world, 

How from'fa4 groves, and ſolitary cells, 
Where horrid darkneſs-and-confuſton dwells, 
Bats, owls, and doleful creatures, fly away, 
Reſigning to the chearful birds of day ; 

Who in thoſe places now do fit and chant, 
Where lately ſuch dire creatures kept their haunt. 
Thus grief reſigns to joy ; ſighs, groans and tears 
To ſongs triumphant, when the Lord appears. 

O matchleſs joy ! O countenance divine | 

_ What are thoſe trifles to theſe ſmiles of thine ?. 
May 1, with poor Mephiboſheth, be bleſt 

With theſe ſweet ſmiles ; let Ziba take the reſt. 
My life ! my treaſure ! thou ſhalt ne'er be ſold 
For filver hills, or rivers pav'd with gold. 

Wer't thou but known to wordlings, they would ſcorn 
To ſtoop their hearts to ſuch poor things as corn : 
For ſe they do, becauſe thou art above 

That ſphere wherein their low conceptions m.ove. 


gi 
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CHAP. . XIX. 


Upon the threſhing out of corn. 


Ire folid grain with greater flrength you thrafh, 
The ableft Chriſtians have the hardeſt laſh. 


OBSERVATION. 


n 
| a tHpacgonrns 


Uſbandmen having to do with divers ſorts of 
grain, fome more tough and ſtubborn, others. 
more 'free and tender, do not beat all alike on the 
threſhing-floor ; but as they have threſholds of ſeveral 
lizes, ſo they beftow on ſome grain more, on others 
tewer ſtrokes, according to the different qualities of the 
os to be threſhed. This obfervation the prophet 
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fatah hath, chap. xxvili. ver. 27. © The fitches are not 
« threſhed with a threſhing-inſtrument, neither 1s the 
«© cart wheel turned about upon the cummin, but'the 
« fitches are beaten- out with a ſtaff, and the cummin 
« witha rod.” "The manner of beating'out the corn 
In former times, was far different from. that which is | 
now in uſe among us ; they had the cart-wheel, which | 
was full of iron ſpokes or teeth, and the hoots of ay 'W 
Mn or.| 
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for the harder fort of grain, as wheat, rye, and barley; 
a ſtaff or fAlail for tne ' ren and a rod or twig for the 
cummin ; all which inſtruments were proportioned ac. 
cording to the nature of the grain. 


APPLICATION. 


OD having 'to do, in a way of correction, with 

divers forts of offenders, doth not uſe the like 
 feverity with them all, but proportions his correQtion 
to their abilities and ſtrength, Jer. xxx. 11. I will not 
make a full end of thee, (but will correct thee in mea- 
fure) and will not leave thee altogether unpuniſhed : 
(9- 4.) Afflicted thou muſt be ; my reſpect to my own 
ory and thy good, put a neceſſity upon that ; but yet 
will do it moderately : I will not lay on without mea- 


ſure or mercy, as I intend to do, upon the enemies : 


but will mete out your ſufferings in a due proportion, 
even as a careful X xr oqny in preſcribing pills, or po- 
tions to his patient, hath regard as well to the abilit 

of the patient, as to the nature and quality of the tif. 


eaſe ; even ſo thy God, O iſrael, will not afflict thee 


according to the greatneſs of his power, and his wrath, 
anſwerable thereunto, Pſalm xc. 11, that would break 
thee to pieces, Pſalm Ixxviii, 38. Nor yet will he af- 
Ai thee according to the demerit of thy {in : as it ſhall 
be much leſs than what I could inflict, fo it ſhall be leſs 
than mine iniquities deſerve, Ezra, ix. 13. Neither my 
| power, nor my deſert, ſhall be the rule of my proceed- 
| ings; but I will do it with moderation and mercy, as 
| thou art able to bear. I that have inſtructed the hul- 


| the grain before him, will exerciſe the like wiſdom and 
| mildneſs towards: thee. And the fimilitude betwixt 
| the huſbandman threſhing his corn, and the Lord's at- 
| Qicting his people, ſtand 1n theſe particulars. 

I, The huſbandman's end in threſhing the corn 1s 
| to ſeparate it from the huſks and chaff ; and God's end 


| bandman to proportion his inſtrument to the gualicy of 


| in.ailliQing his people is, to ſeparate them. from Fa 
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fns, fa. xxvii. 9. In meaſure when it ſhooteth forth,” 


he will debate with it, (7. e.) he will moderately cer- 
re& them 3 and what the ends of thoſe correftions arc, 
the next words inform us, « By this therefore ſhall 
« the iniquity of Jacob be purged, and this is all the 
« fruit to take away his ſin.” Cod uſes affictions, as 
we uſe ſoap, to cleanſe away filthinefs, and fetch out 


{ots, Dan. Xi. 34. He aims not at the deſtruction of 


their perſons, but of their Juſts, 


2. If the huſbandman have cockle, darnel, or per- * 


nicious tares before him on the floor among his corn, 
he little regards whether it be bruiſed, or battered to 
yieces by the threſher or no; *tis a worthleſs thing, and 
he ſpares it not. dSuch cockles and tares are the ene- 
mies of God ; and when theſe come under his flail, he 
frikes them without mercy; for theſe the Lord pre- 


pares a new ſharp threſhing inſtrument, having teeth, _ 


vo 


which ſhall beat them to duſt, Iſa. xli. 15. «The 


« daughter of Babylon 1s like a threſhing floor ; *tis 


« time to threſh' her,” Jer. li. 33. And when that time 
is come, then (in alluſion to the beaſt that was to tread' 


out the corn) «© Sion's- horn ſhall be of iron, and her 


« hoofs braſs,” Mic. iv. 13. He ſmites not his people 
according to the ſtroke of them that ſmote them ; the 


meaning is, his ſtrokes on them ſhall be deadly ſtrokes : 


 {Wnercey to them. = 


they ſhewed-no mercy to Sion; and God will ſhew no 


3- When the huſks and chaff are perfe&ly ſeparated 


" {Whom the orain, then the huſbandman beats it no more, 
When God hath perfectly purged and ſeparated the fins 
R of his people, then afflictions ſhall come to a perpetual 


end ; he will never ſmite them again : there is no noiſe 
o! the threſhing inſtruments in heaven ; he that beat 


lm in heaven. * $ 
4. Though the huſbandman lays on, and keats his 


Is orn, as if he were angry with 1t, yet he loves and 
d lghly prizes it ; and though God ſtrike and aMiCt his 
« eople, yet he ſets a great yalue upon them ; and it is 


equally 


em with his flail on earth, will put them into his bo- 


Py 4 > 
—"_ —— ——_— — MOM SO AIRES ot 
- SF > y = - Þrovy - ra 
— 
* p pn. 


—__ : 


1 
1 
3 


RR nn a Met 


9m 
- 


had N , 
- ——_—_— 4 J 6c a on 6 AS wits mn 
Woe AA Tr AE Eo es Tar I _ "- ue» 
TA tos WD . _ 


pu. © _ 


my, nr Tr ere 
Sy 5 FF 
- 0 &: 


—_— 
1 "5.4 R 
> 


we 8 
wo +8 


202 _ Huſbandry Spiritualized : Or, 


equally abſurd to infer God's hatred to his people, from 
his aftiicting of them, as the huſbandman's hatred 
his corn, becauſe he threihes and beats it ; Heb. xii, 6, 
& Whom the Lord loveth he correCteth, and chaſteneth 
« every ſon whom he recetveth.”” 

Go Though the huſbandman threſh and beat the 
corn, yet he will not bruiſe or hurt it, if he can help 
it; though ſome require more and harder {trokes than 


etiers, yet none ſhall have more than it can endure, 


And though the Lord afflict his ſervants, yet he will 
do them no hurt, Jer. xxv. 6. Some need more rods 
than others, but none ſhall have more than they cn 
bear ; the Lord knows the meaſures and degrees of his 


ſervants faith and patience, and accordingly ſhall their 
_ trials be, Pſalm cn, Ip 14. «© Like as a father pitieth 
.« his children, fo the. 


ord pitieth them that fear him; 
« for he knows their frame, he remembers they are 
« but duſt; he makes a way to eſcape, that they may 
« be able to bear it” 1 Cor. x. 13. This care and ten- 
derneſs of God over his afflicted, is eminently diſco- 
vered in three particulars : 

(1.) In not expoſing them to, *till he hath prepared 
them for their trials, Luke xxiv. 49. - © Tarry ye at 
« Jeruſalem, until ye be endued with power from on 
« high,” He gives them ſometimes eminent diſcove- 
ries of his love immediately before, and, as a prepa- 
rative to their ſufferings, in the ſtrength whereof they 
are carried through all. SES. 

(2.) Or if not fo, then he intermixeth ſupporting 
comfort with their troubles ; as you ſometimes lee tie 
fun ſhine out while the rain falls. *T'was fo with Paul, 
Acts xxvii. 3. < This night (and it was a fad night in- 
« nes) there ftood by me the angel of the Lord, who: 
« lam.” 


(3.) In wn off the aMition, when they can bear 


it no longer, 1 Cor. x. 13. © He makes a way to eicape, 
&« that they may be able to bear it,” Pſalm cxxv. 3 
The rod is taken off, « when the righteous 1s even 


| « ready to put forth his hand to iniquity.” *I1s 4 


Jewill 
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Jewiſh proverb, When the bricks are doubled, then 
comes Moſes. Ani it is a Chriſtian experience, When 
the ſpirit is ready to fail, then comes jeſus, according 
to that promiſe, Ia. Ivii. 16. 


REFLECTION. 
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1, How unlike am I urito God, in 
the afliting of his people ? "The Lord A refleftton 
3s pitiful when he ſmites them ; but I for perſecutors 
have been cruel; he 1s kind to them _ 
when moſt ſevere ; but the beit of my kindnefles to 
them, may fitly enough be called ſeverity : God ſmites 
them in love; I have ſmitten them in hatred. Ah! 
what have I done? God hath uſed me as his hand, 
Palm xvii. 14. or as his rod, to afflict them, jer. x, 
7. but his end and mine have _—_ differed in that 
ation, Ifa. x. 7. I am but the ſcullion, or rather the 
whiſp, to ſcour and cleanſe theſe veſſels of glory ; and 
when I have done that dirty work, thoſe bright fouls 
ſhall be ſet up in heaven, and I cait into the fire. If 
he ſhall have judgment witaout mercy, that ſhewed no 
mercy, how can I expect mercy from the Lord, whoſe 
people I have perſecuted mercileſsly for his ſake ? 
2. Is the Lord's wheat thus threihed 

on the floor of affii:ons; what then A refleftion 
ſhall I think of my condition, who fer fuch as meet 
proſper and am let alone in the way of with no afflidti- 
lin? Surely, the Lord looks on me as ons. 
on a weed, and not as his corn; and 
WHT tis too probable, that I am rather reſerved for burning, 
than for threſhins. Some there are whom God loves 
not ſo well a to fpend a rod upon them, but ſaith, 
{ Let them a-one,” Hof. iv. 17. but miſerable is their 
condition, notwithſtanding their impunity | For what T4 
s the interpretation but this; © I will come to a WY 
*Yeckoning with them altogether in hell.” Lori, how | 
much better is thy aMiCting mercy, than thy ſparin 
everity ! Better is the condition of an atficted chil 

| than 
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than a rejected baſtard, Heb. xii. 7. Oh, let met. 

ther feel tay rod of a loving Father, than feel thy wrat' 
hereafter, as the wrath of an omnipotent avenger | 

3. Well then, defpond not, O my 

A refiefien ſoul ! thou heareſt the huſbandinan 

for an afifted leves his corn, though he threſheth it, 


| ſaint, _ and, ſurely, the Lord loves thee not the 


leſs, becauſe he afflicts thee fo much, 
If afiction, then, be the way to heaven, bleſted be Gai 
- for aflliftion ! T'ne threſhing ſtroxes of God have come 
thick upon me; by which I may fee what a tough and 
ſtubborn heart I have: if one ftroke would have done 
the work, he would not have lifted up his hand t!: 
ſecond time. . I have not had a {troke more than I had 
need of, I Pet. i. 6. And by this means he will pure: 
my {ins : bleſſed be God for that ! 'The damned tave 
infinitely more and harder ftrokes than I, and yet treir 
fin ſh«ll never be ſeparated by taeir ſufferings. Ah tin! 
curſed tin! I am fo much out of love with thee, that 
I am willing to endure more than all this, to be well 
rid of thee : all this 1 ſuffer for thy fake ; but the time 
1s coming when I ſhall be rid of tin and ſuffering toge- 
ther : meanwhile, I am under my own father's hand: 
| ſinite me he may, but hate me he cannot. 


The POEM. 


| HE fagred records tell us, heretofore 

God had an altar o2 a tarething floory 
Where threſhing inſtruments devoted were 
To ſacred ſervice ; ſo you find them here. 
I now would teach the threſher, to beat fortn 
A notion from this threthold, much more worth 
Than all his corn ; and make him underſtand 
That foul-inſtructing engine in his hand. 


Viti 
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With fewer ſtrokes, and lighter will you beat 
The oats and barley, than the ſtubborn wheat, 
Which will require and endure more blows 
Than freer grain. Thus deals the Lord by thoſe 
Whom he atflicts - he doth not uſe to {trike 
Ofending children with his rod alike ; 

But on the ableſt ſhoulders doth impoſe 

The heavieſt burthens, and the lefs on thoſe 

Of weaker grace : he ſhews himſelf a God 

Of judgments in his handling of the rod. 

God hath arrate- book by him, wherein he 

Keeps juſt accounts how rich his people be ; 
What faith, experience, patience, more or leſs 
Each one poſlefſeth, and doth them aſleſs 
According to their ſtock. Such as have not 

A martyr's faith, ſhall have no martyr's lot. 
The kinds, degrees, and the continuance 

Of all their ſufferings, to a circumſtance 
Preſcribed are by him, who wiſely ſways 

The world, and more than's right on no man lays, 
Be man or devil the apothecar y, 

God's the phylician : who -an then miſcarry 

In ſuch a hand ? He never did or will 

duffer the leaſt addition t» his bill. 

Nor meaſure, nor yet mercy he obſerves 

In threſhing Babylon ; for ſhe d. ſerves 

His heavieſt ſtrokes; and in his floor ſhe muſt 
Be beaten ſhoctly with his fail to duſt. 

But Sion's God, in meaſure will debate-; 

flis children he may ſmite, but cannot hate : 

He beats them, true, to make*their chaff to fly, 
That they, like purged golden grains, may lie 
In one fair heap, with thoſe bleſs'd ſouls that here 
Once in like manner threih'd and winnow'd were. 
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CHAP. XX. 
Upon the Winnowing of Corn, 


The fan doth cauſe light chaff ts fly away ; 
Ss jhall th* ungodly in God's winnawing day. 


, | 
OBSERVATION, | 
HEN the corn is threſhed out in the floor i © 

were it hes mingled with empty ears, and 
worthleſs chaff, the huſbandman carries it out altogether : 
into ſome open place ; where, having ſpread his ſheet « 


for the preſervation of the grain, he expoſes it all to the 
wind ; the good, by reaſon of its folidity, remains up- 1 
on the ſheet, but the chaff, being light and empty, 1s 
partly carried quite away by the wind, and all the reſ t 
ſeparated from the good grain into a diſtin heap, which A 
is carxicd away, either to the fire, or dung-hill, as ai .. 


worthleſs thing. | cc 
APPLICATION. n 
: | of 


EN have their winnowing days, and God hi 
| his; a day to ſeparate the chaff from the whea 
the godly from the unzodly, who ſhall be held up to tit 


- wind; but only the wicked ſhall be driven away by! 
| | ud 


27 
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Such a day God hath if this world, wherein he win- 
nows his wheat, and ſeparates the chat, There is a 
double fanning or winnowing *of men here in this 
world : one is doctrinally, in which ſenſe I underſtand 1 
that ſcripture, Matth. 1. 12. ſpoken of Chrift, when | 
he was entering upon his miniſterial work ; «< His fan 
« is in his hand; and he {ſhall thoroughly purge his 
« floor, and gather his wheat into the garner ; but he 
« will burn up the chatt with unquenchable fire.” "Fhe 
preaching of the. goſpel, is'as a fan in Chriſt's hand ; 
and is as much as if John had told the Jews, 'Fhat tho? 
there were many hypocritical ones among them, that 
had now a place and name among the people of God, 
and gloried in their church privileges ; yet there is a 
purging blaſt of truth coming, which ſhall mike them 
- fly out of the churcn,. as fait as chaff out of the floor. 
Thus Chriſt winnows or fans the world dedrinally : 
The other is prudicially, by bringing fore and grievous 
trials and ſufferings upon the churches, for this very 
end, that thoſe who are but chafi, (z. e.) empty and 
vain profeflors, may by ſuch winds as theſe be ſepara- 
ted from his people. | 
The church increaſes two ways, and by two divers 
means z - extenſively, in breadth and numbers: and 1n- 
tenſrvely, in vigour and power ; peace and proſperity 
cauſe the firſt, ſufferings and adverſity the laſt : And 
well may a day of perſecution be called a winnowing- 
day, for then are the people of God toſſed to purpoſe, 
as corn 1n the fteve, though nothing but chaff be loſt 
WM cereby. Of ſuch a winnowing-day the prophet ſpeaks, | 
"WH Amos ix. 9, 10. «I will ſift the houſe of Ifrael amons 
*« all nations, like as corn 1s lifted in 21teve, yet thall . 
« not the leaſt grain fall upon the: earth ; all the fin- | 
« ners of my people ſhall die.” (4.4.) I will cauſe . 
great agitations and toflings among you,. by the hands - 
| of the Aﬀyrians and Babylonians, into whoſe countries - | 
you ſhall be diſperſed and. ſcattered ; yet I will ſo. go- i 
vern thoſe your diſperſions by my Providence, that not if 
one'good grain, one upright ſoul ſhall eternally perith, 
| - Ya 
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but the ſinners of my people, the refuſe ſtuff, that ſhall 
periſh, EO bE | 

To the ſame purpoſe ſpeaks another prophet, Zeph, 
i. I, 2. - © Gather - yourſelves together, (or as ſome 
« read) fan yourſelves, yea fan yourſelves, before the 
« decree bring forth, and the day paſs as the chaff.” 
He doth not mean that the time ſhall paſs as the chaf;, 
but there is a day of affliction and diſtreſs coming, in 
which the wicked ſhall paſs as the chaft before the 
wind; and yet, notwithſtanding all theſe winnowings 
nm much chaff will ſtill abide among the corn; 
therefore God hath appointed another day for the win. 
nowing. of the world, even the day of judgment; in 
reference to which it is ſaid, Pſalm 1. 4, 5. © The un- 
& godly are not ſo, but are like the chaff which the 
” py drives away ;z therefore the ungodly {hall not 
& ſtand in judgment, nor finners in the congregation 
<« of the righteous :?* (7z.e.) God hath a day wherein 
he will ſift the world, like corn in a fieve, and then 
the wicked ſhall appear to be but chaff, which God 
will eternally ſeparate from his wheat. I will not {train 
the fmilitude, but fairly diſplay it in theſe ſeven parti- 
Culars, | 

1. The chafF and wheat grow togethek in the ſame 
field, and upon the ſame root and ſtalk. In this, 
wicked men are like cha, who not only affociate with 
the people cf God, but oftentimes ſpring up with them 
' in the ſame family, and from the ſame root, or imme- 
diate parents, Mal. 1. 2. was: not Eſau Jacob's brother * 
Yet the one was wheat, the other chaff, Inſtances of 
this are infinite. 
2. The kuſt.ndman would never endure the hulſks, 
chaff, and dry ſtzIks to remain in the field ; if it were 
not for the good corn's ſake, he would quickly ſet fre 
| to it, but that the corn is among it, which he highly 
| prizeth : And, be aflured, God would never ſuffer the 
| wicked to abide Icng in this world, were it not ſor his 
own elect that are diſperſed among them : Except the 
Lord had ſuch a' remnant diſperſed in the world, - 

| wou 
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would/quickly ſet fire to-the four. quarters, and'make it WW 


like Sodom, Lfa. 1. 9. 


3.: The-chaff is a very worthleſs thing ;-. the-huſband- WY 
man cares not what becomes of it ; and of as little Wi 
worth:are wicked men, Prov. x. 20, - © The heart of {| 
« the wicked is little worth.” The heart is the prin- F 
cipal part of the man, and yet that's but the chaff, no 4 
worth in it ; . his lands, his cloaths, &c. are worth | 


ſomewhat, but his heart is worth nothing. 


4. Though chaff in itſelf-be nething worth, yet, it #W 
1s. of ſome uſe to the corn while *tis -ſtanding im the #W 
held 3 the ſtalk bears up' the ear, and the chatf covers' FY 


the grain and defends it from the injury of the wea- | 


ther. . 'Thus-God makes wicked men of uſe to his peo- FY 


ple, in outward ſociety : they help. to ſupport and pro- R} 
tet them in this world, Rev. xii. 16. The earth helped 7 


the woman, (i. e.) worldly men for carnal ends, helped | 


the church, when. a flood of perſecution. was-poured out. 
The church often helps the world, it receives many be- 4 


nefits: from the people of God ; and ſometimes God F 


over-rules the world to help his church. . 


5. When the chaft and wheat are both-brought forth 


and: held up to the wind in one fieve, they fall .two 


ways z the wheat falls down upon the floor or ſheet, the | 


chaff is carried quite away: So.altho* for a time godly .| 


and ungodly abide together, yet when this winnowing 


time comes, Crad's wheat. ihall be gathered into his gar= [ 


ner in heaven, the.chaft ſhall go the other way, Matth: # 


Ill, I2, 
pear when it 1s ſifte 


tis for any wicked man to eſcape the critical ſearch of 


God in. that day ;- the .cloſeſt hypocrite ſhall then be. 


deteted, for God will-judge the ſecrets of men, 2 Car. 


xvi, © He will then bring to light the . hidden things of | + 
«darkneſs, and make manifeſt the . counſels of the '* ; 


«*-heart,” 1 Cor, iv. 5. 
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6. If there be us (ramag among the-corn, it will ap- 4 | j 
in a windy day; it cannot poſſibly Tl 


eſcape, if it be well winnowed ; much more impoſlible ÞR 
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7. Laſtly, after corn and chaff are ſeparated by the 
winnowing wind, they ſhall never lie together in one 
heap, any more; the wicked ſhall ſee Abraham, and 
Iſaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets in the kingdom 
of God, but themſelves thruſt out : There is no chaff 
' In heaven, * | 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. Am I an empty vain profeſſor, 
P, 4 __— that want the pith and ſubſtance of real 
fer @ cloſe hy- godlineſs? Fhen am I but chaft in 
pocrite, | God@'s account, though I grow among 
|  his-corn ; the eye of man cannot diſ- 
cern my hypocriſy; but when he'comes, whoſe fan is 
in his hand, then how plainly will it be deteCted.? An- 
gels and men” ſhall diſcern it, and fay, © Lo, this is 
&« the man that made not God his hope ;*” How ſhall 
abide the day of his coming ? Chriſt 1s the great heart- 
anatomiſt :: "Things ſhall not. be carried then by names 
and parties, as they are now ;.every one ſhall be weigh- 
ed in a juſt balance, and'a Mene Tekel written upon 
every falſe heart: Great will be the perſpicuity of that 
trial: My own conſcience ſhall join with my judge, 
and ſhall then acknowledge, that there is not one drop 
of injuſtice in all that ſea of wrath; and. though I am 
damned, yet am not wronged : "The chaff cannot.ſtand 
before the wind, nor I before the judgment of Chrit, 
2. Is there ſuch. a fanning time 
A reflefijon coming ? Why.do I not then 1tift my 
for one that neg- heart every day by ſerious ſelf-ex2mi- 
lefts ſelf-exami- nation? No work more important to 
nation. me, and yet how much have I neg'ccted 
it? O my foul ! thow hadft been better 
employed, in ſearching thine own - eſtate - in. reference 
to that day, than in prying ſinfully. into the. hearts, and 
cenſuring the conditions of other. men :. Judge thylclh, 
and thou ſhalt not be condemned with the world ; the 
work indeed is difficult, but the. negleEt dange. 0.5 


Wert 


CR... i 
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Were I within a few days to ſtand at man's bar, there 
to be tried for my life, how buſy ſhould I be every hour 
of the day in writing to any that I thought could be- 
friend me, and ſtudying every advantage to myſelf? 
And yet what a vaſt difterence is there betwixt man's | 
bar and God's ? Betwixt a trial for my life, and for my FW 
ſoul? Lord, rouſe up my ſluggiſh heart, by awful and &® W 
ſolicitous thoughts of that day, left I be found among FY 
that chaff which ſhall be burnt up with unquenchable 
fre. oo | 
5, Fear not, O my foul ! though 


there be a blaſt coming which ſhall Arefledon for $ | 
drive all the chaff into hell, yet it a ſincere ſoul. 


ſhall blow thee no harm. *« I know 
« that when he hath tried me, I ſhall come fortn as #Y 
« gold,” Job xxiii. 10. I confeſs I have too much chat FI 
about me, but yet I am not altogether chaff; there is BM 
a ſolid work of grace upon my foul that will abide the & MW 
trial : Let the judgment to come be as . impartial and FM 
exaCt as *tis poſſible” to be, yet a grain of ſincerity can- KF} 

not be loſt in it; for © God will not caſt awaya perfect F} 

« (7, e, an upright-hearted) man,” Fob viii. 20. He BR 

that is appointed to judge the world is mine ; and his FY 

imputed on wilt make me full weight in: the FR 
balance. Bleſs the Lord, O my foul, for ſincerity! this ÞY 
will abide, when common gifts, and empty names, will FR 
fice as the chaff before the wind. | 
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THE winnowing wind firſt drives the chaff away,. '|* 
Next light and hollow grains ; thoſe only ſtay || 

hoſe weight and ſolid ſubſtance' can endure 
This trial, and ſuch grains are counted pure. 
The corn for uſe is carefully preſerv'd ; 


The-uſclels chaff for- burning flames reſerv'd.. 


$ 
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A wind but blows ſome good, a proverb is ;:. 

: Glad ſhall I be if it hold true in this.. F 
O, that the wind, when you to winnowing go, 
This ſpiritual good unto your ſouls mightblow ! 
To make you pauſe.and fadly ruminate, 

In what a Zoleful plight, and wretched ſtate 
Their ſouls are in, who cannot hope to ſtand. 
When' he ſhall come, whoſe fan -1s in his hand : 
His piercing eyes infallibly diſcloſe | 
The very reins, and inward parts of thoſe - 
Whoſe outſide ſeeming grace ſo neatly paints, 
That, with the beſt, they paſs for real ſaints. 
No. hypocrite with God acceptance finds, | 
But, like the chaff, diſpers'd by furious winds. 
Their guilt ſhall not that ſearching day endure, 
Nor they approach th' aſſemblies of the pure, 
Have you obſerv'd in Autumn, thiſtle-down, 

» By howling Molus,.ſcatter'd up and down 


* About the fields? Even ſo God's ireful ſtorm. 


Shall chace the hypocrite, who now can ſcorn 


{ - The breath of cloſe reproofs ; and, like a rock, . 


Repel reproofs, and juſt reprovers mock. 
How many that in ſplendid garments walk, 
Of high profeſſions, and like angels talk, _ 
Shall God diveſt, and openly proclaim 


| "Their ſecret guilt, to their eternal ſhame ? 


This is the day wherein the Lord will rid 

His church of thoſe falſe friends, who now lie hid. 
Among his people : there will not be one 

Falſe heart remain, to loſe our love upon, 


O bleſs'd aſſembly.!. glorious ſtate }. when all 


| In their uprightneſs walk, and ever ſhall. 


O make my heart ſincere, that I may never 
Prove ſuch light chaff as then the wind ſhall ſever 
From ſolid grain; O let my ſoul deteſt 
Unſoundnels, and abide thy ftricteſt teſt ! 
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AN 


INTRODUCTION 


*. a5 oy 4 Sg - Wdhp+. - rv 1 . 


TO THE 
SECOND PART | 
OF "Ai 


HUSBANDRY. 


OW is it, reader, have I tired thee, 
Whilſt through the pleaſant fields thou walk'ſt 
with me ? 

Our path was pleaſant ; but if length .of way 
Do weary thee, we'll ſlack our pace and ſtay : 
Let's fit a while, under the cooling ſhade 
Of fragrant trees ; trees were for ſhadow made. 
Lo! here a pleaſant grove, whoſe ſhade is good 
But more than ſo, *'twill yield us fruit for food : 
No dangerous fruits do on theſe branches grow, 
No ſnakes among the verdant graſs below : 
Here we'll repoſe a while, and then go view 


The pleaſant herds and flocks, and fo adieu, 


1 os 


HL GT EL NEO 6 
LAY wow ” — 


rt ray paw 


4 —— " l 
IVC ww x a 


= PS 


I 


we EI EI ow 
IM ; _ ; 
——<xz - 2» 


— 


"w 


"2 CHAP 
Fg #7 
Ws 2 -& . @ 
- - 
+» E. Y % - 
. 
»- w * I "= 


214 Huſbandry Sprrituaitzed : , Or, 


"CHAP. -L 
Upon the Ingraffing of Fruit Trees. 


Ungraffed trees can never bear good fruit, 
Nor we, 'till graffed on a better root, 


OBSERVATION. 


A Wild tree naturally ſpringing up in the wood or 
| hedge, and never graffed or removed from its 
native ſoil, may bear ſome fruit, and that fair and 
beautiful to the eye ; but it will give you no content at 
all in eating, being always harih, ſour and unpleatant 
to the taſte; but if ſuch a ſtock be removed into a 
good ſoil, and grafted with a better kind, it may be- 
come a good tree, and yield {tore of choice and plcafant 
rult, | 


APPLICATION.. 


Nregenerate men, who never were acquainted 
with the myſtery of ſpiritual union with Jeſus 
Chriſt, but {till grow upon their natural root, ld 
Adam, may, by the force and power of natural prit- 
_ ciples, bring forth ſome fruit, which, like the wild 


hedge fruit we ſpeak of, may, indeed, be fair and pa 
| : fant 


- 
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fant to the eyes of men, but God takes no pleaſure at 
allinit; *tis ſour, harih and diſtaſteful to him, becauſe 
it ſprings not from the Spirit of Chriſt, Ifa. i. 13. © I 
« cannot away with it, it 1s iniquity, &c.” But that 
[ may not entangle the thread of my diſcourſe, I ſhall 
(as in the former chapters) ſet before you a paralle] be- 
twixt the beſt fruits of natural men, and thofe of a wild 
ungraited tree. OY: 

1. "The root that bears this wild fruit is a degenerate 
root, and that's the cauſe of all this ſourneſs and harſh- 
neſs in the fruit 1t bears ; *tis the ſeed of ſome better 
tree accidentally blown, or caſt into ſome waite and bad 
ſoil, where not being manured and ordered aright, *tis 
turned wild : So all the fruits of unregenerate men flow 
from the firſt Adam, a corrupt and degenerate root ; he 
was indeed planted a right ſeed, but ſoon turned a wild 
and Gegenerate plant ; he being the root from which 
every man naturally ſprings, corrupts all the fruit that 
aty man bears from him, *Tis obſerved by Gregory, 
pertinent to my preſent purpoſe, Genus humanum in pa- 
rente primo, velut in radice, putruit : © Mankind was 
© putrified in the root of his firſt parent ;* Matth. vii. 
18, © A corrupt tree cannot bring forth good fruit.” 

This corrupt root ſpoils the fruit, by the tranſmiſflion 
of its ſour and naughty ſap into all the branches and 
fruits that grow on them ; they ſuck no other nouriſh- 
ment, but what the root affords them, and that being 
bad, ſpoils all-; for the ſame cauſe and reaſon, no mere 
natural or unregenerate man can ever do one holy or 
acceptable action, becauſe the corruption of the root is 
n all thoſe actions. "The neceſlity of our drawing cor- 
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is expreſſed by a quick and ſmart interrogation, Job. 
xiv. 4. © Who can bring a clean thing out of an 
« unclean ?” Not one.” -"'['t@ ſenſe of it is well deliver- 
ed to us (by Mr. Cargl in loc.) This queſtion (faith he) 
may undergo a threefold conſtruction : firſt, thus ; who 
can bring a morally clean perſon out of a perſon ori- 
ginally unclean'? and ſo he lays 'his hand ' upon his 

birth- 


ruption in all our athons, from this curſed root Adam, 
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birth-ſin. Or, ſecondly, (which ſpeaks to my purpoſe) 
it may refer to the aCtion of the ſame man ; man beins 
unclean, cannot bring forth a clean thing ; (i. e.) 2 
clean or holy action; that which ts originated is Jile 
its original. And that this ſour fap of the firſt ſtock 
(I mean Adam's tin) is tranſmitted into all mankind, 
not only corrupting their fruit, but. ruining and wi. 
thering all the branches, the apoſtle ſhews us in that 
excellent parallel betwixt the two Adams, Rom. v., 12, 
«.Wherefore, as by one man” [ one not only in indivi. 
duo, ſed in ſpecie, one_repreſenting the whole root or 
ſtock, ] © iin entered into the world :*”” not by imitation 
only, but by propagation ; and this brought death and 
ruin upon all the branches. 

3. Although theſe wild hedge-fruits be unwholeſome 
and unpleaſant to the taſte, yet they are fair and beauti. 
ful to. the eye; a man that looks upon them, and doth 
not know what fruit it is, would judge it by its ihew 
and colour to be excellent fruit; for it makes a fairer 
ſhew oftentimes than the beſt and moſt wholeſome fruit 
doth :- even ſo, thoſe natural gifts and endowments 
which ſome unregenerate perfons have, ſeem exceeding 
fair to the eye, and fruit to be deſired. What excel- 
Tent qualities have ſome meer natural men and women! 
what a winning affability, humble condeſcenſion, meek- 
neſs, righteouſneſs, ingenuous tenderneſs, and ſweet- 
neſs of nature ! as it was (byperbolically caough) ſaid of 


| one, {n hoc homine non peccauvit Adam; © Adam never 


EF © ſinned in this man ; meaning that he excelled the 
Teſt of Adam's children in ſweetneſs of temper and na- 
tural endowments. What curious phantaiies, nimble 
wits, ſolid judgments, tenacious memories, rare eio- 
cution, &c. are to be found among meer natural men! 
by which they are aſfliſted in diſcourſing, praying, 
preaching to the admiration of ſ1ch as know them ! but 
that which is hi; bly eſteemed of men, is abomination 
to God, Luke xvi. 15. It finds no acceptance with 
:him, becauſe it ſprings trom that curſed rogt of naturt, 
' andis notthe edachion of his own fpirit. 


4. if 
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4 If ſuch a ſtock were removed into a better ſoil, - 
" and grafted with a better kind, it might bring forth 
fruit pleaſant and gratefu] to the huſbandman ; and if 
ſuch perſons, (before deſcribed) were but regenerated 
and changed in their ſpirits and principles, what ex- 
cellent and uſeful perfons would they be in the church 
of God ? And then their fruits would be ſweet and 
acceptable to him. One obſerves of Tertuſlian, Ori- 
gen, and Jerom, that they came into Canaan laden 
with Egyptian gold, (z. e.) they came into the church 
full of excellent | human learning, which did Chriſt much 
ſervice. 

5. When the huſbandman cuts down his woods or 
hedges, he cuts down theſe crab ſtocks with the reſt, 
becauſe he values them not any more than the thorns 
and brambles among which they grow ; and as little 
will God regard or ſpare theſe natural branches, how 
much ſoever they are laden with ſuch fruit. The threat- 
ning 1s univerſal, John ii. 3. © Except ye be rege- 
« nerate, and born again, ye cannot enter into the 
= kingdom of 'heaven.” And again, Heb. xii. 14. 
« Without holineſs, no man (be his-natural gifts ne- 
© yer ſo excellent) ſhall ſee God.” Tmbellithed nature 
s nature ſtill : « That,which is born of the fleſh, is but 
« fleſh,” however it be ſet off with advantage to the 
eye of INANe 


REFLECTIONS. 


I. To wha purpoſe then do I | 
plory in my natural accompliſh- _ re eerie for an 

ents ? 'Phough I have a better arcompl7hed naturaliſt 
nature than ſome others have, 
[et "it is a curſed nature ſtill. Theſe ſweet qualities . 
ind excellent gifts do only | hide ;* but not kill the 
orruption of nature. I am but a rotten poſt gilded 
ver, and all my duties but hedge fruit which God 
rt, Wakes no account of, O cutting thought ! that the 


Aearned ſhall riſe ang take heaven, when I with all 


<iSw2 ood ID. aw 


_ courſe de omni fctbile,, © of every thing that 1s knowable, 


- ceit,, that theſe things will procure favour, or (at lealt 


1:3. on the r native ſtock, to be fuel of his wrati to 
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my excellent gifts ſhall deſcend into hell. Heaven was 
not made for icholars, a+ ſuch, but for believers ; 
one faid, when they comforted him on his death-hed, 
that he was a knowing man, a doctor of divinity : Q, 
{aid he, I thall not appear before God as a do<ttor, but 
as a man ; I ſhall ftand upon a level with the moſt i} ;. 
terate in the day of judzment. What doth it avail me 
that I have a nimble wit, whil{t I have none to do my. 
ſeif good? Will my Judge be charmed with a rietori. 
cal tongue? Things will not be carried in that work 
as they are in this. If I could, with Berengarius, di. 


or with Solomon, unravel nature from the ccdar to tis 
hyſop, what would this advantage me, as long as Ia 
Ignorant of Chriſt, and the myſtery of regcneration! 
My head hath often ached with ſtudy, but waen did my 
heart ache for 'ſin? Methinks, O my foul! thy 
trimmeſt up thyſelf in tneſe natural ornaments, to ap 
pear -before God, much Jas that delicate Agag did 
when he was to come before Samuel, and fondly con 


pity from him ; but yet think not, for all that * th 
« bitterneſs of death is paſt :*”” Say not within thyle 
will God caſt ſuch a one as I into hell? Shall a mz 
of {uch paris be damned ? Alas ! juſtice will hew the 
to pieces, as Samuel did that ſpruce king, and nc 
abate thee he leaſt, for theſe things; many thoufar 
branches of nature, 'as fair and fruitful as thylelt, a 
now blazing in heil, becauſe not tranſplanted by re! 
neration in Chriit; and it he ſpared not them, ncili 
Wilt he ſpare thee\. | 
7 2. I am a poor deſpiſed in 

A refiefim for atrue which have no beauty at al 
but weak believer. me, and yet ſuch a one | 
ext | 64s the Lord choſen .to trailpl 
int: Chriſt, whilſt he left many fragrant branches al 


et-\nity ! O grace | for ever to be admired ! ai, 
caule have 1 to be thanktul to free grace, and tor © 


_ 


- 


, 
j 


\ 


to walk humbly witz my God ! the Lord hath therefore 
choſen an unlikely, rugged, unpoiiſhed creature, as 1 
an, that pride may for ever be hid from maine eyes, and 
tht I may ever glory in his preſence, 1 Cor. 1. 29, I 
now have the advantage of a better root and foil than 
any carnal perſon hath ; it will therefore be a greater 
ſhame to me, and a reproach to the root that bears me, 
if { ſhould be outltripped and excelled by them : yet, 
Lord, how often do I find it jo? I fee fome of tzem 
meek and patient, whilſt I am proud and paſſionate 
rentle and aFable, whilit I am rough and ſurly ; gene- 
rous and noble, whilſt I am baſe and penurious. '] ruly, 


ſuch a branch as I am, is no honour to the root that. 


bears it, 2 


- 


* 


The: POEM. 


AM a branch of that fair Eden tree : 
Which to mankind God hath ordain'd to be 

The common ſtock ; his ſituation good, 

His branches many, of himſelf a wood ; 

And like a cedar by the river fed, 

Unto the clouds his ample branches 'pread : 

din ſmote his root, thea juſtice cut him down, 

And levell'd with the earth his lofty cr:wn. 

What hope of branches when the tree's o'erturn'd, 


But like dry faggots to be bound and bura'd ? 


It had been ſo, had not tranſcendant love, 

Which in a ſphere above our thoughts doth move, 
P:epar'd a better ſtock to fave and nouriſh, 
Tranſplanted twigs, which in him thrive and flouriſh. 
In Adam all are curs'd ; no faving fruit 

dhall ever ſpring from that ſin-blaſted root : 


'3-:3 Yea, . 
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Yea, all the branches that in him are found, 
How flouriſhing ſoever, muſt be bound 


And pil'd together (horrid news to tell !) 


To make an everlaſting blaze in hell. 

God takes:no pleaſure in the ſweeteſt bud 
Diſclos'd by nature, - for the root's not good. 
Dome boughs indeed richly adorned are 

With natural fruits, which to the eye are fair ; 
Rare gifts, ſweet difpolitions, which attract 
The love of thouſands, and from moſt exact 


* Honour and admiration. You'll admire 


That ſuch as theſe are fewel for the fire. 
Indeed, ten thouſand pities *tis to ſee 


His unrelenting heart, or draw his love. 
Then cut me off from this accurſed tree, 
Left I for ever be cut off from 'T hee, 


. CHAP, 
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CH-A:P.. IE 


Upon the union of the graft with the ſtock. . 


/ 


 Whenter you bud and graft, therein you ſee, + 
How Chriſt and ſouls muſt here united be. 


. 


OBSERVATION. 


HEN the huſbandman hath prepared his grafts'3 
in the ſeaſon of the year, he carries them, with |} 
the tools that are neceſlary for that work, to the tree or } 
ſtock he intends to ingraft, and having cut off the top # 
of the limb, in ſome reight ſmooth part, he cleaves | 
1t with his knife or chiſlel alittle beſide the pith, knocks } 
in his wedge to keep it open, then (having prepared # W: 
the graft) he carefully ſets it into the cleft, joining the ' 
inner ſide of the barks of graft and ſtock together (there | W 
being the main current of the ſap) then pulls out his + 
wedge, binds both together, ' (as in barking) and clays.) Wt! 
It up, to defend the tender graft and wounded ſtock i 
from the injuries of the ſun and rain. ji 
Theſe tender cyens quickly take hold of the ſtock, | Þ 
and, having immediate coalition with it, drink in its 1 
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ſap, concoct it into their own nouriſhment, thrive bet. 

ter fruits than ever they would have done upon their 
natural root ; yea, the ſmalleſt bud, being carefully 
inoculated and bound cloſe to the ſtock, will, in 
ſhort time, become a flouriſhing and fruitful limb, 


APPLICATION. 


£ © HIS carries a moſt ſweet and lively reſemblance 
of the ſoul's union with Chriſt by faith ; and 
indeed there is nothing in nature that ſhadows forth 
this great goſpel-myſtery like it : *Tis a thouſand pities 
that any who are employed about or are but ſpeCta- 
tors of ſuch an action, ſhould terminate their thoughts 
(as too many do) in that natural object, and not raiſe 
up their hearts to theſe heavenly meditations, which it 
ſo fairly offers them. | 

I. Whenatwig 1s to be ingrafted, or a bud inocu- 
lated, *tis firſt cut off by a keen knife from the tree on 
which it naturally grew. | 

And when the Lord intends to graft a foul into 
Chriſt, the firſt work about it, is cutting work, Acts ii, 
37. their hearts were cut by conviction and deep com- 
punction ; no cyen is ingrafted without cutting, no 
ſoul united with Chriſt, without a cutting ſenſe of ſin 
and miſery. John xvi. 8, 9. £ 

. 2. When the tender ſhoot is cut off from the tree, 

there are, ordinarily, many more left behind upon the 
ſame tree, as promiſing and vigorous as that which is 
taken ; but it pleaſeth the huſbandman to chuſe thus, 
and leave them. | 

Even ſo it is in the removing or tranſplanting of a 
ſoul by converſion : it leaves many behind it in the 
ſtate of nature, as likely and promiling as itſelf ; but fo 
it pleaſeth God to take this ſoul, and leave many 0- 
thers ; yea, often ſuch as grew upon the ſame root ; | 
mean the immediate parent, Mal. i. 2,. © Was not 
« Efau Jacob's brother ? ſaith the Lord ; yet I loved 
«. Jacob, and I hated Eſau,” 
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3. When the grafts are cut off, in order to this 
work, *tis a critical ſeaſon with them : if they lie too 
long before they are ingrafted, or take not with the 
ſtock, they die, and are never more to be recovered ; 
they may ſtand in the ſtock a while, but are no part of 
the tree. | Eu 

So when ſouls are under a work of conviction, it is a 
critical time ' with them ; many a one have I known 
then to miſcarry, and never recovered again: they 
have indeed for a time ſtood like dead grafts in the 
ſtock, by an external dead-hearted profeſlion, but ne- 
var came\to any thing ; and as ſuch dead grafts either 
fall off from the ſtock, or moulder away upon it ; ſo do 
theſe, 1 John 11. 19. | | 

4. The huſbandman, when he hath cut off grafts, 
or tender buds, makes all the convenient ſpeed he can 
to cloſe them with the ſtock ; the ſooner that's done, 
the better; they get no good by remaining as they are, 
And truly it concerns the ſervants of the Lord, who 
are employed in his work of ingrafting ſouls into Chriſt, 
to make all the haſte they can to bring the convicted 
linner to a cloſure with Chrift. As ſoon as ever the 
trembling jailor cried, « What ſhall I do to be ſaved ?”? 
Paul and Silas immediately direCt him to Chriſt, As 
xiv. 30, 3I. They do not ſay, 'tis too ſoon for thee 
to act faith on Chriſt, thou art not yet humbled enough, 
but « believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt 
« be ſaved.” | 

5. There muſt be an inciſion made in the ſtock be- 
fore any bud can he inoculated ; or, the ſtock muſt be 
cut ind cleaved, before the cyen can be ingrafted ; ac- 
cording to that in the poet, 


22.3 


Venerit incifie, fac ramum ramus adeptet ; (i. e.) 


To grafts no living fap the ſtocks impart, 
Unleſs you wound and cut. them near the heart. 


- Such. 
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Joined with the ſtock ; the conjt...fltion is fo clute, that 


_ of Chriſt, he is none of his ;” and faith on our part, 
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- Such an inciſion, .or. wound, was made upon Cbrift, 
in order to our ingrafting into him, John xix. 34. the 
opening of that deadly wound gives life to the ſouls of 
belicvers. , 

6. The graft is intimately united, and c!oſcly con- 


they become one tree. | | 
here 1s alſo a moſt cloſe and intimate union he- 
twixt Chriit and the ſoul that believeth in him. Tt is 
emphatically exprefied by the apoſtle, 1. Cor. vi. 17, 
« He that 1s joined to the Lord is one ſpirit.” The 
word imports the neareſt, cloſeſt, and ſtricteſt union, 
Chriſt and the ſoul-cleave together in a bleſled oneneſs, 
as thoſe things do that are glued one to anothet ; {6 
that look, as the graft is really in the ſtock, and the 
ſpirit or ſap-of the ſtock is really in the graft ; fo a be- 
liever is really (though myſtically) in Chriſt, and the 
ſpirit of Chriſt is really communicated to a believer, 
<« I live,” faith Paul,” © yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in 
« me,” Gal. ii. 20. © He that dwelleth in love, 
« dwelleth in God, and God in him,” 1 John iv. 16, 
7. Grafts are bound to the ſtock by bands made of ill © 
hay or flags : theſe keep it ſteady, elſe the wind would Wi © 
looſe it out of the ſtock. | Nc 
The believing foul is alſo faſtened to Chriſt by bands, Wl © 
which will ſecure it from all danger of being looſed oft de 
from him any more. There are two bands of this [1 
union, without which we could never be made one with Wil ©* 
Chriſt, Rom. viii. g. © If any man hath not the ſpirit ll ?: 


Eph. ii. 17. < "That Chriſt may dwell in your hearts 
« by faith,” Theſe hold "#66 tþ | 

8. Though the ſtock be one and the ſame, yet al 
grafts do not thrive and flouriſh alike in it ; ſome out- 
orow the reſt, and thoſe that grow not ſo well as tie 
others do, the fault is in them, and not in the ſtock; 
ſo it is with ſouls really united to Chriſt ; all do no 
flourith alike in him, the faith of ſome grows exceed 
ingly, 2 The, 1, 3. the things that be. in others, as 


read 
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ready to die, Rev. iii. 2. and ſuch ſouls muſt charge 
the fault upon themſelves. Chriſt ſends up living” ſp 
enough, not only to make all that are in him living, but 
fruitful branches. | 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. Is it ſo indeed betwixt 
Chriſt and my foul, as it is FHFour comfortable rye-. 
betwixt the ingrafted cyen and. fle&ioms for a regene- 
the ſtock? What honour and rate /oul. 
olory then, hath Chriſt con- | 
ferred upon me, a poor unworthy creature | What |! to 


be made one with him, to be a living branch of him, - 


to be joined thus to the Lord ! Oh! what a prefer- 
ment 1s this ! It is but a little while fince I was a wild 
and curſed plant, growing in the wilderneſs amongſt 
them that ſhall ſhortly be cut down and faggotted up. 
for hell ; 'for me to be taken from amongſt them, : and: 
planted into Chriſt. O my ſoul ! fall down and kiſs the 
ſeet of free grace, that moved fo freely towards ſo vile a 
creature ! "The dignities and honours of the kings and ' 
nobles of the earth, are nothing to mine. *T'was truly 
confeſſed by one of them, that it is a greater honour to 
be a member of Chrift, than the head of an empire. Do 
[fay, a greater honour than is put upon the kings of the 
earth ? 1 might have ſaid, *tis a greater honour than is 
put upon the angels in heaven : for to which of them ſaid 
Chriſt, at any time, thou art bone of my bone, and 
teſh of my fleſh ? «< Behold ! what manner of love is 
« this !?? x John 111. 1, | 
2, Look again upon the engrafted cyens, O my 
foul! and thou fhalt find, that when once they have 
taken hold of the ſtock, they live as long as there is 
4 ſap in the root ; and becauſe he liveth, I ſhall live 
alo, for my life is hid with Chriſt in God, Col. iii. 3. 
The graft 1s preſerved in the ſtock, and my ſoul is even 
b, * preſerved in Chriſt Jeſus,” Jude i.  - 


3. Am 
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. Aml joined to the Lord as a myſtical part or 
branch of «ey ? How dear art thou then, O my ſoul, 
to the God and Father of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt! W hat! 
2 branch of his dear Son | What can God with-hovid 
- from one ſo ingrafted ? Eph. 1.6. «© All is yours (faith 
| © my God) for ye are Chriſt's, and Chritt is God's,” 
1 Cor. til. 23. 

4. Once more, draw matter of inſtruction, as well 
as comfort, from this ſweet obſervation : ſeeing God 
hath put all his honour upon. thee, by this molt inti- 
mate union with his Chrii!, look, to it, my ſou] that 

ou live and walk as becomes a ſoul thus one with the 
DL; be thou tender over his glory ; doth not that 
which ſtrikes at the root, ftrike at the very life of the 
graft ? And ſhall not that which ſtrikes at the very glo- 
of Chriſt, tenderly touch and aftect thee ? Yea, be 
ry tenderly ail fed with all the reproaches that fal! 
upon him from abroad, but eſpecially with thoſe that 
redound to him from thine own unfruitfulneſs, Oh! 


- diſgrace not the root that bears thee ! let it never be 


ſaid, that a + evil fruit is found upon a branc? that 
lives and is ted by ſuch a root, 


The P O E M. 


-- 


H ! what conſidering ſerious man can fee 
The cloſe conjunction of the gratt and tree ; . 
And whilſt he contemplates, he doth not find 
— This meditation grafted on his mind ? ? 
I am the branch, and Chriſt the vine ; 
Thy gracious hand did pluck 
Me from that native itock of mine, 


TT hat I his fap might ſuck, 


| The bloody ſpear did in bis heart 


"7 deep incifion Res 


The Heavenly Uſe of Earthly Pens: 227 


That grace to me he might impart, 
And | thereof partake, | 

The Spirit and faith is that firm band 
Which binds us faſt together ; 

Thus we are claſped hand in hard, 
And nothing can us ſever. 

Bleſs'd be that hand which did remove 
Me from my native place | 

This was the wonder of thy love, 
The triumph of thy grace |! 

That I, a wild and curſed plant, 
Should thus preferred be, 

Who all thoſe ornuments do want, 
Thou may 'tt in others ſee. 

As long as e'er the root doth live, 
The branches are not dry; 

Whilſt Chciit hath grace and lite to give, 
My ſoul can never die. 

O blefled Saviour | n-ver could 
A graft cleave to the tree 

More cloſe than thy, poor creature would 
United be with thee. 

My foul, diihonour not thy root, 
*T will be a ihame for thee 

To want the cnoicelt forts of fruit, 
And yet thus grafted be. 

Thu* you may thake from grafts, before they blow, 

More precious fruit than e'er ou trees did gr OW. 
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CH AF. HL 


Upon the gathering in of fruits in autumn, 


FL hen trees are ſhak'd, but little fruiu remains": 
Fuſt ſuch a remnant to the Lord pertains. 


OBSERVATION. 
T is a pleaſant fight in autumn to ſee the fruitful 


branches hanging full of cluſters, which weigh the 
boughs to the ground. - | 


| Aﬀpice curvatos pomorum pondere ramas, 7 
Ut ſua quod peperit vis ferat arbor onus. 


Which I may thus Engliſh. 


O what a pleaſant fight it is to ſee, 
- The fruitful cluſters bowing down the tree ! wl 


But theſe laden branches are ſoon eaſed of their 
burden ; for as ſoon as they are ripe, the huſbandman 
aſcends the tree, and ſhaking the limbs with all his 
might, cauſes a fruitful ſhower to fall like hail {tones 
upon the ground below ; which being gathered to 4 
heap, are carried to the pound, broken all to pieces in 
a trough, and ſqueezed to a dry lump in the prel5, 

| | whence 


\ : 


er A A A A A A es 


The Heavenly Uſe of Earthly Things. 226 


whence all their juice and moiſture runs into the vat, 
How fer eſcape this vat, of all thoſe multitudes that 
grew-in the orchard ? If you look upon the trees, you 
may poſſibly ſee here one and there another, two or 
three upon the utmoſt branches, but nothing in com- 
pariſon to the vaſt number that are there uſed, | 


APPLICATION. 


FUHIS ſmall remains of fruit, which are either 

Jeft upon the tree; or gathered in for an hoarJ, 
do well reſemble that ſmall number of God's ele& in 
the world, which free grace hath reſerved out of the 
zeneral ruin of mankind. Four things are excellently 
thadowed forth to us by this fmilitude, 

1. You ſee in a fruitful autumn, the trees even op=- 
preſſed and overladed with the weight of their own fruits 
before the ſhaking time comes, and tnen they are eaſed 
of their burthen. "Thus, the whole creation-groans un+ 
der the weight of their ſins who inhabit it, Rom. viii. 
22. the creatures are in bondage, and, by an elegant 


curſe, which burdens the creature, Gen. 111. 17. «Curſed 
« is the;ground for thy ſake ;” and the attual fin of 
man brings aCtual curſes upon the creatures, *falm cvii. 
34, "Thus the inhabitants of the world load and bur- 
den it, as the limbs of a tree are burdened, and ſfome- 
times broken with the weight of their ovn fruit, 

2. You may obſerve in your orchard every year, 
what abundance of fruits .daily fall, either by ſtorm, 
or of . their, own accord ; but when the ſhaking tin:e 
comes, then the ground 1s covered all over witth fruit, 
Thus it is with the world, that myſtical tree, with rc 
het to meri that inhabit 'it ; there is not a year, a day, 
or hour, in which ſome drop not, as it were of their 
Wn accord, /by natural death ; and ſometimes wary 
jad epidemical -plagues blow' down thoufands together 
to their graves z theſe are as high winds in a fruitful 

| orchard ; 


Proſopopeeia, are ſaid, but to groan and wait for deli. 
verance. The original fin of man brought an original . 
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_ orchard ; . but when the ſhaking time, the autumn of 
\ the world, comes, then all its inhabitants ſhali h« 

ſhaken down together, either by death, or a tranſlation 
equivalent thereto, 36-147 
3. When fruits are ſhaken down from their trees 
then the huſbandman ſeparates them ; the far 2reater 
part for the pound, and ſome few he reſerves for an 
hoard, which are brought to his table, and eaten with 
pleafure, 'I his excellently ſhadows forth that great ſe- 
paratio!, which Chriſt will make in the cnd of the 
world, when fome ſhall be caſt into the wine-preſs of 
the Almighty's wrath, and others preſerved for glory. 

4. Thoſe fruits which are preſerved on the tree, 
or in the hoard, are comparatively but a handful to 
thoſe that are broken in the pound ; alas ! it is ſcarce 
' one of a thouſand, and ſuch a ſmall remnant of elected 
ſouls hath God reſerved for glory, _ | 

I look upon the world as a great tree, conſiſting of 
four large limbs or branches ; this branch or diviton 
of it oa which we grow, hath, doubtleſs, a greater 
number of God's elect upon it, than the other thrce ; 
| and yet when I look with a ſerious and contidering eye 
upon this fruitful and European branch, and fee how 
much rotten and withered truit there grows upon it, 
it makes me ſay, as Chryſoſtom did of his populous 
Antioch : Oh, how ſmall a remnant hath Jeſus Chriſt 
among theſe vaſt numbers! < Many” indeed « are call- 
« ed,” butah ! how © few are choſen ?'? Matth, xx, 
16. Alas ! they are but as the gleanings when the vin 
tage is done ; here and there one upon 1ts utmoi 
branckes ; to allude to that, Iſaiah xvii 6. It was: 
ſad obſervation which- that ſearching {cholar, Mr Brere 
wood, long ſince made upon the world ; That, divid 
ing it into thirty equal parts, he found no Jeſs thi 
nineteen of them wholly overſpread with idolatry, an 
heatheniſh darkneſs ; and of the eleven remaining part 
no leſs than 11x are Mahometans ; ſo that there reman 
but five of thirty which profeſs the Chriſtian religion? 


larze ; and the far greater part of theſe remaining p 


1 . . 
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are enveloped and drowned'in poptfſh- darkneſs ; ſo that 
ou ſee the reformed? Proteſtant religion is confined to 
a ſmall ſpot of ground , indeed. Now, if from theſe 
we ſubſtraCt all the groſsly ignorant, openly profane, 
merely-civil,, and ſecretly hypocritical, judge then in 
yourſelves, how: ſmall A {cantling | in the world falls to 


Chrift's ſhare. 


« js the way, and {trait 1s the gate that Jeadeth unto 
« 2ue 5 and few there be that find it.” And again, Luke 
li. 32... *Fear- nct, little flock,” "The large piece 
£9 to the devil; a little remnant is Chriſt's, Rom. ix. 
27. Saints IN ſcripture are called Fewvels, Mal. iii. 17. 
Precious Pearls and diamonds, which the Latins call 
Uniones.. Quia nullt duo fimul reperiuntur, (faith Pliny) 


becauſe nature gives them not by pairs, but one by one ; 


how many pebbles to one pear] ? Suitable to this no- 
WT tion, is that complaint of the prophet, & ice. Vii.--4, 2+ 
WH <Wois me! for I am as when they have gathered 
* the ſummer-fruits, as the grape-gleanings of the 
© vintage, there is r.o cluſter to eat ; my foul defired 
* the firſt ripe fruits ; the gpod man is periſhed out 
* of. the earth, and there 1s none, (7. e. not e com- 
« paratively ) upright among men.” he prophet al- 
udes to a poor hungry man, that, after the g gathering 


if time 1s paſt, comes into an axchatd deiiring ſome choice 
1 fruit to eat 3 but, alas! he finds none ; "there-is' no 
cluſter ; poſhbly here and there one after the ms. 


lime. True ſaints are the world's rarities, ; 
AEEFLECTEONS: 


.' What then will be my 
be when that great ſhaking A reflef70n for one that 
ime ſhall come, who have follows the example of the 
kllowed the multitude, and mult:tude, 
we with the tide of the | | 
woild ? How, even when I have been prefſed to ſtrict= 
> and ſingular diligence in the matters of falvation, 


U2 and 


Well might Chritt ſay, Matth. vii. 14: © Narr>w 
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and told what a narrow way the way of life is, have ] 
put it off with this ? If it be fo, then wo to. thouſands | 
Ah, foolith heart ! "Thouſands, and ten thouſands {jj 
be woful and miſerable, indeed, to all eternity | Wi] 
it be any mitigation of my miſery, that 1 ſhall have 
thouſands of miſerable companions with me in hell? 
Or, will it be admitted for a good plea at the judgment. 
ſeat ? Lord, I did as the generality of my neighbour; 
in the world did ; except it were here and there a more 
preciſe perſon, I ſaw none be lived as I hived. Ah, 
foolith {inner ! is it not better to go to heaven alone, 
than to. hell with company ? "The worſt courſes have a]- 
ways the moſt imitators ; and the road to deſtruction 
15 thronged with paſſengers. | 
2. And how little better is 
A refletticn for an ray condition, who have often 
abuſer of mercy. fathered the wickedneſs of my 
own heart upon the encourage- 
ment of mercy ? 'Thus hath my heart pleaded againſt 
{triftneſs and duty; God is a' merciful God, and wil 
not be ſo ſevere with the world to damn ſo many thou- 
| ſands as are in my condition, Deluded fouls ! If 
(3od had damned the whole race of Adam; he had do c 
them no wrong : yea, there is more mercy n ſaving 
but one man, than there is of ſeverity. and rigour in 
damning all. How many drunkards and adulterers 
have lived and died with this plea jn thetrr mouths, 
« Gods a merciful God ?? But yet his wordexprelsly 
faith, « Be not deceived ; ſuch ſhall not inherit the 
« kingdom of God,” x Cor. vi. 9. - God, indeed, !s 
a God of infinite mercy ; but he will never exerciſe hs 
mercy to the prejudice of his truth. 
3. Oh! what rich grace | 
A ref.eftion fer an here, "That in a general $i 
le t ſoul, vh awwreck, Mercy ſhould caſt tort 
a line or plank to fave me ! | hal 
when millions periſh, ] with a few more ſhould clcap 
that perdition | Was it the Father's good pleaſure i 
beſtow the kingdom upon a. little flack, and to mi 
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me one of that number ? ' What ſingular ' obligations 
hath Mercy put upon” my ſoul ! "The fewer are ſaved, 
' the more cauſe have they that are, to admire their ſal- 
vation. If but one of a thouſand had been damned, 
'yet my ſalvation would have been an act of infinite 
orace ; but when ſcarce one of a thouſand are faved,. Wt 
yo __ I call that grace, that caſt my lot among oY 

ney woes 0 ty | ' bf 


The POEM. 


E that with ſpiritual eyes in autumn ſees =, 
| The heaps of fruit which fall from thaken trees, 
tke ſtorms of hail-ſtones, and can hardly find 
: One of a thoufarid that remains behind ; 

f Methinks this meditation ſhould awake 

c His foul, and make it, like thoſe trees, to ſhake. 
7 Ofall the cluſters, which ſo lately grew _ 
Upon thoſe trees, how few can they now ſhew ? 
Here one, and there another ;_ two or three 
Upon 'the utmoſt branches of the tree. 

The greateſt numbers to the pound are borne, 
Squeez'd in the trough, and all to pieces torn, 
This little handful's left to ſhadow forth 

To me God's remnant in this peopled earth. 

|| o'er the whole terreſtrial globe I look, 

The goſpel viſits but a little nook. 

The reſt with horrid darkneſs overſpread, 

Are faſt aſleep, yea, in tranſzreffion dead, 
Whole droves to hell the devil dail y drives z 

No: one among them once reſiſts, or ſtrives. 
And in this little heaven-enlightened ſpot, 

How faſt an intereſt hath Satan got ? 

But few of holineſs profeſſion make ; 

U3 
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And if from thoſe that do profeſs, I take 
"The felf-deluding hypocrites, I'teat. 
'To think how few'll remain that are ſincere. 
© tax not mercy that it ſaves ſo few. ; 
But rather wonder that the Lord ſhould ſhew 
Mercy to any. Quarrel not with grace ; 
But for thyſelf God's gracious terms embrace. 
When all were ſhipwreck'd, thou ſhould*ft wonder more 
'To find thyſelf ſo Eringets caſt aſhore, 
And there to meet with any that can tell 
How narrowly they alſo *ſcap'd from hell. 
"The ſmaller number mercy faves, the higher 
Engagements lie on thee {till to admire. 
Had the whole ſpecies periſh'd in their fin, 
And not one individual ſaved been, 
Yet every tongue before him muſt be mute, 

| Confeſs his righteouſneſs, but not diſpute. 
Or had the hand of mercy, which is free, 
Taken another, and paſs'd over me ; 
I till muſt juſtify him, and my tongue 
Confeſs my Maker had done me no wrong. 
But if my name he pleaſe to let me ſee 

| Enroll'd among thoſe few that ſaved be, 
"What admiration ſhould ſuch mercy move ! 
What thanks, and praiſe, and everlaſting love |! 
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Upon the cutting down af dead trees-. 


Dead barren trees you fer. the re prepare. - 
In ſuch a caſe all fruitleſs perſons ave. | 


OBSERVATION. 


\ FTER. many years patience, in the; uſe of. all 
\ means: to. recover a fruit, tree, if the huſbands 
man ſee; it | be quite dead, and that there can be ne 
more expectation. of any truit from it, he brings his axe, 
and hews it down. by the root; and from. the orchard 
'tis carried to the fire, it being then fit for nothing elſe;;, 


he reckons it imprudent to let ſuch a uſeleſs tree abide 


in good ground, where another may be planted in its 
room, .. that will better pay for the ground it ſtands in. 
I myſelf once ſaw a large orchard of fair but. fruitleſs 
e's all .rooted up, rived. abroad, and ricked up for 

e hre, 


APPLICATION. 


HUS deals. the Lord-by: uſeleſs and barren pro 
feflors who do but cumber his ground, Matth. 
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lit. I0. © And now alfo the axe is laid: toathe' root of 
« the trees ; therefore every tree that.brings- not forth 
<« vo00d fruit, is hewn down and. caftfinto the fire.” 
And Luke xiii. 7, « Then faid the.dreffer of the vine. 
«. yard, behold, theſe three..years.1 came ſeeking fruit 
« on this hg-tree, and. find none ; cut. it down ; wh 
« cumbreth it the-ground ?”? "Theſe three years, allud. 
ing to the time. of. his. miniſtry, he being at that time 
entering upon his laſt "half year, as one obſerves, by 
harmonizing the evyangelifts ; ſo long he had waited for 
the fruit of his miniſtry among theſe dead-hearted Jews ; 
now his patience is even at an end ; cut them down, 
(faith he) why cumber they the ground ? I will plant 
others (viz. the Gentiles) in their room. © "Fhis hew. 
ing down of the barren tree doth, in a lively manner, 
ſhadow forth God's judicial proceedings againſt forma] 
and empty profeſſors under the goſpel ; and the reſem. 
blance clearly holds in thefe following particulars : 
1. The tree that is to be hewn down for the fire, 
ſtands in the orchard among other flouriſhing trees, 
where it hath enjoyed the benefit of a good foil, a ſtrong 
fence, and much culture ; but being barren,. theſe 
privileges ſecure it not from the fice. It is: not our 
ftanding in the viſible church by a powerful profeffion 
among real ſaints, with whom we have been affociated, 
and enjoyed the rich and excellent waterings of ordi- 
nances that can ſecure us from the wrath of God, Mat. 
iii; 8, 9. <PBring forth fruits meet for repentance, and 
<« think not to ſiy within yourſelves, we have Abraham 
« to our father.” Neither Abraham, nor Abraham's 
God, will acknowledge: fuch. degenerate children ; if 
_ Abraham's faith be not in gue hearts, it will be no 
advantage that Abraham's blood runs in your veins.— 
*T will be a poor plea for Judas when he ſhall ſtand be- 
fore Chrift in judgment, to ſay, Lord, I was one of 
thy family ; I preach*d for thee ; I did eat and drink in 
thy preſence, Let theſe ſcripcures be conſulred, Mat.h, 
vil. 22,” | Matth, xxv. 11, 12, Rom, 1, od rng FO 
PTL Jo1EP ADE SONS) 3TH1 DO) ViW --1 '2, Nt 
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&* no man that hath power over the ſpirit to retain the” 


2. The huſbandman doth not preſently cut down the 
tree, becauſe it puts not forth'as ſoon as other trees do'; 
but waits as long as there is any hope, and then cuts 
it down. | Thus doth God wait upon barren dead heart-, 
ed perſons, from Sabbath to Sabbath, and from year to 
year 3 for' the Lord is Jong-ſuffering to us- ward; atid 
not' willing that any ould perifh, but that all fhould 
come to repentarice, > Pet 1ii. 9g, Thus the Jong-ſuf- 
fering of God waited in the days of Noah npon” "thoſe 
" trees, who ae now ſmoaking and flaming'in hell, 

Pet. it. 20, He waits long on linners, but keeps eX= 
ath accounts of every year and/day'of his patience, Luke. 


Xilt, 7. Theſe three Jears. And Jer. XXV. 3. theſe 
pedipe four (on 


en the time is corrte to'cut it FRO the dead TH 


tree cantot poſlibly relift: the ſtroke'sf the' axe ;* but re- 


ceives the blow, and falls before it. No miore can the | 


ſtouteſt ſiriner refiſt the fatal froke of death, _by which 
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the Lord hews him down ; Ecct. viii. 8: here is 4 [1 


« ſpirit; neither hath'he' power'th the day. of death; 


& and there'is no diſcharge in that war,” When the [| 


pale horſe comes, away you muſFinto the Jand of dark. 
neſs. © Though they cry, with Adrian; O my poor ſoul! 


whither' art thou going? Die thou muſt, thou barren, | 


profeſſor ; thongh . it were better for thee to do an 


thing elſe than to'die; What a dreadful fhriek will thy Þ 
conſcience give, when it ſees the axe at thy root, and | 


fay to thee, as it is Ezek. vii. 6. « An end is come, 
« the end' is come; it 'watcheth for thee, behold it 


« is come.” Oh! faid Henry  Beauford, (that rich [ 


and wretched cardinal, biſhop of Wincheſter, and'chan- 
cellor of England, when he perceived whereto he muſt} 


wherefore muſt T' die ? Tf the whole realm would fave, 4 


my life, I am able either by policy to get it, or by 


riches to buy it. Fie (quoth he) will not death be hired! 7 My 4 


Will riches do nothing 1 ? No neittier riches nor policy 
can then avail. | 


4. That ff 
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4+ That fide to, which the tree. leaned 'moft while it 
ſtood, that way it will, fall when it is cut down ; and 
as it falls ſo. it lies, whether to, the ſouth: or north, 
Eccl. xi. 3. So it fares with theſe myſtical trees, I mean 
fruitleſs profefiors : Had their hearts and affeQions i In- 
clined and bended heaven-ward whilſt they lived, that 
way, no doubt, they had fallen at their death : but as 
their hearts inclined to fin, and-even bended to. the 
world, ſo when God gives the fatal ftroke, they muſt 
fall hell-ward and wrath-ward : And, how dreadful 
will ſuch a fall be ! 

. 5. When the dead tree is carried out of the orchard, 
it ſhall never be among the living trees of the orchard 
* more : many years it grew among them, but now 

Il never have a place there again. And when the 
Ph. profeſſor is carried out of the| world by death, 
he ſhall. never be aſſociated with ſaints any more : He 
may then ſay, farewell, all ye ſaints, among. whom [1 
Uy56s and, with whom, 1 often heard, faſted, and pray- 

: 1 ſhall neyer ſee your face no more Marth. Vil, 11, 
25 «1 fay unto you, that many ſhall come, from the- 
« eaſt, .and weſt, and north, and; fouth, and ſhall. lit 
| down with Abraham, Haac,. and Jacob, in the king- 
| & dom of heaven ; but the children of the kingdom ſhall 
c be caſt forth into outer darkneſs,.there ſhall be weep- 
| © ing and wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth.” 
| - 6. When the ad tree is carried out of the aechard, x: 
F the huſbandman_ cuts off its branches, and rives it a-. 

| ſunder with his wedges. This alſo is the lot of barren 
WW profeſiors.; « The Lord of that ſervant will come in a 
| &« day when he looketh not for, him, and will cut him 
| cc Aluoger ;” he ſhall be diſſected, or:cut abroad, Luke. 
| Sil. 4 
| Now therefore conſider this,” ye that forget God, 
| left I tear (or rend) youn pieces, Pſalm 1, 22.  O dire- 
i ful day ! when the "4 ame hand which planted, pruned, 
T 
| [ 


and watered thee fo long, and- ſo tenderly, ſhall now 
Ke mortal ſtrokes at thee, and that without pity |. 
* For he that made them, will not have mercy on 
f | « them ;. 


now all may fee how rotten it is at the heart ; ſo God 


« men gather them, and caſt them into' the fire; and 


« onaſhing their teeth,” Luke xni, 38. and that both in 
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&« them; and he that formed them, will ſhew them' no Il 
« favour,” Iſa. xxvii. 'rx, For the day of mercy is 
over; and the day of, wrath 1s'fully come. - -* 5 

- . 7. When this tree is-cleaved abroad, then its rotten 
hollow inſide appears, which was the cauſe. of its bar- 
rennefs ; it looked like a fair and ſound-bodied tree, but 


in that day, when he {hall diſſect the barren profeſfor, 
will diſcover the rottenneſs of his heart, and unfound- 
neſs of his principles and end : Then they who never 
fuſpeCted him before, ſhall ſee what a hollow and rotten- 
hearted profeſlor he 'was. 7 RATA 202-2 

8. Laſtly : The: fruitleſs tree is caſt into the fire. 
This alſo 1s the end and fad jflue of formality, John 
xv. b, « He is catt forth as a branch and is withered ; 


« they. are burned.” _This'is an undoubted' truth, 


that there is no plant in God's ' vineyard, but he will WY 


have glory from it, by bearing fruit ; or glory on 1*, 
by burning - in the. fire. In this fire ſhall they lie 


indignation againſt the ſaints, whom they {halt ſee'in 
glory z and againſt Jeſus Chriſt, who would not fave - 
them ; and againſt themſelves, ſor loſing fo foolichly the FN 
opportunity of ſalvation. Do you behold when you fit RY 
by the fire, the froth that boils out of thoſe Ging | 

logs? O think of that foam and rage of thoſe undone 
creatures, forming and gnafhing their teeth in that fire 
which 1s not quenched ! Mark 1x. 14. 


REFLECTIONS. 
How. often have I paſſed by ſuch 


barren trees, with a more barren A -efle#t' n for a 
heart, as little thinking ſuch a tree for nai hypo. rit ', 
to be the emblem of myſelf; as Ne- _ A > 
buchadnezzar did, when he ſaw the tree in a dream, I}, 
which repreſented nimſe:f, and ſhadowed ferti to him iv 

bis enſuing miſery, Jan, iv. 13, bur O my co.ifcien->? Þ 
| | J my 
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* any drowſy, ſleepy conſcience | wert ; thou: but tender, 
and faithful .to me, thou wouldit make as round 2nd 
terrible an application of ſuch a-ſpectacle.to me, as the 
faithful prophet did to hun, v. 22+ ;And thus woul:!{ 
thou, O iny ſoul, bemoan thy condition. - = 

Poor wretch ! here 1 grow, for a little time, amons 
the trees of righteouſneſs, the plants of, renown, but 
am none of them ; I was never planted a right ſeed ; 
ſome green and, flouriſhing leaves of - profeſſion, indeed 
1 have, which .deceive . others, but God canuot be de- 
ceived ; he ſees I am fruitlels and rotten at the heart, 
Pocr foul | what will thine end be but burning ? Be- 
hold, the axe lieth þy the root z and; a wonder it is, 
that there it ſhould lie fo long, and I yet ftanding ! 
Still mercy plead - for a fruitleſs creature : Lord, ſpare 
it one ,year longer. Alas! he need ftrike no grcat 
blow to ruin me; his very breath blows. to deſtruction, 
Job iv. 9g, A frown of his face; can blaſt and ruin me, 
Pfalm Ixxx. 6, He is daily ſolicited by his juſtice to 
hew me down, and yet I ſtand. Lord cure my bar- 
renneſs | I know'thou hadit rather ſee the fruit than fire 
upon me. BSE 4452] | 


k £41 067 Pkg PB "AE. 


F, after pains and patience, you can ſec 
|| No hopes of fruit, down goes the barren tree, 
You will not ſuffer trees that are unſound _ 
And. barren too, to cumber uſeful ground, 

The fatal axe is laid unto the root : 

*T'is fit for fire, when unkt for fruit. 

- But, tho? this be a dead and barren tree, 
Reader, 1 would not have.it {a to thee : Þ 


F338 


. The Feavenly Uſe of Earthly Things, 


May it to thee this ſerious thought ſuggeſt, 
In all the orchard this dead tree's the beit ; 
Think on it ſadly, lay it cloſe to heart, 

This 1s the caſe in which thou waſlt, or art, 
If ſo thou wait, but now dolt live and grow, 
And bring forth fruit, what praiſe and thanks doſt owe 
'To that wiſe huſbandman that made thee fo ? 

O think, when juſtice lifted up 1ts hand, 

How mercy did then interceding itand ! 

How pity di4. on thy behalf appear, | 

To beg reprival for another year; $65 & 

Stop, Pe | forbear him ; all hope is nct paſt ; 

He can but be for hre at the lait. 

Though many ſermons, many a gracious call 

He hath reſiſted hike a brazen wall, 

The next may win him ; when thy grace ſha"! raiſe 
Unto itſelf a monument of praiſe. 

How ſhould this meditation thaw and me 1t 

The heart of him that hath ſuch mercy felt ? 

But, if thou {till remain a barren trec, 

Then here, as in a mirror, thou may'lt ſee | 

Thy wretched ſtate, when juſtice, at a blow 
Requites God's patience in thine overthrow. 
And canft thou bear it? Can thy heart endure 

To think of everlaſting burnings ? Sure, 

This mult thy lot, thy fearful portion be, 

If thou continue itil] a barren tree. 
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To THE 


THIRD 


HUSB 


OF 


PART 


ANDRY. 


A turn 1* th” fields, and there converſe and talk 
ith cows and horſes ; they can teach us ſome 


N: from the pleaſant orchard let us walk 


Choice leſſons, though irrational and dumb. 
My reader's weary ; yet 1do not fear 


_ To be forfakeu by one reader here : 


He'll doubtleſs ſtay to hear what queſtion I 
Propound to beaſts, and how they make reply. 
"The fatted ox, and pamper'e horſe you ride ; 


| Their careleſs maſter for his care thus chide. 
The. 4s 


GC ar 4. > De 


+ 4d "1 


The Heavenly Uſe of Earthly Things. 243 


CH A Pb 


Upon the huſbandman's care for his cattle, 


More care for horſe and oxen many take, 


Than for their ſouls or deareſt chudren's ſake, 


OBSERVATION, 


ANY huſbandmen are exceflively careful abcut 

their cattle, riſing themſelves early, or cauſing 
' their ſervants to riſe betimes, to provender and dreſs 
them. Much time is ſpent in ſome countries, in trim- 
ing and adcrning their horſes with curious trappings 
and plumes of feathers ; and if at any time. their beaſts 
be fick, what care 1s taken ta recoyer and heal them 
you will be ſure they ſhail want nothing, that is neceſſary 
tor them ; yea, many will chuſe rather to- want them=- 
ſelves, than ſuffer their horſes ſo to do; and take a great 
deal of comfort to ſee them thrive and proſper under 
their hands, _ | I 


APPLICATION, 


HAT one ſaid of bloody Herod, who few fo 
many children at Bethlchem, T hat itwere bet- 
ter to be his {wine than his fon, may be truly enough 
2pplied to ſome parents and maſters, who take Jels care 
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for the faving the ſouls of their children and ſervants, 


than they do for the bodies of thoſe beaſts which daily 


feed at their fialls and cribs, Many there be who do, in 
reference to their ſouls, as Jacob did with reſpect to the 
preſervation cf their bodies, when he puts all the herds 
of catile before, and his wives and little ovces behing, 
as te went to meet his brother Eſau. *Lis a weighty 
ſaying of a grave * author : ©” Tis vile ingratitude to 
« rejoice when cattle multiply, and repine when chil. 
dren increaſe : *tis heathenith citrufifulneſs, to fear 
that he who provides for your beaſts, will not pro- 
vide for your children ; and *tis no leſs than unnatu- 
ral cruelty, to be careful of the bodics of bealts, nd 
carclcfs of the ſouls of children.* Let us but a little 
compare your care and diligence in both reſpects, and 
ſce, in a few particulars, whether you do indeed yalue 
your own, or your children's and ſervants ſouls, as you 
do the life and health of a beaſt... | 

rt. Your cate for your very horſes is expreſled early 
whilſt they are but colts, and not come to do you an 
ſervice z you are willing to be at pains and coſt, to have 
them broken and brought to their way. "This is more 
than ever many of them did for their children ; they 
can fee them wild and profane, naturally taking a ſtroke 
or way of wickedneſs, but yet never were at any pains 
or colt to break them ; thefe muſt be fondled and cock- 


» 
\ 
£ 
c 
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| ered up in the natural way of their own corruption and 


wickedneſs, in! n>t a rod of reproof uſed to break them 
or it. | 

"Tis obſerved of the Perſians, þ that they put out 
their children to ſchool as foon as they can ſpeak, and 
will not ſee them in {cven years after, leſt their jndut- 
gence ſhould do them hurt, L 


2. You keep your conſtant fet time, morning and 


| evening, to feed, w:ter, and dreſs your cattle, and will 


dy no means neglect it once : but how many times have 
: | | oo 
o 


 '* Ferh. on Fude, part. 2. þ. 170. 
$ Clark's Mir. þ. 506. 
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milies ? Yea, how many be there, / whole ' very tables, 
in reſpe&t of any worſhip God hath there, do very little 
differ from the very cribs and mangers at which their 
horſes feed ? As ſoon as you are up in a' morning you 
are with your beaſts, before you have bcen with your 
God. ow little do ſuch differ: from beaſts ? And 
happy were It if they were no more accountable to God 
than their beaſts are. _ 9 £3107 91-11 51TÞ 
The end of your care, coſt, and pains about your cat=- 
tle is, that they may be ſtrong for labour, and the more 
ſerviceable to you : thus you comply with the end of 
their beings. - But how rare a thing is it to find theſe 
men as careful to fit their poſterity to be uſeful and 
ſerviceable to God- in their . generations, which is the 
end of their beings ; if you can make them rich,: and 
provide good' matches for them, you reckon' that you 
' have fully diſcharged the duty of parents : if they will 
learn to hold the plow, that you are willing to teach 


them ;. but, when did you ſpend an hour to teach them 
the. way of ſalvation ? 


J 2 F 


you negleted morning and evening duties in your fa. 
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Now to convince ſuch careleſs parents of thei hei= JE 


nouſneſs of their fin, let theſe. queries be ſolemnly Con- j | 


ſidered?: [WET 


Du. 1; Whether this be + fuffician diſcharge of that 


great duty which God hath laid upon Chriſtian parents, 
in reference to their families ? That God hath charged 


them with . the. ſouls of their : families, is undeniable, Y 
Deut.. vi. 6, 7: . Eph. vi. 4, If God hath not cloathed | 


you with his authority, to command them in the wa 
of the Lord, he would never have charged them fo 
ſtriMly to terry you obedience as he hath done, Eph. 


vi. 1. Col. iii. 20. Well, a great truſt is repoſed in | 
you, look to your duty ; for wichcut diipute you ſhall |} I 
: WV : 


anſwer for it. 


' 2%, 2. Whether it be likely, if the time of youth || 
(which is the moulding age) be neglected, they will be ! F 


wrought upon to any good afterwards ? Huſbandmen, me | 


let me put a ſenſible caſe to you; do not you ſee in: ® 
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our very horſes, that whilſt they are young, you can 
ing them to any way ; but if once they have got a 
falſe ſtroke, and by long cuſtom it be grown natural t» 
them, then there is no breaking them of it : yea, you 
t fee it in your-very orchards ; you may bring a tender 
F twig to grow in what form you pleaſe ; but when *tis 
grown to a ſturdy limb, there is no bending it after- 
wards to any other-form than what it naturally took, 
Thus it is with children, Prov. xxii. 6. ©« Train up a 
©-cin|d in the way he ſhould go, and when he is old he 
« will not depart from it.” ; 

Ds. 3. Whether if you negleCt to inſtruct them in 
the way of the Lord, Satan, and their own natural cor- 
ruption, will not inſtruct them in the way to hell? 
Cenſider this, ye careleſs parents, if you will not teach 
your children, the devil will teach them : if ye ſhew 
them not how to pray, he will ſhew them how to 


F curſe and fivear, and take the name of the Lord in 


vain; if you grudge time and pains about their ſouls, 
the devil doth not. Oh! ?tis a fad conſideration, 
that ſo many children ſhould be put to ſchool to the 
devil! 

Du. 4. What comfort are you like to have from 
them when they are old, if you bring them not up in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord, when they 


F are young ? Many parents have lived to reap in their 


old age the fruit of their own folly and careleisnels, in 
the locſe and vain education of their children. , By Ly- 
curgus's law, 0 parent was to be relieved by his 
children in age, if ke gave them not £o0d education in 
tteir youth; and it is a law at this day among the 
Switzers, That if any child be condemnel to die for 
a capital offence, the parents of that child are to be 
bis executioners ; theſe laws were made to - provoke 
parts to look better to their. charge. Belicve this 1s 
an undoubted truth ; that thit child which becomes 
(through thy defavir) an 1:ftrument to dithoncur Got, 
{hall p: ove {ooucr 01 la.er a {cn ot daugliter of ſorrow 
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REFLECTIONS. 


1. God hath found out my {in this re MD 
day. This hath been my practice +» A reflefion 
ſince ever I had a family committed for careleſs pa- 
to my charge; I have ſpent more rents. | 
time and pains about the bodies of | 
my beaſts, than the ſouls of / my children : beaſt that | 
I am for ſo doing ! little have I conſidered the preci- 
ouſneſs of my own, or their immortal fouls, How Fl 
carcful have | bcen to provide fodder to preſerve my {| 
cattle in the winter, whilſt I leave my own and their 3 
ſouls to periſh to eternity, and make no provition for 4 
them ? Surely my children will one day curfe the FI 
time that ever they were born unto ſuch a cruel father, FF 
or of ſuch a mercileſs mother. Should I bring home 3 
the plague into my family, and live to ſee all my poor i 
children lie dead by the' walls if I had not the heart 
of a tyger, ſuch a i1ght would melt my heart : and yet 
the death of their fouls, by the fin which 1 propagated ? 
to them, affeCts me not. Ah ! that I could fay, I had YZ 
done as much for them, as I have done for a beaſt that TI 
periſheth |! ; 

2. But, unhappy wretch that I am ! _ ; 
God caſt a better lot for me; I am the A reflefti- | 

_ offspring of religious and tender parents, on or the dif- 8 
who have always deeply concerned them-  obedrent child | 
ſelves in the everlaſting /tate of the ſoul ; of a gracious 
many prayers and tears have they poured parent, a 
out to God for me, both in my hearing _ un 
as well as in ſecret; many boly and wholeſome counſels  B 
have they from time to time dropt upon, me 3, many | 
precious examples have they ſet in their own practice | 
before me ; many a time when I have finned againſt ' 
the Lord, have They ſtood over. me with a rod in their 
hands, ad tears in their eyes, uling all means to re- | 
claim me ; but, lice an ungracious wretch, I have ſlight- ,] & 
ed their lives to them by my ſinful courſes, _ Ahy my | | 

AF ME NTP ey ſoul ! '! 
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foul! thou art.a degenerate plant; better will it he 
with the offspring of infdels than with thee, if repent. 
ance prevent not: now I live in one family with ther, 
but ſhortly, I ſhall be ſeparated from them, as far as hel] 


| is from heaven ; they now tenderly pity my miſery, 


but then they ſhall approve and applaud the righteous 
ſentence of Chriſt upon me : ſo little privilege ſhall I 
then have, from my relation to them, that they ſhall he . 


( produced as witneſſes againſt me, and all their rejected 


counſels, reproofs and examples, charged home upon 
me, as the aggravattons of wickedneſs ; and better it 
will be, when it ſhall come to that, that I had been 


| | brought forth by a beaſt, than ſprung from the loins of 


ſuch parents. 


The P O E M. 


'F OUR cattle in fat paſtures thrive and 'grow,. 

| There's nothing wanting that ſhould 'make them 
T he pamper*'d horſe commends his maſter's car', {fo. 
Who neither pains or colt doth grudge or ſpare, 

But art not thou mean-while rhe verieſt fool, 


| That pamper'ſt beaſts, and ſtarves thy precious ſoul? 


*T were well if thou couldit die as well as live 
Like beaſts, and had no more account to give... 
O that theſe lines your folly might detect ! 


Who both your own and children's ſouls neglect 


To care your beaſts. O man ! prepare to hear 


| The dolcful{ language that e'er pierc'd thine ear : 


When you your children once in hell thall meet, 


8 And with ſuch language their damn'd parents greet : 


« O curſed father | wretched mother ! why 
© Was TI your offspring? Would to God that I 
« Had ſprung from tygers who more tender be 
«. Unto their young than you have been to _ 
. CC.. HOW. 


OW- 
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« How did you ſpend. your thoughts, time, care, and 
« cof 

« About my body, whilſt my foul was loſt ? 

« Did you not know I had a foul, that muſt 

« Live when this body wes diffolv'd to duſt? 

« You could not chule but underſtand it I, 

« Without an intereſt in Chriit did die, 

« Tt needs muſt come to this. O how could you 

« Prove ſo remorſcleſs, and no pity ſhew ? 

« (O cruc; parents ! 1 may curle the day 

« That I was born of ſuch as did betray 

« "Their child*to endleſs torments, Now muſt I 

« With and through you, in flames for ever lie.”*' 
Let this make every parent tremble, leſt 
He loſe his child, whilſt caring for his beaſt ; 
Or leſt his own poor ſoul do ſtarve and pine, 
Whilſt he takes thought for horſes, ſheep, and kine. 
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CHAP. 1 
Upon the Hard Labour and Cruel Uſage of Beaſts. 


| 17hen under loads your beaſts do groan, think then 


- " 


= How great a mercy *tis that you are men. 


OBSERVATION. 


| f Ararage ſome men be exceſſively careful and 
| tender over their beaſts (as was noted in the f:r- 
# mer chapter) yet others are cruel and mercileſs towar:s 
$ them, not regarding how they ride or burden thei2, 
# How often have I ſeen them fainting under their loads, 
# wrought off their legs, and turned out with galled 
We backs, into. the fields or highways to ſhift for a little 
$ graſs many times have I heard and pitied them, groan- 
| Ing under unreaſonable burdens, and beaten on by mer- 
F cileſs drivers, till, at Jaſt, by ſuch cruel] uſage they 
| have been deſtroyed, and then caſt into a ditch for dogs 
meat, | | | 


APPLICATION. 


UCH fights as theſe ſhould make men thankful 
for the mercy of their creaticn, and bleſs their 
- bountiful Creator that they were not made {uch crea 

| F | QIVLOY 
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tures themſelyes., Some beaſts are made ad eſum, 


_ © only for food,” being no other way uſeful to man, as i 


ſwine, &c, Theſe are only fed for ſlaughter ; we kill 
and eat them, and regard not their cries and ftrugglings 
when the knife is thruſt to their very hearts : others 


are only ad c wk © for ſervice,” whillt living, but un- | | 
profitable when dead ; as horſes ; theſe we make to 'i 


drudge and to toil for us from day to day, but kill them 
not : others are both ad eſum & uſum, © for food when 


© dead, and ſervice whilſt alive,” as the ox ; theſe we | 
make to plow our fields, draw our carriages, and after- 


# 


wards prepare them for ſlaughter. | | 
But man was made for nobler ends, created lord of 


this lower world ; not to ſerve, but to be ſerved by 
other creatures ; a mercy able to melt the hardeſt heart ' 
into thankfulneſs. I remember, * Luther, preſſing men 'W 
to be thankful, that they are not brought into the low- 1 
c{t condition of creatures, and to bleſs God that they jk 


can ſee any creature below themſelves, gives us a fa- 
mous inſtance in the following ſtory : T'wo Cardinals 
(ſaith he) riding in a great deal of pomp to the coun- 


cil of Conſtance, by the way they heard a man in the | 
fields weeping and wailing bitterly ; they rode to him, | 


and aſked him what he ailed ? Perceiving his eyes in- 
tently fixed upon an ugly toad, he told them that his 
heart was melted with the conſideration of this mercy, 
that God had not made him ſuch a deformed and loath- 
ſome creature, though he were formed out of the ſame 
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clay with it : Hoc eft quad amare fleo, ſaid he, this is that x 


which makes me weep bitterly : Whereupon one of | 
the Cardinals cries out, well, ſaid the Father, the un- ' RF 


learned ſhall riſe and take heaven when we with all our 
learning ſhall be thruſt into hell. That which melted 


H 
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the heart of this poor man, ſhould melt every heart | | 


when we bchold the miſery to which theſe poor crea- | 


tures are ſubjected. And this will appear a mercy. of 
no ſlight contideration, if we but draw a compariſon be- 


twixt 


* Luther in 3 precept., | 
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twixt ourſelves and theſe irrational ereatures, in theſ- 
three particulars. | ' 4 Þ 
"P $ Though they and we were made of the fame 
mould and clay, yet how much better hath God deal: 
with us even as to the outward man ? "The ftrucure 
of our bodies 1s much more excellent; God made o- 
_ ther creatures by a word of command, but man by 
counſel; it was not, Be thou, but, Let us make may, 
We might have been made ftones without ſenſe, or 
beaits without reaſon, but we were made men. "The 
nobleſt ſtructure and ſymmetry of our bodies invitcs 
our fouls not only to thankfulneſs but admiration. Da- 
vid, ſpeaking of . the curious frame of the body, faith, 
« I am wonderfully made, .Pſalm cxxxix. 13. or, as 
- the vulgar read it, painted as with a neecle, like ſome 
_ rich piece of needle-work curiouily embroidered with 
" nzrves and veins, Was any part of the common lump 
of clay thus faſhioned. Galen gave Epicurus an hun- 
dred ycars time to imagine a more commodious jitua- 
tion, configuration, or compoſition of any one part of 
a human body ; and (as one faith) if al] the angels in 
heaven had ſtudied to this day, they could not have cafi 
the body of man into a more curious mould, _ 
. 2, How little eaſe or reſt have they? "They live not 
many years, and thoſe that do are in bondage and mi- 
ſery, groaning under the effects of fin ; but God hati 
provided better for us, even as to our outward cond!- 
tion in the world ; we have the more reſt, becauſe tney 
have ſo little. How many refreſhments and comforts 
hath God provided for us, of which they are uncapabic! 
If we' be weary with labour, we can take no reſt ; but 
| freſſ» or weary, they muſt ſtand to it, or fink under i 
from day to day. _ 

: What a narrow capacity hath God given to bea's! 
What a large capacity to man ! Alas ! "they are oi) 
capable of a Rittle ſenſitive pleaſure; as you ſhall i 
ſometimes, how they will friſk in a green paſture ; thi 
is all they can be capable of, and this death puts 2! 
end to; but how comprehenſive are our ſouls in tad! 
Capacitics: 


The Heavenly Uſe of Earthly Things. 253 | 


capacities? We are made in the image of God ; we 
. can look beyond preſent things, and are capable of the 


higheſt happineſs, and that to all eternity : the ſoul of 
a beaſt is but a material form, which wholly depend- 
ing upon, muſt needs die with the body ; but our ſouls 
are a.divin2 ſpark or blaſt; and when the body dies, 
it dies not with it, but ſubliſts even in its ſeparated 
ſtats... | TOY 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. How great a ſin is ingratitude to : 
God for ſuch a common, but choice A refleti- 
mercy of creation and proviſion for me on for an un- 
in this world ? There is no_ creature thankful ſin- 
made worſe by kindneſs, but man.— ner. 

There is a kind of gratitude which 1 

may obſerve even in theſe brute beaſts ; they do in 
their way acknowledge their benefactors ; © The ox 
& knows his owner, and the aſs his maſter's crib.” 
How ready are they to ſerve ſuch as feed and cheriſh 
them! But I have been both unthankful and unſer- 
viceable to iay creator and benefactor, that hath done 
me-good all my days ; thoſe poor creatures that ſ.veat 
and groan under the loads that I lay upon them, never 
ſinned againſt God, nor tranſgrefled the laws of their 
creation, as I have done ; and.yet God hath dealt bet- 


ter with me than with them. O that the bounty of ' 


God, and his diſtinguiſhing mercy between me and 
che beaſts that periſh, might move and. melt my heart 
into thankfulneſs ! O that I might conſider ſeriouſly 
waat the higher and more excellent end of my creation 
is, and might more endeavour to anfwer and live 

toit! Orelfe, O my foul! it will be worſe with thee 
than-with the beaſts: *tis true, they are under bondage- 
and miſery ; but it is but for a little time ; death will 
end a!] their pains; and eaſe them of all their heavy 
loads ; but<E thall groan - to all eternity, under a hea- 
Yer burden than ever they felt; they have no account. 
T .'«\) ; te 
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to give, but ſo have I. What comfort is. it that 
I have a larger capacity than a beaſt hath? That 
God hath endowed me with reaſon, which is denied 
to them. Alas ! this will but augment my miſery, 
and enlarge me to take in a greater meaſure of 
anguiſh, 7 ron ya 
- 2. But how many ſteps, O my ſoul ! 
A refleftion maylt thou aſcend in the praiſe of thy 
for an ele} God, when thou confidereſt the mer. 
faul, cies that God hath beſtowed upon thee ; 
| not only in that he made thee not a 
ſtone or tree without ſenſe, or a horſe or dog without 
reaſon ; but that thou art not an infidel without light, 
or an unregenerate perſon without grace? What ! to 
have ſenſe, and all the delights of it, which ſtones have 
not! Reaſon, with the more high and noble pleaſures 
of it, which beaſts have not ! the light and knowledge 
of the great things of the goſpel, which the heathens 
have not ! and ſuch an expectation and hope 'of uncon- 
ceivable glory and felicity, which the unſanQifed have 
not ! O my foul ! how rich, how bountiful hath thy 
God been to thee ! Theſe are the overflowings of his 
love to thee who waſt moulded out of the fame lump 
with the beaſts that groan on earth, yea, with the damn- 
ed that how] in hell: well may I fay that God hath 
been a good God to me. 


The POEM. 


HEN I behold a tired jade put on 
/. With whipand ſpur, till all his trength be gone; 


See. ſtreams of ſweat run down his bleeding ſides, 
How little mercy's ſhewn by him that rides : 

If I more thankful to my God would prove, 
'Than ſuch a rider mercileſs, *twill move 


My 


C 


ly 
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My ſoul to praiſe : For who ſees this and can 
But bleſs the Lord that he was made a man. 
And ſuch a fight the rider ought to move 

This meditation duly to improve. 

What hath this creature done, that he ſhould be 
Thus beaten, wounded, and tir'd out by me ? 
He is my fellow-creature ; *tis mere grace 

I had not been in his, he in my caſe. 
Ungrateful, ſtupid man ! vxod might have made 
Me bear the ſaddle, as I ſee this jade. 

He never ſinn'd, but for my fin doth lie 
Subjected unto all this miſery. 

Lord, make. my heart relent, that I ſhould be 
To thee more uſeleſs, than my horſe to me :. 
He did his utmoſt, went as long as ever 

His legs cou'd bear him ; but. for me, I never 
Thus ſpent my ſtrength for God, . but oft have been- 
Too prodigal thereof in ways of {1n. 

Though he's the horſe, and I the man, *twill be. 
Far better with my horſe one day than me :. 
Unleſs thy grace prevent and ſuperadd 
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A new creation unto that I had. 


Could every rider fix a ſerious thought 

On ſuch a ſubje&, and thereby be taught 
To fpiritualize it, and improve it thus ; 
How ſweet would tedious journies be to us !' 
But ſuch a taſk, a graceleſs heart tires out 
More than the tired horſe I write about... 


[ 


CHAP. Il... 
Upon the ſecking of loſt cattle, 


I hen ſeeking your bft cattle, keep in mind, 
That thus Ghrift Feſus ſeeks your fouls to find. 


OBSERVATION: 


HEN cattle are ſtrayed away from your fields, 
| you uſeall care and diligence to recover them 
again : tracing their footſteps, crying them in market- 
towns, ſending your ſervants abroad, and enquiring 

ourſeives of all that you think can give news of them, 

hat care and pains men will take in ſuch caſes, was. 
exemplitied in Saul, 1 Sam. ix. 4, 5. who, with his ſer- 
vant, paſied through Mount Ephlrahim, to feck the aizs 
that vicre ſtrayed from his father, and through the 12nd 
of Shaliſha, and through the land of Shalim, and thc 
were not tnere, and tarough the land of the Benjamites, 
but found them not. 


APPLI- 
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WR ? 
' . APPLICATION. 


HE care and pains .you take to recover your loft 
cattle carries a ſweet and lively repreſentation of 
the love of Jeſus Chriſt, in the recovery of loſt finners. 
Jeſus Cliriit came on purpoſe from heaven upon a like 
errand, to fcek and to fave that which was loſt, Matth. 
XViii; £1. "here are ſeveral particulars in which this 
glorious defign of Chriit, in feeking and faving loft 
mai, and ite care and pains of huſbandmen in recover- 
i2z their lot cattle, do meet aad touch, though there, 
be as many particulars alſo in which they ditfer ; all 
W!ch IL fhull open under tae following heads: , .. -- 

1. We ſometimes find that cattle will break out of 
troſe very helds where they have been bred; and where. 
taey want nothing that is needful for thzem. Juſt thus. 
loit man departed from his God, brake out of that plea- 
jant encloſure where he was abundantly provided tor, 
both as to ſoul and body ; yet when he brake over the 
hedge of the command, and went aſtray, Eccleſ. vil. 
29, © Lo, this only have I found, that God made 
« man upright, but he ſought out to himſelf many 1n- 
« ventions :?* He was not content and fatisfied with 
that bleſſed ſtate God had put him into, but would be 
trying new concluſions, to the loſs and ruin of himſelt 
and his poſterity. | 

- 2. dtrayers are evermore ſufferers for it; all they 
get by it, is to be pinned and pounded : And what. 
ad man get by departing from his God, but ruin and 
miſery to. foul and body? Will you have an abbrevi= 
ate of his ſufferings and lofſes? The full account 
none can give you: Why ? by ſtraying from his God, , 
he loſt the reCtitude and holineſs of his nature ; like a 
true ſtrayer, he is all dirty and miry, overſpread ard 
| beſmeared both in ſoul and body with the adious flthi- 
neſs of fin; he loſt the liberty and freedom of his will 
to good, a precious jewel of ineſtimable value. This - 
$ areal miſery incurred by the fall, though ſome have fo 
2 Z far : 
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far loſt their underſtandings and humility, as not to own 
It ; he hath loſt his God, his ſoul, his happineſs, and his 
very bowels of compaſſion towards himſelf in this mi- 
ſerable ſtate. | | 
3- When our cattle are ſtrayed, yea, though it be 
but one of the flock or herd, you leave all the reft, and 
go after that which is loſt : So did Jeſus Chriſt, who 
1n the fore-cited place, Matth. xviii. 12. compares him- 
ſelf to ſuch a ſhepherd ; he left heaven itſelf, and all 
the bleſled angels there, to come into this world to 
ſeek loſt man. O the precious eſteem, and dear love 
that Chriſt had to poor man! How did his bowels 
yearn towards us in our loſt ſtate! How did he pity 
us in our miſery! As if he had faid, poor creatures, 
they have loſt themſelves, and are become a prey to 
the devil in a periſhing ſtate ; I will ſeek after them, 
and fave them. The Son of man is come to ſeek and 
to ſave. Lad-og kh 4 
| 4. You are plad when you have found your ſtrayers ; 
much more is Chriſt, when he hath found a lolt foul, 
O *tis a great ſatisfaction to him to ſee the fruit of the 
travail of his fou]: Ifa. liti. © Yea, there 1s more joy 
&« in heaven over one finner that repenteth, than over 
« ninety-nine juſt perſons that need no repentance.” 
What demonttrations of joy and gladneſs did the father 
of the prodigal give, when he had found his fon that 
was oft ? Luke xv. 20. | 
5. When you have brought home your fſtrayers, 
you ſometimes clog them, to prevent their wandering 
again, and ſtop up the gaps with thorns ; and fo dotn 
| God oftentimes by ſuch ſouls as are recovered and 
| brought home to Chriſt; he hangs a clog of affic- 
{ tion to prevent their departure from God again, 2 Cor. 
Xi. 7. | op ome Ea 
- But then there are five particulars in which Chrilt's 
ſeeking loſt ſouls, and your ſeeking loft cattle differ : 
I. Your cattle ſometimes find the way home them- 
ſelves and return to you of their own accord ; but loſt 
man never did nor can do ſo ; he was his own deitroy- 
' " 4 ery 
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him,, he can never find him again of himſelf. Alas ! 
his heart is bent to backſliding, he hath no will to-re- 
turn. Hear how Chriſt complains, John v. 40. © Ye 


« will not come unto me.” Man's reeovery begins in * 


God, not in himſelf, 


2. Your ſervants can find, and bring back your loſt 
cattle as well as you ; but ſo cannot Chriſt's ſervants : 
Miniſters may diſcover, but cannot recoyer them ; they 


daily ſeek, but cannot ſave them ; lament them- they 


can, but help them they cannot ; intreat and beg them 
to return they can, and do, but prevail with them they 


cannot. Melancthon thought, when be began to preach, | 
to perſuade all ; but old Adam was too hard for young } 


Melancthon. 


3. You ſeek all the cattle that are ſtrayed from you, | 


eſpecially the beſt ; but Jeſus Chriſt only ſeeks poor 


loſt man. There were other creatures, and ſuch as by 


259-1 
_ er, but can never be his-own faviour ; it was poſlible | 
for him not to have loſt his God, but having once loſt Ii 


nature were-more excellent, that loſt their God and W 


themſelves ; I mean, the apoſtate angels ; but-he came 


not to ſeek them : herein his ſingular love to man ap- 


pears. | 

4.. When you have recovered and brought home 
your loſt cattle, you may loſe them the ſecond time, 
and never recover them again ; but ſo cannot Chriſt, 
Man once recovered is for ever ſecured by him. « All 


« that thou haſt given me, TI have kept, and not one of 


« them 1s loſt but the ſon of perdition ;*” and he was 
never favingly found, John xvit. 12. 


5. Though you prize your cattle, yet you will not 


venture your life for the recovery of them; rather let 
them go, than regain them with ſuch an hazard : But 
Jeſus Chriſt not only ventured, but a&tually laid down. 


his life to recover, and fave loſt man : he redeemed. ; 
them at the price of his own blood; he is that good . 
thepherd that laid down his life for the ſheep. O the } 


REFLEC- |f 


lurpaſſing love of Chriſt to loſt ſouls ! 
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ad 
REFLECTIONS. 


I. Lord, 1 am a.loſt creature ! an 
A reflefiion undone ſoul !. and. herein lies my mi- 
| for a lot foul, ery, that I have not only loſt my Gog, 
but have no. heart to return. to him ;. 
| nay, I fly from Chriit,. who is come on purpoſe from 
| heaven tÞ ſeek and to ave: me : his meſtengers are a- 
broad, ſeeking for ſuch as I.am,, but 1 avoid them, or 
Lat eaſt refuſe to obe y their: call and perfuaſions to re- 
turn... Ah what a nuſerable ftate am Lin ! every ftep I 
| go 15 a ſtep towards hell z my foul, with the prodigal, 
is ready to perith in a ſtrange country : but } have no 
E mind,, with him, to return "heme. "Wretched ſoul | 
K what will. the end of this be ? If God have loit thee, 
E the devil hath found thee; he takes up all {trayers 
Ffrom God: yea, death and hej] will ſhortly find thee, 
| iba Chriſt do not ; and then thy recovery, O my ſoul ! 
EF will be impoiible! Why ſit I here periſhing and 
oying ying? I am not yet as irrecoverably loit as the 
damned are ! O let me delay no longer, leit I be loſt 
for ever | 
2. O my foul | for ever bleſs and 
A refleftion admire the love of Jeſus Chriſt, who 
'' for one that came from heaven to feek and fave ſuch 
| | was lo oft but is a loſt ſoul as I was. Lord how mar- 
| 08 vellous ! how matchleſs is thy love ! I 
| was loſt, and am found ; I am found, 
'and did not ſeek ; nay I am found by him from whom I 
Aed. Thy love, O my Saviour! was a preventing 
"love, a wonderful love; thou lovedſt me much more 
| than I loved myſelf; I was cruel to my own ſoul, but 
| thou waſt kind ; thou ſoughteſt for me, a loſt finner, 
and not for loſt angels; ; thy hand of grace caught hold 
,of me, and hath let go thouſands, and ten thouſands as 
| good as myfelf by nature : like another David, thou 
[Ji4k reſcue my poor loſt ſoul out of the mouth of the 
deſtroyer ; yea more than ſo, thou did{t loſe thine own 


| and to fiad mine: And now, dear Jeſus, ſince 1 on 
us 


_ - tio - noni en ney 
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thus marvelouſly recovered, ſhall I ever ſtraggle again 
from thee ?' Of letit for ever be a warning to me, how 
I turn aſide into'by-paths of fin any more, 


The POEM. 


THEN cattle from your fields are yone aſtray, 
Andyou to ſeek them through the country ride, 
Enquiring for them all along the way, 


Tracing their foot-ſteps where they turn'd aſide 


One ſervant this way ſent, another that, 
Searching the fields and country round about z 
This meditation now falls in fo pat, 
As if God ſent it to enquire you out. 


My beaſts are loſt, and ſo am I by ſin; 
y wretched foul from God thus wandering went ; 
As I ſeek them, ſo was I ſought by him, 
Who from the Father's boſom forth was ſent, 


Purſu'd by ſermons, follow'd cloſe by grace, 

And ſtrong convictions Chriſt hath fought for me 
d though 1 ſhun him, {till he gives me chace, 
As if refoly*d 1-ihould not damned be, 


When angels loft themſelves, it was not ſo; 

| God did not ſeek or once for them enquire ; 
| But ſaid, Let thoſe apoſtate creatures go,. 

I'll plague them for it with eternal Fre 


Lord ! what am I, that thou ſhouldft ſet thine eyes, 
And {till ſeek after fuch a wretch as I ? 

| Whoſe matchleſs mercy, and rich grace deſpiſe, 

As if in fpight thereof reſolv'd to dic. 
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Why ſhould I ſhun thee ? bleſſed Saviour, why 
' Should I avoid thee thus ? thou doſt| not chace 
My foul to ſlay it; O that ever I | 
Should fly a Saviour that's fo full of grace! 


| Long haſt thou ſouzht me, Lord, I now return, 
| O let thy bowels of compaſſion ſound ; 
For my departure I fincerely mourn, 


And let this- day thy wand'ring ſheep be found, 


CHAP. Iv: 
' Upon the Feeding of Fat Cattle. 


ff Fat beafts you kill, the lean you uſe to ſave ; 
» God's diſpenſations ſome ſuch meaning have. 


OBSERVATION. 

| ih is a good' obſeryation of a Father, and well ap- 
"plied; Y7tuli triturantes gquotidie ligantur, vitull 
maZandi quotidie in paſcuis libere relinquuntur : © Oxen 
| © for uſe are daily yoked and kept ſhote, whilſt thoſe 
| «© that are. deſigned for the ſhambles, are let looſe in 
| © green paſtures to feed at pleaſure.” Store beaſts fare 
| hard, and are kept lean and low ; feeding beaſts are - 

5s : cuſed. 
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cuſed from the yoke, whilſt others are laboured, and 
wrought hard every day ; the ohe hath more than'he 
can eat, the other would eat more if he had it. | 


APPLICATION. 


HUS deals the Lord oft-times with his own elect, 
| whom he deſigns for glory ; and with the wicked, 
who are preparing for the day of wrath : thus they are 
filled with earthly proſperity, and creature enjoyments, 
like ruſty and wanton beaſts turned out at liberty in a 
fat paſture,” whilſt poor ſaints are kept hard and thort ; 
Amos. iv. 1, © Hear this word, ye kine of Baſhan, 
« that are in the mountains of Samaria, which opprefs 
« the poor, cruſh the needy.” Theſe metaphorical kine 
are the proſperous opprefſors of the world, fully fed, 
and wanton wicked men. *T1s true, heaven hath not 
all the poor, nor hell all the rich ; but *tis a very com- 
mon diſpenſation of providence, te beſtow moſt of the 
things of this world upon them that have no portion in 
heaven ;- and to keep them ſhort on earth, for whom 
that kingdom is provided. Let me draw forth the fi- 
militude in a few particulars. TD bg, 

1. The beaſts of ſlaughter have the fatteſt paſtures ; 
ſo have the ungodly in this world ;” Their eyes ſtand 
« out with fatneſs; they have more than heart could 
« with,” Pſalm xxliii. 7. Their hearts are as fat as 
greaſe, Pſalm cxix. 70. Theſe be they that flee: off 
the cream of earthly enjoyments, '« whoſe bellies are 
« filled with hidden treaſures,” Pſalm xvii. 14. «© The 
« earth :is given into the hand of the wicked,” Job ix. 
24, O, what full eſtates! what an aMuence of earthly 
delights hath God caſt in upon ſome wicked men! 
There is much wantonneſs, but no want in their dwel- 
lings ; ſome that know not which way to turn them- 
ſelves in hell, once knew not where to beſtow their 
goods on earth. Ws 

2, Feeding beaſts grow wanton in their full paſtures ; 
there you ſhall ſee — tumble and friſk, and kick up 
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their heels. The ſame effect hath the proſperity of the 
wicked ; it makes them wanton ; their life is, but a 4i- 
verſion from one pleaſure to another, Job xxi: 11, 12, 
13. © "They ſend forth their little ones like a flock, 
« and their children dance : they take the timbrel and 
« harp, .and rejoice at: the, ſound of the organ ; they 
« ſpend their days in wealth, and in amoment go down 
'« to the grave.” "Phe ſame character doth the pro- 
 phet Amos give of them, Amos vi. 4, 5, 6. « They 
<« ſtretch themſelves upon beds of ivory, drink wine in , 
U&T bowls, &c.” and no ſorrow goes to their hearts, — 
"Theſe are they that live in pleaſures upon earth, as a 
fiſh in the water, Jam. v. 5 ; 
Theſe fat paſtures do but the ſooner haſten the death 
of theſe cattle ; the ſooner they are fatted, the ſooner 
they are ſlaughtered : and the proſperity of the wicked 
ſerves to the fame end: the proſperity of fools ſhall de- 
ſtroy them ; 7. e. it ſhall be the means and inſtrument 
of heating and heightening their luits, and thereby 
fitting them for deſtruction ; their proſperity 1s food - 
and fuel to their corruptions. Many wicked men had 
not been fo ſoon ripe for hell, had they not grown in 
the ſun-ſhine of proſperity, | 
4. Fatted beaits do not in the leaſt underſtand the 
Intent and meaning of the huſbandman, in allowing 
them ſuch large and fat paſtures, which he denies to 
his other cattle ; and as little as beaſts, do wicked men 
underſtand the ſcope and end .of God's providences in 
caſting proſperity and wealth upon them ; little do they 
think their tables are a ſnare, a gin, and a trap for their 
ſouls ; they only (like beaſts) mind what 1s before then, 
but do,not at all under{tand the tendency and end of 
theſe their ſenſual delights. 
5. Though the huſbandman keep his ſtore-catile in 
ſhort commons, yet he intends to preferve them: thele 
ſhall remain with him, when the others are driven to 
the Naughter. Fs | 
Such a deiign of preſervation is carried on in all thoſe 
outywaru ſtraits, wants, and hardſhips which the _— 
Fn expoſes 


expoſes his people to, I confeſs ſuch diſpenſations, 
for the preſent, are very ſtumbling and puzzling things, 
even to gracious and wiſe perſons, 'To fee wicked 
men, not only exempted from their troubles, but even 
opprefied with profperity : to fee a god!y man in wants 
and traits, and a wicked man have more than his heart 
can with, is a caſe that poſes the wiſeſt chriſtian, till 
he conſiders the deſigns and iſſues of both theſe provi- 
dences, and then he acquieſces in the wiſdom of (30d 
for ordering it, Flalm Ixxiti. 5, 14, 18, 23. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. Doth my proſperity fat me up for oy 

heil, and prepare me for the day of A refleien 
ſlaughter ? Little cauſe have I then to for a v;luptu- 
glory in it, and lift up my heart upon 95 wwerlditng 
theſe things. Indeed, God hath given 

(1 cannot ſay ble{led me with) a fulneſs of creature-en- 
joyments ;z upon theſe my carnal hezrt ſeizeth greedi] 
and ſecurely, not at a'l ſuſpeCing a ſnare lying in theſe 
things for the ruin of my foul. What are all theſe 
charming plcafures, but fo many rattles to quiet my 
foul, whilſt 1ts damnation fieals inſenfibly upon it ? 
What are all my buiineſics and emyloyi.ents m the 
world, but fo raany diveriions from ti:e buzineſ® of life ? 
There are but rwo difteretices betwixt me, and tie poor- 
eſt ſlave the devil hath on earth ; ſuc) are wiwpped on 
to hell by outward miteries, and' 1 am cozched to hell 
in a little more pomp and honour ; theſe will have a 
leſs, and Þ a greater account in the day of reckoning, 
O that I had never known proſperity !. I am now tum- 
bling in a 'green paſture, and thordy ſhall be hanzing 
up in the ſhanibles in hell : if this be the bet fruit cf 
my proſperity, it I were t2ken captive by canibals, ad 
ted wita the richeſt fare, but withal underſftocd, that 
tne deitgn was to fat me up like a beuſt for them to 


| feed upon, how little ſtomach ſhould I kave to their 


dainties ? O my foul ! it were much better for thee to 
Fs 
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havea ſanctitied poverty, which is the portion of many 


fer a pur providence feeds me but from hand to 
Chriſtian. mouth ; but I am (and well may be) con- 


- ſweetens it, is, that I am one of the Lord's preſerved, 


| 


' Whilſt others eraze in commons 43211 and barc. 


 Protract their lives in dry and ſhorter leaſe, 


And radiant beams their ſhining brows attire. 


ſaints, than an eninaring proſperity, ſet as a trap to ruin 
thee for ever. | | 
2. The wiſdom of my God hath al. 


A refle&on lotted me but ſhort commons here ; his 


tented with my preſent {tate ; that which 


How much better is a morſel of bread, and a draught 
of water here, with an expectancy of glory hereafter, 
than a fat paſture given in, and a fitting for the wrath 
to come? Well, ſince the caſe ſtands thus, blefied he 
God for my preſent lot ! 'Though I have but a little in 
hand, I have much in hope; my preſent troubles will 
ſerve to ſweeten my future joys ; and the ſorrows of 
this life will give a luſtre to the glory of the next : that 
which is now hard-to ſuffer, will then be ſweet to re- 
menber ; my ſongs will then be louder than my groan: 
now are. 


The .P-Q-E NM. 


HOSE beaſts which for the ſhambles are Jefign'd, 
- In fragrant flow'ry meadows you ſhall find, 
Where they abound with rich and plenteous fare, 


Thoſe live a ſhort and pleaſant life, but theſe 
Thus live the wicked, thus they do abound 


With earthly glory, and with honour crown'd. 
Their lofty heads unto the ftars afpire, _ 


T be 
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The fatteſt portion's ſerv'd up in their diſh ; 

Yea, they have more than their own heart can wil. 
Diffolv'd in pleaſures, crown'd with buds of May, 
They, for a time, in theſe fat paſtures play, 

Friſky, dance aud leap, like full-fed beaſts ; and even 
Turn up their wanton heels agamit the heaven, 

Not underſtanding that this picaſant life 

Serves but to fit them for the butcher's knife, 

In fragrant meads they tumbling are to-day, 
To-morrow to the ſlaughter led awey. _ 

Their pleaſure's gone, and vaniih'd like a bubble, 
Which makes their future torinents on them double, 
Meanwhile God's little Rock is poor and lan, 

Becauſe the Lord did re'cr intend or mean 

This for their portion ; and belides doth know _ 
Their ſouls prove beit where ihorteit graſs doth frow. 
Chear up, poor flock, although your fare be thin, 


Yet here is ſomething to take comfort in : 


You here ſecurely feed, and need not fear, 

TH infernal butcher can't approach you here. 

Tis ſomewhat that ; but oh | which far tranſcends, 
Your glorious ſhepherd's coming, who intends 

To lead you hence unto that fragrant hill, 

Where with green paſtures he his flocks will fill ; 
On which he from celeſtial caſements pours | 
The ſweeteſt dews, and conſtant gracious ſhowers. 
Along whole banks rivers of pleafure glide, 

There his bleſs'd flock for ever ſhall abide. of 
O, envy not the worldlings preſent joys, 

Which to your future mercies are but toys. 


Their paſture now is green, yours dry and burn'd ; 


But then the ſcene is chang'd, the tables turn'd, 
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Upon the huſbandman's care for poſterity. 


G99d huſbands labour for RY ; 
to ofter-ages ſaints muft have an cye, 


OBSERV-ATIUN; 


Rovident 2nd careful huſbandmen do not only la- 
bour to ſupply th-ir own neceſtities, while living, 
but lay up ſomething for their poſterity when they are 
| gone : they do not only leave to their children what 
| their progenitors left them, but they delire to Icave it 
E improved and bettered,. None but bad huſbands and 
| ſpendthrifts ure of the mind with that heathen Emperor 
Tiberius, who having put all into ſuch confulton in the 
| empire, that it inight be thought the world would end 
F with him ; yet pleaſed hinfſe]f with this appreheniton, 
| T'nat he ſhould be out of the reach of itz and woulg 
| Often ſay, When 1 am dead, let heaven and earth m'n- 
; gle ; ; 1f the world will but hold my time, let it break 
E when I am gone, But provident men look beyond 
their own tice, and very much goncern themſelves in 

the good or evil of their poſterity, 


APPLI- 
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HAT careful huſbands do, with reſpect to tneFi 
proviſions they make for their children, thatYf 

all prudent Chriſtians are bound to do, with reſpe&t toff 
the truths committed to them, and by them to be tranſ-=Y 


mitted- to ſucceeding ſaints. 


In the fir{t ages of the world, even till the law wasl 
given, faithful men were inſtead of books and records ;Þ 
they did, by oral tradition, convey the truths of God} 


to poſterity : "but ſince the facred truth hath been con-F 
ſigned to writing, no ſuch tradition (except iull con«$ 


AYy.. 
T3”. 


ſentient with that written word) 1s to be received as au-W 


thentic : . but the truths therein delivered to the ſaints, Þ1 


{tant 


are, pi verbal declarations, upon confeſſions, and con-| 
to age. This was the conſtant care of the whole cloud} 


of witneſſes, both ancient and modern, who have kept} 


uffering, to be preſerved and delivered from age} 


the word of God's patience, and would not accept their 


world in exchange for that invaluable treaſure of truth 3K 
they have carefully practiſed Solomon's counſe], Prov. W 
XXiit. 23. © Buy the truth, but fell it not 3” they willÞ 


not alienate that fair inheritance for all the inheritancesF 
on earth. Upon the fame reaſons that you refuſe toi} 


part with, or embezzle your eſtates, Chriſtians alſo re-! 


fuſe to part with the truths of God. 1 
I. You will not waſte nor alienate your inheritance, FI 
becauſe it 1s precious, and of great value in your eyes ;zÞ | 
God's truths to his people. Þ] 

Luther profeſſed, he would not take the whole world 


but much more precious are 


for one leaf of his Bib/e, Though ſome prophane per- My 


ſons may ſay with Pilate, What is truth f Yet know, 
that any one truth of the goſpel 1s more worth than all FI 


the inheritances upon earth ; they are the great things} 


of God's law; and he that ſells them for the greatelt MY 
things in this world, makes a ſoul-undoing bargain. - 4} 
2. You will not waſte or part with your inheritance, | 


becauſe you know your poſterity will be much wronged 
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by it. "They that baMe or drink away an eſtate, drink 
the tears of their ſad widows, and the very blood cf their 
unpoveriſhed children, "The people cf God do alſo 
conſider, how much tine generations to come are con- 
cerned in the conſervation of the truths of God for 
them : It cuts them to the heart, but to think that their 
children ſhould be brought up to worſhip dumb idols, 
and fall down before a wooden and breaden God. 'I'he 
very biras and beatts will expoſe their own bodies to 


tapparent danger of death to preferve their young. Re- 


Iigion coth much more intender the hearts and bowels 


0 than nature doth. 


3. You reckon it a foul diſgrace to ſel] your eſtates, 


Land become bankrupts ; 'tis a word that bears ill among 
: % , . p. OS 
Eyou: and a Chriſtian accounts it the higheft reproach 
$1n the world, to Fe a zraztor to, or an apoſtate from the 


2nd r_ uch blood. 


Etruths of God. When the primitive ſaints were ftritly 
E required to deliver in their Eibles, thoſe that did ſo, 
EF were juſtly branced, and huſhed out of their com- 
| pany, uncer the odious title of Zraditores, or dcli- 


VErers, 2 67 
4. You are fo loth to part with your eſtates, becauſe 
you know it is hard recovering an eſtate again, when 


l ”, . EY . . K © 
once you have loſt it, Chriſtians do alſo know, how 


E difficult it will be for the people of God, in times ts 
| e£cire, to recover the light of the goſpel again, if once 


it be extinguiihed, 'T here 1s no truth of God reco- 
yered out of antichriſ”s hands, without great wreftlings, 
'The church may call every point of 
reformed doctrine and diſcipline fo recovered, her Nap- 
thalies; fer with great wreftlings he hath wreſtled for 
them ; © earneſtly contending for the faith once dceli- 
« yered to them,” Jude | 


- 


5, 'Þo conclude: rather than you will part vith your 
eſtates, you will chute 1o ſufter many wants and hard- 
ſhips all your lives; you will fare hard, and go bare 
to preſerve what you have for your poſterity : but the 

eople of God have put themſelves upon far greatcr 
Þardihips than their to preſerve truth ; they have choſen 
to 


OE 
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:o ſuffer reproaches, poverty, priſon, death, and the 
moſt cruel torments, rather than the loſs of God's truth : 
Ml the martyrologies will inform you what their ſuffer- 
ings have been, to keep the word of God's patience ; 
they have boldly told their enemies, "That they might 
pluck the truth out of their hearts. 


REFLECTIONS. 


- 1. Baſe unbelieving heart | How 
have I fiinched and ſunk from 4 refledtion for 
truth, when it hath been in dan- cowardly and farnt- 
ger ? I have rather choſen to loſe hearted profeſſors. 
it, than my life, liberty or eſtate as 
a prey . to the enemy. TI have left truth, and juſt it is 
that the God of truth ſhould leave me. Cowardly ſoul | 
that durft not make a ſtand for the truth : yea, rather 


| bold and daring foul ! that would rather venture to look 


a wrathful God, than an angry man in the face. T 
would not own and preſerve the truth, and the God of 
truth will not own me; 2 Tim. ul. 12.. « If we deny 
« him, he will deny us.” _ 
2. Loid! untome haſt thou com- » | 

mitted the precious treaſure and truit A refieftion for 
cf truth z and as I received it, fo ds ſuch as juffer for 
I detire to deliver it to the pgenera- truth, 

tions to come, that the people which 

are yet unborn may praiſe the Lord. God forbid I 
ſhould ever part with ſuch a fair inheritance, and 
thereby beggar my ovyn, aid thouſands of ſouls | Thou 
haſt given me thy truth, and the world hates me ; I 
- viell know what is the. ground of the quarrel, Would 
I but throw truth over the wells, how ſoon would a re- 
treat be ſounded to all perſecuto's! But Lord, thy 
truth 1s invaluably precious. W hat a vile thing is my 
blood, compared with the leaſt of all thy truths ? Thou 
haſt charged me not to ſell it ; and in thy ftrength I 
reſolve never to pals a fine, and cut off that golden line, 
whereby thy truths are entailed upon thy pcople from 


generation 
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generation to generation; my friends may go, my [i. 
berty go, my blood may go ; but as for thee, precious 
truth, thou thalt never go. 

| 3. How dear hath this inheritance 
A refleion for of truth coſt fome Chriſtians ? How 


ſuch as are in little hath it coſt us? We are entered 


quiet poſſeſſion of into their labours ; we reap in peace 
truth, what they fowed in tears, yea, in 
| O the grievous ſufterings that 
they choſe to endure ! Rather than to deprive us of ſuch 
an inheritance, thoſe noble fouls, heated with the love 


_ of Chriſt, and care for our ſouls, made many bold and 


brave adventures for it ; and yet at what a low rate do 
we value what colt them ſo dear? Like young heirs, 
that never knew the getting of an eſtate, we ſpend it 
freely. Lord, help us thankfully and diligently to im- 
prove thy truths, while we are in quiet pofleſſion of 
them. Such intervals of peace and reit are uſually of 


no long continuance with thy people. 


The PQ EM: 


But ſuch from which himſelf may gather fruit, 
r thus he reaſons : If I reap the gains | 
Of my laborious predeceſlor's pains, 


A Public ſpirit ſcorns to plant no root 
O 


How equal is it, that poſterity 


Should reap the fruits of preſent induſtry ? 
Should every age but ſerve its turn, and take 
No thought for future times, it ſoon will make 
A bankrupt world, and ſo entail a curſe 
From age to age, as it grows worſe and worſe. 
Our Chriſtian predeceilors, careful thus 
Have been to have an heritage to us, 
Chriſt's precious truth conſerved in their blood, 


- For no leſs price thoſe truths our fathers ſtood, 


T hey 
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They have tranſmitted, would not alienate 
_ From us, their children, ſuch a fair eſtate. - 
We eat what they did fct : and ſhall truth fail 


pe PE SO I WI"I4 i. 


In our days ?. {hall we cut off th' entail, VR! 
Or end the line of honour ? Nay wnat's worſe, WG 
Give future aves cauſe to hate, and curſe | 
Our memories ? Like Naboth, may this age |; 


3X 
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Part with their blood ſooner tin heritage. 

Let pity move us, let us think upon 

Our children's ſouls, when we are dead and gone : 
Shall they, poor ſouls, in darkneſs grope, when we 
Put out the light, by which they elſe might ſee 
The way to glory? yea, what's worſe, ſhall it 

Be ſaid in time to come, Chriſt did commit 

A precious treaſure, purchas'd by his blood, 

To us, for ours, and for our children's good | 
But we, like cowards, falſe, perfidious men, 

For carnal eaſe loſt it, ourſelves, and them, 

O let us leave, to after-ages, more '3 
Than we receiv'd from all that went before ! | | 
'T hat thoſe to come, nay bleſs the Lord, and keep Fl 
Our names alive, when we in duſt ſhall ſleep. 
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CHAP, YI. 


Upon the huſbandman's care to prove and preſerve 
his deeds, 


Deeds for your lands you prove, and keep with care ; 
 O that for heaven you but as careful were. oe = 


OBSERVATION. 


We generally find men are not more careful in 
trying gold, or in keeping it, than they are 
in examining their deeds, and preſerving them : theſe 
are virtually their whole eſtate, and therefore 1t con- 


cerns them to be careful of them ; if they ſuſpect a flaw 


in their leaſe or deed, they repa r to the ableſt coun- 
fellor, ſubmit it to his judgment, make the worſt of 
their cauſe, and query about all the ſuppoſeable danger 
with him. If he tell them their cauſe is ſuſpicious and 


hazardous, how much are they perplexed and troubled !_ 


They can neither eat nor drink, .or ſleep in peace, ti! 
they have a good ſettlement ; and willing they are to 
be at much coſt and pains to obtain it. | 


:  APPLI- 
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APPLICATION. 


HESE cares and fears with which you are per- 
plexed in ſuch cafes, may give you a little 
glimpſe of thoſe troubles of ſoul, with which the peo- 
ple of God are perplexed about their eternal condition z 
which, perhaps, you have been hitherto unacquainted 
with, and therefore {lighted them, as fancies and whim- 
ſies : I fay, your own fears and troubles, if ever you 
were engaged by a cunning and powerful adverſary in 
a law-ſuit for your eſtate, may give you a little glimpſe 
of ſpiritual troubles ; and indeed it is no more but a 
elimpſe of it ; for, as the loſs of an earthly (though 
fair) inheritance, 15 but a trifle to the loſs of God, and 
the ſou] to eternity ; ſo you cannat but imagine, that 
the cares, fears, and folicitudes of ſouls about theſe 
things, are much, very much, beyond ours. Let us 
compare the caſes, and ſee how they anſwer to each 
othe -. | | 
I. You have evidences for your eſtates, and by them 
you hold what you have in the world : "They alto have 
evidences for their eſtate in Chriſt and glory to come ; 
they hold all 7 capzte, by virtue of their intermarriage 
with Jeſus Chriſt ; they come to be inſtated in that glo- 
rious inheritance contained in the covenant of grace. 
You have their tenure in that ſcripture, 1 Cor. i. 22, 
23. © All is yours, for ye are Chriſt's, and Chriſt is 
« God's.” bFaith unites them to him, and after they 
believe, they are ſealed by the ſpirit of promiſe, Eph. 


i. 13. They can lay claim to no promiſe upon any 


other ground ; this is their title to all that they own as 


_ 2, It often falls_out, that after the ſealing and exe- 
cuting of your deeds, or leaſes, an adverſary finds ſome 


dubious clauſe in them, and thereupon commences a * MM x 


fuit of law with you. Thus it frequently falls out with 
the people of God, who after their believing and ſeal- 


ing time, have doubts and ſcruples raiſed in them about | | y 
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their title, Nothing is more common, than for the 
devil, and their own unbelief, to ſtart controverhes, 
and. raiſe ſtrong objections againſt their intereſt jn 
Chrif, and the covenant of promiſes. Theſe are cun- 
ning and potent adverſaries, and do maintain long de- 
bates with the gracious ſoul, and reaſon fo cunning], 
and ſophiſtically with it, that it can by no means ex. 
tricate and ſatisfy itſelf ; always alledging, that their 
title is worth nothing, which they, poor ſouls, are but 
too apt to ſuſpect. 6 | 

3. All the while that a ſuit of law is depending about 
your title, you have but httle comfort, or benefit, 
from your eſtate ; you cannot look upon it as your 
own, nor lay out, money in building or drefling, for fear 
you ſhould loſe all at laſt. Juſt thus ſtands the cafe 
with doubting Chriſtians ; they have little comfort from 
the moſt camitortable promiles, little benefit from the 
ſweeteſt dutics and ordinances : I hey put off their own 
comforts, and ſay, if we were ſure that all this were 
ours, we would then rejoice in them : But, alas ! our 
title is dubious : Chriſt 1s a precious Chriſt ; the pro- 
miſes are con:fortable things ; but what, if they be 
none of ours? Ah! how little doth the doubting Chriſ- 
tian make of his large and rich inhe:itance ? 

4. You dare not truſt your own judgments in fuch 
caſes, but ſtate your caſe to tuch as are learned in the 
laws, and are willing to get the ableſt counſel you can 
to adviſe you. $0 are poor doubting Ciriftians ; they 
carry their cafes from Chriſtian to Chriſtian, and from 
miniſter to miniſter, wita ſuch requeſts as theſe : Pray 


\ . tell me, what do you think of my condition ? Dea! 


plainly and faithfully with me ; ta-ſe be my, grounds 
of doubtin?, and theie my grounds of hope, © hide 
\ nething from me! And if ney all agree that their caſe 
is good, yet tacy cannot be {utitfied till God fay fo too, 
and confrm tlie word of his ſervants ; and tacrefore 
they carry the caſe often before him in ſuch words -as 
| theſe, Pſalm exxxix. 23, 24. © Starch me, © God, 

_« and xnow my heart; try me and «now my troughts, 
 « and ſee if tnere be any wicked way 'n me.” 


» 
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. You have little quiet in your ſpirits, til! the caſe 
be reſolved ; your meat and drink doth you little good; 
you cannot ſleep in the night, becauſe theſe. troubled 
thoughts are ever returning | UPON you, what it I thould 
be turned out of all at laſt ? So it is with gracious ſouls 3 
| their eyes are held waking in the night, by reaſon of 
the troubles of their hearts, Fſalm Ixxvii. 4. Such 
fears as theſe are frequently returning upon their hearts, 
what if I ſhould be found a ſelf-decerver at laſt ?* What 
if I do but hug a phantaſm inſtead of Chriſt ? How can 
this, or that, conlilt with grace? Their meat and drink 
doth them little good : their bodies are often Macerated 
by the troubles of their ſouls. 

6. You will not make the beſt of your condition, 
when you {tate your caſe to a faithful counſellor : nej- 
ther will they, but oftentimes (poor penſive ſouls) they 
make 1t much worſe than indeed 1t 1s ; charge theim- 
ſelves with that which v5od never charged them witirz 
though this be neither their wiſdom, nor their cuty.; 
but the fears of miſcarrying make them ſuſpect fraud i in 
all they do or have. 

f aftly, When your title. is cleared, your hearts 
are eaſed ; yea, not only eaſed, but overjoyed ; though 
not in that degree, nor with the ſame Kind &' Joy that 
the hearts of Chriltians are overtowed, when tne Lord 
ſpeaks peace to their ſouls, . O welcome the tweet 
morning light, after a tedious night of darkneſs ! now 
they can eat their bread with comfort, and drink their 


wine (yea, if it be but water) with a merry heart, Ec- 
clel, ix. 7. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. O how hath my ſpirit been toſſed - 
and hurried waen [ have met with The carel: fs 
troubles, and clamours about my eſtate ! /az!'s reflectt- 
But as for ſpiritual troubles, and thoſe oz. . 
ſoul-perplexing caſes, that Chriſtians 
uk of, I underſtand but little of them, I never called 
A Po my 
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my everlaſting ſtate in queſtion, nor broke an hour's 
| Nleep upon any ſuch account. Ah, my ſupine and 
careieſs ſoul ! Jittle haſt- thou regarded how maticrs 
ftand in reference to eternity ! I have ſtrongly conceit- 
ed, but never tioroughly examined the validity of m 
titie to Chrilt, and his promiſes 3 nor am I able to tel}, 
if my own conſcience ihould demand, whereupon my 
claim 1s grounded. | 
O my foul! why art thou ſo unwilling to examine 
how matters ſtand betwixt God and thee ? Art thou - 
fraid to look into thy condition, leſt by finding thine 
hypocrity,, thou ſhould loſe thy peace, or rather thy 
ſecurity? To what purpoſe will it be to ſhut thine eyes 
agalnlt the light of conviction, unleſs thou could{t 1{9 
find out a way to prevent thy condemnation ? T'hon 
ſeeſt other ſouls, how attentively they wait under the 
word, for any thing that may ſpeak to their condition, 
Doubtleſs thou hait heard how trequently and fſeriou!!y 
they have tated their condition, and opened their cals 
to the miniſters of Chriit. But thou, O my foul ! hait 
no fuch caſes to put, no doubts to be reſolved ; tiou 
wilt leave all to tne deciiion of tne great day, and not 
trouble thylelf about it now, Well, God will .ecide 
it, but little to thy comfort. 
| 2. | have heard how ſome have been 
The douiting perplexed by hitigious adverſaries; but 
foul's refic1n. I believe none have been fo toſt with 
tears, and diſtracied with doubts, as [ 
have been about the ſtate of my foul. Lord, what ihzll 
I do? I have orten carried my doubts and icruples to 
thine ordinances, waiting for ſatisfaction to be ipoken 
there, TIhave carried tnem to thoſe | have judged ik&il- 
ful and faithful, be2ging their reſolution and ge)p, but 
nothing will tick. Still my fears are daily renewel, 
O my God, do you decide my cafe | tell me how tne 
{tate {tands betwixt thee and me ; iny days contuine 1 
trouble, I can neither do nor enjoy any good, whilit 
things arc thus wita me ; all my earthly enjoyments are 
dry and uncomfortable things ; yea, wiuch 1s _ 
woric 
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worſe, all my duties and thine ordinances, prove ſo tao, 
by reaſon of troubles of my heart : 1 am no ornaincnt 
to my. profeſſionz nay, I am a diſcourazement and 
ſtumbling-block to others. I will hcarxen and hear 
what (od, the Lord will ſpeak; © taat it might be 


peace ! If thou do not ſpeak it, none can ; and when 


tou doit, keep thy ſervant from returning again to 
folly, leſt I make freih work for an accuiing eonicience, 
and ive new matter to the adverſary of niy foul, 

3. But thou, my ſoul, enjoyelt a ; ; 
double mercy from thy bountiful The affurer Chri- 
God, who hath not only given tree /tian's r-fiection. 

a ſound title, but allo tie cleur-evi- | 
dence and knowledge thereof. I am gathering, and 
daily feeding upon the full-ripe fruits of affurance, 
which grow upon the top boughs of faith ; whiiit many 
of my poor brethren drink their own tears, and have 
their teeth broken with gravel-ſtones. Lord, thou haſt 
ſet my ſoul upon her high-places ; but let me not exalt 
. a3715)f), becauſe tnuu haſt exaited me, nor grow wan- 
ton, became! weolk ac liberty. lit for the abuſe of ſuch 
precious liberty, thor clap uiy od Cizins upolt ing, aid 
ihut up my ſoul again in priſon, 


- 
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| EN can't be quict till they be affur'd 
'T hat their eſtate 1s good, ad well fecur'd. 

To able counſel they their deeds {ubmit, 
Intreating tnem witn care t examine it : 
Fearing fome clauſe an enemy may wreſt, 
Or find a flaw, whereby he may diveſt 
Them and their children. O who can but ſee 
How wiſe men in their generation be ! 
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But do they equal cares and fears expreſs 
About their everlaſting happineſs ? 
In ſpiritual things *twould grieve one's heart to ſee 
What corelefs fools theſe careful men can be, 
'T hey act like men of common ſenſe bereaven ; 
Secure their lands, and they'l] truſt God for heaven, 
How many caſes have you to ſubmit 
Fo lawyer's judgments ? Miniſters may fit 
From week to week, and yet not ſee the face 
Of one that brings a foul-concerning cafe. 
Yea, which 1s worſe, how ſeldom do you cry 
'To God for counſel ? Or beg him to try 
Your hearts ? and ftricteft inquiſition'make 
Into your ſtate, diſcover your miſtake. 
. O ſtupid fouls ! clouded with ignorance, 
- Is Chritt and heaven no fair inheritance, 
- 'Compar'd with yours? Or is eternity 
A ſhorter term than yours, that you ſhould ply 
The one to cloſe, and totally neglect 
"The otter, 2s not worth RE Wont reſpect... 


- 


A L . : ; ,—— bY bl 
Perihape the Cevii, who's Mot from you's Concear'd, 


-Periiiades your title's good, ard firmly ſeal'd 
By God's own ſpirit 3 though you never found 
Cne act of ſaving grace to Jay a ground 
For that perſuation. Soul, he hath thee faſt, 
Tho? he'll. not let thee know it till the laſt. 

Lord, waken ſmners, make them underſtand, 

' ?T'wixt thee and them, how rawly matters ſtand : 

Give them no quiet reſt until they ſce 

"Their fouls ſecur'd better than lands can be, 
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OCCASIONAL MEDITATIONS {81 


UPON b 3 


BIRDS, BEASTS, TREES, FLOWERS, RIVERS, fl 


and other OBJECTS. .... a 


MEDITATIONS on BIRDS. 


., 


MEDITATION LI 
Upon the Singing of a Nightingale. 


HO that hears ſuch various, raviſhing, and! Þ bf 
exquiſite melody would imagine the bird that þ {F 

makes it, to be of ſo ſmall and contemptible a body and; IF | 
feather ? Her charming voice engaged not only my at WR 

tentive ear, but my feet alſo, to make a nearer approach 'W# #1 

to that ſhady buſh in which that excellent mufician fat; 199 4 

veiled ; and the nearer I came, the ſweeter the melody R$ 
1t]l ſeemed to be; but when I had deſcried the bird }. 
herſelf, and found her to be a little bigger, and ne 

better feathered than a ſparrow, it gave my. thought 

the occaſion of this following application. WM 

_ This bird ſeems to me the lively emblem of the Þ 
formal hypocrite; (1.) In that the is more in ſound 

than ſubſtance, a loud and excellent voice, but a little 

deſpicable body ; and it recalled to thay thoughts the 

ſtory of Plutarch, who hearing a nightingale, deſired 

to have one killed to feed upon, not queſtioning but fhe Þ} 

ſhould pleaſe the palate as well as the ear ; but when 
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the nightingale was brought him, and he ſaw what a 
-poor little creature it was, Truly, faid he, thou art 
vox et preterea mhil, < mere voice and nothing elſe,” 
ſo 1s the hypocrite : did a man hear him ſometimes in 
more public duties and diſcourſes, O, thinks he, what 
© an excellent man is this ! what a choice and rare ſpirit 
E 1s he of | but follow him home, obſerve him in his pri- 
© vate converſation and retirements, and then you will 
| Judge Plutarch's note as applicable to him as the nigh- 
- tingale. (2.) This bird 1s obſerved to charm moſt 
| ſweetly, and ſet her ſpirits all on work, when ſhe per- 
{ celves ſhe hath gained attention ; ſo doth the hypocrite, 
who hves and feeds upon the applauſe and commenda- 
| tion of his admirers, and cares little for any of thoſe 
I duties which bring in no returns of praiſe from men ; 
he 1s little pleaſed with a filent melody and private plca- 

| jure betwixt God and his own ſoul. 


Scire tuum mbhil eft nifi te ſcixe hac ſciat alter. 


« It he proclaim not what he hath within.”” 


. 


| | .« Alas! his knowledge is not worth a pin, 
"a 


- He is more for the theatre than the cloſet; and of 
$ | ſuch Chriſt faith, Verily they have their reward. Na- 
t :\ turalifts obſerve the nightingale to be: an ambitious 
| > bird, that cannot endure to be outvied by any ; ſhe will 
> rather chuſe to die than be excelled ; a notable inſtance 
|; whereof we have in the. following plealing poem, tran- 
. | ſlated out of Strada, concerning the nightingale and 


$f lutaniſt, 


\ Now the declining fun did downward bend 
*rom higher heavens, and from his looks did ſend 

*A milder flame, when near to T'yber's flow, 

|} A Jutanift allayed his careful woe | 

F | With ſounding charms ; and in a greeny ſeat 


ou % 


| | Of ſhady oak, took ſhelter from the heat ; | 
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A nightingale o'erheard him, that did uſe 

'To ſojourn in the neighbour groves, the muſe 
That fill'd the place, the ſyrene of the wood 
(Poor harmleſs ſyrene !) ſtealing near, ſhe frood 
Cloſe lurking in the leaves, attentively 
Recording that unwonted melody : 

She conn'd it to herſelf; and every {train 

His fingers play'd, her throat return'd again. 
The lJunatift perceiv'd an anſwer ſent 

From th' imitating bird, and was content 

'To ſhew her play more fully : then in haſte 

He tried his lute, and giving her a taſte 

Of the enſuing quarrel, mimbly beats 

On all his ſtrings ; as nimbly ſhe repeats ; 

And wildly raging o'er a thouſand oye, 
Dounds a {hrill warning for her after lays : 
With rolling hand the lunatift then plies 
'FThe trembling threads, ſometimes in ſcornful wiſe 
He bruſhes down the ſtrings, and ſtrikes them all 
With one even ftroke ; th kes them ſeveral, 
And culls them o'er again ; his ſparkling joints 
With buſy diſcant minching on the points, 
Reach back again with nimble touch, then ſtays : 
The bird replies, and art with art repays. 
Sometimes, as one unexpert, and in doubt, 
How ſhe might wield her voice, ſhe draweth out 
Her tone at large, and doth at firft prepare 

A ſolemn ſtrain, nor wearied with winding air, 
But with an equal pitch, and conſtant throat, 
Makes clear the paſlage for her gliding note ; 
Then croſs diviſion diverſly ſhe plays, 

And loudly chanting out her quickeſt lays, 

Poiſes the ſound, and, with a quivering voice, 
Falls back again. He wond'ring how ſo choice, 
So various harmony could iflue out 

From ſuch a little throat, doth go about 

Some harder leſions, and with wond*rous art 


Changing the ſtrings, doth up the treble dart 


And. downward ſmite the baſe, with painful ſtroke 


' He beats, and as the trumpet doth provoke 


_— 
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Slugoards to fight, even fo his wanton kill 
With mingled diſcord joins the hoarſe and ſhrill, 
| "The bird this alſo tunes ; and whilſt ſhe cuts 
Sharp notes with melting voice, and mingled puts 
Meaſures of middle ſound, then ſuddenly 
She thunders deep, and jugs it inwardly 
| With gentle murmur, clear and dull ſhe fings 


By courſe, as when the martial warning rings. 

Belie,'t, the minſtre] bluſht, with angry mood : 0 
F Inflam'd (quoth he) thou chantreſs of the wood, I] 
IF Either from thee I'li bear the prize away, Y 
I Or vanquifh'd, break my Jute without delay, ou 
I Inimitable accents th-n he ſtrains, |< 
[5 His hand flies on the ſtrings ; in one he chains "© 
If Far different numbers, chaſing here and there, * 
| And all the itrings he labours every where ; 4 
{| Both flat and tharp he ſtrikes, and ately grows Bb 
# To prouder ftrains, and backward as he goes HR 
t: Doubly divides, and cloſing up his lays > wo. tit 
t: Like afull choir, a ſhivering conſort plays : fo 
| ! Then pauting, ſtood in expectation ty 
7 Of his'©o-rival, nor durit anſwer on. (v 
|} But ſhe, when practice long her throat had whet, be 
Fi Enduring not to yield, at once doth ſet T) 
EF! Her ſpirits all to work, andall in vain; _ me 
| | For whilſt the labours to expreſs again, «. 
| With nature's {imple voice, ſuch divers keys, the 
| | With flender pipes ſuch lofty notes as thele. ſin 


| + O'ermatched with high deiigns, o'ermaich'd with woe : 
$ | Tuſt at the laſt encounter of her foe, 

| | he faints, ſhe dies, falls on his inſtrument 

{ That conquer'd her, a fitting monument, 
F | So far even little ſouls are driven on, 


' o o = 
Struck with a. virtuous emulation. 


} 


+ 
; 
- 
' 


And even as far are hypocrites driven on by their 
{ | ambition and pride, which is the ſpur that provokes 
| | them in their religious duties. 


PRE— 
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MEDTT. 1 


Upon the fight of many ſmall birds chirping about"n 
dead hawk, 


EAREING a whole choir of birds chirping and 
twiinking together, it engaged my curiotlity a 

little to enquire into the occaſion of that convocation, 
which mine eye quickly inform'd me of ; for 1 perceiv= 


ed a dead hawk in the buſh, about which they made || 


ſuch a noiſe, feeming to triumph at the death of their 
enemy; and I could not blame them to fing his knell, 
who, like a Canibal, was wont to feed upon their living 
bodies, tearing them limb from limb, and ſcaring them 
' with his frightful appearance, This bird, which hvy- 
ing was ſo formigeable, being dead, the pooreit wren. or 
titmouferfezis not to chirp or hop over. {| his brings 
to my thoughts the baſe and ignoble ends of the greateit 
tyrants. and greedy enzroſiers of the world, of whom 
(whilft living) men were more afr21d, than birds of a | 
hawk,” but dead, become objects of contempr and ſcorn: }. 1 
'The death of ſuch tyrants 1s both inglorious and unla- 
mented ; « When the wicked periſh, there is fhout- 
« ing,” Prov. xi. 10, Which was exemplify'd to 
the fe, at the death cf Nero, cf vithom the poet tlius 
ſings : Fs k. | "SY 


Cum mers crudelem rapuifſet ſaeva Neronem, 
Credibile ef! multos Romam agitaſſe jaces. 


When cruel Nero dy'd th* hiſtorian tells, 
How Rome did mourn with bonfires, plays and bells, 


Remarkable for contempt and ſhame have the ends of 


many bloody tyrants been. So Pompey the great, of 
whom Claudian the poct ings, pt > 


Nidus 


ee es a He a ym. 


| Nidus pa ct aVes, gacet en qui {mob ervem 
| Exiguae telluris inofs 


Who rul'd tie world, a ſpace to make a grave. 

E unburicd thirty days ; and William the conqueror, with 
| many other ſuch birds of prey : winlit a beneficial and 
E lamented death. 


pF - For mine own part, I with I may fo order my con- 
E verſation in the world, that I may live, when 1 am 


- OI Os 


| 286 Huſbandry Spritualized ; Or, 


Birds eat his fleſh. Lo, now he cannot have, 
The like is Roried of Alexander the great, who Iay 


boly life is uſually cloſed up in an honourable and much 


dead, in the afrections of the beſt, and leave an ho- 


1 nourable teſtimony in the conſciences of the wortt ; ; 

| that [ may oppreſs none, do good to all, and ſay when t 
& die, as good Ambroſe did, « Lam neither alhamed to 

« live, nor afraid to die.” t 

/ 

624 | fi 
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|. Upon the fight of a Blackbird raking fanftuary in « ſk 


bufh from a purſuing P0Wk. 


HEN I ſaw how hardly the poor bird was put 

to it to ſave hericif from her enemy, who 

hover'd juſt over the buſh in which ſhe was fluttering 
and ſqueaking, I could not but haſten to relieve her 
(pity and ſuccour being a due debt to the diltrefied ;) 
which, when I. had done, the bird would not depatt 
from the buſh, though her enemy was gone ; this act 
of kindneſs was abundantly repaid by this raeditation, 
with which I returned to my walk ; my foul, like this 
bird, was once diſtreſſed, purſued, yea, ſeized by 9a- 
tan, who had certainly made a prey of it, had not Jeſus 
Chriſt been a ſanctuary to it in that hour of danger. 
How ready did I find him to receive my poor foul 
into his protection ? Then did he make good. that 
\*y weet 
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fweet promiſe to my experience, "I hoſe that come unto 
me, L will in no wiſe caſt out. I called to mind that 
pretty and pertinent {tory of tne piiioſopner, who walk- } 
ing in the heids, a bird, purſued by a hawk, flew into J 
his boſom ; he took her out, and ſaid, © Poor bi | 
© I will neither wrong thee, nor expoſe thee to thine 
© enemy, fince thou <ameſt to me for refuge.* So 
tender, and more than fo, is the Lord Jeſus to diſtreſ- 
ſed fouls that come to him. Blefied Jeſus! How thould 
I love and praiſe thee, glorify and admire thee, for that 
great ſalvation thou haſt wrought for me ! If this bird 
had fallen into the claws of her enemy, the had been 
torn to pieces, indeed, and devoured, but then a few 
minutes had diſpatched her, and ended all her pain and 
miſery; but had my ſoul fallen into the hand of Satan, 
there had been no end of its miſery. 

Would not this ſcared bird be fluthed out of the buſh 
that ſecured her, though I had chaſed away her enemy ? 
And wilt thou, O my ſoul, ever be enticed or ſcared 
from Chriſt thy refuge ? © let tais for ever engaze 
thee to keep cloſe to "Chriſt, and make me fay, with 
Ezra, And now, O Lord, fince tlou. 'haft given me 
ſuch a deliverance as this, ſhould I again break thy. 
commandments |! 


MED: 1 F.:-+IV; 


= Garda Ef reghrt re SR. Do cn ee ow OO 


Upon the fight of divers goldfinches intermingling w: th 
a fiack of f, arrows. 


E THINKS theſe birds do fitly reſemble the gaudy 
courtiers, and the plain peaſants ; how ipruce 
and richly Soried with ſhining and verious coloured 
feathers (like ſcarlet, richly laid with gold and !.\Jver 
Lice) are thoſe ? How plainly clad in a home-ſpun coun- 
try rufiet are theſe ? fine foathers (faith our proverb) 
maxe proud birds ; and yet tac feathers of the ſparruw 
are as uſeful and beneficial, bota for warmth and fi. tt 
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| tho” not ſo gay and ornamental, as the others ; and if 
| both were ftript out of their feathers, the ſparrow would 
prove the better bird of the two: by which I ſee, that 
*the greateſt worth doth not always lie under the fine(t 
| cloaths : And behdes, God can make mean and homely 
arments as ufefu] and heneficial to poor and deſpiſed 
2hriſtians, as the rutfing and ſhining garments of wan- 
ton gallants are to them : and when God ſhall ſtrip men 
out of all external excellencies, theſe will be found to 
excel their glittering neighbours in true worth and ex- 
| cellency. | | 
Little would a man think ſuch rich treaſures of grace, 
wiſdom, humility, &c. lay under ſome ruſlet coats, 


Sepe ſub attrita latitat ſapientia veſte. 


| Under poor garments more true worth may be 
Than under filks that whiſtle, who but he. 


Whilſt, on the other fide the heart of the wicked 
| (as Solomon hath obſerved) is little worth, how much 
| foever his cloaths be worth. Alas! it -falls out too 
Frequently among us, as it doth with men in the In- 
dies, who walk over the rich veins of gold and i:lver 
ore, wiich lie hid under a ragged and barren ſurface, 
and know 1t not For my own part, I deſire not to 

| value any man by what 1s intrinfical and worldly, but 

| by that true internal excellency of grace, which makes 
the face to thine in the eyes of God and good men: 1 

| would contema a vile perſon, though never fo glori- 
'Ous in the eye of the world ; but honour ſuch as fear 
the Lord, how ſordid and deſpicable ſoever to appear- 
ance. 


MEDIT. 
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MEDIT. 'V. 


ai 7 


Upon the hg ht of a robin- red-breaft picking up anorm 
from a mole-hill then £4. m7. 


| Bſerving the mole working ndubtriouſly beneath, 
() and the'bird watching ſo intent] y above, I made Wl 
a ſtand to obſerve the iſſue; when in a little time: the FA 
bird deſcends, and ſeizes upon a worm, which I per- FÞ 
ceived was crawling apace from the enemy below that 
haunted her, but fell to the ſhare of another which ſrom 
above waited on her. My thoughts preſently ſuggeſted 
theſe meditations from that occaſion : methought this -# 
poor worm ſeemed to be the emblem of my poor ſoul, By 
which is more endangered by its own luſts of pride and þ 
covetouſneſs, than this worm was by the. mole and #8 
bird : my pride like the aſpiring bird, watches for it 'ÞÞ 
above z my covetoulneſs, like this ſubterranean mole 
digging for it beneath. Poor ſoul ! What a fad diermma 
art thou brought to? If thou go down into the-caverns 
- of the earth, there thou art a prey to thy covetouſneſs 
that hunts thee ;- and if thou aſpire, or but creep us- 
wards, there thy pride waits to enſnare thee. Diitreſ- 
fed ſoul | whither wilt thou go? Aſcend thou mayeſ;, 
not by a vain elation, but by a heavenly converſation, 
beſide vhich there as no way for thy preſervation; the 
way of life is above to the wiſe, &c. 

Again, I could not but obſerve the accide ntal be- 
nefit this poor harmleſs bird*obtained by the labour of 
tie mole, -who hunting intentionally for herſe If, un- 
burroughed and ferretted out this worm for the bird, 
who poilibly, was hungry encugh, and could net have | 
been relieved for this time, but by the mole, the fruit | 
of whoſe labour ſhe now fed upon. Even thus tis Lord 
oft-times makes good his word to his people :. © The 
« wealth of. the wicked is laid up for the Jult. 2 And 
again, « The carth ſhall help'the woman.” This was 
TH B b '-- 5%. Ap 
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. fully exemplited in David, to whom Nabal, that chur- 
> liſh muckworm, ſpeaks all in poſſeſlives, © Shall I 
>< take my bread, &c.. and give 1t_ to one I know 
P< not whom ?”” And yet David reaps the fruits. of all 
- the pains and toils of Nabal at laſt. Let it never en- 
courage me to idleneſs, that ſometimes God gives his 
people the fruit of others ſweat ; but if providence re- 
duce; me to neceſſity, and diſable me from helping 
myſelf, I doubt. not then, but it- will provide inftru-/ 
' ments to do it, | "The bird was an hungry, and could 
not dig. 


MEDIT. VL. 
| Upon the ſhooting of two finches fighting in the air, 


" T3 EBVES NEE 
'T-T OW ſoon hath death ended the quarrel betwixt 
: theſe two little combatants ! had they agreed 
- better, they might have lived longer ; 'twas their own 
contention that gave both the opportunity and provoca- 
- . tion of their death 3 and though living they could not, 
, Hts Deang dead, they can he quietly together in my 
- hand, 
Fooliſh birds, was it not enough that birds of prey 
- watched to devour them, but they muſt pick and ſcratch 
- one another ? "Thus have I ſecn the birds of paradiſe 
 .(faints.I mean) tearing and wounding each other, hke 
fo many birds of prey, and by their unchriſtian conteſts 
- Siving the occaſion. of their gommon ruin ;: yea, and 
that not only when. at liberty,- as theſe were, but when 
_engared alſo; and yet,,as one well obſerves, if ever 
Chriftians will agree, *twill either be in a prifon, or in 
heaven; for in a priſon their quarrclſome Juſts he low, 
and in heaven they ſhall be utterly done away. 
But O what pity is it, that thoſe who ſhall agree { 
perfectly in heaven, ſhould bite and devour each other 
uporearth ? That it ſhould be ſaid of them, as one in- 
* gentouſly obſerved, who ſaw their carcaites he together, 
| | | as 
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_ as if they had lovingly embraced each other, who fell 4 


together by a duel; Duanta amicitia /e Invicem am- 
pleAtuntur, qui muina et 1mplacabilt intmicttia pert» 
erunt ! TS | : 


« Embracing one another, now they Iye, | 
« Who by each others bloody hands did ce,” 


, Or, as he ſaid who obſerved how quietly and peace- Watt 
_ ably the duſt and bones, even of enemics, did 1ve t- Wi 
gether in the grave; non tanta vivi pace conjunt'; BY | 
efjetis ; you did not live together ſo pezceably. It con- FM 
{ſcience of Chriſt's command will not, yet the confide- © 
ration of common ſafety ſhould powerfully perſuade to } 
_ unity and amity, ? Hy 


MEDTIT.. VII, we 
Upor the ſinging of a blind finch by night. 


A Dear friend, who was a. great obſerver of the Þ% 
A works of God in nature, told me, T hat being Þ*# | 
entertained with a ſight of many rarities at a friend's Fs; ] 
houſe in London ; among other things his friend thewed 8 F? 
| him a finch, whoſe eyes being put out, would frequently | #1 
{ing, even at midnight. 'T his bird, in my opinion, {1} 4 
is the lively emblem of ſuch careleſs and unconcerned $11 F 
_ perſons, as the prophet deſcribes, Amos vi. 4," 5, 6.7% 
who chant to the viol, when, a ajſmal night of trouble} ;| 
and gMiiction hath over=ſhadowed the church. You} | 
would have thought it ſtrange to have heard this bird $9 } 
ſing in the night, when all others are in a deep fſtlence,#t} 
except the owl, an unclean bird, and the nightingale 3:8 1 
which before we made the emblem of the hypocrite. —jt} 
And as ſtrange it is, that any, except the propaaneÞ 
and hypocritical, ſhould ſo unſeajonably expreſs their}? 4 
Mirth and jollity ; that any of: Sion's children ſhouldt Rt * 
| vein pleaſure, whilſt ſhe herſclf lies in tears. The Fu} 
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people '6f God, in Pal. exxxvii. tell us, in what pol- 
tures of forrow they {at ; even like birds, with their 
| heads under their wings, during the night of their Cap- 
tivity. © How long ſhall we ling the Lerd's ſongs in 
« a itrange land fr? * Is like enouth, ſuch as can fins 
and chant in the nizht of the church's trouble, have 
| well feathercd their nefls in the days of her proſperity ; 
E however, let them know that 'God will turn their un- 
F feaſonable mirta into'a fadder note ; and thoſe that now 
F fit fad, and lent, thall ſhortly ſing for joy of keart, 
when the winter is pait, the rain over and gone, the 
| flowers appear again upon the carth, and the time of 
| finging of birds 1s come, 


F T6 
MED1T.” YM. 
Upon the- comparing of two. birds neſts. | 


Þ IS pretty to obſerve the ſtruture and commo- 
liouſneh of the habitations of theſe little archi- 
tefs, who though they act -not by reaſon and counſe], 
but” only by natural inſtin& ; yet reaſon itſelf could 
| hardly have contrived a nearer  huilding of ſuch ſ1mple 
materials, How neatly hath the thruſh ceiled or plaiſ- 
| tered his neſt, with admirable art, and induſtry ! how 
Ewarmly hath the finch matted his? And both molt 

Ffenced againſt the injury of the weather. 
| How comfortably hath nature provided convenient 
| habitations for theſe weak and tender young ones, who 
Lhave warm lodgings, and variety of provili ons hourly 
Fbrought them, without their care or pains? This tri- 
EHing object ſuggetts to my thoughts a more excellent 
Land ſerious contemplation even the wonderful and un- 
EF paralleled abuſement of Jeſus Chriſt, who for my ſake 
f voluntarily ſubmitted himſelf to a more deſtitute and 
Weeecrcd {tate, than theſe birds of the air: For Matth. 
[viil. 20; he faith, <Thefoxes have "AUR, and the birds 
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« of the air have neſts : but the ſon of man hath not ! 'k | 
« where to lay his head.” "n Lid 
PRES Us 


« The craggy rocks to "foxes bales affords, 

« The pleaſant woods a reſting-place to birds ; 4 
« For Chriſt no fixed habitation's found, + FE: 
«« But what was borrow'd, or the naked ground. * UY 


_ O melting conſideration that the glorious Son of -F 
| God, John i. 14. * The Lord of glory, James ii. 1. 3F 
« The brightneſs of his Father's glory, Heb, i. 3. Who 3 
« was rich, 2 Cor. viii. 9, and thought it not robbery 7'if 
to be equal with God,” Phil. it. 8;; who from all 2- $7 
ternity was infinitely and ineffably « delighting and. re- i} 
« pong. in tbe boſom of his Father,” Km vill. 30. 8 
that he, I fay, ſhould manifeſt himſelf in fleſh, 2 Tim. 7} 
iii, 16. yea, © inthe likeneſs of ſinful fleſh,” Rom. viii. | 8 
3. that is, in fleſh that had the marks and effetts of fn 
upon it, as _ thirſt, pain,- wearineſs and mortali- 7 #7 
ty, and not only fo, but to chuſe ſuch Rate of outward |} 
meanneſs and poverty, never being poſſeſſed of a houſe | 
 in'this world ; but living as a'ſtranger in other men's | if 
houſes, and ſooping in thts reſpect to a lower. condi- Þy' 
tion than the birds of the air, and all this for enemies. | Þ 
O let it work both admiration and thankfulneſs in- my | #1 
ſoul! by body is better accommodated than the body of 1 | 
my Lord. © Dear Jeſus ! by how much the viler bow if 
< madeſt thyſelf for me, by fo Ls the dearer thalt $3 
£ thou be to me.”'+ T7 41 
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47 


'MED1TT. IX. 


Upen the early ſe f ging of birds. 


TOW. am 1 reproved 'of "ſluggrthneſs by theſe 
watchful birds ! which cheartully entertain the 
very downing of the ' morning with their chearful and 
delightful warblings 4 They ſet their'little ſpirits all a- 


| \work by times, whilſt my nobler ſpirits are bound with 
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'the bonds 'of ſoft and downy flumbers. For ſhame, m 

ſoul! ſuffer not that publican fleep to ſeize ſo much of 
thy time, yea, thy beſt and freſheſt time; reprove and 
Ehigs: thy fuvpith body, as a good biſhop once did when 
-iipon the fame" ocealion he ne he eg paſſeres, et 


Trane pontifices, 


« The early ehicping fparrows. may reprove 
©" 1 Such: lazy biſhops as their beds do love.” 
Of many fluzgards it may be ſaid, as Tully ſaid of 
-Yewres the ;epiry "of Sicily, Dued nunquam folem nec 
"ortentim, nec ecetdenitem, vederat ; that bs never faw 
the fun riſing, being'in bed arr; nor ketting) being in 
bed before!” EY 19? 

Fig pity that Chriſtians, &F- al men, ould fuſer 


" fleep to IP ſuch large thongs out of ſo narrow a hidc, 


as their time on earth 1s. ut, alas ! itis ner fo-much 
early riſing, as a wile improving thoſe freſh and fre: 


Robrd with (od, that will enrich ich the ſoul ; elſe, as our 


proverb faith, <A nian may be early up, and never the 
« nearer.,z” Y far better it is to be found.in bed fleep- 
ing, than tote up going. Ong, cr_ that which is 
worſe than nothing. '© "my -ſoul ! learn to-prepolleſs 
thyſelf every morning with the thoughts of Gag,. and 
ſpticy not , thoſe frefh and {\yeet operations of thy." nind 


to be preſtituted to Farthly UUAEE ' for that is experi- 


mentally 


CE Es — Cl — ©... cc ts. 


ws. 7 


Occafional Meditations. 295 


OD 


—__ — 


bn [4 ”y «s. Be Dr Mz 4S4. © 


mentally true, which * one, in this caſe, hath pertinent- 
ly obſerved, that if the world get the ſtart of religion | 
in the morning, it will be hard for religion to FOREVER 
at all the Aonc after. 0297712 


mas i on > Nh af - CESS + © SOS 
- 


" MEDIT. _ X. 


% 


- Upon the bahering of birds wich a > paſs of hair. 


BSERVING, in a ſnowy ſeaſon; how the poor | if 
- hungry birds were haltered" and drawn in _bya | F 
grain'of hair cunningly \caſt over their heads, whilſt, | {| 
poor creatures, they. were buſtily: feeding, and ſuſpeAing 'F 
n2 danger; and even whillt their companions were 4} 
drawn away from them, one after another, all the inter-"#}Þ 
ruption it gave the reſt, was only for a minute or two, | 
whilſt they ſtood peeping into that hole through which 3 
their companions were drawn, and then fell to their $ 
meat again as buſily as before ; T gould not chuſe but ſay, {i 
Even thus ſurprizing doth death ſteal upon the chil- FY! 
dren of men, whilſt they are wholly intent upon the Ch: 
cares and pleaſures of this life, not at all ſulpecting © | 
its ſo near approach.* Theſe birds faw not the hand 
that enſnared them, nor do they ſee” the hand of death } 
plucking them one after another into the grave, 


os SS. OS... 


« Death ſteps as ſwift, .and yet no noiſe it makes ; 
« Its hands os; *but yer moſt ſurely takes F. L 


And even' as the ſurviving birds for a little time UT} 
[cemed iQ ſtand afirighted,  Þeeping. after tacir Compa- f il ; 
; non} by 


- * Mr. Caſe Epift. tothe Morn Lefty, | 


+ Omnibus obſcures injeckt i/la manu. 


—_ 


| | with his clog, than Joſe him for want of. -one. 
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nions," and then as buſy as ever to. their meat again : 
uſt ſo- it fares 'with+ the careleſs, incontiderate world, 


| who ſee others daily dropping into eternity round about 


them, and for the preſent are a little- ſtartled, and will 


| look into the grave after their neighbours, and then fall 


as buſily to their earthly employments and pleaſures 
in, as ever, till their own turn comes, | 

I know, my God, that I muſt die as well as others, 

but O let me not die as do others, let me ſee death be- 

fore I feel it, and conquer it before it kill me; let it 


' not come as an enemy upon my back, but rather let me 


meet it as a friend, half way. Die I muſt, but Jet 


| .me. lay up that good treaſure before I go, Matth. vi. 


19. Carry with me a good conſcience when I go, 
2 Tim. iv. 6, 7. and leave behind me a good example 
when am gone, and then let death come and welcome. 


MEDITATIONS vrox BEASTS. 


* .MEDIT. I 
| Upon the clogging of a ſiraying beaſt. 


"AD this buHock contented itſelf, and remained 
L 1 quietly within his own bounds, his owner had 
never put ſuch an-heavy clog upon his neck ; but I ſee 
the prudent huſbandman chuſes rather to keep him 
What 
this 


+ < et to OR. 
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this clog is to him, that is aMiction and trouble-t6 me ; 
had iny ſoul kept cloſe with God in liberty and proſpe- 
rity, he would never thus have clogged me with adver- 
ſity; yea, and happy were it for me, if I migat {tray 
from God no more, who hath thus clogged me witn 
preventing aillictons:;” I with David, L might fay, 
« Betore I was aiilicted I went aſtray, but now I have 
« kept thy word.” Pſalm cxix. 67. O-my foul ! 'tis 
tctter for thee to have thy pride clogged with poverty, 
thy ambition with reproach, thy carnal expectancies 
with conſtant diſappointments, than-to be at liberty to 
ryn from God and duty, | 

"Tis true, I am ſometimes as weary of theſe troubles, 
| a$. this poor beaſt is of the clog he draws after him, and 

often wiſh myſelf rid of them ;. but yet, if God ſhould 
_ take them. off, . for ought I know, I night have:cauſe to 
wiſh them on again, to .prevent a greater; miſchief, 
*T'is toried of Bati], that for many years he was ſorely 


afflicted with an inveterate head-ach, (that was his clog) ?# 


he often prayed for the removal of it; at laſt God re- 
moved it, but inftead therept he was ſorely exerciſed 
with the motions and temptations of luſt, which "when 
he perceived, he as earne{tly defired his head-ach again, 


to prevent a greater evil. Lord! if my corruptions may , } 


be prevented by my afflictions, I refuſe not-to. be clog- 
zed with them ; but my ſoul rather deſire thou wouldit 
haſten the” time when i 

them both. - -» 


6 Upon the lve of a dog to his maſter. | 


TOW many a weary ſtep, through mire. and dirt, 

bath this poor dog followed my-horſe's hgels to 
day, and all this for a very poor reward ?for-all-R& gets 
by it at night, .is but bone and blows, yet will - not 
w- | eave 


ſhall be: for ever freed. from "4 | 
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leave thy company, but is content upon ſuchhard terms, 
to travel with me from day to day. 
* O' my ſoul! what conviction and ſhame may this 
leave upon thee, who art oftentimes even weary of fol- 
lowing thy maſter Chriſt, whoſe rewards and encourage- 
- ments, -of obedience are fo incomparably ſweet and ſure ? 
F cannot beat back this dog from following me, but e- 
very inconf{iderable trouble is enough to diſcourage me 
in the way of my duty. Ready I am to reſolve as that 
feribe did, Matth. viii. 19. *« Maſter, I will follow thee 
«© whitherſoever thou .goeſt ;** but how doth my heart. 
- faulter, when I muit encounter with the difficulties of 
the way? O |! let me make a whole heart-choice of 
Chriſt for my portion and: happineſs ! and then I ſhall 
never leave' him, nor. turn back from following him, 
thought the preſent difficulties were much more, and the 
preſent encouragement much le(s, T8 


"MEDI T. lt. 
© Upon the fighting of two rams, 
T FVAKING notice how furiouſly theſs frees which 
a pl 
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T £ by nature are mild and gentle, did yet, like bulls, 
+ pul: each other, taking their advantage by going back 
| to meet with a greater rage and fury ; methought I ſaw 
F in this a plain emblem of the unchriſtian conteſts and 
animoſities which fall out amongſt them that call them- 
| ſelves the people of God, who are in Scripture alſo 
# ftiled ſheep for their meekneſs and innocency ; and yet 
& through the remaining corruptions that are in them, 
thus Go they puſh each other ; (as one long ſince com- 
plained) zon /ecus ac, FEET 


en anus converſis intmica in prelia tauri, © 
TB ONIDUS INCUTT UM ——— 


Shall 
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Shall Chriſtians one another wound and puſhy, 
Like furious bulls, when they together ruſt” 


The fighting of theſe ſheep doth in- two reſpeCts nota- 
bly comport with the ſinful praftices of contending : ' 
Chriſtians, 1. That in this fight they engage with their }iÞ 
| heads one againſt another : and what are they but thoſe 
head-notions, or oppolition of ſciences, falſly ſo called, 
that have made fo many broils and uproars in the Chriſ- 
tian world? O! what claſhings have theſe heady opi- 
nions cauſed in the churches? Firſt heads, and then 
hearts have claſhed. Chriſtians have not diſtinguiſh- !' 3 
ed betwixt Adverſarius litts, et ferſone ; an adverſary Wt 
to the opinion, and to the perſon ; but dipt their tongues. | * 
and pens in vinegar and gall, ſhamefully aſperſing and ! 
reproaching one another, becauſe their underſtandings | ## | 
were not caſt into one mould, and their heads all of a | i 
bigneſs, But 2, That which country men obſerve from || 
the fighting of ſheep, « That it preſages foul and ſtormy |} 
« weather,” is much more certainly conſequent upon | i} 
the fighting of Chriſt's ſheep. Do theſe claſh and i | 
puſh ? Surely © it is an i: fallible prognoſtick of an |} * 
_<« enſuing ſtorm, Mal. iv. 6. *.-. 


MEDrT, Iv 


where hc had much ſcope, but httle graſs, how: I4 ! 
gentle and traftable was he then ? He would not only + | 
itand quiet to be taken, but come to hand of his own i} # 
accord, and follow me up and down the field for a cruſt | 3! * 
of bread, or. handful of oats; but ſince I turned him? E 
into this fat paſture he comes no more tome, nor will: #F : 
ſuffer me to come near him, but throws up his heels! 


wantonly{ 85 Þ 
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wanggly acainſt me, znd flies from me, as if I were 
Tatherhis &:enty than benefafor. In this I beheld thc 
carriage of my own heart towards God, who the more 
he hath done for me, the ſeldomer doth ke hear from 
me; in a/low afllicted ſtate, how tractable is my heart 
"to duty! Them it comes to the' foot of God volunta- 
rily. But in an exalted condition, how wildly doth 
\my heart -run- from God -and 'duty? With this un- 
grateful requital God faulted his own people, Jer. ii, 
31. teachable and tractable in the w:/derneſs, but when 
"fatted in that rich paſture Cannan, "Then «we are lords, 
«© we will come no more to thee.” How ſoon are al] 
God's former benefits forgotten ? And how often is 
that ancient - obſervation * yerifed, even in his own 


| people ?/ 


| « No'fooner do we gifts on ſome beſtow, 
© «But preſently our gifts grey-headed grow.” 
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But that's a bad tenant, that will maintain a ſuit 
at law againſt his landlord with his own rent; and a 
4 : : %- © . JU . . 

bad heart, that will hight againſt God with his own mer- 
F_ cies. TI wiſh it may be with my heart, as it 4s reported 
to be with the waters in the kingdom of Congo, that 
are never ſo ſweet to the taſte, as when the tide is at 


WED 1 T.:+v, 
| Upon the hunting of a deer. 
HE full-mouthed cry of theſe dogs, which frem 


- which is now no longer able to ſtand before them, but 


v iS 
- 33 


$ * Mera Ty Joo Taxica YIgaorue Xaftss 
Pot munera cito conſeneſcit grata, 
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the morning "have hunted this poer tired deer, 
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is compaſled round with them, who thirſt for, and will 


preſently ſuck her blood ; brings to my thoughts the 
conditions and ſtate of Jeſus Chriſt, in the days of his 
fleſh, who was thus hunted from place to place by 
blood-thirſty enemies. Upon this very account, the 
22d Pſalm,” which treats of: his death, 1s inſcribed with 


the title of Aijeleth Shahar, which {gnines the hind of 
the morning, and fully imports the ſame notion, which _ 1 
this occaſion preſented me with ; for look as the hind ©: 


or deer, which is intended . to be run down that day, 
is rouzed by the dogs early in the morning, fo was 
Chriſt, in the very morning of his infancy, by bloody 
Herod, and the cruel pack confederatcd with him, "Fhus 
was he chaſed from place to place, till that was fulfilled 
which was prophetically written of him in verſe 16. of 
the foreſited Pſalm ; «< For dogs have compaſled me a- 
« bout, the aſſembly of the wicked have incloſed me : 
« they pierced my hands and my feet, 

_And can thou expect, O my foul ! to fare better 
than he did, or eſcape tne rage of bloody men? Surely, 
if the ſpirit of Chriit dwell in thee, if his holineſs 
have favoured thee, theſe dogs will wind it, and give 
thee Chaſe too ; they go upon the ſcent of nolineſs itil, 
and would hunt to deſtruction every one, 11 waom there 
is aligurd Chri/ti, any thing of Chriſt, if the gracious 
providence of the Lord did not ſometimes rate them 
off: for it 15 no, lels a pleaſure which ſome wicked ones 
take in hunting the people of G09, than what * Clau- 
dian the poet obſerves men uſe to take in hunting wild 


beaſts. 


« Whilſt weary huntſmen in the night do ſleep, 
{© 'Their fancies in the woods itill hunting keep. 


C c -  *Abhardt 


* Lenator d:feJa thero quum membra repenit, 
Mens tanies aa fyluas, et jug tujtra Yeu. 
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Lord! ſhould I with the hypocrite declitie the pro. 


feffion and practice of holineſs, to! eſcape the rage of 
perſecyting enenites, at what time they ceaſe, my own 
conſcience would begin to hunt me like a blood hound: 
let me rather chuſe to.be chaſed by. men than God, to 
flee before purſuing enemies, than be dogged from Gay 


"to day with a guilty con{ctence, 


A 


ey MEDITATIONS UPON TREES. 


MEDITATION 1. 


+ Upon the Fall of Blofſems, nipt by a froſty Morning. 


Eholding in an early ſpring, / fruit-trees emboſſed 
with beautiful bloffoms of 'various colours, which 
breathed forth their delicious odours into the circum- 
ambient air, and adorned the branehes on which they 
rew, like ſo many rich jewels, or glittering pendants ; 


and further obſerving, how theſe perfumed blofloms 


dropt off, being bitten with the froſt, and*diſcoloured 
2:1 tie ground, as if a ſhower of ſnow had fallen ; I ſaid 
'thin myſelf, theſe ſweet and carly bloſfems are not un- 


>. my 1weet :nl early afteciions to the Lord, in the 


days of my firſt acquaintance with him. O what fer- 
vent love, pantii g del.res, and heavenly delights heau- 
tihed my ſoul in inoſe days! The odoriterous ſcent 
6f the {w2eteſt bloſſoms, the morning breath of the molt 
fragra.it lowers hath n6t half that tweetneſs with which 
thoſe my firſt affetions were «n'i.h'd, O! happy 


remenibrance 


| time, thrice pleatant ſpring | my foul hath' it ſtill in 
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remembrance, and is humbled within me ; for theſe al- 
fo were but blotioms which now are nipt and taded, 
* that firit flouni:n is gone ; my heart 1S ike the winter's 
_ earth, becauſe thy face,, Lord! | 1s to me lite a winter 
ſun: © Awake, © North wind ! and come South wind, 
«blow upon my garden, that tte ſpices thereot may 

« flow out, then let my beloyed come into iis garden, 

«c and eat his pleaſant fruit.” | | 


MEDIT, I. 
Upon the anitting or ſetting of fruit. 


HAVE often obſerved, that when the bloſſoms of a 
tree ſet and knit, though the flourith thereof te 
cone, and nothing but the bare rudiment of the expect- 
ed fruit be'left ;z; yet then the fruit 1s much better fſe- 
cured from the danger of froſts and winds, . than whilſt 
it remained in the flower or bloffom ; for now-it hath 
paſt one of thoſe critical periods, in which ſo many trees 

miſcarry+and-lofe their fruit. And methought this 
natural. obſervation fairly led me to this theological pro- 
poſition ;; That good motions,: Aid holy purpoſes in 
the ſoul; are neveridecured, and: paſt their moſt danger- 
© ous critzs, till they be. turned into fixed refolutions, 
© and anfwerable | excctitions, which 1 iS as the knitting 
© and ſetting af them.” Fr 

Upon Wgpropolition my melting choline thus di- 

Tous" s 7 had it been for thee, my foul | had all 
the bleſſed motions, of the ſpirit been thus knit and fix- 
ed/in thee, + Q how: have mine affections blown and 
budded under the warm beams. .of the goſpel !! But a 

. WW ci] blaſt from the Cares, troubles, and delights of the 

MW world without, and the vanity and deaineſs of the heart 

{WW within, have blaſted all ; my goodneſs hath been but as 

hiW 2 morning dew, or early cloud that vaniſheth away. 

7 And even of divine ordinances, I may fay what is faid 

n of human ordinances, «© They have periſhed in the _ 

q C C 2 a.” 
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« uſing.” A bloflom is but frudrus imperfettus, ot or- 
dinabilts, an impertect thing in itſelf, and ſomething in 
orcer to fruitz a good motion and holy purpoſe 1s but 
opus imperfetium, & ordinab;.e, an. impertect work in 
order to a compleat work of the ſpirit; when tnat pre- 
mus impetus, thoſe firſt motions were ttrong upon my 
heart, had I tnen purſued them in the force and vigour 
of them, how many difficulttes might I have overcome ? 
Fevive thy work, O Lord } and give not to my ſoul 
a miſcarrying womb, or dry breaſts. 


Upon the fight of a fair ſpreading oak, 


b ©, arr a lofty flouriſhing tree is here? It ſeems 
rather to be a little wood, than a ſingle tree, 
every limb: thereof having the dimenſions and branches 
of a tree in it; and-yet as great as it'is, it was once 
but a little ſlip, whach one might pull up with two 
fingers ; this. vaſt body was contained vertually 'and po- 
tentially in a ſmall acorn. Well then, I will never.de- 
ipiſe the day of ſmall things, nor deſpair of arriving to 

an eminency of grace, though at 'preſent it be but as 2 
" bruiſed reed, Ko the things that are in me be ready to 
die, As things in nature, fo. the things of the ſpirit 
grow up to their fulnefſs and perfeQtion by flow and in- 
ſenſible degrees. The famous and heroical acts of the 
molt renowned believers were ſuch 2s themſelves could 
rot onee perform, or it may be, think they ever ſhould, 
Creat things both in nature and grace, come from ſmall 
and contemptible beginnings, _ 


MEDIT, 
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MEDI T. IV. 


Upon the fight of many flicks 'naged in the branches m a 
choice frutt-tree. 


OW is this tree battered with ſtones, and, loaded 
1 with fticks, that.have-been thrown: at it, whilſt: 
thote that grow about. it, vols barren, or bearing har- 
ſher fruit, eſcape untouched ! Surely if its fruit had 
noti been ſo good, its uſage ' had not been fo bad.— 
And- yet it 1s affirmed, That ſome trees, as the wal- 
nut, &c...bear the better for being tus bruiſed and 
battered, lf 

, Even thus: it fares in_ both reſpects with the beſt of | 
men; the more holy the more eiv!ed and perſecuted 3 Þ 
every one that palies by will have a fling at them. Me- 
thinks Þ ſee: how devils and+ w{gr.ca men. walk round 
about the people of God, whomhe rath incloſed in his 
arais of power, like ſ- mai:y boys about an orchard, 
whoſe lips water to ha:e a ting at them. But God 
turns all the ſtones of reproach into precious ſtones to 
his p- ;ople ; tiey: bear the better for ©2:nz thus bat- 


tered. + And, in them, is that ancierit * * cbſervation 
TTY ; 


© "The palms and crowns of, virtue thus increaſe ; ... 
© Thus perſecution's turned into peace. 


Let me be but fruitful to Go?! in :olinets 5$,..and ever 
| aboundins in tae work of the [ord and then vwiillt 


Sis i. 


devils and. men ate flinging at tic anther by hand. or 


ton.,ue-perlecutions,. 1 will ing amadte them alt with 
the « diVIne poct : 


C ot | | | Vhat 


* n- frurt O17 t! tron *olnae ©& roſe -ntgue corenae 
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What open force, or hidden charm, 
Can blait my fruits, or bring me harm, 


Whilſt the incloſure is thine arm ? 
HERB. Pocm. p. 177, 


MEDIT. VV.” 


Upon the gathering of choice fruit from a ſcrubbed u- 
7 : promiſing tree. ; 
OULD any man think to find ſuch rare delicious 
fruit upon ſuch an unworthy tree to appearance 
as this is ? LI ſhould rather have expected the molt de- 
| licious fruit from the moſt handſome and flouriſhing 
+ trees; but I ſee I muſt neither judge the worth of trees 
' or men by their external form and appearance. This 
is not the firſt time I have: been deceived in judging by 
that rule; under fair and promiſing outſides I have found 
nothing of worth.; and'm many deformed deſpicable 
bodies, I have found precious and richly furniſhed ſouls. 
| The fap and juice of this ſcrubbed tree is concofted into 
* xare and. excellent fruits, whilſt the juice and ſap of 
fome other fair, but. barren trees, ſerves only to keep 
them from rotting, which is all the uſe that many 
fouls (which dwell in beautiful bodies) ſerve for ; they 
have (as one faith). anzmam pro, ſale ;, their ſouls are but 
ſalt to their bodies., Or thus, 


The. only-uſe to, which. their ſouls do.ſerve, 
Is but lixe falt, their bodies to preſerve. 


If Gad have given me a ſound ſoul in a ſound body, 
I have a double mercy to bleſs him for ; but whether 
my body be vigorous and beautiful, or not, yet. let my 
ſoul be ſo: for as the eſteem of this tree, ſo the eſteem 
| and true honour of every man rites rather from, his 
| fruitfulnels and uiefulnefs, than from his ſhape and. 


form,. | 
cake MEDIT. 
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Upon an excellent, but irregular tree. 


EEING a tree grow ſomewhat irregular, ina very 
neat archard, T told the owner it was a pity that 
tree ſhould. ſtand there; and that, if it were -mine I 
' would root it up, and thereby reduce the orchard to 
an exact uniformity, © That he rather regarded the fruit 
than the form;” and that this ſlight inconveniency 
was abundantly preponderated by a more conſiderable 
advantage. This tree, faid he, which you would root 
up, hath yielded me more fruit. than many of thoſe trees 
which have nothing elſe to commend them hut their 
regular ſituation. I could not but yield to the reaſon 


will not ſtick to root up many hundreds of the beſt 
bearers in the Lord's orchard, becauſe they ſtand 
not in an exaCt order with other more conformable, 


but leſs beneficial trees, who-do perdere geting 
ve the 


++» accidentia, deſtroy the fruit to preſer 


| Not much unlike, ſuch fooliſh men are thoſe 
That ſtrive for ſhadows and the ſubſtance loſe. 


MEDIT; 


of this anſwer ; and could wiſh it had been ſpoken fo 
loud, that all our uniformity-men had. heard it, who- 


—_— ks 
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bs ARBILATIONS vrpy/ 4. GARDEN, 
i 1 Br gt 2 | | | 


en” "at EDT, 1 
_ , Upon the new- modelling of a garden. 


Gentlewoman who had lately ſeen a neat and cu- 
rious garden, returns to her -own with a greater 
flike . of it than ever; reſolves to new-mudel the 
whole plat, and reduce it to a better form ; .is now be- 
come ſo curious and neat, that not a. weed or ltone is 
fuftered in it, but all muſt lie in exquiſite order ; and 
whatever ornainent ſhe had obſerved in her neighbours, 
fhe is now reſtleſs. till ſhe ſees 'it in her own. _ 
- Hippy were it, thought 1, if in an toly emulation 
every one would thus endeavour to rectify 1e diforders 
of their own converſation, by the excelicuc graces they 


| behold in the more heavenly and regular lives of others. 


Some Chriſtians there are (I with their number were 
greater) whoſe actions lie in ſuch a coincly and beau- 
tiful order, that few of their neiphbours can look upon 

eir examples without ſelf-coaviction and ihame ; bit 
few are ſo happy. to be provoked into ſcli-reformation 
by ſuch rare patterns. I ſee it is much ear to pull up 
many weeds out of a garden, than one corruption out 
of the heart; and to procure an hunired flower» to 


| adorn a knot, than one grace to beautify the ſou]. *'Tis 


more natural to corrupt man to envy, taan to 1initate 
the ſpiritual excellencies of others, 


MEDET:. 
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M-E-D'I -T; IT. 
Uon the pulling up of a leek, 


#4 Rp 


White head and a green tail ! How yyell doth 


this reſemble an old” wanton Jover, whoſe green 


youthful Juſts are not extinguiſhed, though his white | 
head declares that nature 1s almoſt fo ! "Grey hairs 


ſhould be alweys matched with grave deportments ; and 
the fins of youth ſhould rather be the gricts than plea. 
fures of old age, *Tis fad when the fins of the ſoul, 
like the diſeaſes of the body, grow ſtronger, as nature 
grows weaxer : and it recalis to my mind that ancient 
obſervation of * Menander : : 


« It is the worſt of evils, to behold 
_« Strong youthful luſts to rage in one that's old, " 


'Tis a thouſand pities, that thoſe who have ohe foot | 


in the grave, would live as if the other were in hell ! 


that their luits ſhould be fo lively, when their bodies 


are three parts dead ! Such ſinful praCtices bring -upon 


them more contempt and ſhame than their hoary heads, 


and reverend faces can procure them honour, 


« Grey hairs, and aged wrinkles, did of old 


« Procure more reverence than bags of gold.” 


But alas ! how little reſpe& or reverence can the | 


hoary head obtain amongſt wile men, except it be found 
* Tegwy egagos £yarov Kal XKQKY TUX, | 
Senex amore captus, ultimum maium. Menand. 


+ Magna fuit capitis quondam reverentia cant, 
Tague ſu2 pretio ruga fenilis erat, | 
Ovid. s' Þ aſt, 


in 
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in the way of righteouſneſs ? I think the loweſt eſteem 
is too much for an old ſervant of the devil; and the 


higheſt honour little enough for an ancient and faithful 
| ſervant of Chriſt, 


M E.D.I T. ME. | 
Upon a heedleſs tread ina PAs NA zarden. 


TYASSING through the {mall diviſions of a curious 
| knot, which was richly adorned with rare tulips, 
and other beautiful lowegs ; I was very careful to ſhun 
theſe flowers, which indeed had no other worth to 
Ecommend them, but their exquiſite colour ; and unad- 
viſedly trod upon and ſpoiled an excellent choice herb, 
which, though it grew Ma og + yo had rare phyſical 
virtues in it. _ !' 
When I was made ſenſible of the ee + 
F had committed, I thought I could ſcarcely make the 
þ ownera better compenſation, than by telling hun, that 
Eherein(though againſt my will) I did but tread in the 
Footſteps, of the greateſt. part of the world, who are very 
Careful (as 1 was) to keep their due diſtance from ſplen- 
did, though worthleſs: gallants, mean while trampling 
upon, and cruſhing-under foot tae obſgure, but mo 
precious ſervants of God in the world. As little do 
they heed theſe molt. ecetient perſons, as I did this 
precious RETOG; > ys 7, Tr 
; Summa ingenia in occuito ſepe latent, _ 
You 'faithiFlautus. 
12 Tap wits, and Laden: er ok do ſculk and ſhrink _ 
;:In ſuch blind holes, as one would little think. 


TT" 


| For my own part, I'deſire to tread upon no man with 
| the foot of contempt. and, pride, much leis upon any, 
good man; and that I may not, it concerns me to look 
{before I ſtep ; I mean, to coniider, before I cenfure!: had 
I done jo by this rare herb, { had never hurt it. 1 
Fs ; ; MEDIT, 


" v» >, 
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MEDIT. IV. 
Upon a withered poſy taken up in the way. | 


AINDING in my walk, a poſy of once ſweet and | 
T*-- fragrant, but now dry and withered flowers, which . 
] ſuppoſed to be thrown away by one that had formerly 
wort: it :' thus, faid I, doth the unfaitaful- world uſe its $ 
friends, -when providence hath blaſted and withered . 
them ; whilſt they are rich and honeurable, they will | 
put them into their boſoms, as the owuer of this poſy 
did, whilf{t it was freſh and fragrant, and as eahily throw : 
them away, as uſeleſs and worthleis taings, when thus : 
they.come to be withered. Such uſage as this * Pe- | 
tronius long ſince complained of. | "M ' 
« Are they in honour? Then we ſmile like friends : | 
« And with their fortunes all our friendſhip ends,” 1 


\ But this looſe and deceitful friendſhip ſtinks fo odi- | 
ouſly in the very noſtrils of nature, that + a heathen |: 
poet ſeverely taxes and condemns it as moſt unworthy'"l 
of a man. EE TORT TITLOTRION £54 1] 

« *Tis baſe to change with fortune, and deny 4 
« A faithful friend, becaule in poverty.” | 


And is this indeed the friendſhip of the world ? Doth | 
it thus uſe them waom once it honoured ? Then Lord! | AN 
let me _never' ſeek its friendihip. O let me eſteem the + 
ſmiles and honours of men leis, and thy love and fa- | | 
vour more | thy love is indeed unchangeable, being 
- pure, free, and built upon nothing that is mutable;  F 
thou never ſerveſt thy friends as the world doth its dar- | | 


lings. ' 

ET MEDIT. | 
* Cum fortuna manet vultum ſervatis amict, 4 

Cum cecidit, turpi vertittsora fuga, Petronius. 

+ Turte ſequi caſum, & fortune cedere, amicum 


 Etnft fit felis ee negare ſuum, 
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MEDIT. Mo 
Upon the ſudden withering of a roſe. 


F JEING with my friend in a gargen, we gathered 
| 4 Þ each of us aroſe ; he bandled his tenderly, ſmelled 
| to.it but ſeldom, and ſparingly ; I always kept it to my 
noſe,, or ſqueezed it in my hand, whereby in a very 
ſhort time it loſt both colour and ſweetneſs, but his 


fill remained as ſweet and fragrant as if it had. been 


growing upon its own root, Theſe roſes, ſaid I, are 
the true emblems of the beſt and ſweeteſt creature-en- 
{zoyments in the world, which being moderately and 
cautiouſly uſed and enjoyed, may for a long time y.eld 
ſweetneis to the poſſeſſor of them ; but if once the af- 
E feCtion ſeize 'too greedily upon them, and ſqueeze them 
too hard, they quickly wither in our hands, and we 
loſe the comfort of them, and that either through the 
foul's ſurfeiting upon them, or the, Lord's righteous 
and juſt removal of them, becauſe of the exceſs of. our 
affections to them ; earthly comforts, like . pictures, 
ſhew beſt at a due diſtance. It was therefore a good 
aying * of Homer 'AvFpi Eevodora, &C. "_- 


« I like him not, who at the rate 
« Of all his might doth love or hate.” 


'Tis.a point of excellent wiſdom'to keep the golden 
bridle of moderation upon ll the afteEtions we exerciſe 


upon-iearthly things, and yever to {lp thoſe reins, un- 


Heſs when they move towafds God, in whoſe love there. 


Fis no danger of excels, , | 


MEDIT. 


* Mihi nunguam tis placet hoſpes _ 
Put valde preterque maaum cd:t ve! amat. 


| Homer. - | 
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MEDIT. VI. 
Upon the ſudden withering of beautiful flowers, 
H + freſh and orient did theſe flowers lately ap- 
e 


pear, when being daſhed over with the morning 
w, they ftood in all their pride and glory, breathing 
out their delicious odours, which perfumed the air 


round about them, but now are withered and ſhrivel- 


led up, and have neither any deſirable beauty or favour 
in them. of 


So vain a thing is the admired beauty of creatures, - 


which ſo captivates the hearts, and exerciſes a pleaſing 


tyranny over the affections of vain man, yet it is as ſud- _ 


denly. blaſted as the beauty of a flower.* 


« How frail is beauty | In how ſhort a time So 
« It fades, like roſes, which have paſt their prime. 
« So wrinkled age the faireſt face will plow, | 

_ « And caſt deep furrows on the ſmootheſt brow. 


« Then where's that lovely tempting face? Alas! .. 


« Yourfelves would bluſh to view it in a glaſs,” 


If then thou delighteſt in beauty (O my ſoul) chuſe 


that which is laſting. There is a beauty which never 


fades, even the beauty of holineſs upon the inner man ;. 
this abides freſh and orient for ever, and ſparkles glo.- 
riouſly when thy face (the ſeat of natural beauty) is he- 


come an abhorrent and loathſome ſpectacle. Holineſs 
| D d enamels 


* Forma bonum fragile eft quantumgue accedit ad annss. 
Fit minor & ſpatio carpitur ifpſa fus. _ 
Nec ſemper ville, nec ſemper 11a florent, 
Et rigit amiſta ſpina reiitta roſa. 
Tempus erit quo vos ſpeculum vidiſſe. pigebit, 
am ventunt 'ruge qua tibi corpus arent, &c. 


Ovid, de art, | 
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enamels and ſprinkles over the face of the ſoul with a 
beauty, upon which Chriſt himſelf is enamoured ; even 
imperfect holineſs on earth is a roſe that breathes ſweet-_ 
| ly inthe bud; in heaven it will be full blown and abide 
in its prime to all eternity, 


M:E-D:I 'T; YH; | 
' Upon the tenderneſs of ſome choice flowers. 


HP" much care is neceſſary to preſerve the life 
1 L of ſome flowers ! they muſt be boxed up in the 
winter, others muſt be covered with glaſſes in their 
| ſpringing up, the fineſt and richeſt mould muſt be ſift- 
ed about the roots, and: affiduouſly watered, and all 
this little enough, and ſometimes too little, to pre- 
ſerve them ; whilſt other common and worthleſs flowers - 
grow without any help of ours : Yea, we have no leſs 
to do to rid our gardens of them, than we have to make 
.” the former grow there. 

Fhus ſtands the caſe with our hearts, in reference to 
\. the motions of grace and ſin. Holy thoughts of God 
#-, muſt be aſliduouſly watered by prayer, earthed up by 
meditation, and defended by watchfulneſs ; and yet all 
this is ſometimes too little to preſerve them alive in our 
ſouls. Alas! the heart is a ſoil that agrees not with 
them, they are tender things, and a ſmall matter will 
nip and kill them. To this purpoſe is the complaint 
| of the divine Poet. | | ” 

. = +! Who would have thoughta joy 
0 +'7+. -$0"coy 
"iT be offended fo, 

ons. , * | 

'*” So ſuddenly away ? 

Hereafter I had need 
take heed. 1h 
Joys among other things 
have wings, | 
| And watch their opportunities of flight, 
| Converting, in a moment, day to night. 
HERBERT. 
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But vain thoughts, and unholy ſuggeſtions, theſe. 
ſpread themſelves, and root deep in the heart; they na- 
turally agree with the ſoil : So that it is almoſt impoiſt- } 
ble, at any time, to be rid of them, *Lis hard to 
forget, what is our fin to remember. | | 


4 


MED TT; Vl. 


' Upon the flirange means of preſerving the liſe of veget- 


ables. 


OBSERVE that plants and herbs are ſometimes kill" ' 
4 by froſts, and yet without froſts they would neither } 
live nor thrive : They are ſometimes drovined with wa- 
ter, and yet without water they can't ſubliſt : They | 
are refreihed and cheared by the heat of the ſun, and yer } 
that heat ſometimes kills and ſcorches them up. Thus } 
lives my ſoul : Troubles and afflictions ſeem to kill all | 
its comforts : and. yet without theſe its comforts could 
. not live. "The ſun-blaſts of profperity ſometimes re- 
freſh me, and yet thoſe ſun-blaſts are the likelieſt way 
to wither me : By what ſeeming contradictions 1s the # 
life of my fpirit preſerved! what a myitery, What a pa= 
radox 1s the life of a Chriſtian! © ſt 


+ Welcome, my health, this ſickneſs makes me well, 
Med'cines adieu. | C | 
When with diſeaſes I have liſt to dwell _ ; 
I'll wiſh for you. | þ 
Welcome, my ſtrength, this weakneſs makes me able. 
Powers adieu. 4 
When I am weary grown. of ſtanding ſtable /] 
Il] wiſh for you. | | if 
Welcome, my wealth, this loſs hath gain'd me more, | 
; Riches adieu. | 
When I again'grow greedy to be poor, i 
PU with for you. 7 Yn... 
Welcome, mycredit, this diſgrace is glory. _}, 
Honours adicu, WW 
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| When for renown and fame I ſhall be ſorry, 
Tt PF! with for you. 
Welcome content, this ſorrow is my joy. 
Pleaſures adicu. 

When l defire ſuch griefs as may annoy, 

F'll wiſh for vou. 
Health, ftrength, and riches, credit and toritent, 
Are ſpared beit ſometimes, when they are ſpent. 
Sickneis and weakneſs, loſs, G: i{crace and iorrow 
Lend moſt ſometimes when moſt they ſeem to borrow, 


And if by theſe contrary and improbable ways the 
Lord preſerves our fouls in hfe, no marvel then we 
find ſuch ſtrange and feemingly contradictory motions 
of our kearts, under the various dealings of God with 

EF. uf, and are ftill reſtleſs, in what condition ſoever he 
| puts us ; which reſtleſs frame was excellently expreſſed 


{ 1n that pious epigram of the reverend Gataker, made a 
| little vefore his death, 


| | T thirſt for thirſtineſs, I weep for tears, 

© | Well pleas'd Iam to be diſpleaſed thus : 
| [The only thins I fear, is want of fears, 
—Sulpectiiis f am not ſuſpicious, 
If HT cannot chuſe but live, becauſe I die z 
And when I am not dead how glad am I! 


| Vet when I am thus glad for ſenſe of pain, 
And careful am leſt I ſhould careleſs be ; 
| Then do I grieve for being glad again, 
"And fear, left carefulneſs take care for me. 
Amidft theſe reſtleſs thoughts this relt I find, 
For thoſe that reſt not here, there's reſt behing. 
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